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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

188th STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 
The 188th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Eltjen Flikkema.  
Eltjen welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church PCUSA, Springfield Missouri, 
Chris Miller.  The Reverend Miller spoke about the ministry and mission of Trinity PCUSA Church.  Chris then 
offered prayer for the morning portion of the meeting. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

Bill Agnew, CRE pastor of Crocker Presbyterian and Toni Spieth, Ruling Elder of First Presbyterian Joplin served 
as pages. The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt, pastor of Stockton Presbyterian Church, Reverend Charley Shurtz, pastor 
of Southminster Presbyterian Springfield, Elder Jaye Shurtz, Jim and Linda Holt, Elders from Crane Presbyterian, 
the Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley and Elder Pam Cottingham, Rolla First Presbyterian served as the Resolution of 
Thanks Committee.   
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 
ATTENDANCE: 

  
COMMUNITY 

 
CHURCH 

 
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Essary, Jennifer Excused Staley, Susan 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Excused Excused 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Esselman, Elaine 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Absent 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present  Absent 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Vacant Vacant Pirkle, Dennis 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Absent 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Whitworth-Reed, Linda Present Absent 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Nipper, John Absent Whittington, Lorraine 
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Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Spieth, Toni 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian   Vacant Jones, Louise 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Excused 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Present Samuels, Margaret 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Excused 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Excused Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Absent 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Present Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Absent 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Excused Bishop, Jim 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Cottingham, Pam 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Excused Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Present Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Present Forkner, Joyce 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Excused Miller, Cathy 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Present Lyons, Michael 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Dugan, Charlotte 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA   Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Gurnon, Ellen Present Pogue, Marga 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Hollingsworth, Kent Present Roberds, Joe 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Absent 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Present Absent 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Excused Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Knott, Phil 
------------------------- Member at large Cunningham, Kimberly Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Groote, Marvin Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Havens, Bill Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Huffstetler, Jane Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at large Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Reed, David Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at large Roberts, Matthew Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------ Member at large Schwandt, Becky Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at large Williams, Barry Present -------------------------- 
 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Flikkea, Eltjen Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
General Council moderator Morriss, Kathy Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Winzenried, Dennis Absent 
Committee on Ministry Scott, Ted Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 



John Calvin Presbytery                                    One Hundred Eighty-Eighth Stated Meeting 
November 4, 2017                                                Trinity PCUSA Presbyterian Church 
                                                                           Springfield, Missouri 
  

3 
 

Committee on Representation  Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Agnew, Bill Present 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 

VISITORS 
Daleske, Reina Elliott, Dora Good, Diane Gray, Jaime 
Kapp, Sarah Knott, Mary Samuels, Bobby Shurtz, Jaye 
Sparrow, Martha Witt, Stephanie    

 
VOLUNTEERS 

Berry, Megan  Butler, Ron  Duncan, Linda Eggers, Jim 
Holliday, Susie Hutton, Melissa Jones, Gayleen Kick, Beth 
Kick, Bob Morriss, Kathy Morriss, Todd Muegge, Sarah 
Sneed, Brenda Thomas, June Trotter, Bill Turk, Margaret 
Williams, Brenda    

 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the August 7 2017 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved.       Motion seconded and approved 
 
2.  That the docket be approved with the following changes:  that General Council be given 30 minutes for their 
report and that the appropriate shift in time follow for each subsequent report.  Seconded.  Call for discussion. 
Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
188th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Trinity Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 
Springfield, Missouri 

November 4, 2017 
9:00 a.m. Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
9:30 a.m. Call to Order – Elder Eltjen Flikkema, Moderator of Presbytery  

   Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – The Reverend Chris Miller  
   Ministry and Mission of Trinity PCUSA, Springfield  
   Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
   Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolutions Committee      

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
   Approval of the minutes of August 7, 2017 Stated Meeting   
   Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
   Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

9:55 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion  
    The Reverend Jennifer Dawson preaching  

11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Earthcare       
12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH  

   

12:45 p.m. Hymn Sing  
12:55 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks  

1:00 p.m. Report of the Pastoral Presbyter C 
1:05 p.m. Report of General Council – Elder Kathy Morriss D 
1:35 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
1:40 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Dennis Winzenried E 
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1:50 p.m. Report of the Mission & Nurture Committee – Elder Bill Agnew  
2:00 p.m. Report of Committee on Representation – Reverend Mary Kay Glunt F 
2:05 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Moderator Lorraine Whittington G 
2:20 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Ted Scott H 
2:40 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community – Adjournment  

 
 
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 Landon Whitsitt, member of Heartland Presbytery and the Synod of Mid-America Executive and Stated 
 Clerk. 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
4. That the Consent Agenda be approved.  Seconded. Approved. 
 From the COM Report – Packet 1, H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. That the following dates and places of 2018 Presbytery Meetings be approved: 
  Saturday, February 24 First Presbyterian Church  Fort Scott, Kansas 
  Thursday, May 17 Stockton Presbyterian Church  Stockton, Missouri 
  Monday, August 6 First Presbyterian Church  Nevada, Missouri 
  Saturday, November 3 Southminster Presbyterian Church Springfield, Missouri 
 Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
The following is the list of churches that have not had books reviewed in 2017 
 First Presbyterian Church  Baxter Springs, Kansas 
 First Presbyterian Church  Carthage, Missouri 
 Federated Presbyterian Church,   Erie, Kansas 
 Hampton Presbyterian Church,   Everton, Missouri 
 Community Presbyterian Church,  Forsyth, Missouri 
 First Presbyterian Church,   Fort Scott, Kansas 
 First Presbyterian Church,   Girard, Kansas 
 Ebenezer Presbyterian Church,   Greenfield, Missouri 
 First Presbyterian Church,   Joplin, Missouri 
 First Presbyterian Church,   Lockwood, Missouri 
 United Presbyterian Church,   Mulberry, Kansas 
 Hillcrest Presbyterian Church,   Springfield, Missouri 

*1. That the terms of call for the Reverend Steve Traw for 2018 at Carlyle Presbyterian Church, Iola, 
Kansas, be approved:  

      Pulpit supply paid at $150 weekly 
      Mileage reimbursed at IRS rate 
      4 weeks of vacation 
  

*2 That the Reverend Kent Hollingsworth serve as pulpit supply pastor at Woodland Heights Presbyterian 
Church, Springfield, Missouri, beginning October 15, 2017 through December 31, 2017 at half-time 
with terms of call (annualized) as follows: 

      Salary $13,500 
      Housing $13,500 
      Board of Pensions paid at 12% retirement dues rate 
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 Stockton Presbyterian Church,   Stockton, Missouri 
 Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church,  Willard, Missouri 

 
********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 

 
SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Megan Berry shared in the liturgy of the service. The Reverend Jennifer Dawson provided the sermon “Just a Burger” 
based on Ezekiel 34 : 11 – 20 and Revelation 7 : 9 – 17. The Reverend Chris Miller and the Reverend Jennifer Dawson 
presided at the Lord’s Table and Holy Communion was served by Elders Susie Dollar, Bob Kick, Beth Kick, Susan  
Leonard and George Jones. The offering collected totaled $ 653.00, of which one half will go to the Creative Ministry  
Grant Fund of John Calvin Presbytery and one half to the PeacePlayers International, an organization recommended  
by the Reverend Doug Baker, our International Peacemaker.  PeacePlayers International unites communities in  
conflict through sports.   
 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 
 
Moderator Eltjen announced that General Council approved having John Skillings share his ideas about the difference 
between membership and discipleship as a written document and providing time for discussion at lunch.  There is a 
table reserved in the fellowship hall for that discussion time. 
 
EDUCATIONAL TIME 
Earth Care was the topic for educational time. 
 
Before dispersing, the Reverend Bill Havens prayed for the end of the morning session and lunch. 
 
The group joined in a hymn sing to start the afternoon session. 
 
The afternoon session was called to order at 12:55 p.m. with the Resolution of Thanks prayer prepared by 
the Reverend Mary Kay Glunt, the Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley, Elder Pam Cottingham, Elder Jim Holt 
Elder, Linda Holt, the Reverend Charley Shurtz, and Elder Jaye Shurtz.  Delivered by the Reverend Mary 
Kay Glunt. 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                                                                           
Whereas, the congregation and staff of Trinity PCUSA Presbyterian Church has provided space and 
welcome so that we can: 
   Worship as the extended family of faith of JCP 
   Be inspired by gifts of music and singing 
   Be challenged through the Word of God to greater care of the earth, on which we live and to live justly;  
   Learn about becoming intentional as congregations in our practice to care for the earth; 
   Join together in prayer for one another; 
   Fellowship at table, celebrating God’s gifts and provision; 
   Do the work of JCP to further the gospel and strengthen the ministry of our churches 
   Celebrate 70 plus years of ministry of Church World Service and our partnership as we provide for those 
 who live in “lean” times and areas. 
Therefore, we offer thanks to God and to Trinity PCUSA Presbyterian church and to her “sister co-church; 
Brentwood Christian Church, for their witness, service and hospitality. 
We pray for a greater measure of God’s blessing and strength on these congregations as they follow Christ. 
 
With all praise and thanks to  God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, amen. 
 
REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER        REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 
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Susan honored Ordination Anniversaries by presenting certificates from Presbytery to: 
 The Reverend Melana Scruggs celebrating 30 years of Ordination 
 The Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd celebrating 25 years of Ordination  
 
Susan provided the report of the Pastoral Presbyter for October 2016 to September 2017 
  Pastoral Presbyter Yearly Report 
  10-1-2016 to 9-30-2017 

 Visited thirty-one churches, through preaching, worshiping, Presbytery Days, and special occasions. 
 Visited with ninety-one pastors in groups and individually. 
 Attended five Installations in the bounds of the Presbytery: Hillcrest, Willard, Stockton, Woodland Heights, 

Trinity PC(USA). 
 Assisted with closing of two churches. 
 Served St. Andrews Presbyterian in Kimberling City as a quarter time pastor for six months. 
 Interpreted CVI results for the Presbyterian Church staff in Pittsburg, KS and several individuals. 
 Attended 86 meetings in the Presbytery including regular meetings with the Transitional pastors, Koinonia 

for western pastors and a gathering for pastors in the eastern part of JCP. 
 Attended four denominational meetings of EP Forum 
 Was coached for six months. 
 Collected and posted Shared Mission and Per Capita monthly. 
 Worked with KPM and accountant on financials. 
 Set up and attended Presbytery Day meetings and did Boundaries Training around JCP. 
 Facilitated one PNC. 
 Helped Stockton with their Transitional Grant. 
 Attended a Stewardship Event in Kansas City. 
 Helped set up a Small Church Gathering at Hillcrest. 
 Preached for the Synod PW event in Branson. 
 Set up a Presbytery time with the International Peacemaker, Doug Baker. 
 Purchased Worship Reboot continuing education for small churches. 

   
  ********** Concludes the Report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                               ELDER KATHY MORRISS 
Moderator of General Council, Elder Kathy Morriss made the following motions: 
 
1.   That presbytery hear a report from Landon Whitsitt, Executive/Stated Clerk for the Synod of Mid-
 America regarding the Synod’s Task Force to consider the way forward for presbyteries in its bounds.   
 Motion approved. 
  Reverend Whitsitt was invited to address the body about Synod’s Task Force. 
 
2.   That General Council be given permission to name the presbytery’s representative to the Synod Task-Force.  
 Question and discussion time was observed.   Motion was approved. 
  

3.  That the financial statements for September 2017 be filed for review.  Question and discussion time was
 observed.  Motion approved. 
 
4.  That the annual review of financials from KPM be received.  Question and discussion time was observed.    
 Motion approved.  The Annual Review from KPM is posted separately  
 

5.   That the 2018 budget be approved.  Question and discussion time was observed.   Motion was approved. 
   The Budget for 2018 is posted separately.  
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Kathy presented the Prayer Shawl to Jared Witt, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Fort Scott Kansas, the site of 
the February 24, 2018 meeting of Presbytery. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Approved the docket for the November 4, 2017 stated meeting of presbytery. 
2. Reviewed the financial statements. 
3. Approved the following dates for General Council meetings of 2018: January 25, April 12,  

July 12, October 11, at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri at noon. 
4. Approved Melana Scruggs to serve temporarily as coach for the Stockton church transformation process. 
5. Approved a request from the Reverend John Skillings to share a written presentation of his ideas on the 

usage of the term discipleship instead of membership and that presbyters be invited to talk with him 
during the lunch break about his ideas. 

6. Approved the Transformation Grant request of $50,000 for Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, 
Missouri be approved, $30,000 to be given at the November 4th presbytery meeting and $20,000 given 
after a report is shared at July 12 meeting of Council. 

 
********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 

 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                                                 JIM HOLT 
Jim gave a favorable report of the financial situation of presbytery, along with the Per Capita giving.  Jim then 
presented the Transformation Grant check of $30,000.00 to Reverend Mary Kay Glunt, pastor of Stockton 
Presbyterian Church, Stockton Missouri.  Reverend Glunt spoke about the progress of the Stockton church.  
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT              REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 
Moderator of Administrative Ministries Committee moved the following motions.  The Reverend Melana Scruggs 
left the room for the discussion and vote for the next 4 motions. 
 
1  That Melana Scurggs be elected as Stated Clerk for a three-year term, beginning January 2018.  Question and 
discussion time was observed.  Motion was approved. 
 
2  That the Presbytery elect an assistant Stated Clerk by May 2018 so that person can receive the annual Clerk 
training from General Assembly in November 2018.  Question and discussion time was observed.  Motion 
approved. 
 
3. That the terms of call for Susan Rosenbaum for 2018 be approved with a 3% increase and with $10,000.00  
designated for housing allowance. Susan left the room for the questions and vote on this motion.   
Question and discussion time was observed.  Motion was approved. 
 
4. That the terms of call for Melana Scruggs for 2018 be approved with a 3% increase and with $6,000.00 
designated for housing allowance.  Motion approved. 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 

1. Approved the following dates for committee meetings for 2018: January 11, 2018, March 22, 2018, June 
28, 2018, September 27, 2018 

2. Reviewed the financial reports and per capita and shared mission giving. 
3. Recommended the proposed 2018 budget to General Council 
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********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE                            ELDER KATHY MORRISS 
Kathy gave the Mission and Nurture committee report for Moderator, Bill Agnew.  Kathy thanked everyone who 
helped make the Equipping the Saints event a success and to the congregation of Southminster Presbyterian church 
for hosting the event.  She also thanked all for donating over 100 disaster buckets.  Kathy gave the highlights of the 
last JCPDA mission work trip to Baton Rouge Louisiana.  She gave the invitation to join JCPDA on the next 
mission trip in the spring of 2018.  
  

********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION                                   REVEREND MARY KAY GLUNT 
 

GENDER F -    Female M -      Male    
STATUS TE - Teaching Elder CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder RE - Ruling Elder Y  - Youth 
RACE A -   Asian AA -    African-American W   - White  
LOCATION AREA W - West C – Central  E - East  
TERM 1 – 1st Term 2 – 2nd Term   

 
Mary Kay respectfully presented the following names in nomination to presbytery committees and positions for the 
class of 2020, except as noted.    All nominees are for class of 2020 unless noted otherwise. 
 
Synod Commissioner    David Reed, HR     WMTE   West 
Committee on Ministry   Alan Marso, Crocker Presbyterian   MRE  Central 
    Greg Esselman, Carthage First   MTE             * West 
              *Unfinished term, Class of 2018, vacated by Dave Burgess 
Mission &Nurture Committee  Cheryl Bowen, Parsons First   WFRE        1 West 
Ordination Exam Readers (2020) Christine Iannucilli, Lockwood/Golden City WFTE        2 Central 
    Ferba Lofton, Springfield, Gibson Chapel  AAFRE        1 Central 
 
The Committee on Representation diligently worked to keep committees of JCP as diverse as possible.  JCP covers 
such a large geographical area that a couple of committees don’t have equal male and female, elder and clergy 
representation but this year, we are closer than ever to having equal representation. Committee on Representation and 
General Council will continue to work diligently to achieve fair representation.  The total numbers are as follows:   
 

TOTAL POSITIONS 89 
  
WHITE / CAUCASIAN 85 
AFRICAN AMERICAN 4 
  
FEMALE 45 
MALE 44 
  
RULING ELDER 45 
TEACHING ELDER 43 
  
WEST (Joplin and west) 24 
CENTRAL   48 
EAST (East and Northeast of Springfield) 17 

 
 ********** Concludes report of Committee on Representation ********** 
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REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN   MODERATOR LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
August began with a JCP meeting in Ash Grove.  I got a chance to talk with the Ash Grove PW regarding the PW JCP 
Spring Gathering on April 14, 2018.  We will hold a planning meeting for this sometime in February, so we talked 
about that. 
 

Gathered for lunch with friends on August 21, to watch our almost 100% eclipse here in Joplin.  11 of us shared one 
pair of the glasses, but it was a neat experience.  I remember the last one. 
 

This Labor Day, I was again at Urgent Care with a UTI.  My Dr. says the A _ _ word has something to do with this 
re-occurrence.  A pox on the A _ _ word. 
 

Attended the last Food Truck Friday at the Park in Carthage.  What a fun evening.  Lots of food trucks, lots of families 
and kids, lots of music, lots of noise, funnel cakes. . . you name it.  It was in front of FPC of Carthage so thought we  
might see Rev. Esselmann, but did not. 
 

I am Stewardship Chair on our Session, and a member of the Finance Committee as such, so I attend a monthly 
Finance Committee meeting, and at the current time a more-than-monthly Stewardship Committee meetings.  
 

I taught the first lesson in the new Bible Study, “A Cloud of Witnesses (Hebrews)” in Sept. since I had attended the 
author’s workshop  at Village  Presbyterian.   Interesting Bible Study.   Hebrews is all about Jesus,  so I’m enjoying          
the reading.   
 

The PW JCP  Fall Gathering  was held In Joplin  on Sept. 23,  and we had  36 attendees.  We were fortunate to have 
Rev. Doug Baker of No. Ireland, the Peacemaker, as our featured speaker, and he was just an excellent presentation.  
We had lunch at 11:00 in order for him to get to Springfield for the reception planned for him by JCP.  All went 
smoothly.  We had two more speakers; the offering designee, Children’s Haven of Joplin, and Susan Uffmann gave 
the last workshop on the Bible Study in order to give the attendees an overview of the material, as we do at each Fall 
Gathering.  We also held discussions during lunch as to how to make PW more viable in our churches.  There were 2 
pages of results from that discussion, and these were sent to Rev. Susan Rosenbaum for inclusion in the JCP Notices.  
They have been sent to my Board, and will be included in the forthcoming Newsletter to PW JCP.  We again had a lot 
of fun with the door prizes.  The Joplin PW served a delicious lunch, with salads and desserts donated by the ladies 
and gentlemen of FPC of Joplin.  The PW also filled a Disaster Bucket. 
 

Dr. Nipper brought  Rev. Doug Baker to  Joplin for our Wed. night dinner/Bible Study and  he was  the presenter of  
another excellent program.  Really good presenter.  Hope he comes again. 
 

Had I known on Sept. 28 when I purchased a new car, I would have held off  until after my new HVAC compressor         
was replaced.  And then there was the sales tax.  I think I need a job to raise funds for Christmas.  Know of anything?                   
 

In October, there was a General Council meeting alerting us to the fact that Rev. Susan would be leaving her position 
as Pastoral Presbyter in June.  We wish her many good wishes in her new calling as foster parents, but we’re going  
to miss her very much. 
 

My 62nd class reunion was held on Oct. 14 and we had 44 come to Joplin for it.  A fun day.  Love seeing my classmate 
family.  We’re all having our 80th Birthday this year.  And some of us are still older than others of us.  It has always 
been thus. 
 

Our Fall Festival was held Sunday afternoon, October 15.  We took Dr. Nipper and Leah to lunch at HuHot, and they          
came to Shoal Kirk for festivities at 4:00.  I was unable to attend, but they said that John and Leah enjoyed the day 
and the hay ride.  
 

I will be attending “Equipping the Saints” on Oct. 21, and Rev. Chas. Spencer is coming back to Joplin following        
the meeting and will be our guest minister on Sunday, Oct. 22 to kick off our Stewardship Program.  Dr. Nipper will 
also be there. 
 

I’m also having an 80th Birthday Party on Oct. 22 at 502, across the street from FPC.  I think it’s going to be a good 
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time.  All of my children, grandchildren and great grandchild are going to be there, as well as a couple of Aunts and 
perhaps some cousins.  From 2-4 – come join us.  My dad’s 1st cousin was 105 last Sunday, and celebrated by falling 
off her bed and breaking her clavicle.  I arrived for Happy Birthday only to learn she was at the Emergency Room.  
She’s uncomfortable, but doing well.  Needs help.  They sent her home in a sling. 
 

Then on Monday and Tuesday, Oct.23 and 24, I’ll be off to Prairie Village to attend a 2-day Mid-America Synod PW 
working meeting.  I imagine we’ll be planning the Synod luncheon and business meeting at the Churchwide Gathering 
in August in Louisville, among other things. 
 

And Nov. 4 is another JCP meeting at Trinity in Springfield.  Have 6 buckets to return for FPC in Joplin and PW. 
Hope they’ll fit in car.  See you then. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of Presbytery Women ********** 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                                     ELDER JANICE ZANDER 
Because moderator of Committee on Ministry Ted Scott, is a member of Southminster Presbyterian church, Janice 
Zander, Moderator-Elect of Committee on Ministry stepped in to bring the motion that Presbytery elect an 
Administrative Commission to work with Southminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri and that the 
members be the Reverend Jane Huffstetler, Honorably Retired,  Elder Jeff  Groves, Trinity PCUSA, Springfield 
Missouri, the Reverend Dr. Jared Witt, pastor of First Presbyterian Fort Scott Kansas, Elder Reina Daleske, St. 
Andrew Kimberling  City, Missouri and the Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd and that the AC be given permission to take 
any of the following actions: 
  - take original jurisdiction 
  - request the pastor resign 
  - take oversight of financials and banking 
  - evaluate the viability of the congregation moving into the future. 
A time of questions and discussion ensued.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Moderator Ted Scott resumed with the report from COM and brought the next motion, that Synod’s Gathering for 
Pastoral Sustenance program for new pastors be mandatory, with scholarships offered, if necessary, for all pastors 
in their first five years of ministry.  A time of questions and discussion was offered.  The motion was approved. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Placed Clancy Cherry on the pulpit supply list. 
2. Worked with Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri on oversight of a one-month 

paid leave of absence for the Reverend Matthew Roberts and then voted unanimously that he not return as 
pastor of Woodland Heights. 

3. Approved the use of $11,412.49 from the church emergency fund to pay the Board of Pensions and salary 
for Matthew Roberts through December 15 so he can receive disability from the Board at that time. 

4. Recommended the request for a transformation grant for Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, Missouri 
to General Council. 

5. Appointed Jared Witt as mentor for Chris Miller. 
6. Allocated $375 to pay for counseling sessions for a pastor. 
7. Placed Kimberly Cunningham on the pulpit supply list. 
8. Approved Linda Whitworth-Reed moving from designated to installed without designation at First 

Presbyterian Church, Iola, Kansas. 
9. Approved Elder Louise Jones (St. Andrew, Kimberling City) to seek a commissioned ruling elder position 

and be placed on the pulpit supply list. 
10. Approved Woodland Heights to elect a PNC and post their MIF. 

 
********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 

 
The motion to adjourned was made, seconded and approved.   
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Prayer to close the day was offered by the Reverend Laurie Foos at 1:45 p.m. 


