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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 182nd STATED MEETING 
 JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 

      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   
      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   
      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 The 182nd Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Ellen Brantley.  
Prayer was then offered by Ellen. The Reverend Greg Esselman, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Carthage 
Missouri was introduced to those assembled.  He welcomed all in attendance and shared the ministries of First 
Presbyterian Carthage.  Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 
The Reverend Matthew Roberts, member at large and Elder Marlene Sheldon of First Presbyterian Parsons Kansas 
served as pages. Commissioned Ruling Elder Sam Stover and Ruling Elder Charlotte Cole of First Presbyterian 
Church Mt. Vernon Missouri served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 

 
COMMUNITY 

 
CHURCH 

 
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 
Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present Staley, Susan 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Present Excused 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Tapley, Janet 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 
Columbus, KS First Presbyterian Powell, Dale Excused Spieth, Toni 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Arnold, Jerry 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Excused 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Excused Excused 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Excused 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Whitworth-Reed, Linda Present Chase, Bob 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Absent Tamburrino, Pat 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Excused Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------    
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Powers, Emmett Absent  Excused 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused  Absent 
Monett, MO Waldensian Presbyterian Evans, Vicki Present Wise, Steve 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Present Henderson, Rosemary 
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Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Present Devore, Shirley 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present  Excused 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent  Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present Land, Mary 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Excused Absent 
Oswego, KS First Presbyterian Lorenz, Debi Absent Absent 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Absent Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Sheldon, Marlene 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Excused Absent 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ----------  Absent 
Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused Excused 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Present Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Present Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Present Schardein, Max 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused Tureaud, Karen 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Hackett, Nancy 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Present Moore, Sue 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Wright, Mary Present Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA   Landrith, Marsha 
Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Excused ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present Parrish, Charles 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Present Russell, Joan 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Tranabarger, John Excused Absent  
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Miller, Carole 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Present Absent 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Hardman, Raymond 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Easley, Bill 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Porter, Wayne Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Reed, David Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at Large Vincent, Bill Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at Large Williams, Barry Present ------------------------- 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator-elect Morriss, Kathy Present 
General Council moderator Brantely, Ellen Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Moore, John Present 
Committee on Ministry Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Williams, Rich Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 
VISITORS 

Bay, John Cole, Charlotte Cormack, Jack Evans, Lloyd 
Gale, James George, Dennis Lofton, Ferba Marsh, Rich 
Meester, Norm Reeves, Sharon Rowe, Veda Scott, Ted 
Tamburrino, Mike Thomas, Dotty Walker, Bob  
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HOST VOLUNTEERS: 
Brasfield, Linda Clark, Carolyn Clark, Garry Graham, Dorothy 
Garriques, Ann Kersten, Jan Kensten, Dale LaFon, Betty 
McMichael, Billie Michel, Bill Michel, Sunny Silvers, Amy 
Strait, Kathleen Wiatrack, Lawson Wiatrack, Payton  

 
  FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the February 27, 2016 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved. 
Motion seconded and approved 
 2.  That the docket be approved with one change, that James Gale, from the Synod of Mid-America office be given 
5 minutes after the report of the treasurer.  Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was 
approved.  

DOCKET   
182nd Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 
First Presbyterian Church ~ Carthage, Missouri 

May 19, 2016 
  9:15 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
  9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Reverend Ellen Brantley, Moderator of Presbytery  

      Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – Reverend Greg Esselman  
      Ministry and Mission of First, Carthage  
      Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
      Announcements - Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolutions Committee      

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
      Approval of the minutes of February 27, 2016 Stated Meeting  
      Communications - Seating of Corresponding Members  
      Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

9:50 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion  
       James Gale, preaching  

11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Living Our Faith Discussion Groups  
   12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH    

1:00 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks  
1:05 p.m. Report of the Pastoral Presbyter – Reverend Susan Rosenbaum  
1:10 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
1:15 p.m. James Gale, Synod Representative  
1:20 p.m. Report of Mission & Nurture Committee – Reverend Rich Williams  
1:35 p.m. Report of Committee on Representation (Nominating Comm.) – Reverend Mary Kay Glunt C 
1:40 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Elder Lorraine Whittington  
1:45 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd D 
1:55 p.m. Prayer with congregations who are dismissed  
2:00 p.m. Report of General Council – Reverend Dennis Winzenried E 
2:05 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Elder John Moore F 
2:15 p.m. Prayer for Presbytery  
2:20 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Committee - Adjournment  
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3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
  The Reverend Jack Cormack of Yukon Presbytery 
  The Reverend James Gale, Associate Executive for Presbytery Support in the Synod of Mid-America,   
   of Heartland Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved.  
4. That the consent agenda, pages labeled B in your packet, be approved.        Motion seconded and approved  

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

From the Stated Clerk’s Report – Packet 1, A *1.   That the terms of call for pastors of the presbytery for 2016 be approved. (Terms of call are provided as a 
separate document). 
 
 
From the Report of the Committee on Ministry – Packet 1, D *1. That the supply relationship between the Commissioned Ruing Elder Wally Buer and First Presbyterian Church 
Sarcoxie Missouri, at 30% time, be approved for three years beginning Jan. 1, 2016 with the following terms of call: 
 

Housing Allowance 12,114 
Continuing Education allowance 1,000 
2 weeks of Continuing Education  
4 weeks of Vacation  

 
*2. That Reverend Teri Summers-Minette be dismissed to Shenandoah Presbytery, if the way be clear. 
 
*3.  That the transitional covenant between the Reverend Matthew Roberts and Woodland Heights Presbyterian, 
Springfield, Missouri be approved, beginning May 2, 2016 for a period of three months with the following terms of 
call (monthly figures):  

Salary 1,698 
Housing 1,667 
Full Board of Pensions  
Mileage 150 
Continuing Education allowance for one year 1,000 
1 week of vacation   

 
********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 

 
 

 
SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION Elder Kathy Morriss, Elder Todd Morriss, the Reverend Greg Esselman participated in worship with The Reverend 
James Gale preaching, “Can We Live Again?” The Reverend Greg Esselman and the Reverend James Gale presided 
at the Lord’s Table with the Elders of First Presbyterian Carthage serving Communion. The offering collected totaled 
$ 600.00.  Music was provided by organist, Carolyn Clark. 
 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 
 



John Calvin Presbytery                                    One Hundred Eighty-second Stated Meeting 
May 19, 2016                                                                  First Presbyterian Church 
                                                                              Carthage, Missouri 
 

5  

EDUCATIONAL TIME Educational time, Living Faith, was held in three groups.  Ellen Brantley, led one group about the Israel-Palestine 
Peace conference, the Living Waters for the World team shared their mission process, and Susan Schmalzbauer led 
a group considering the church response in Springfield to high interest payday loans.   
 
The Reverend Linda Whitworth-Reed offered prayer to end the morning session and break for lunch.  
The afternoon was called to order at 12:45 p.m. with prayer offered by Reverend John Nipper. 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                SAM STOVER AND CHARLOTTE COLE 
 Whereas, the good people of First Presbyterian Carthage are hosts extraordinaire.  We thank you for 
hospitality and good food, in welcoming John Calvin Presbytery here. And later, while hearing reports, 
resolutions with alacrity and cheer. If the good Lord is willing and the way be clear, I’ll be playing foosball and 
shooting pool downstairs – over there. 
   
PASTORAL PRESBYTER’S REPORT                       THE REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM Susan presented a Small Church Ministry Grant to Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church of Springfield Missouri for 
work on their stained glass windows.  Susan also reported that after the Presbytery’s Springfield property sold, 
General Council voted to tithe to missions. Each church in the presbytery will receive a check for $2,000 to be used 
toward ministry.  Susan and Jim Holt distributed the checks to those churches with representatives present at the 
meeting.  The following letter accompanied the checks. 
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********** Concludes the report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                                  ELDER JIM HOLT Jim briefly reviewed the financial reports and encouraged all to continue to support Shared Mission and Per Capita 
Apportionment.  
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 
 
SYNOD OF MID-AMERICA REPRESENTATIVE         REVEREND JAMES GALE James Gale shared with the crowd scholarships available for college and higher education and the Theocademy 
Education Program. 
 
 
 
MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE                                        REVEREND RICH WILLIAMS                                Rich reported that Mission and Nurture committee met in February, March and April with the following being 
considered. 

 Camp Scholarships – Reverend Bill Vincent contact person 
 Youth Triennium – Reverend Jared Witt contact person / July 19 -23 
 Peacemaking – Approved a Global Witness grant for $800 for Charley Shurtz to attend the Mosaic 

Peace Conference in Israel.  
 Faith Voices of Southwest Missouri – Met with Susan Schmalzbauer from Faith Voices along with 

Reverend Mary Kay Glunt.  Faith Voices is an organization that informs and helps people who have  
been victimized on pay day loans. 

 The committee is responsible for setting up and recruiting for educational presentations for 
presbytery meetings. 

 Planning a full day educational program Equipping the Saints for October 21, 2016. 
Mission and Nurture Committee welcome your ideas and suggestions with regards for presentations or any other 
input you would suggest. 
  
 
 ********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 

 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION                                REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 
 (now bringing nominations to the presbytery) 
 Susan Rosenbaum moved the following be elected, terms to begin immediately.  
No Second needed.  Motion approved.  
SYNOD COMMISSIONER 
Class of 2017 Jim Gilpin WMRE, First Presbyterian Church Iola Kansas 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
Class of 2016 Susan Leonard WFRE, Trinity Presbyterian Church PC(USA) Springfield, Missouri 
 Class of 2017 
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Toni Spieth WFRE, First Presbyterian Church Columbus Kansas 
 
MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE 
Class of 2017 Peggy Wobbema, WFTE, Trinity Presbyterian Church Shell Knob Missouri 
 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT ALLEGATION RESPONSE TEAM  
Class of 2017 Robin Morgan WFRE, First Presbyterian Church West Plains Missouri 
 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT INVESTIGATING TEAM  
Class of 2018 Charlie Shurtz WMTE, Southminster Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
 
ORDINATION EXAM READER  
Class of 2018 Craig Albin WMRE, First Presbyterian Church West Plains Missouri 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY ALTERNATE 2016 Bert Simmons WMRE, Crane Presbyterian Church Crane Missouri 
 
 

********** Concludes report of Committee On Representation ********** 
 
 

REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERAIN WOMEN              MODERATOR LORRAINE WHITTINGTON Lorraine spoke about the Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering in September in Fort Scott Kansas.  She also 
reminded all about the Hygiene Kits needed. 
 

 ********** Concludes report of Presbyterian Women **********  
 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINSTRY         THE REVEREND JULIE MERCER-KIDD Moderator Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd moved that the Presbytery consider the following request from Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church: 

We, the Session of Waldensian Presbyterian Church respectfully request that our congregation be 
dismissed with our property to pursue affiliation with the Covenant Order of Evangelical 
Presbyterians (ECO).  Out of concern for the challenges and opportunities this transition presents 
for John Calvin Presbytery we covenant to continue our prayerful and financial support with a 
depreciated per capita payment to the presbytery over the next five years based on 43 members at 
$31.00.  Each year would decrease by 20%. 

   2016 100% = 1333.00 
2017 80% = 1066.40 
2018 60% =   799.80 
2019 40% =   533.20 
2020 20% =   266.60   
TOTAL           = 3999.00 

 
Reverend Mary Wright spoke of the process involved with the Waldensian Presbyterian Church and the 
Discernment Team.  Along with Reverend Mary Wright, the Discernment Team consisted of Reverend Greg 



John Calvin Presbytery                                    One Hundred Eighty-second Stated Meeting 
May 19, 2016                                                                  First Presbyterian Church 
                                                                              Carthage, Missouri 
 

8  

Ferree, Reverend Richard Menzel, Commissioned Ruling Elder Sam Stover, and Ruling Elder Daphne Anderson.  
Julie made a call for questions and discussion.   
 
Julie made the motion from Committee on Ministry that the presbytery dismiss Waldensian Presbytery Church to 
Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO), with their building and accepting their five year financial 
support.  Motion approved. 
  
Julie moved that the pastoral relationship between the Reverend Vicki Evans and Waldensian Presbyterian Church 
Monett Missouri be dissolved effective June 30, 2016 and that salary and benefits continuation of one year begin on  
July1, 2016. If the pastor receives a call, the continuation will cease. The terms for one year are as follows: 
 

Base Compensation 24,624 
Housing Allowance 16,000 
Social Security 3,228 
Pension 4,500 
Life Insurance 400 
Major Medical 10,800 
Total 59,552 

A call for questions and discussion was made.  Hearing none, the motion was approved. 
 
Reverend Mary Wright offered prayer for the congregation of Waldensian Presbyterian Church and the Reverend 
Vicki Evans as they make this transition. 
 
 
Julie moved that the MIF for the New Worshipping Community be changed to include the call of a full-time pastor. 
No seconded needed.  Motion approved. 
 Julie introduced Elder Norm Meester a member of the Hillcrest Presbyterian Church PNC. Norm described their 
process, that the EEO guidelines were followed and shared the reasons they want to call Jack Cormack.  Reverend 
Jack Cormack was introduced to the assembly. Julie asked the first question, after Jack answered, the floor was 
opened for questions.  The motion was made to arrest the examination.   Seconded.  Motion approved.   
 
Jack was escorted from the room and discussion ensued.  The motion was made to sustain the examination.  
Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 Julie made the motion that the Reverend Jack Cormack be approved for a call as pastor for Hillcrest Presbyterian 
Church Springfield Missouri, if the way be clear, pending a vote of the congregation. Terms of call are still in 
negotiation and will be approved at the August 1 Presbytery meeting. Start date will be in early August. Seconded.  
Motion approved. 
 Jack returned to the meeting with welcoming applause.  Julie prayed for Jack Cormack and Hillcrest Presbyterian 
ministry together. 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 Brief biographical sketch of Reverend William John (Jack) Cormack I was born and raised in Oklahoma City. Graduated college from George Mason University with a BS in Clinical 

Social Work. Graduated Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 1990. I have served the church in a variety 
of parish settings including Mt. Tabor Presbyterian Church in New Albany, Indiana for eighteen years prior to 
accepting a call to Northern Alaska. Most recently I have served the Presbytery of Yukon as an itinerant pastor serving 
three remote Inupiat Eskimo villages on the North Slope of Alaska. I have also served as a volunteer police chaplain 
since 1989 where I have gained certification in critical incident debriefing for both individual and group. And on June 
3rd I will be getting married and becoming a step-dad.  
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Statement of Faith from William J. Cormack (Jack) I believe in a Trinitarian understanding and experience of God. God over/outside us. God with us. God in and around 

us. God over/outside us is the God who created all that is both seen and unseen. This including all of the physical 
stuff like, earth, wind, sky and that which is above the sky. And all of the stuff we can't see like, spirit and soul. The 
God over us concept also helps me to understand that God is greater than any human experience both individual and 
corporate. There is nothing too large that can ever separate us from God's love; no bomb, no war, or natural or un-
natural disaster. When I remember that the large things in life cannot separate us from God’s love, I know I am safe. 
I am free then to remember the small things that God has created including my breath; which leads me to the reality 
even my breath is a gift from God and not of my own creation. Then, when I remember the greatness of God’s love, 
I am free to be a person of gratitude with each breath. 
 God with us, helps me to remember that in the person of Jesus, who is the Christ, that God fully enter the human 
experience. When Emmanuel was born in Bethlehem He not only entered into all of human experience but He entered 
my (and each individuals) experience right now. God with us reminds me that regardless of our trials and tribulations 
or heart and soul aches; Jesus has experienced the far greater pain of the cross so that we may know peace and joy 
that passes all understanding. For us to fully experience forgiveness of sin we need to acknowledge that Jesus not 
only died for our sin but because of our sin. And He chose the pain of the cross any way so that all sin would die in 
His death; therefore, we, along with all of creation, may experience the abundant life of the resurrection.  
 God in and around us is the constant reminder to me that we are not alone and this is not the end. If we are willing to 
trust the God above us and the God with us, then we can follow our pain to its end and we will find a God waiting 
for us that is far greater than our wildest imagination. In this experience of trusting God, we can then and only then, 
live into the truth that the difficult times in our lives are hard but not bad. The journey to the depths of our pain, which 
is hard, leads us to the truth of God’s transcendent love, which we can experience at the very core of our being; we 
are not alone and this is not the end. 
 FOR INFORMATION: 1. Approved the Reverend Rodney Peters to supply and moderate at First Presbyterian Church Scammon 

Kansas from April through June. 
2. Approved the MIF for First Presbyterian church Parsons Kansas after some suggestions for revisions. 
3. Placed Reverend Bill Vincent and Reverend Matthew Roberts on the pulpit supply list. 
4. Appointed the Reverend Melana Scruggs as moderator of the First Presbyterian church Monett Missouri 

session until they are received by ECO. 
5. Approved the Reverend Amalie Ash, member of Tropical Florida Presbytery, to labor in our bounds for 

the wedding of Tim Stover and Gaye Watson on April 3, 2016 in West Plains. 
6. Approved the Administrative Commission for Reverend Linda Whitworth-Reed’s installation on March 6, 

2016 at First Presbyterian Church Iola Kansas:   
            The Reverend Ellen Brantley, Moderator of John Calvin Presbytery 
            The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Pastoral Presbyter 
            The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Pastoral Presbyter 
            The Reverend Teri Summers-Minette, Pastor, Hillcrest Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
            Dan Summers-Minette, Ruling Elder, Hillcrest Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
            Tony Piazza, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church Iola Kansas 

7. Approved the MIF for Hillcrest Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
8. Dismissed the Administrative Commission to install the Reverend Linda Whitworth-Reed at First 

Presbyterian Church Iola Kansas with thanks. 
9. Approved Jerry Arnold to serve communion at First Presbyterian Church Monett Missouri on May 1, 

2016 
10. Approved the celebration of communion at the Spring Presbyterian Women Gathering on April 16, 2016 

at Crane Presbyterian Church Crane Missouri officiated by the Reverend Mary Glunt and the Reverend 
Melana Scruggs. 
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11. Appointed the Reverend Greg Esselman as moderator at Hillcrest Presbyterian Church Springfield 
Missouri until a pastor is called. 

12. Dismissed the Reverend Jennifer Loeb to Blackhawk Presbytery. 
13. Dismissed the Reverend Alexandra Rogers to Atlanta Presbytery 
14. Approved the Reverend Tim Stover to attend Week 2 of interim training 
15. Approved the Administrative Commission for the Reverend Dr. Peggy Wobbema’s installation at Trinity 

Presbyterian Church Shell Knob Missouri on May 15, 2016. 
      The Reverend Ellen Brantley, Moderator of John Calvin Presbytery 
       The Reverend Dr. Gary Stratman, Honorably Retired 
      Marie Miles, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Church Mt. Vernon Missouri 
      Evelyn Gieseke, Trinity Presbyterian Church Shell Knob Missouri 
      The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Pastoral Presbyter  

16. Appointed the Reverend Bill Vincent as moderator at Waldensian Presbyterian Church Monett Missouri 
beginning June 16 until they are received by ECO. 

 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Committee on Ministry **********  
 
 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                              REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED  Moderator Dennis Winzenried moved that a Creative Ministry Grant for $5,000 be awarded to General Council to 
begin a worship team that can travel to churches in the presbytery.  No Second needed.  Motion approved. 
 
GRANT PROPOSAL           APPLICATION FOR A CREATIVE MINISTRY GRANT  This request comes from John Calvin Presbytery's General Council –   Diane Cooke, contact person   417-257-8349 
Total amount requested: $5,000 
 
MISSION PROPOSAL  General Council would like to develop and provide support for a JCP Worship Team to lead worship where needed 
in the churches of John Calvin Presbytery. Committee on Ministry is regularly searching for worship leadership for 
churches experiencing transitions or challenges.  This team would include as many as 4-5 individuals prepared to 
lead worship, to provide special music, lead the singing of hymns, to preach, and to pray.  
   Two Themes: a. Pastoral Care. The worship service would be a comfort during a time of transition or loss. The team would 

help the worshippers to draw upon God’s strength and to feel the support of their brothers and sisters in 
JCP. 

b. New Life. The worship service would bring fresh energy to the church and help people reconnect with the 
Holy Spirit and each other. Our hope is that this would be a welcome “jumpstart” for new life within the 
congregation, and new energy for mission. 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE INVOLVED: As many as four or five might be involved on a Sunday morning. A group 
of 10-15 of capable and willing folks would be needed. General Council would need a small committee to oversee 
the Worship Team. They would need to recruit the individuals and coordinate their schedule with presbytery staff 
and COM. An application process would need to be developed (relevant education and experience, church affiliation, 
references, etc.) 
 
BUDGET: $5,000 total 
 
Stipend of $50 per person, per Sunday 



John Calvin Presbytery                                    One Hundred Eighty-second Stated Meeting 
May 19, 2016                                                                  First Presbyterian Church 
                                                                              Carthage, Missouri 
 

11  

 
$50 additional for the preacher/coordinator for the Sunday (This person would preach, preside at the Lord's Table 
(if the sacrament is part of the service), and plan the bulletin in coordination with the music coordinator) 
 
$50 additional for the music coordinator/keyboard player  
(This person would plan special music selections, play for hymns, and recruit additional musicians and singers. ) 
 
Mileage (at the rate paid by JCP for one or two vehicles) 
 
The host church would agree to feed the worship team. If they wish, congregations may contribute toward the fund 
for the Worship Team.  
 
TIME FRAME AND IMPACT If coordinators could be identified quickly, we could begin recruiting others to serve on the worship team. The number 
of people impacted will depend on the number of worshippers at the churches. The impact would be renewed 
connection with John Calvin Presbytery and inspiring worship. This would be a way for our presbytery to provide 
care for our churches, especially when they need support. 
 
 
General Council Dennis moved that the financial statements for April 2016 be filed for review.  Motion approved. 
Financial reports are posted separately. 
 
Dennis explained that John Moore, moderator of Administrative Ministries, was instrumental in getting the 
Springfield Presbytery property sold. It was not an easy task.  It took many hours to pull it all together, working with 
the realtors, the city of Springfield, fire department and planning and zoning.    
 
Dennis then moved that the following Resolution of Thanks to John Moore be approved.   Seconded.  
Approved. 
 Thank you John Moore for your faithful work on behalf of John Calvin Presbytery.  
 Dennis presented the prayer shawl to be placed at First Presbyterian Church of West Plains Missouri next site of the 
Presbytery Meeting August 1.  Diane Cooke will deliver the Prayer Shawl to First Presbyterian West Plains Missouri. 
 
FOR INFORMATION:    At its last meeting, Council set the following as goals for General Council and Presbytery: 

a. Set up a community council of PCUSA churches in Springfield and plan two activities together and a common worship experience. b. Put together a worship team that could be sent out to smaller churches and write a creative ministry grant for funds to support this. c. Explore possibilities of presbytery wide conference/mission project 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 1. Approved the docket for the May 19, 2016 stated meeting of presbytery. 

2. Reviewed the financial statements. 
3. Approved a small church resource grant for Gibson Chapel for $4,000 to help with repairs to the 

building. 
4. Approved the minutes of the January 16, 2016 meeting and the February 16, 2016 called meeting. 
5. Approved giving a check for $2,000 to each church in the presbytery from the proceeds of the sale of 

the presbytery property, particularly for doing mission in the local church. Council would like to 
hear how each church chooses to utilize those funds. 

 
********** Concludes the report of the General Council ********** 
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REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE                               ELDER JOHN MOORE John reported that the Presbytery’s property in Springfield Missouri has been sold for $965,000.00 and these funds 
have been placed with the Community Foundation of the Ozarks.  John also thanked Dennis and presbyters for their 
kind words and noted that others worked along with him to complete the sale, including Stated Clerk, Melana 
Scruggs, Pastoral Presbyter, Susan Rosenbaum and Greg Esselman. 
 
 
John moved on behalf of the Administrative Ministry Committee that the revised job descriptions for the Pastoral 
Presbyter and the Governance Presbyter be approved.  Motion approved. 
 
PASTORAL PRESBYTER                   REVISED JOB DESCRIPTION The Pastoral Presbyter position is a part time position of 20-25 (Changed last year by Presbytery) 30 hours a week.  
The Pastoral Presbyter and the Governance Presbyter serve as co-presbyters. The primary focus of this position 
includes but is not limited to the following areas. 

 Pastoring to pastors within John Calvin Presbytery 
 Promoting presbytery wide congregational connections and Synod connections (communicate with 

churches on a regular basis using electronic media, print media, personal engagement, etc.) 
 Providing financial oversight of John Calvin Presbytery operations 
 Promoting church development and transformation 
 Matching churches with potential pastors, checking references of candidates. (Moved from Governance 

Presbyter) 
 Administering and interpreting the CVI (TM) for church leadership to give them a better understanding of 

one another and using their skills in ways that promote cohesiveness as a governing body. 
 Additional responsibilities may be assigned at the discretion of the Administrative Ministries Committee and/or 
General Council. 
 The Pastoral Presbyter will provide general administrative support for various standing committees as prescribed by 
the Administrative Ministries Committee (i.e. plan and organize volunteers, establish General Council agenda, etc.) 
 The Pastoral Presbyter is to serve as a resource to presbytery committees in the formulation of the vision and strategies 
for John Calvin Presbytery. 
 The Pastoral Presbyter is expected to attend the following denominational meetings: General Assembly, the  
Association of Executive Presbyters, Polity Conference and Executive Presbyters Forum. (The original idea behind 
this was that it would help with connections in the denomination. What has happened is the formats of these meetings 
have changed and now they are mostly continuing education events on topics that rarely apply to issues in John Calvin 
Presbytery.) 
 The Pastoral Presbyter reports directly to the Administrative Ministries Committee and has general accountability to 
the General Council. An annual review of the Pastoral Presbyter will be conducted by the Administrative Ministries 
Committee.  

 
GOVERNANCE PRESBYTER                  REVISED JOB DESCRIPTION The Governance Presbyter position is a part time position of 25-30  24 (Changed last year by Presbytery) hours a 
week. The Governance Presbyter and the Pastoral Presbyter serve as co-presbyters. The primary focus of this position 
includes but is not limited to the following areas. 

 Performing duties as prescribed to the Stated Clerk by the PC (USA) Constitution (i.e. annual statistics, 
facilitating the reading of session minutes, Rolls & Registers, oversight of John Calvin Presbytery meetings, 
training of clerks of session, etc.) 

 Working with congregations and pastors to promote growth and healthy functioning. 
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 Providing support to congregations in pastoral transition (i.e. assisting with Church Information Forms 
training PNCs and helping with the call process. , matching churches with potential pastors, checking 
references of candidates, etc.) (Moved to Pastoral Presbyter) 

 Additional responsibilities may be assigned at the discretion of the Administrative Ministries Committee and/or 
General Council. 
 The Governance Presbyter will provide general administrative support for Committee on Ministry and Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry and will advise General Council regarding matters of polity and policy change.  
 The Governance Presbyter is to serve as a resource to presbytery committees in the formulation of the vision and 
strategies for John Calvin Presbytery. 
 The Governance Presbyter is expected to attend the following denominational meetings: General Assembly and Polity 
Conference. (These meetings have changed and now they are mostly continuing education events on topics that rarely 
apply to issues in John Calvin Presbytery.) 
 The Governance Presbyter reports directly to the Administrative Ministries Committee and has general accountability 
to the General Council. An annual review of the Governance Presbyter will be conducted by the Administrative 
Ministries Committee.  
 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 
  

 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer for our presbytery by the Reverend Peggy Wobbema at 2:20 p.m. 


