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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 

201
st
 STATED MEETING 

 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 

      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 

The 201st Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Moderator Toni Spieth.  Toni 

welcomed everyone and introduced the Reverend Chris Miller, pastor of the host church, Trinity Presbyterian 

PC(USA) of Springfield, Missouri.  Chris brought greetings from Trinity and opened the meeting with prayer. A 
PowerPoint presentation about the ministry and missions of the church was shared with the presbyters. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 

 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                                                 ELDER BETH KICK 

Based on the participants’ list and the registration roll, Beth Kick, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  

(“A quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six 

(6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are 
represented by ruling elders.”) 

 

ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the 201
st
 Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 83 and as follows: 

 Eighteen ( 18 ) Teaching Elders serving a church 

 Five ( 5 ) Teaching Elders Honorably Retired and members at large, currently not serving a church 

 Four ( 4 ) Commissioned Ruling Elders serving a church 

 Twenty-two ( 22 ) Ruling Elder Commissioners 

 Five ( 5 ) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council and Committees (not counted as pastors or CRE) 

   One ( 1 ) Treasurer 

 Twenty-three ( 23 ) Visitors  

 Three ( 3 ) Staff members 

 Two ( 2 ) Corresponding Members 

 Twenty ( 20 ) Churches were represented. (2 churches qualify to have 2 Elder Commissioners) 

 
  

COMMUNITY 

 

CHURCH 

 

TEACHING ELDER 

or CRE 

Present 

Excused 

Absent 

 

RULING ELDER 

COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Crews, Joe Absent Absent 

Aurora, MO First Presbyterian LaRue, Sheth Present Lowry, Kathy 

Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 

Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Excused Excused 

Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 

Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian LaRue, Chelsea May Excused Holt, Linda 

Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Present Scholfield, Jackie 

Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Choi, Shella Absent Absent 

Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Huffstetler, Jane Excused Click, Reed 

Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present Barrows Marilyn 

Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Excused Absent 

Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Present Absent 

Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
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Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Cherry, Clancy Present Simmons, Gwen 

Iola, KS First Presbyterian Davis, Daniel Present Vacant 

Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused Absent 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, Kira Present Beard, Sallie 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, John Present Mayo, Cheryl 

Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Rosenbaum, Susan Present Thomas, Shelley 

Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Vacant  Vacant Absent 

Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer, Julie Present Absent 

Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present Absent 

Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Frazier, Susan 

Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Present Absent 

Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Lee, William Absent Absent  

Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Bardeen, Robert Present Lovinger, Warren 

Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present  Peace, Judy 

Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Absent Absent 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Vacant Vacant Absent 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ------------------------ ---------- Absent 

Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Kimball, Jonathan 

Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobbema, Peggy Present Absent  

Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Groote, Marvin Excused Feyh, Phyllis 

Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Marsh, Sharon 

Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA -------------------------- --------- Morriss, Kathy 

Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant ----------------------- 

Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Excused Moore, Jana 

Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Hill, Dale Present Criswell, Sara 

Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Spencer, Charles Present Absent 

West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Dahlgren, Robert Present Hones, Ruth 

Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Mallory, Steven 

------------------------- Member at Large Foos, Laurie Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Becker, John Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Esselman, Greg Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Hollingsworth, Kent Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Nipper, John Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Winzenried, Dennis Present ------------------------- 

 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 

Presbytery moderator Spieth, Toni Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Holt, Jim Present 

General Council moderator Miller, Chris Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Dahlgren, Bob Present 

Committee on Ministry Daleske, Reina Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Committee on Representation  Whittington, Lorraine Present 
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Mission and Nurture Committee Hartley, Lou Ellen Present 

Mission and Nurture Committee Agnew, William Present 

Presbyterian Women Moderator Russell, Joan Present 

Treasurer Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Pastoral Presbyter Spencer, Malinda Present 

Stated Clerk Kick, Beth Present 

Recording Clerk Wilson, Gail Present 

 

VISITORS 

Agee, Laura, Candidate Anderson, Daphne 

Spfd., Trinity PCUSA 

Banz, Gayla 

Iola, First 

Bay, John 

Mount Vernon, First 

Behan, Jim 
Stockton Presbyterian 

Brownberry, Beth 
Stockton Presbyterian 

Cavicchia, Janine 
Spfd., Trinity PCUSA 

Cavicchia, Karen 
Spfd., Trinity PCUSA 

Cavvicchia, Tom & Barb 

Afton Presbyterian, 
Afton, Missouri 

Christie, Elizabeth 

Stockton Presbyterian 

Christie, Ellen 

Stockton Presbyterian 

Christie, Judy 

Stockton Presbyterian 

Dahlgren, Celeste 

West Plains, First 

Ellis, Jody 

Aurora, First  

Foval, Jane 

Mountain View, First 

Fraski Debra 

Crocker Presbyterian 

Hill, Gracie 
Stockton Presbyterian 

Holland, Willie 
Stockton Presbyterian 

Holt, DeAnn 
Spfd., Trinity PCUSA 

Hudgings, Carole 
Spfd., Trinity PCUSA 

Paz, Rebeca 

Kansas State University 

Zanders, Janice 

Rolla, First 

  

 

 

 

 FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 

 
 

1. That the Docket be approved.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 

 

8:30 a.m. 
Zoom Practice 

Informal Fellowship 
 

9:00 a.m. Call to Order Moderator, Elder Toni Spieth 

 Opening Prayer & Greeting from Host Church: 

Mission & Ministry of Trinity, Springfield 
The Reverend Chris Miller 

Document 
A 

Orientation to Videoconference Meeting Stated Clerk Beth Kick 

 
Introduction of Elder Commissioners and Ministers 

New to the Presbytery  
Moderator, Elder Toni Spieth 

B 

 

 
 

C 

Report of Stated Clerk 

• Declaration of a quorum 

• Approval of docket 

• Seating of corresponding members 

• Adoption of consent agenda 

Elder Beth Kick 

D Report of Committee on Ministry, Part 1 The Reverend Diane Cooke 

 Preparation for Worship  Moderator, Elder Toni Spieth 

 Service of Morning Worship / Education Time The Reverend Dr. Craig Barnes, preaching 
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 Break (10 minutes)  

E Report of Pastoral Presbyter Elder Malinda Spencer 

D Report of Committee on Ministry, part 2 Elder Reina Daleske 

F Report on Transitional Project Elder Reina Daleske; Elder Greg Emery 

G Report of Administrative Ministries Committee The Reverend Bob Dahlgren  

 Report of the Treasurer  The Reverend Dennis Winzenried 

H Report of COVID-19 Administrative Commission  The Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley 

I Report of General Council The Reverend Chris Miller 

J Report of Presbyterian Women Elder Joan Russell 

 Resolution of Thanks and Closing Prayer  

 We Go Out as a Worshipping Community  

 

The offering received during worship is split evenly to support the designated mission of the host church and the 
Creative Ministry Grant fund of the Presbytery. Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield, has designated their portion 

of the offering to benefit their ministry programs addressing homelessness and housing insecurity in Springfield. 

 

Please give online or mail a check to John Calvin Presbytery, P.O. Box 787, Shell Knob, MO 65747 with designation 
“Presbytery meeting offering.” 

 

 
2. That the following be seated as corresponding members.  We’re glad to have… 

   The Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes, our preacher today, from Pittsburg Presbytery 

   The Reverend Dixie Voss Anders, Heartland Presbytery 

 Seconded and approved. 
 

A special welcome to the Reverend Dr. Tom Cavicchia’s family, his wife, Karen Cavicchia, his children, Tom and 

Barb Cavicchia, Janine Cavicchia and Rebeca Paz. 
 

 A special welcome to all the loved ones of those who joined the Church Triumphant in 2020 

 
And another special welcome to our guests from Stockton Presbyterian Church.  We celebrate with them as we 

commission their pastor today. 

  

   

 

3. That the Consent Agenda be approved.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

*Indicates an action item moved from another report to the Consent Agenda 
From Stated Clerk’s Report—Packet 1, B 
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*1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the October 24, 2020 stated meeting of Presbytery and that      

      those minutes be approved. 

*2. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the January 29, 2021 called meeting of Presbytery and that  

     those minutes be approved. 

*3. That the Necrology Report be read during the worship service. 

 

From the Report of the Committee on Ministry—Packet 1, I 

*1.   That the 2021 terms of call between the Reverend Steve Traw and Carlyle Presbyterian Church, Carlyle, 
 Kansas be approved with the recommendation that time off and funding ($1500) for continuing education be 

 added for 2022. 

 
Salary    $225.00 Weekly 

Supply Minister Part-time 

Mileage    56 cents a mile or IRS RATE 

Visits 56 cents a mile or IRS RATE 

Start Date January 1, 2021 
   

  He will do Communion and Home Communions. 
  Pastoral Care:  Visits to Nursing Homes, Homes, Hospitals, Funerals & Phone Calls. 

  4 weeks of vacation. (no sick pay; it will be taken as vacation) 

  He will receive $225.00 and no mileage if church is called off because of weather. 
  (He receives an additional 4 weeks with no pay as needed.) 

 

 

*2.  That the 3-month renewable contract beginning December 1, 2020 between the Reverend Susan 
 Rosenbaum, Elder Phyllis Winzenried, Elder Louise Jones, and St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at 

 Kimberling City, Missouri be approved—and renewed for three months through May 2021-- with the 

 following terms: 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 (Reverend Rosenbaum will preach twice a month and Elder Winzenried and Elder Jones will each     

    preach once a month.) 
 

 

*3.  That the full-time Interim Pastor Contract between the Reverend Dr. Bob Bardeen and First Presbyterian 

 Church, Nevada, Missouri be approved (November 1, 2020 - November 1, 2021) with the following terms: 
 

Salary  43,750.00 

Social Security Offset 3,624.00 

Reimbursable Expenses    
  Continuing Education, professional expenses, 

  Mileage @IRS rate) 

5,500.00 

Board of Pensions (12% Post Retirement Dues) 5,250.00 

Reverend Rosenbaum: $700 per month $    700.00 

Mileage @ IRS rate $    262.20 

1 week off from office hours/quarter  

Elder Winzenried: $175 + mileage $    204.44 

Elder Jones: $175 + mileage $    197.08 

Total Cost to Church $ 1,363.72 
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Annuity 2,400.00 

Total Cos to Church Budget 60,524.00 

 2 weeks study leave 
 1 week vacation per quarter 

 

 
*4.   That the stated supply contract between Crane Presbyterian Church and Chelsea May LaRue, a candidate in 

 Mission Presbytery, be approved (January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021) with the following compensation: 

   

  $250.00 / week plus mileage at the IRS rate 
  Reimbursement up to $1,500 for continuing education expenses 

  4 weeks vacation 

  2 weeks continuing education leave 
 

 

*5.  That the stated supply contract between the session of Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri 
 and the Reverend Jane Huffstetler be approved (January 18, 2021 – February 28, 2022) with compensation 

 of $250.00 / week plus mileage at the IRS rate. 

 

 
*6.  That Presbytery concur with the placement of Shella Choi by the United Methodist Superintendent for 

 service at Erie Federated Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

*7.  That the updated CRE section of the COM Manual be approved. 

 

 
*8.  That Greg Emery’s terms of call be amended so that the $5,000 of reimbursable expenses be designated for 

 office expenses, vouchered monthly. 

 
 

From Administrative Ministries Report—Packet 1, G 

*1.  *That the financial, per capita, shared mission and investment reports for Year-end 2020 and the financial, 
 per capita and shared mission reports as of January 30, 2021 be filed for review. 

 
 

********** Concludes the Consent Agenda ********** 

 
FOR INFORMATION:  

1.  The Clerk is required to report those ministers serving within our bounds at the end of each year.  
 
MINISTERS SERVING IN JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020 

Anderson, John  Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Anderson, Kira  Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian 
Bardeen, Robert Nevada, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Cooke, Diane  Mountain View, Missouri First / Willow Springs, Missouri Willow Springs Presbyterian   

Cormack, Jack  Springfield, Missouri, Hillcrest Presbyterian and Gibson Chapel Presbyterian 

Dahlgren, Robert West Plains, Missouri, First Presbyterian 
Davis, Daniel  Iola, Kansas, First Presbyterian  

Dawson, Jennifer Parsons, Kansas, First Presbyterian 

Groote, Marvin  Springfield, Missouri, Southminster Presbyterian 
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Hartley, Lou Ellen Rolla, Missouri First Presbyterian 

Iannucilli, Christine Golden City, Missouri First Presbyterian 

LaRue, Sheth  Aurora, Missouri, First Presbyterian 
Lee, William  Neosho, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Mercer, Julie  Mt. Vernon, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Miller, Christopher Springfield, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
Roberts, Matthew Springfield, Missouri, Woodland Heights Presbyterian 

Rosenbaum, Susan Kimberling City, Missouri, St. Andrew Presbyterian 

Schwandt, Becky Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian / Ozark, Missouri, Ozark Presbyterian  
Shurtz, Charley  Galena, Missouri, St. Andrew @ Hideaway Presbyterian 

Spencer, Charles Webb City, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Witt, Jared  Fort Scott, Kansas, First Presbyterian 

Wobbema, Peggy Shell Knob, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian 
 
COMMISSIONED RULING ELDERS and RULING ELDERS* SERVING CHURCHES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 

2020 

Agnew, William Crocker, Missouri, Crocker Presbyterian 

Cherry, Clancy  Hollister, Missouri, Hollister Presbyterian 
Cuthbertson, Bob Mulberry, Kansas, Mulberry United Presbyterian 

Hill, Dale*  Stockton, Missouri, Stockton Presbyterian 

Oster, Timothy  Joplin, Missouri, Bethany Presbyterian 
 
MINISTERS OF ANOTHER DENOMINATION SERVING AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020 

Bartels, Robert  Greenfield, Missouri, Ebenezer Presbyterian / Assemblies of God 

Choi, Shella  Erie, Kansas, Federated Presbyterian / United Methodist 
Crews, Joe   Ash Grove, Missouri, United Methodist and Presbyterian / United Methodist  

Gantt, Larry  Baxter Springs First Presbyterian / United Methodist 

Pulleyking, Micki Springfield, Missouri, Westminster Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ         
Shurtz, JayE  Forsyth, Missouri, Community Presbyterian /The Missionary Church International 

Traw, Steve  Carlyle, Kansas, Carlyle Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ  

  
MINISTERS – MEMBERS AT LARGE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020 

Cunningham, Kimberly  Member at Large 

Endicott, Karla   Member at Large  

Foos, Laurie   Member at Large 

Kim, Abraham Tae Jong Member at Large  
Noonoo, K. O.    Member at Large 

Womack, Deanna  Member at Large  

 
MINISTERS HONORABLY RETIRED AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020 

Allerheiligen, Ron  Honorably Retired 

Becker, John   Honorably Retired 

Brueck, Robert   Honorably Retired 
Docherty, Robert  Honorably Retired 

Esselman, Greg   Honorably Retired 

Ferree, Greg   Honorably Retired 
Field, Bob   Honorably Retired 

Gray, Paul   Honorably Retired 

Harden-Evans, Vicki   Honorably Retired 
Havens, Bill   Honorably Retired 

Hill, Gilbert   Honorably Retired 
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Hollingsworth, Kent  Honorably Retired 

Huffstetler, Jane  Honorably Retired 

Luce, William   Honorably Retired 
MacArthur, Steve  Honorably Retired 

Nipper, John   Honorably Retired 

Porter, Wayne   Honorably Retired 
Simpson, Bob   Honorably Retired 

Skillings, John   Honorably Retired 

Stover, Timothy  Honorably Retired 
Stratman, Gary   Honorably Retired 

Walker, Carol   Honorably Retired 

Watson, Brock   Honorably Retired 

White, Jon   Honorably Retired 
Williams, Richard  Honorably Retired 

Williamson, Roger  Honorably Retired 

Winzenried, Dennis   Honorably Retired 
Young, Karl   Honorably Retired 

 

 

2.   John Calvin Presbytery has parity at meetings.  As of December 31, 2020, there are no more than 50 active 
 ministers in the presbytery.  There are 45 churches, two of which can bring two commissioners, making a 

 possible total of 47 ruling elder commissioners. There are 5 ruling elder commissioners currently serving 

 churches.  
 

3.   Thank you to all clerks of session, ministers, and administrative assistants who completed churches’ annual 

 reports and annual statistical reports in a timely fashion. 
 

 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
 

 
 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, Part I       THE REVEREND DIANE COOKE 

 

On behalf of the Committee on Ministry, Diane moved that Elder Dale Hill be examined by Presbytery for service 

as a Commissioned Ruling Elder to Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, Missouri,  1/3
rd

 time, for a three-

year renewable term, with the terms of call appearing below; that he be given permission to moderate the 

session, administer the Sacraments, and officiate at marriages; and that, if approved, he be commissioned 

during morning worship at this meeting of presbytery.   You have his Statement of Faith and Autobiographical 

Statement as part of my report. 

 
 

 

 

 2 weeks of continuing education leave  
 4 weeks of vacation leave 

 

Diane asked the first question of Dale.  After Dale answered the question, the floor was opened for questions.  The 
motion was made, seconded and approved to arrest the examination.  Dale was removed from the meeting and 

placed in a waiting room and a time for questions and discussion was given.  The motion was made, seconded and 

Annual Cash Salary  21,000.00 

Continuing Education Allowance 1,500.00 

Total Cost to Church 22,500.00 
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approved to suspend the examination and commission Dale Hill to serve the Stockton congregation with the 

terms of call set forth. 

 
Dale was brought back to the meeting and the presbyters welcomed Dale with applause.  The Reverend Kent 

Hollingsworth prayed for Dale and the Stockton congregation. 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
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********** Concludes Part I of the Report of the Committee on Ministry ********** 

 

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP   

 

The Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes preached the sermon “Yearning for Wisdom” based on the text, I Kings 3 : 1 – 

9.  The Reverend Dr. M. Craig Barnes is the seventh president of Princeton Theological Seminary.  He began his 

presidency January 2013 and also serves as professor of pastoral ministry.  His writing and academic work reflect 
his deep commitment to the theological formation of pastors to lead the church in changing times. 
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JCP Moderator Toni Spieth presided over the commissioning of Elder Dale Hill to special service as pastor at 

Stockton Presbyterian Church.   
 

The Reverend Chris Miller presided at the Table and Holy Communion was observed.  The offering received today 

will be divided evenly between John Calvin Presbytery’s Creative Ministry Grant and Trinity’s ministry programs 
addressing homelessness and housing insecurity in Springfield, Missouri.  Offering total will be announced at the 

202nd Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery on May 20, 2021.    Those participating in the worship service were 

liturgist James Martin, pianist Carla Wootton, and vocalist Robert Reed. 
 

The educational time was observed during worship time with two times for small group reflection. Each group was 

given a prompt for reflection and time for each group member to share their perspective.  The hope was for these 

times of connection to be a place for us all to name the ways this year has been hard and claim the hope we have for 
the year to come. 

 

The Necrology list of those teaching elders and ruling elders who died in 2020 was read during worship: 
 

TEACHING ELDERS 

The Reverend Dr. Thomas H. Cavicchia 

 

RULING ELDERS 

First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri   Craig A. Ellis 

Carlyle Presbyterian Church, Carlyle, Kansas,   Lyle Bartholomew 
First Presbyterian Church, Carthage, Missouri   Janet Tapley 

        Alonzo ( Lon ) McKinney 

First Presbyterian Church, Chanute, Kansas   Dr. Richard Good 
Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri  Leonard Clifford 

First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas   Wayne Cowen 

        Ruth Farmer 

        Marsha Hudson 
        Esther Anne Sewell 

        Charles Smith 

First Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri   JoAnne Streigel 
        Fred Lemley  

        Martha Feltych 

        Shirley Ramsour 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City, Missouri Lyleann Frank 

Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Church, Mt. Vernon, Missouri Helen Thomas 

        Peggy Meiklejohn 

First Presbyterian Church, Mt. View, Missouri   Mark Hall 
First Presbyterian Church, Parsons, Kansas   Wandalee (Redman) Shaw 

The Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Kansas   Marguerite Malle 

        Mary Elinor Reed 
First Presbyterian Church, Rolla, Missouri   Betty Lemp 

        Robert Rogers 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Shell Knob, Missouri  John Zielke 

Southminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri  Gladys Jester 
        Beverly Smith 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri  Eunice Carlene Anderson 

        SuzAnn Ferguson 
        Jerry Lee Redfern 
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        Vernon Ray Mears 

        James Ralph Wills 

        Michael Wayne Howell 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri  Harriett Mercer 

First Presbyterian Church, Webb City, Missouri   Bruce Benson 

First Presbyterian Church, West Plains, Missouri   Bo Pace 
Willow Springs Presbyterian Church, Willow Springs, Missouri Patricia R. Parks 

 

 
The Reverend Kent Hollingsworth and Elder Gaylene Jones spoke about the life of the Reverend Dr. Thomas 

Cavicchia. 
 

The Reverend Dr. Thomas Holgate Cavicchia died peacefully on May 27, 2020 at his home in Springfield, Missouri 

at the age of 91. 
 

He received a BA degree from Bloomfield College, Bloomfield, N.J. in 1951, a Master of Divinity from Princeton 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N.J. in 1954, and a Doctorate of Ministry (D. Min.) from McCormick Theological 

Seminary, Chicago, IL in 1986. 
 

Ordained by the Presbytery of Newark of the Presbyterian Church USA in June 1954, Dr. Cavicchia served as pastor 

of the Presbyterian churches in Ironton and Annapolis, Missouri from 1954 to 1962. During these years, he served 

as Chair of Iron Mountain Presbytery’s Christian Education Committee and as a member of the CE Committee of the 
Synod of Missouri. For seven years, he directed the presbytery’s camp and conference program. In 1959, he 

represented his presbytery as a commissioner to the General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church, USA and 

served a term as moderator of Iron Mt. Presbytery. In 1961, he was elected moderator of the Synod of Missouri. 
 

While serving as pastor in Mt. Vernon, Dr. Cavicchia also served a term as chair of the General Council of the Synod 
of Missouri and six years as chair of the Synod’s Christian Education Committee. During this time, he was 

instrumental in bringing together the CE committees of the UPCUSA and the PCUS (southern) Synods of Missouri. 

This action led to the forming of a joint National Missions committee for the two Synods and was quickly followed 

by the joining of the CE and NM committees of the various presbyteries of the Synods. This aided the formation of 
Union Presbyteries, belonging to both denominations until their reunion as the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 1983. 
 

Dr. Cavicchia was chair of the joint National Missions committee of the presbyteries at the time John Calvin Union 

Presbytery was formed by the uniting of Carthage Ozark Presbytery of the UPCUSA and John Calvin Presbytery of 

the PCUS. In 1970, he represented Carthage Ozark Presbytery as commissioner to the General Assembly. He was 
also active in the presbytery’s Camp and Conference programs, initiating and directing its Wilderness Float Camp 

program for a number of years. 
 

While serving the Mt. Vernon church, Dr. Cavicchia served the community as Institutional Representative to the Board 

of the Ozarks Area Boy Scout Council, Den Leader for his son’s Cub Scout den, chair of the County Heart Fund drive, 

and member of the Grade School PTA in which he held all offices. He also served as a Board member of the Summer 
Park Program, the Lawrence/Barry County Camp for Underprivileged Children, the Ozarks Area Community Action 

Committee, and the Mt. Vernon Rotary Club in which he also held all offices. 
 

Tom was called as Executive Presbyter of John Calvin Presbytery. He served in this capacity until his retirement in 

1994. 
  

While serving as Executive Presbyter, he also served for a number of years as Stated Clerk of the presbytery and on 

a number of committees and task forces of the UPCUSA and the PCUS and, after the denominational reunion, the 
PC (U.S.A.). He was very active in the annual Consultation of the Union Presbyteries, a group that formed originally 

to address common problems of relating to two denominations and later became a major force in the drive toward 

denominational reunion. He also again represented his presbytery as a commissioner to the annual meeting of the 
General Assembly and was an accredited visitor from the PC (U.S.A.) to the 1991 Assembly of the World Council of 

Churches in Canberra, Australia. 
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Upon his retirement, Dr. Cavicchia received many letters of appreciation for his pastoral care and his administrative 

leadership from former parishioners, pastors who had served in the presbytery during his tenure as executive, and 

colleagues from across the Church. 
  

In retirement, he continued to volunteer as a local fund raiser for the American Heart Association and, until a heart 
attack curtained his activities, briefly taught in an adult literacy program and delivered Meals on Wheels. For a 

number of years, he taught a course on Presbyterian Polity for the Presbytery Academy and has served as a member 

and the moderator of the presbytery’s Theology and Order committee. 
 

Dr. Cavicchia had a lifelong interest in the study of history and cultures. His travels took him to every state of the 

Union and to all six inhabited continents. Of particular interest were his visits to Christian churches in India, Nepal, 
and China, as well as to Switzerland to participate in a seminar at the World Council of Churches headquarters in  

Geneva. 

 
The Reverend Becky Schwandt spoke about the life of Elder Harriet Mercer. 
 

Harriett Nelson Mercer, age 85, of Springfield, joined the Church Triumphant on December 28th in the early 

morning. She died peacefully in her sleep while in the Memory Care Unit at Township Senior Living. 
 

She married The Reverend Jim Mercer and took on the role of “pastor’s wife” with a strong faith and much grace. 

She was married to Jim for 51 years before he died in 2009. 
 

Harriett’s career for over 20 years was serving the John Calvin Presbytery as the Administrative Assistant. She 

shared her faith, time, and creative energy to over 70 churches. 
 

Harriett had several loves. She loved music. She sang in the Sweet Adelines for a number of years. She also sang in 

the Westminster Presbyterian Church Choir, and her kids remember her leading the long family car trips with silly 

songs and rounds. When she would meet someone for the first time, she would share her name, “Harriett” and then 
start singing the song, “Harriet by Red Foley.” (you can look that up on YouTube.) 
 

She loved to travel and to take her family on fun adventures. She took great pride in organizing Mission Bus Trips 

for members of John Calvin Presbytery to see missions all over the United States. She left a legacy and many 

memories with those trips. 
 

A ten minute break was observed during which a slideshow scrolled thanking the churches in John Calvin Presbytery 

for their stewardship in 2020. 
  

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER               ELDER MALINDA SPENCER 
   

Elder Training 

According to The Book of Order (G-3.0201), sessions have the responsibility and power to arrange “training, 
examining, ordaining, and installing those elected by the congregation as ruling elders and deacons.”  There are 

almost as many ways to accomplish this as there are sessions!  Some sessions begin their year with a training retreat.  

Some devote a portion of each meeting to training.  We’re to be lifelong learners.  Serving on session or not, we’re 

called to study and learn.  Here are several possibilities: 

 
From the national church 

At pcusastore.com are two workbooks with leader helps. 

 

      
If you’re looking for something more ethereal, consider a study of the Confessions, 

or The Great Ends of the Church, also available from pcusastore.com.  
 

A variety of free training materials are located at www.pcusa.org/rulingelders.  Current and archived issues of the 
series Regarding Ruling Elders: A Monthly Series for Spiritual Leaders, are available at http://equip.pcusa.org.  
 

http://www.pcusa.org/rulingelders
http://equip.pcusa.org/
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The study Coming Alive in Christ, delivered through http://equip.pcusa.org is based on the theological principles of 

the constitutional questions asked and answered in ordination; questions of discussion and reflection are included.  

Leader Guides are provided; one using a monthly format of one question per lesson and the other using a three-lesson 
format. 
 

From the Presbytery 

Especially when the pandemic has abated more, I am available to provide elder training to your session.  We can 
design a custom experience to fit the needs of your session. 
 

Thanks for your service in our presbytery! 

 
********** Concludes the report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 

 

 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, Part II          ELDER REINA DALESKE 

On behalf of the Committee on Ministry, Reina congratulated the Honorably Retired Reverend Christine Iannucilli 

who recently retired from chaplaincy at Freeman Hospital in Joplin, Missouri.   Everyone clapped in honor of the 

retirement of the Reverend Iannucilli.  Reina also congratulated the Reverend John Becker.  The Reverend John 
Nipper read a letter from the congregation of Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church honoring Reverend Becker.  All 

applauded Reverend Becker upon his retirement.   

 
Reina moved that Presbytery celebrate the honorable retirement of the Reverend John Becker and dissolve the 

bonds of the pastoral relationship between the Reverend John Becker and Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian 

Church, Willard, Missouri, effective December 1, 2020.  No second was needed.  The motion was approved.  The 

Reverend Jack Cormack prayed for Reverend John Becker and his retirement. 
 

 
FOR INFORMATION: 
 

Actions taken: 

1. Permitted the Reverend Brian Ellison to labor in the bounds of John Calvin Presbytery to moderate the 
Terms of Call portion of Trinity PCUSA’s Congregational Meeting by Zoom on November 22, 2020. 

2. Set the COM meeting schedule for 2020-2021: 

December 3, 2020 
January 7 

February 4  

March 4  

April 8  
May 6  

June 3  

July 8 
August 12 

September 9  

October 7 
November 4 

December 2, 2021) 

consolidated February and March meetings into February 18 meeting. 

3. Removed the Reverend Bob Field from the Pulpit Supply List at his request. 

4. Authorized Elder Phyllis Winzenried and Elder Louise Jones to serve communion at St. Andrew 

Presbyterian Church at Kimberling City, Missouri when needed during 2021. 

5. Commissioned Elder Malinda Spencer to officiate at Table, moderate Session, and moderate 

Congregational meetings for the next three years (2021-2023). 

http://equip.pcusa.org/
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6. Appointed a committee to review the General Assembly’s Child / Youth / Vulnerable Adult Protection 

Policy and to make a determination if it is adequate for John Calvin Presbytery. The committee is currently 

drafting a policy for the presbytery and a template for use by our churches. 

7. Conducted a fit interview 

8. Placed Chelsea May LaRue on the Pulpit Supply List and approved her to preach three or more times in a 

row at Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri, if the way be clear. 

9. Amended and approved the annual Minister Form to update the previous forms in the Resources section of 
the COM Manual. 

10. Recommended that the COM liaisons be provided with the Minister Form for their churches annually. 

11. A subcommittee of COM (Reina Daleske, Susan Leonard, Kent Hollingsworth, Dennis Winzenried, 

Malinda Spencer) previewed the proposed new interim pastor model (“transitional project”) and presented 
it to COM. 

12. Assigned a subcommittee to review the Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE)portion of the COM Manual 

and present recommendations to COM. 

13. Assigned a subcommittee to communicate the necessity of completing boundaries training in January 2021 
with the pastors who were noncompliant in 2020. 

14. Received liaison reports. 

15. Approved the Reverend John Nipper to provide pulpit supply for the Advent season to the Willard-Mt. 

Zion Presbyterian Church, Willard, Missouri, congregation. 

16. Upheld the responsibility of the church to pay the moderator per Presbytery policy for moderating a 

Session or congregational meeting, whether held by Zoom or in person.  

( The Presbytery set the minimum at $50.00 for 2020 and $60.00 for 2021. ) 

17. Sent members to online training through the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. 

18. Conducted exit interviews. 

19. Granted permission for the Reverend Jennifer Dawson to labor outside our bounds for her aunt’s funeral in 

Odessa, Texas. 

20. Transferred the membership of the Reverend K.O. Noonoo to the Presbytery of Northern Kansas, effective 
February 1, 2021 ( to serve Westminster Presbyterian Church in Topeka, Kansas ). 

21. Approved Elder Dennis Pirkle to officiate at the Lord’s Supper on December 20, 2020, at First 

Presbyterian Church, Webb City, Missouri. 

22. Assigned a subcommittee to meet with pastors; received subcommittee’s reports.  

23. Examined Elder Greg Emery for call to work with our churches in transition; recommended that 

Presbytery enter into a working relationship with him. See minutes of called Presbytery meeting January 

19, 2021. 

24. Updated the Installation/Ordination section and form in the COM Manual. 

25. Authorized Commissioned Ruling Elder Tim Oster to officiate at a wedding at Bethany Presbyterian 

Church, Joplin, Missouri. 

26. Denied an exemption request from Boundaries Training and reaffirmed that COM requires all clergy and 

Commissioned Ruling Elders serving churches to attend JCP Boundaries Training in 2021. 

27. Reviewed and approved pulpit supply list. 

28. Appointed a subcommittee to meet with a session to address a request. 

29. Approved Elder Jerry Arnold to officiate at the Table at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Shell Knob, 

Missouri, on January 3, 2021. 

30. Received a report from the Administrative Commission working with Southminster Presbyterian Church, 

Springfield, Missouri, before they sold their building. 

31. Recognized the Reverend Christine Iannucilli, HR, as she recently retired from chaplaincy at Freeman 

Hospital. 

32. Approved incorporating the updated Commissioned Ruling Elder ( CRE ) section into the COM Manual 

(with the additional requirement of a full background check ( as required of all incoming pastors planning 

to serve a congregation ); thanked the subcommittee for its work. (See updated policy below.**) 
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33. Appointed a subcommittee to review a MIF. 

34. Authorized Elder Toni Spieth to moderate Scammon’s quarterly session meeting February 28, 2021. 

35. Gave approval for the Reverend John Nipper to preach at Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, Willard, 
Missouri, through Easter. 

 

 

** COMMISSIONED RULING ELDER (CRE) policy (previously found on pages 8-9 of the COM Manual) as 
updated by the Committee on Ministry February 18, 2021: 

 

Purpose and Goals  

The purpose of this program is to provide competent, informed, and consistent lay ministry for churches unable to 

have full or part-time ordained pastors, as well as to outline procedures for the preparation, examination, and 
continuing education of Commissioned Ruling Elders in John Calvin Presbytery.  
 

For a definition of a Commissioned Ruling Elder, refer to Book of Order G-2.1001.  
 

Requirements for Entering the CRE Program: 
1. Applicant must be an ordained Elder in the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

2. Applicant must submit a written statement of their personal faith journey and sense of call. 

3. Applicant must have the endorsement of the Session of their church. 
4. Applicant must have a college education (or equivalent, as determined by the Committee on Ministry.) 

5. Applicant must undergo a full (criminal, driving, financial) background check.   

6. Applicant must meet with and obtain the approval of the Committee on Ministry or its sub-committee for 
Commissioned Ruling Elders. 
 

Program Description:  

Training for those who have met the requirements outlined at an approved Presbyterian theological seminary (for 

example, the “Christian Leadership” (CLP/CRE) program of the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary, 

https://moodle.dbq.edu ). Participants benefit from a theological education, including interaction with faculty and 
other students, via the Internet.   
 

Eight core courses are required of CREs in the Presbyterian Church (USA). These are:  

Introduction to Old Testament 

Introduction to New Testament 
Pastoral Care  

Presbyterian Polity 

Reformed Theology 

Introduction to Preaching 
Foundations of Christian Education 

Reformed Worship and Sacraments  
 

An Online Learning Certification is also required. Taking two courses at a time, a student can complete the basic 

courses in approximately 18 months. 
  

Courses for advanced studies and continuing education opportunities for lay pastors and lay leaders are being 
slowly implemented into the basic curriculum.  
 

The cost of the program is approximately $75 for the Online Learning Certification and approximately $375 for 

each core course and elective, plus books and supplies. (Prices effective as of January 2021.) 

Requirements During CRE Training:  

1. Meet at least annually with the Committee on Ministry or its CRE subcommittee.  

https://moodle.dbq.edu/
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2. Meet quarterly or more--monthly is highly recommended--with a liaison from the Committee on Ministry. 

3. Undergo a psychological/career assessment with those costs to be shared  

between the CRE, the Session and the Presbytery.  
 

Requirements for Commissioning:  

1. Successful completion of the CRE Training program through an approved Presbyterian theological 
seminary. 

2. Preparation of a written Statement of Faith to the Committee on Ministry.  

3. Preside at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and preach for representatives of the Committee on Ministry. 
4. Preparation of a Personal Information Form.  

5. If person has not resided within our presbytery throughout their CRE training, a new criminal background 

check should be conducted before commissioning. 

6. Examination by the Committee on Ministry.  
7. Appointment by the Committee on Ministry to a congregational setting.  

8. Approval of call by the Presbytery.  

 

Requirements for Renewal of Commission of CREs:  

1. Participate in at least two continuing education experiences/events plus Boundaries Training per year. 

 

2. Actively participate in the life of John Calvin Presbytery (Examples: attend at least two presbytery meetings, 
serve on a presbytery committee, attend presbytery educational events, and/or facilitate participation in the 

presbytery by ruling elder(s) from your congregation). 

 
3. In an annual visit with the COM liaison and Session being served, determine ministry needs for renewal. 

 

4. Arrange and participate in quarterly meetings with a mentor assigned by the COM.  
 

BECOMING A COMMISSIONED RULING ELDER (CRE) --CHECKLIST 

 

Requirement Date 

completed 
Documentation 

provided? 

Step One -- Requirements for Entering the CRE Program:   

1. Ordained Elder in PC(USA)   

2. Written statement of faith journey and sense of call   

3. Endorsement by Session of church   

4. College education (or equivalent as determined by COM)   

5. Applicant must undergo a full (criminal, driving, financial) background 

check.   

  

6. Meet with and obtain approval of COM or its CRE subcommittee   

   

Step Two – Training through approved Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary 

  

1. Online Learning Certification   

2. Eight Core Courses:   

Introduction to Old Testament   

Introduction to New Testament   

Pastoral Care   

Presbyterian Polity   

Reformed Theology   

Introduction to Preaching   
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Foundations of Christian Education   

Reformed Worship and Sacraments    

   

Step Three -- Requirements During CRE Training   

1. Meet at least annually with the Committee on Ministry or its CRE 

subcommittee 

  

2. Meet quarterly or more--monthly is highly recommended--with a liaison 

from the Committee on Ministry. 

  

3. Undergo a psychological/career assessment with those costs to be shared  

between the CRE, the Session and the Presbytery.  

  

   

Step Four -- Requirements for Commissioning:    

1. Successful completion of the CRE Training program through an 

approved Presbyterian theological seminary (above). 

  

2. Preparation of an updated written Statement of Faith submitted to the 

Committee on Ministry. 

  

3. Preside at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and preach for 

representatives of the Committee on Ministry.  

  

4. Preparation of a Personal Information Form.    

5. If person has not resided within our presbytery throughout their CRE 
training, a new criminal background check should be conducted 

before commissioning. 

  

6.    Examination by the Committee on Ministry “as to personal faith, 
motives for seeking the commission, and the areas of instruction 

determined by presbytery” (BOO G-2.1002.  

  

7.    Appointment by the Committee on Ministry to a congregational 

setting.  

  

8.    Examination and approval of call by the Presbytery, “employing the 

questions contained in W-4.04” (G-2.1003) 

  

 

  

Step Five -- Requirements for Renewal of Commission of CREs:  
  

1. Participate in at least two continuing education experiences/events plus 
Boundaries Training per year. 

  

2. Actively participate in the life of John Calvin Presbytery (Examples: 

attend at least two presbytery meetings, serve on a presbytery committee, 

attend presbytery educational events, and/or facilitate participation in the 
presbytery by ruling elder(s) from your congregation). 

  

3. In an annual visit with the COM liaison and Session being served, 

determine ministry needs for renewal. 

  

4. Arrange and participate in quarterly meetings with a “mentor and 
supervisor” assigned by the COM. (G-2.1004) 
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Minutes of the Administrative Commission to Install 
 

The Reverend Kira Anderson 

and 

The Reverend John Anderson 
 

The administrative commission to install the Reverend Kira Anderson and the Reverend John Anderson as pastors of 

First Presbyterian Church of Joplin Missouri, convened at 3 p.m., Sunday, November 15, 2020. 
 

The following commission members were present 
 Elder Malinda Spencer, Executive Presbyter of John Calvin Presbytery 

 The Reverend Charles Spencer, pastor of First Presbyterian Church Webb City, Missouri 

 The Reverend Chris Miller, pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Missouri 
 Karolyn Schenemen, chair of the pastor nominating committee of First Presbyterian Joplin, Missouri 

 Daphne Anderson, elder from Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 

 The Reverend William Lee, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Neosho, Missouri 

 Toni Spieth, moderator of John Calvin Presbytery 
 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Toni Spieth.  The moderator of the commission reviewed the responsibilities 
of the various members of the commission. 
 

Karolyn Schenemen and the Reverend Will Lee shared in the liturgy of the worship service.  The Reverend Chris 

Miller delivered the sermon based on the text, Isaiah 43 : 1 – 7, 18 – 19. 
 

The constitutional questions to the pastor were asked by Toni Spieth.  Following the prayer of installation by Daphne 

Anderson, the charge to the pastor was given by Malinda Spencer.  The charge to the congregation was given by the 

Reverend Charles Spencer.  Following the declaration of installation, the benediction and closing prayer were given 
by the Reverends Kira and John Anderson. 
 

As instructed by John Calvin Presbytery when the Administrative Commission was formed, the Administrative 

Commission was dismissed, with thanks, upon the benediction of this worship service. 

 

**********Concludes the Report of Committee on Ministry********** 

 

 

REPORT OF TRANSITIONAL PROJECT COMMITTEE              ELDER REINA DALESKE 
 

Rise and Shine! It’s a New Day, A New Way! 
 

Who?    Greg Emery, Facilitator to “serve right along with you” 

- Married to the Rev. Anne Emery, honorably retired 

- Technologically savvy, change agent, culturally proficient, entrepreneurial, strategy and vision bridge-

builder, which are words noted on his minister information form 

- Pastor’s spouse, pastor/pulpit supply for over 20 churches, elder, developed and organized after school 

programs, lead vision committees, created Sunday school classes 

- Able to take technology and make it a personal experience 

- Master of Arts, Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary 

- Master of Business Administration; Arizona State University 

- Numerous PCUSA pastor and elder conferences 

- Vice president of Marketing or Business Development in IBM, Sony and other corporations 
 

Who?    Church Sessions with their congregation  

- Each congregation to provide a small number of designated leaders and a point-person 
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- At conclusion of each stage, the leaders will summarize their findings and recommendations 

- Congregations to arrange pulpit supply. Presbytery to arrange session moderators 

- Fee to be shared by Presbytery and participating church membership numbers. $1000 for churches under 75 

members; $2,000 for churches 76-150 members; $3,000 for churches over 150 members. There may be a 

$20/person for study materials. Fees may be paid monthly. 
 

What?  Interim ministry via technology and in-person, when possible 

All stages include scriptural guidance: teaching, parable, command. There are five historically developmental tasks 

for interim ministry. We will be using technology in a new way to satisfy and learn from the following stages. Each 
church will agree when they are ready to move from phase to phase. 
 

- General trends. Demographics, attitudes and changes that have or will affect every church in America. 
Attitudes among younger generations toward Christianity. To help congregations understand the seismic 

shifts in American culture. 

- Local trends. What is the Presbyterian church known for = positioning 

- Long term goals, dreams vision. How and why do churches successfully progress? Read, watch, study, 

research and put into context of the local congregation. Generate specific, all-encompassing, sustainable 

alternative paths. 

- Decision-making. Where to invest, risk, and sacrifice. Articulate the new mission, describe the life of the 

church, including worship and gain congregational agreement. 

- Planning and execution. Make challenging calls on organization, staffing, budgets, and milestones. Leaders, 
liaisons and COM to give the gift of encouragement. 

 

When?  This innovative adventure begins now! 

- By participating in this adventure at the ground level, each congregation will be able to discover new paths 

to share God’s love, enhance their own fellowship, and share this model with other presbyteries to learn and 

grow. 

- As the transition teams come into place in each congregation, they will meet either bi-weekly or monthly 

based upon Greg’s recommendation and may be paired with other congregations.  

Why?   To lead people into the presence of God 

- To address the challenge to find interim pastors who are willing to serve our vacant churches by attending 

in-person worship or making a move to a different city or state during the pandemic. By doing the work now 

through technology, we can be ready to submit the appropriate paperwork to call a pastor. 

- To be confidently prepared to embrace and experience church in an even more inclusive way in which those 

who are unable to attend in person, can participate virtually. 

- Equip these churches to accomplish their interim tasks to better prepare to call a new pastor 

- Why do we need a trained interim pastor? 
 

How?    Using technology and open door 

- Currently via technology. In-person will be added when safe to travel and gather due to pandemic. 

- Greg will be developing and producing energizing and informative presentations using videos, articles, 

books, and discussions 

- An Open door for the congregations and Presbytery to comment on the process, its components and pace is 

provided and encouraged. 
 

Benefits? Together we are stronger to share God’s message of love, peace and hope to others 

- Discover more about your church, community, and yourself to feel and share your purpose in how to be the 

light and “the church” in creative ways. 

- Appreciate ways to connect with others within the presbytery and share ideas and encouragement. 
 

(Additional information about the Transitional Project is included in the Minutes of the January 19, 2021 Called Meeting of 

Presbytery.) 

 

**********Concludes the Report of Transitional Project Committee********** 
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REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE       REVEREND BOB DAHLGREN 

  

FOR ACTION:  (Items with an * are included in the consent agenda.) 
 

1.  *That the financial, per capita, shared mission and investment reports for Year-end 2020 and the 

financial, per capita and shared mission reports as of January 31, 2021 be filed for review. 

 
FOR INFORMATION: 

The Committee recommends that churches attend the Presbyterian Foundation’s Day of Learning: 

 March 2, 2021 11:30 am (EST) - March 2, 2021 6:30 pm (EST) 

Registrants can attend any one or all offerings live on that day of the event, or watch them later as it will be recorded. The 

Day of Learning will include three free workshops with stewardship and church leaders in a casual, virtual setting. There 

will be questions and answer time, too. 
 

8:30 am PST/11:30 am EST – Church Mission and Sustainability with Stephen Keizer and Rev. Gail Monsma 

This workshop will provide ideas for creating a culture of generosity through a comprehensive stewardship program. We 

will talk about how people give, donor motivation, how to craft your mission story, leadership’s role in stewardship, 

provide giving tools as well as discuss how planned giving fits into a stewardship. 
 

11:00 am PST/2:00 pm EST – Virtual Campaigns and Online Giving with Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley and Karl Mattison 

In this seminar, we will share the top 5 features that we can leverage from a virtual stewardship campaign and how we can 

effectively use these tools going forward. The pandemic has been a miserable experience, but let’s grasp and grow from 

lessons learned. 
 

2:30 pm PST/5:30 pm EST – Practical Tips for Church Budgeting with Olanda Carr and Rev. Dr. Jonah So 

In this workshop we will cover the basic items to consider when creating a church budget. An overview of the various 

types of church budgets – zero-based, program, line-item, and narrative – will be provided. 

 

Actions taken: 
1. With advice of our attorney of record, authorized Pastoral Presbyter Malinda Spencer to sign a Correction 

Quitclaim deed with the correct legal description for land purchased from John Calvin Presbytery in 2004 

and present the deed to the office of Robert L. Gross. 

2. Set the following dates for stated meetings for the Administrative Ministries Committee in 2021: 
  Tuesday, February 9th at 2 p.m., by Zoom 

  Tuesday, April 27th at 2 p.m., by Zoom 

  Tuesday, July 27th at 2 p.m. by Zoom 
  Tuesday, October 26th at 2 p.m. by Zoom 

3. Approved allowing First Presbyterian Church, Neosho, to begin the process of selling their manse. 

4. Planned evaluation interviews with staff.  

5. Set a called committee meeting for March 2, 2021 to complete the staff evaluation process. 

6. Received with thanks, the resignation of the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum as bookkeeper for John Calvin 

Presbytery. 

 

 

********** Concludes the report of Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 

 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER        THE REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 

Dennis pointed out the details of the financial situation of the presbytery.  Dennis also invited questions about the 

finances.  

 
********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
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REPORT OF COVID-19 ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION -THE REVEREND LOU HARTLEY 

 

Members of Commission: Reverend Dennis Winzenried, Reverend Chris Miller, Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley, 
Commissioned Ruling Elder Bill Agnew and Elder Martha Bledsoe. 
 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
 

The total amount of funding for the grants as of February 10, 2021 was $49,000, of which $23,800 has been for 

technology and $25,200 has been for community needs. Below is a list of the grants that have been funded: 
 

Date Church Amount Purpose    AV = Audio Visual,  CN = Community Needs 

6/23/2020 Gibson Chapel Presbyterian, Springfield, MO 1,000 AV 

6/23/2020 Hillcrest Presbyterian, Springfield, MO 1,500 AV 

6/23/2020 Woodland Heights Presbyterian, Springfield, MO 1,500 AV - Streaming 

6/23/2020 Trinity Presbyterian – Springfield, MO 1,500 CN - food and shelter 

6/23/2020 First Presbyterian, Nevada, MO 1,000 CN - food and shelter 

8/28/2020 Community Presbyterian, Forsyth, MO 1,500 AV 

8/28/2020 First Presbyterian, Parsons, KS 1,500 CN - better WiFi to assist with student education 

9/11/2020 Crocker Presbyterian, Crocker, MO 1,500 CN - food and shelter 

9/11/2020 First Presbyterian, Rolla, MO 1,500 CN - food and shelter 

9/11/2020 First Presbyterian, Aurora, MO 1,500 AV - ministry to home bound members 

 End of First Quarter    

10/21/2020 First Presbyterian, Mountain View, MO 2,500 CN - food, hygiene supplies 

10/21/2020 Hillcrest Presbyterian, Springfield, MO 2,500 AV - live streaming 

11/18/2020 Westminster Presbyterian, Springfield, MO 2,500 AV 

11/18/2020 Hollister Presbyterian, Hollister, MO 2,000 CN - food 

11/18/2020 Crane Presbyterian, Crane, MO 2,500 CN - food and shelter 

12/1/2020 Crocker Presbyterian, Crocker, MO 2,500 CN - food and shelter 

12/3/2020 Trinity Presbyterian – Springfield, MO 2,500 CN - food and shelter 

12/7/2020 Ozark Presbyterian - Ozark, MO 1,200 CN - Food for the hungry 

12/8/2020 First Presbyterian - Rolla, MO 2,500 CN  - Backpack program. Food for students 

 End of Second Quarter   

12/8/2020 Ozark Presbyterian - Ozark, MO 2,500 AV - upgrades to their present system 

12/29/2020 First Presbyterian - West Plains, MO 2,500 AV - upgrades to their present system 

1/15/2021 First Presbyterian - Nevada, MO 2,500 AV - upgrades to their present system 
    

Subtotal :  42,200  
 

Grants funded since January 20, 2021: 

2/2/2021  Trinity Presbyterian – Springfield, MO  2,500 AV 
2/9/2021  Crocker Presbyterian—Crocker, MO  1,800 AV 

2/9/2021  United Methodist/Presbyterian—Ash Grove  2,500 CN 

2/25/2021 St. Andrew—Kimberling City   2,500 CN 

 

Total Audio/Video Upgrades:             $ 23,800 

Total Community Needs Grants:       $ 27,700 

Total Grants Funded:        $ 51,500 
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As the needs are as great as or greater than when we began the application process, and we still have approximately 

$48,500 left out of the original $100,000 that was set aside for the grants, the commission requested General Council 
to ask Presbytery to continue providing funds up to the $100,000, keeping track of grants awarded monthly and 

maintaining the quarterly format for applications. The present members of the task force agreed to continue to serve 

if asked. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the COVID-19 Administrative Commission ********** 

 

 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                THE REVEREND CHRIS MILLER 

General Council gave notice at the last stated meeting of Presbytery (October 24, 2020) that Council proposes a 

change to the Bylaws and Manual of Operations, recommending: 

• That the Class of 2021 serve until the end of December 2021 

• That, beginning in 2021, John Calvin Presbytery elect and install officers and committee members at 

its last stated meeting of the year, and 

• That the new officers and committee members take office on January 1 of the following year. 

Thus, terms of service will no longer be “from September 1 through August 31,” but “will be from January 1 

through December 31.”  

 

Moderator Chris Miller moved that the suggested wording replace the current wording in the Bylaws (3.10 and 

4.40) as highlighted below: 

 

Bylaws -- Current wording 

3.10 Moderator  

The Moderator shall be elected for a term of one (1) year during the third stated meeting of Presbytery and shall 
ordinarily be installed at the fourth stated meeting of Presbytery. Terms of service will be from September 1 through 

August 31. As long as he or she is a member of Presbytery, the Moderator will serve until a successor is installed. If 

the Moderator is unable to moderate, the Moderator-elect will do so. Ordinarily, the Moderator will alternate between 
clergy and elder and between male and female so that all are equally represented.  

The duties of the moderator shall be those provided for in the Book of Order G-3.0104.  
 

4.40 General Council Officers  

(a)  The Moderator of the General Council shall be the immediate past Moderator of Presbytery and shall 

 assume this office upon installation of the next Moderator of Presbytery.  
(b)  The Moderator-elect of Presbytery shall serve as the Vice-Moderator of the General Council, and shall be  

 Acting-Moderator in the event of the absence, the death, or the inability to serve of the Moderator of the 

 General Council.  

  The Moderator-elect of Presbytery shall be elected for a term of one (1) year during the third stated 
  meeting of Presbytery and shall ordinarily be installed at the third stated meeting of Presbytery. As 

  long as he or she is a member of the Presbytery, the Moderator-elect will serve until a successor is 

  installed. The Moderator-elect shall ordinarily succeed to the office of Moderator.  
(c) The General Council may elect such other officers as it deems necessary. 4.50 General Council Responsibilities  

 

BYLAWS – PROPOSED WORDING: 

3.10 Moderator  
 The Moderator shall ordinarily be elected for a term of one (1) year and installed during the last stated 

 Presbytery meeting of the year. Terms of service will be from January 1 through December 31. As long as 

he  or she is a member of Presbytery, the Moderator will serve until a successor is installed. If the Moderator is 
 unable to moderate, the Moderator-elect will do so. Ordinarily, the Moderator will alternate between clergy 

 and elder and between male and female so that all are equally represented.  
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 The duties of the moderator shall be those provided for in the Book of Order G-3.0104.  

 

4.40 General Council Officers  
 “(b)  … The Moderator-elect of Presbytery shall ordinarily be elected and installed for a term of one (1) year 

 during the last stated Presbytery meeting of the year….” 

 

No seconded is needed.  A time for questions and discussion was given.  The motion was then approved. 

 

 

Chris then moved that “last stated Presbytery meeting of the year” replace “third stated meeting of 

Presbytery” and that the other suggested wording replace the current wording in the Manual of Operations 

(3.10,  4.04, 4.61, 4.62a, and 4.63) as highlighted below: 

 

Manual of Operations -- Current wording:  

4.04  Members of standing committees will ordinarily be elected at the third meeting of presbytery and be installed 

at the third stated meeting. Terms of service will be from September 1 to August 31. When vacancies occur, the 
Committee on Representation will be informed by the Moderator of the appropriate committee. The Committee on 

Representation will present a nominee to fill the vacancy at the next stated meeting of Presbytery. Committee 

members elected to fill unexpired terms will take office immediately upon election.   

 
MANUAL OF OPERATIONS—PROPOSED WORDING 

3.10 General Council…Nominate members of the Committee on Representation at the last stated Presbytery meeting 

of the year 
 

4.04  Members of standing committees will ordinarily be elected and installed at the last stated Presbytery meeting 
of the year. Terms of service will be from January 1 to December 31. When vacancies occur, the Committee on 

Representation will be informed by the Moderator of the appropriate committee. The Committee on Representation 

will present a nominee to fill the vacancy at the next stated meeting of Presbytery. Committee members elected to 
fill unexpired terms will take office immediately upon election.  
 

4.61 “This committee [Committee on Representation] will nominate to the Presbytery, the following at the last stated 
Presbytery meeting of the year or when vacancies occur: (a.) Moderator of Presbytery, (b.) Moderator-elect of 

Presbytery…” 
 

4.62a. “…Commissioners to the General Assembly and their alternates will be nominated and elected at the last stated 

Presbytery meeting of the year…” 
 

4.63 …”the Committee on Representation shall bring to the presbytery at the last stated Presbytery meeting of the 
year the names of commissioners to the Synod.” 
 

No second is needed.  A time for questions and discussion was given.  The motion was then approved. 
 

 

Chris moved that the COVID-19 Administrative Commission continue the grant program for 9 more months, 

beginning in March, or until the funds run out, with the same people serving on the commission  

 (Dennis Winzenried, Chris Miller, Lou Ellen Hartley, Bill Agnew, and Martha Bledsoe). 

 

No second is needed.  A time of questions and discussion was given.  The motion was then approved. 
 

FOR INFORMATION: 

The total offering collected at the 200th meeting of Presbytery on October 24, 2020 was $159.98 of which $80.00 
went to Crocker Presbyterian Church for the Crocker Food Pantry and $79.99 to the Creative Ministries Grant Fund 

of the Presbytery. 
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Actions taken:  

* 
• Invited Co-Moderators of General Assembly to engage with us during our May Stated Presbytery meeting 

concerning the Matthew 25 initiative. 

* 
Invited Co-Moderators of General Assembly to engage with us during our May Stated Presbytery meeting 

concerning the Matthew 25 initiative. 

* Approved docket as amended for February 

* Approved participation in the Vital Congregations initiative. 

* 

Approved, when someone who is not a member of John Calvin Presbytery preaches for worship at a 

presbytery meeting, using funds in the presbytery meeting line item to make a donation to the institution that 

employs the preacher, in the value of the current pulpit supply amount. 

* 
Requested more information about our potential obligations and benefits if involved in events being planned 
by executive presbyters in the Synod.  

 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 

 

 

REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN                         MODERATOR JOAN RUSSELL 

Presbyterian Women of John Calvin Presbytery are continuing to support our purpose: 
 Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves 

  - to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 

  - to support the mission of the church worldwide, 
  - to work for justice and peace, and 

  - to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church  

   (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom. 
 

Even though our efforts have been altered by the Covid pandemic, local mission projects continue.  We also support 

each other through our newsletter, "Women's Word", with encouragement and hope.  Many circles have found ways 
to again meet for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. There are countless efforts in our congregations to take care of 

our own and our communities in this time of great need and isolation. 
 

We have joined the Synod of Mid-America for their Second Saturday Synod"Sircle" gatherings.. The last on February 

13 featured women from Heartland and Gidddings-Lovejoy presbyteries with their enlightening reports of trips to 
Alabama.  The next event will be April 10 continuing with speakers on racial injustice. 
 

Horizon's magazine and www.presbyterianwomen.org continue to be sources of information, hopeful ideas and 

resources for us all. 
 

The Churchwide Gathering in August has been cancelled in St. Louis but we are making plans for the business 

meeting and look forward to our Fall Gathering in Joplin at First Presbyterian Church on September 18th. 

 
********** Concludes the report of the Presbyterian Women ********** 

 

 
 

MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE  FOR INFORMATION 

The Mission and Nurture Committee wants you to mark your calendars for Equipping the Saints October 23, 2021. 

David Gambrell from the Office of Theology and Worship will join us to speak on daily prayer. Also, the Committee 
on Representation wants you to start thinking about commissioners to attend General Assembly in 2022, which will 

be a mix of in-person and online gatherings. 

 

 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
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********** Concludes the report of the Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 

The prayer shawl was passed virtually from Trinity Presbyterian Church PCUSA to the next host of the 202nd 

Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery, First Presbyterian Church of Parsons, Kansas. 
 

 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS                          THE REVEREND BECKY SCHWANDT 

Whereas, we sometimes used to give thanks for the ease of parking and comfortable pews; and, 
 

Whereas, we often used give thanks for plentiful coffee and good food; and, 
 

Whereas, we always used to give thanks for meaningful worship and joyful fellowship; 
 

We acknowledge our meetings are different now, however, let it be resolved that no matter the look of our meetings 

we are overwhelmed with things for which to be grateful. 
 

Be it further resolved, that worship is still always meaningful and our time together is still joyful. Now often 
humorous in our mishaps and electronic struggles - be it technological or otherwise, and 
 

Be it further resolved, that we can now have exactly what we want to eat (including our communion elements), 

exactly when we want it without worry of spilling anything on the sacred church carpet, and   
 

Be it further resolved, that we did not have to get up hours ahead of time for a commute and we get to choose our 

own comfortable seating, because let’s be honest, pews are not actually all that comfortable.    

We acknowledge some of us like these meetings better, and  
 

Be it further resolved, that we lift up thanks for all of these things and many others not “officially” listed in the 
resolution.  
 

Finally, be it resolved that we give thanks Trinity Presbyterian Church, who would have had good parking, decently 

comfortable pews, great food and unlimited coffee, for leading us in such a meaningful worship service today and 
sharing with us some of how they do the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ in their community.  

 

 
The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.   

 

Elder Jane Foval concluded the meeting in prayer at 12:13 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


