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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 

200
th

 STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 

      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 

The 200th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Moderator Toni Spieth.  Toni 

welcomed everyone and introduced Commissioned Ruling Elder Bill Agnew, pastor of the host church, Crocker 

Presbyterian.  Bill brought greetings from Crocker and opened with prayer. A PowerPoint presentation about the 
ministry and missions of the church was shared with the presbyters. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Honorably Retired minister, served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 

 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                                                 ELDER BETH KICK 

Based on the participants’ list and the registration roll, Beth Kick, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  
(“A quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six 

(6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are 

represented by ruling elders.”) 

 
ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the 200

th
 Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 65 and as follows: 

 Sixteen ( 16 ) Teaching Elders serving a church 

 Three ( 3 ) Teaching Elders Honorably Retired and members at large, currently not serving a church 

 Four ( 4 ) Commissioned Ruling Elders serving a church 

 Twenty-one ( 21 ) Ruling Elder Commissioners 

 Nine ( 9 ) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council and Committees 

   One ( 1 ) Treasurer 

 Ten ( 10 ) Visitors  

 Three ( 3 ) Staff members 

 Two ( 2 ) Corresponding Members 

 Nineteen ( 19 ) Churches were represented. (3 churches qualify to have 2 Elder Commissioners) 

 
  

COMMUNITY 

 

CHURCH 

 

TEACHING ELDER 

or CRE 

Present 

Excused 

Absent 

 

RULING ELDER 

COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Crews, Joe Absent Absent 

Aurora, MO First Presbyterian LaRue, Sheth Present Lowry, Kathy 

Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Excused Absent 

Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 

Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 

Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Huffstetler, Jane Excused Holt, Linda 

Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Present Marso, Alan 

Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Choi, Shella Absent Absent 

Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Shurtz, JayE Present Absent 

Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Excused Absent 

Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Present Pirkle, Dennis 
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Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 

Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 

Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Cherry, Clancy Present Simmons, Gwen 

Iola, KS First Presbyterian Davis, Daniel Present Shetlar, Kenneth 

Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused Absent 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, Kira Absent Cage, Jane 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, John Absent Sapp, Michael 

Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Thomas, Shelley 

Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 

Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer, Julie Present Absent 

Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present Absent 

Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Foval, Jane 

Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Present Absent 

Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Lee, William Present Absent  

Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Bardeen, Robert Present Byers, Steven 

Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present  Woolery, Barbara 

Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Bowen, Cheryl 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Vacant Present McCune, Roger 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ------------------------ ---------- Absent 

Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Cottingham, Pam 

Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobbema, Peggy Excused Absent  

Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Groote, Marvin Excused Absent 

Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Marsh, Sharon 

Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA -------------------------- --------- Morriss, Kathy 

Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant ----------------------- 

Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Excused Moore, Jana 

Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Hill, Dale Present Criswell, Sarah 

Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Spencer, Charles Present Absent 

West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Dahlgren, Robert Present Absent  

Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Absent Absent 

Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Mallory, Candace 

------------------------- Member at Large Noonoo, K. O. Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Nipper, John Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Rosenbaum, Susan Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Winzenried, Dennis Present ------------------------- 

 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 

Presbytery moderator Spieth, Toni Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Holt, Jim Present 

General Council moderator Miller, Chris Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Vacant Vacant 

Committee on Ministry Daleske, Reina Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
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Committee on Representation  Whittington, Lorraine Present 

Mission and Nurture Committee Hartley, Lou Ellen Present 

Mission and Nurture Committee Agnew, William Present 

Presbyterian Women Moderator Russell, Joan Present 

Treasurer Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Pastoral Presbyter Spencer, Malinda Present 

Stated Clerk Kick, Beth Present 

Recording Clerk Wilson, Gail Present 

 

VISITORS 

Agee, Laura, Candidate Bay, John 

Mt. Vernon, First 

Dahlgren, Celeste 

West Plains, First 

Fraski, Debbie 

Crocker Presbyterian 

Grishom, Debra,  

Crocker Presbyterian 

Hudgings, Carole, 

Spfd., Trinity  

Layman, Ronnie 

Crocker Presbyterian 

Schofield, Jackie 

Crocker Presbyterian 

Trotter, Janet 

Spfd., Westminster 

   

 

 

 FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 

 
1.  That the Treasurer’s report come directly before, instead of after, the report of the Administrative 

Ministries committee, and that the docket so amended be approved.  Seconded.  Call for discussion. Motion 

was approved.  
 

DOCKET   

200
th

 Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Crocker Presbyterian Church – Crocker, Missouri  

( Zoom Videoconference ) 

October 24, 2020 

Document Informal Fellowship / Zoom Practice  

9:00 a.m. Call to Order Moderator, Elder Toni Spieth 

 Opening Prayer & Greeting from Host Church; 

Mission & Ministry of Crocker Presbyterian  

Commissioned Ruling Elder, Dr. Bill 
Agnew 

A Orientation to Videoconference Meeting / Attendance Stated Clerk Beth Kick 

 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the 

Presbytery  

Moderator, Elder Toni Spieth 

 

B 

 

 
 

C 

D 

E 

Report of Stated Clerk 

• Declaration of a quorum 

• Approval of docket 

• Seating of corresponding members 

• Adoption of consent agenda 

• Guidance for annual congregational meetings 

• Celebrating our History 

Elder Beth Kick 

 

 
 

 

 

The Reverend Julie Mercer 

 Preparation for Worship  

 

Moderator, Elder Toni Spieth  

The Reverend Becky Schwandt 

 Service of Morning Worship 

Psalm 139:21-24; “The Hunger for Home” 

The Reverend Dr. Alton Pollard III, 
preaching 

 Education Time  The Reverend Becky Schwandt 

 Break   

 Report of Pastoral Presbyter Elder Malinda Spencer 
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 Farewell from Synod Executive The Reverend Landon Whitsitt 

 Report of Synod Commissioner Elder Reina Daleske 

 Report of the Moderator  Elder Toni Spieth 

 Report of the Treasurer  The Reverend Dennis Winzenried 

F Report of Administrative Ministries Committee The Reverend Bob Dahlgren 

G Report of Committee on Ministry Elder Reina Daleske 

H Report of Committee on Representation  Elder Lorraine Whittington 

 Report of COVID-19 Administrative Commission  The Reverend Dennis Winzenried 

I Report of General Council The Reverend Chris Miller 

J Report of Presbyterian Women --See written report. Elder Joan Russell 

 Resolution of Thanks and Closing Prayer The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum 

 We Go Out as a Worshipping Community  

 

2. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 

  The Reverend Vicki Evans, Honorably Retired from Missouri River Valley Presbytery 

  The Reverend Dr. Alton Pollard, III, from Mid-Kentucky Presbytery, our preacher today 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 

3. That the Revised Consent Agenda be approved.  Seconded and approved. 

 

 
CONSENT AGENDA  

 

From the Stated Clerk Report—Packet 1, B 

1. * To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the August 3, 2020 stated meeting of Presbytery and 

 that those minutes be approved. 

 

From the Report of the Administrative Ministries Committee—Packet 1, F 

1. *That the financial reports, per capita and shared mission, as of September 30, 2020, be filed for  
 review. 

2.   *That the 2018 financial review by KPM be received. (KPM is in the process of conducting the 2019 

 financial review which is expected by year-end.)  

 

From the Report of the Committee on Ministry—Packet 1, G 

1. *That the 3/8-time stated supply contract between Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church,  
  Springfield, Missouri and the Reverend Matthew Roberts (August 1, 2020 – July 31, 2021) be 

  approved with the following terms of call: 

Salary 18,000.00 

Continuing Education 1,500.00 

4 weeks of vacation  

2 weeks of Continuing Education leave  

 

2. *That a report from the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church, Lockwood, be  
 received.  

 

Supplemental Documents 

 

See Also:  2018 Management Letter 

       2018 Financial Statement by KPM 
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2020-8-10      Administrative Commission Minutes (AC)                                               

   First Presbyterian Church  Lockwood, MO    

In attendance:  Margo Haubein and Loretta Koontz are the last two members of the church.  Gary Haubein, husband 

of Margo and brother of Loretta sat in.   

Rev. Jack Cormack, Kathleen Strait, and Toni Spieth members of the AC met at Haubein’s home. 

Excused:  Rev. Christine Iannucilli, Carole Hudgings   
1:30 p.m. Toni opened with prayer then shared the plan for the meeting.  Each one introduced self.  After 

discussion, here are the following items we all agreed upon: 

1) A booklet of history will be located in order to share this information with John Calvin Presbytery.  If there 

is only one, Rev. Jack offered to copy it for the historical record of the PC(USA).  

2) All acknowledged the church is not viable.   

3) Rev. Jack recognized the session of Margo and Loretta, to be moderated by the AC, so that any 

decisions/actions will be mutually agreed upon by both members of the church and the AC before carrying 

out. 

4) Loretta and Margo were invited to take any items from the church that would be a keepsake for them i.e.: 

lamp, picture, book, plate, plaque etc. 

5) We voted by consensus to dissolve the pastoral relationship between Rev. Christine Iannucilli and the 

church.  Her last paycheck was March 2020.   

6) Rev. Christine’s name will be removed from the checking account when these minutes are sent and 

Kathleen Strait will be added to the checking account.  The two utility bills will be automatically paid but 

any other check that needs to be written must have the okay of Margo, Loretta, and the AC. 

7) Loretta and Margo will get in contact with Elaine Kaelke to explore her continued interest in purchasing the 

Lockwood Church building for the purpose of turning it into a community museum.  If Elaine is interested, 

a meeting will be arranged by Loretta or Margo with her, the AC, and all interested parties.  If agreeable 

terms can be negotiated, an attorney competent in real-estate contracts will be employed to write the 

contract including a title/deed search.  If agreeable terms cannot be negotiated, the property will be listed 

for sale with Lockwood Enterprises.   

8) Loretta will locate a last bond/CD/annuity worth $5,000 and notify the AC.   

 

Rev. Jack closed with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Toni Spieth 

 
********** Concludes the Consent Agenda ********** 

 

Stated Clerk, Beth Kick moved that, with the recommendation of General Council and the approval of their 

sessions, the dates and hosts of the 2021 stated meetings of presbytery be approved:    

Saturday, February 27 – Trinity, Springfield (Zoom meeting) 

Thursday, May 20 – First, Parsons (Zoom meeting) 

Tuesday, August 3 – First, Iola (Zoom or in-person) 

Saturday, November 6 – First, Neosho (Zoom or in-person) 

Motion was approved. 

 

FOR INFORMATION:  

1. Clerk of session training, as well as the annual review of session minutes and roll books, was postponed due to 

COVID-19. The Book of Order mandates this review annually or biennially (G-3.0108). However, clerks’ 

trainings will be held by Zoom and telephone in November to help clerks navigate annual congregation meetings 
and annual reports during the pandemic. 
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2. Pastors, clerks, and sessions are encouraged to review the guidance in Document D and the Advisory Opinion in 

the Addenda for guidance on holding annual congregational meetings during the pandemic. Contact the Stated 
Clerk with questions. 

 

3. Each year the Stated Clerk is to report a list of those members who have served in the past on the Permanent 

Judicial Commission and when their term expired, in case they would be needed again.  That list is as follows: 
Class of 2013              The Reverend Greg Esselman 

                                       Elder Tom Foval, First Presbyterian, Mt. View, Missouri 

   Class of 2019  Elder Jane Foval, First Presbyterian, Mt. View, Missouri 
 

4.  Boundaries training is required annually for all persons serving congregations within the bounds of John Calvin 

Presbytery. The training involves reading the sexual misconduct policy and participating in a two-hour group 

meeting to discuss case studies involving boundary issues (finances, social media, confidentiality, youth and 
child safety, etc.). Most Boundaries training meetings were held in person in 2020, with one online (due to the 

pandemic). General Council extended the deadline through October for pastors to attend Boundaries training 

this year. 

The following persons were noncompliant with this requirement in 2020: 
 Joe Crews 

 Robert Bartels 

 Larry Gantt 
 Marvin Groote 

 Steve Traw 
 

5.  At its Assembly meeting on October 3, 2020, the Synod of Mid-America received the report of the review 
 of the minutes of presbyteries. The minutes of John Calvin Presbytery for 2018 and for 2019 were  
 approved without exception.  
 

6.  The 2019 Statistical Report for John Calvin Presbytery is provided in the Supplemental Information. 
 

Supplemental Information: 

• Guidance for Pastors, Clerks, and Sessions: Holding Congregational Meetings during a Pandemic 

• Church Governance in an Emergency or Pandemic--Advisory Opinion (from Stated Clerk of General 

Assembly) 

• 2019 Statistical Report for John Calvin Presbytery 

 

Guidance for Pastors, Clerks, and Sessions: 

Holding Congregational Meetings during a Pandemic 
 

The Book of Order requires congregations to hold an annual meeting (G-1.0501), but how do we hold an annual 

meeting during a pandemic? 
 

Our Goal is to conduct necessary business while keeping everyone safe and upholding our polity: Everyone 

should have equal access and be able to hear, discuss, deliberate, discern the will of God, and vote on 

business items. (Inclusion is even better if people can see each other.) 
 

Process for Sessions: 

1.  Determine if in-person congregational meetings can be safely held, following CDC guidelines of masking, social        
    distancing, self-isolating of symptomatic persons, and cleaning protocols. Consider voting by raising hands        

    rather than voice vote. 
 

2.  Consider whether an in-person meeting excludes congregants who would be included in a meeting held by      

     telephone, internet, or a combination of means. 
3.  If Session determines that the congregation may need to hold a meeting by partial or total electronic means, the    

     steps will be: 
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 (1) Amend the church’s Bylaws to allow electronic and hybrid congregational meetings, as well  

  as electronic committee meetings.  Session can present the motion to amend the Bylaws as the  
  first action in the electronic or hybrid meeting of the congregation. 

 (2)  Hold the meetings. (See #4 below.) 

 (3)  Ratify the actions of the electronic and hybrid meetings (including the Bylaw change) in the  

  first in-person meeting.    (All actions can be ratified in a single vote, if there are no objections.)  
 

4.  If a meeting can’t be held outside, socially distanced (a problem in winter), and can’t be held inside (too small a    

     space, people afraid to attend a gathering, even socially distanced), your options are to hold a meeting by:  

 a. teleconference,* 
 b.  videoconference,** or  

 c.  hybrid meeting (such as Zoom AND in-person, socially distanced).***  
 

*Teleconference – Use free teleconferencing service such as freeconferencecall.com or everyone dialing into Zoom 
 

**Videoconference—such as Zoom; easiest if everyone can be online, but works with computers, tablets, smart  

    phones, and standard telephones 
 

***Hybrid Meeting: Hybrid meetings are logistically more difficult, but—if all goes well—allow for the most      

      inclusion of members. 
 

To make sure everyone has equal access, the people in the room have to be able to see the people online and visa 

versa, and the moderator has to keep an eye on everybody.  You could project on-line attendees on a side wall, as if 

they were in the room, and provide a laptop for the moderator on the pulpit.  Run the house sound system through 
Zoom and back through, so everybody online can hear anything said live, and vice versa (This takes good high tech 

help.) Discipline is required: you cannot tolerate people in the room not using a microphone, since people online 

are excluded if they don't.  Use a camera in the room for people online, which means speakers MUST move to a 

camera position and use the microphone.  Clerk must interrupt when the moderator forgets to enforce these 
logistical rules.   

 To receive recognition: Use raise hand feature in Zoom; walk to the microphone in physical room. 

 To vote by unanimous consent, use raise hand to make an objection. 
 To vote by what would normally be a voice vote or a rising vote (where people usually speak out or stand 

 up as a way of voting, but votes are not counted) use raise hand to vote (aye or nay, as the moderator 

 directs). 
  

If there is a division of the house, you will need a count, so Zoom people use yes/no vote button and hands are 

counted for yes and for no in the physical room. (People on the phone will have to use the “raise hand” feature for 

both seeking recognition and voting on the standard telephone. Otherwise, the people on the telephone could un-

mute when called upon and say their vote.) 
 

If there is an anonymous ballot vote, use chat visible only to the clerk of session and a physical ballot in the 
physical room. (Some groups use the polling feature in Zoom, which can be problematic, or a paid service such as 

electionbuddy.com or simplyvoting.com.) 
 

More suggestions for a hybrid meeting: Clerk hosts the meeting. Both moderator and clerk watch for online 

participants. Make sure your moderator is VERY comfortable using the technology (practice, practice, practice,). 
Have a very good tech team in place.   
 

Online and in –person participants count in the attendance and quorum. 
 

Considerations for all of these meetings: 

In planning, work to make sure the business is as uncontentious as possible. 
Give yourselves grace—we’re living through an unforeseen pandemic. 

Give adequate public notice of the congregational meeting, according to your church’s rule. (G-1.0502) 

Full opportunity shall always be given for nomination from the floor of the congregational meeting. (G-2.0401) 
Require all motions in writing (post to the chat; screen-share) 
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Vote by unanimous consent or yes/no or raise hand feature.  

Record the meeting to help with minutes. 
Prepare a complete script for the meeting with roles/tech tasks delineated 
 

Address every detail: 

• Recognition in person/Zoom, voting in person/Zoom (voice/division of the house/ballot) 

• Quorum 

• What happens in the event of technology failure 

• Limitation of debate, etc.   

• Multiple attendees on a single device- attendance, voting 
 

Tech Tasks may need to include: 

• Ensuring the moderator has a script/ agenda and any other tool required for meeting management 

• Recognizing speakers/capturing motions/issues with voting and any counted votes 

• Letting people into the meeting  

• Muting careless un-muters 
• Renaming  

• Integrating share screens, slides, and videos 

• Recording the meeting 
• Live streaming the meeting 

 

See Also: Advisory Opinion of Stated Clerk of General Assembly 3/24/2020 
 

To discuss options, contact:  Beth Kick, Stated Clerk  /  417-425-7604  /  bkick@jcpresbytery.com 
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********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
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HISTORY OF JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY        THE REVEREND JULIE MERCER 
 

Presbyterianism in our area began as a project of the United Foreign Mission Society of New York when, in 1819, 

they sent two men to the Osage Indians, who did not appreciate the effort. In 1824 the first foreign missionary was 
sent to Kansas where he established the first school in the state in Neosho County near Erie. Several additional 

missions were subsequently begun.  
   

A number of Presbyterian ministers worked with the white settlers who eventually came to southwestern Missouri 

and southeastern Kansas. Churches were organized; preachers traveled by horseback to tend their flocks; revivals and 
camp meetings were held. The faith spread.  
 

Eventually our area was caught in the civil conflict leading up to the Civil War and then all the death and destruction 

of the war itself and the many years of healing of divisions which some might suggest are still going on. 
 

After the Civil War was officially over, Neosho Presbytery was created out of the Presbytery of Topeka in 1867. The 

first stated meeting of Neosho Presbytery was held in Fort Scott in 1870 with 11 churches and 16 ministers 

represented. Several years later the Indian Territory was detached.      
 

Also in 1870 the Presbyteries of Neosho (Old School) and Humboldt (New School), which covered essentially the 

same territories,  united as part of a large unification. At the time of union they reported 39 ministers and 65 churches. 

By 1912 Neosho Presbytery had 64 churches and numbered 8000 souls. The Presbyterian Home Mission Manual of 
1912 listed that their “Main stress is on evangelistic services and welfare work, especially in mining centers and 

industries.” 
 

During the 19th and 20th centuries denominational divisions and reunions were accompanied by the establishment of 

43 presbyteries by 12 Presbyterian denominations in the area now within the bounds of John Calvin Presbytery.  
  

In 1953, two presbyteries in the Presbyterian Church in the USA united:   CARTHAGE Presbytery + OZARK 

Presbytery = CARTHAGE-OZARK Presbytery 
 

The Carthage-Ozark Presbytery kept its name when the United Presbyterian Church of North America merged into 
the Presbyterian Church in the USA in 1958 (through 1969), becoming the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

 

1959 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

But in 1970, Carthage-Ozark Presbytery joined JOHN CALVIN Presbytery (of Presbyterian Church in the U.S., 
located in Missouri and Arkansas.) as a union body, including churches from both denominations. The presbytery 

participated in (and reported to) the General Assemblies of both of the denominations during that period (1970-1982). 
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We were referred to as “PRESBYTERY #4” of the Synod of Mid-America until 1973 when we were organized as 
 “JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY” and our current system of numbering stated meetings began with the first stated 
meeting. The minutes of that meeting were posted with the documents for today’s meeting. 
 

Our first stated meeting occurred on January 11, 1973 at First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Kansas. The Moderator 

was the Reverend Gordon Zimmerman; the Stated Clerk was Mr. Herbert Crumpley, and the Assistant Stated Clerk 
was the Reverend John Tranbarger. The Reverend Thomas Cavicchia was elected Executive Presbyter. We started 

the day with coffee and fellowship, then a report from the organizing committee, followed by lunch. In the afternoon 

we worshipped, installed officers, and heard committee reports. Much—and not much—has changed. Worship, a 

dinner, and a merger service followed on February 11 that year. 
 

We were comprised of 68 churches in 26 counties in SW Missouri and 6 counties in SE Kansas. 

 

1982 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
In 1983 at the time of reunion, we became part of the Presbyterian Church (USA), keeping the name of John Calvin 

Presbytery. and now, on the day of our 200th stated meeting, we are comprised of 2,692 members of the body of 

Christ serving 6 counties in Southeast Kansas and 27 counties in Southwest Missouri through 45 congregations. We 

extend from Iola and Parsons, Kansas, to Rolla and West Plains, Missouri. Glory be to God! 
 

1993 
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References: 
 

Research by Jennifer Barr, Presbyterian Historical Society, including directory of presbyteries and synods, maps in digital 
repository, historical minutes of John Calvin Presbytery (including minutes of the “organizing meeting” held January 11, 1973 

at First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Kansas) 
 

From the files of John Calvin Presbytery: “A Brief History of Carthage Presbytery, Synod of Missouri, USA” by E. W. Love 

and “A Brief History of John Calvin Presbytery” presumed to have been written by Reverend Dr. Thomas Cavicchia 
 

Report prepared by Beth Kick and presented by the Reverend Julie Mercer. 

 

 

 

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP   

The Reverend Dr. Alton Pollard III preached the sermon “The Hunger for Home” based on the text, 
Psalm 139 : 21 – 24 .  Reverend Dr. Alton B. Pollard III is Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary’s tenth 
president. He began his service with Louisville Seminary in September 2018. A scholar, author, consultant and 

speaker on the subject of African American and U.S. religion and culture, Pollard was previously dean of the School 

of Divinity and professor of Religion and Culture at Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
 

CRE William Agnew presided at the Table and Holy Communion was observed.  The offering received today will 

be divided evenly between John Calvin Presbytery’s Creative Ministry Grant and the Crocker Food Pantry.  Offering 

total will be announced at the 201st Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery on February 27, 2021. Those 
participating in the worship service were Jackie Schofield, Debbie Fraski, Katelynn Fraski, Opal Gibbs, Betty 

Layman and Ronnie Layman. 

 

EDUCATIONAL TIME 

The educational time was led by the Reverend Becky Schwandt and the Reverend Dr, Alton Pollard III.  The 

presbyters went into breakout rooms to answer and discuss three questions posed by Dr. Pollard. 

 
Moderator Toni Spieth announced that we are again collecting filled buckets for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  

Filled buckets may be dropped at Hillcrest Presbyterian for transport by November 5.  Contact Jack Cormack before 

dropping off your buckets. 
  

 

 

 

Pastoral Presbyter, Malinda Spencer offered the blessing for the business portion of the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER               ELDER MALINDA SPENCER 

 

Two Things You Might Like to Know 
 

Help Others Not Be Victimized by Thieves 
 

Law enforcement experts say that crime is running rampant during the pandemic.  I know of several churches here in 
John Calvin Presbytery, and also other places, where thieves have attempted, and in some cases been successful at, 

cybertheft.  It goes like this:  Somehow, the thieves get access to a person’s email contacts.  The thieves make a 

spoofed email address.  At first glance, it may look like it came from the person they know, but it differs slightly 
from the person’s actual address.  The cyberthieves, pretending to be that person’s friend/pastor/familiar person, 

request that the intended victim purchase gift cards for some worthy-sounding cause and email all the codes to the 

pretender.  The pretender is able to cash the gift cards, and at this time, there is no way to trace the criminals. 
 

On our best days, we look askance at sudden requests for money.  But to prepare for days when someone might be 
caught off guard, let the church teach not to “let those people in.”  A quick phone call can often clear things up, 

sorting out what is legitimate and what is not.  In the church, a board will duly act in advance on any financial 

transactions.  The session/deacons/Presbyterian Women/… will authorize these expenditures in their meeting. 
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Till a technological solution is invented, education is our best defense. 

 

Heading Off Zoom Fatigue 
 

If your job involves a lot of time spent on Zoom calls, the wisdom of the crowd is developing practices that will help 

reduce fatigue. 
 

Consider writing paper notes while you are on the call.  Needlework of some kind can be soothing and help with 
focus. 
 

If you are not leading the call, turn your video off, except when you’re speaking and when you’re in a breakout room. 

Do the dishes or some other menial task so you can move around. 
 

Schedule a stretch break in between Zooms.  If you have only a few minutes, don’t spend it doing email. 
 

Limit the number of hours per day that you are on Zoom. 
 

If you are in a one-on-one conversation, use a phone. 
 

Making small adjustments helps us be more productive over the long haul.   

 
********** Concludes the report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 

 

 

 

REPORT OF SYNOD COMMISSIONER          ELDER REINA DALESKE 

The Synod Assembly was held on Saturday, October 3rd by Zoom. 
 

Brian Ellison, stated clerk, reported on the review of presbytery minutes by peer review of presbytery stated clerks. 
John Calvin was approved without exception. 
 

Committee on Finance: Jim Gilpin 

Jim Gilpin, along with the Rev. Landon Whitsitt (Synod executive) and James Rissler, president of the Presbyterian 
Church USA Investment and Loan Program(PLIP) shared background information on the history of the Synod’s 

Church Development Corporation over the past 9 years. The plan was developed for the eventual assumption of its 

operations by, and transfer of its assets, debts and obligations to, the Investment and Loan Program. After winding 
down its business and affairs, the remaining assets, if any, will be distributed one-half to PILP and the remaining one-

half to the Synod. 
 

Elder Gilpin reported that returns on the investment portfolio have been largely positive, despite recent challenges to 

the broader economy. The committee voted to work to present a full policy to the Assembly at the Spring 2021 stated 

meeting. Until then, the committee voted to be guided by 2 principles: that draw on invested funds not exceed 4.5% 
and that said percentage be tied to a 20-quarter rolling average.  
 

Per capita apportionment is unchanged from 2020. 
 

Synod Executive 

Rev. Landon Whitsitt reported on the fulfillment of the 2020 executive strategic goals. Due to the limitations brought 
on by the pandemic, Synod has strived to support Presbytery leaders by offering training via zoom, biweekly 

newsletter,  and a sermon for those who would like to share with their congregations.  The Paragon Grant was 

repurposed (per Assembly action) to support presbyteries as they help congregations respond to the financial and 

programmatic effects of the pandemic. The emphasis on young adults (ages 18-35) from within the Synod’s bounds 
will provide comprehensive church leadership training at no cost to them. 
 

Committee on Mission and Ministry: Jennifer Dawson 

As well as reaffirming that the 2020 Missional Priorities will remain in 2021, it was moved to add “That priority 
consideration be given to finding significant ways to address systemic racism and white privilege and to address their 



John Calvin Presbytery                                                         Two Hundredth Stated Meeting 

October 24, 2020                                                          Crocker Presbyterian Church 

                                                                                         Crocker, Missouri 
                                                                         ( Zoom Videoconference ) 
 

17 
 

effect on the life of our presbyteries and their constituent membership, and that they be supported and collaborated 

with as they work to address these issues. 
 

The Rev. Rachel Dannar of Heartland Presbytery will serve as Moderator of the Synod of Mid-America for the year 
2021, effective January 1, 2021, with Vice Moderator, the Rev. Jennifer Dawson. Elder Sarah Muegge will join the 

Permanent Judicial Commission in the Class of 2026, effective January 1, 2021. 
 

Governance 

This committee conducted thorough reviews for The Rev. Landon Whitsitt and Brian Ellison. Positive feedback on 

their work during 2020 was received. An amendment to the Standing Rules to bring them into conformity with current 
practice and other actions of the Synod Assembly included: Amend Article 1.2.c to add “shall design and implement 

processes and procedures by which the stated clerk’s performance is evaluated relative to the position description and 

the Book of Order. The Synod will approve updating the position descriptions of the Stated Clerk and Synod 

Executive to reflect that the Committee on Governance is now staffed primarily by the Stated Clerk and secondarily 
by the Synod Executive. 

 

 

REPORT OF THE MODERATOR                  ELDER TONI SPIETH 

Although we’re not in person, I want to thank Chris Miller for his work moderating our presbytery for the past year. 

Normally I would present him with a moderator’s cross as a token of our gratitude, but that had to be done in a 
socially distanced way. Chris, we appreciate you. You may now show off your cross! 

 

 

REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE       ELDER JIM HOLT 

On behalf of the Administrative Ministries Committee, Jim moved the following….. 

 

That per capita for 2021 be $38.50 (an increase of 50 cents from 2020 per capita).  A time for discussion and 

questions was given to the presbyters.  No second is needed.  The motion was approved. 

 

That presbytery approve a 7% pay raise for all staff for 2021.  Staff members, Malinda Spencer, Beth Kick, 

Gail Wilson and Susan Rosenbaum were placed in a zoom waiting room while questions and discussion 

ensued.  The motion was approved. 

 

While staff members were still in the waiting room the next two motions were presented to presbyters. 
 

That Presbytery approve updated terms of call for Pastoral Presbyter, Malinda Spencer, effective January 1, 

2021 (32 hours/week):  A time for questions and discussion was given.  The motion was approved. 
Salary 56,710.00 

Housing 0 

Board of Pensions- medical 11,000.00 

Board of Pensions- death & disability 5,387.00 

Continuing Education 3,000.00 

Professional Expense/travel 12,000.00 

Cell phone expense 1,200.00 

Presbytery Leadership Formation 3,000.00 

4 weeks of vacation  

2 weeks of study leave  

 

 

That Presbytery approve updated terms of call for Stated Clerk, Beth Kick, effective January 1, 2021  

 (12-15 hours/week):  A time for questions and discussion was given.  The motion was approved. 
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Salary 20,030.00 

Housing 0 

BoP 0 

Continuing Education 1,500.00 

Cell phone / technology 1,200.00 

Professional Expenses / travel 6,000.00 

4 weeks vacation  

2 weeks study leave  

 

Staff members rejoined the meeting. 

 

That the 2021 budget be approved as written. Discussion and questions ensued.  The motion was approved. 

 

That the Reverend Bob Dahlgren be elected Moderator of the Administrative Ministries Committee.  Motion 

was approved with thanks to Reverend Dahlgren. 
 

Actions taken: 

1. Representatives met with staff and committee chairs to prepare a draft budget for 2021. 

2. Made plans to hold staff performance reviews. 

3. Authorized the Treasurer to move $50,000 from the Community Foundation of the Ozarks account to the 

Great Southern account to bring that account above $150,000 (six months of operating expenses) as Council 

had previously directed. 

 

 

********** Concludes the report of Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 

 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER        THE REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 

Dennis pointed out the details of the financial situation of the presbytery.  Dennis also invited questions about the 
finances.  

 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 

 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY           ELDER REINA DALESKE 

COM Moderator, Reina Daleske brought the following motions to the floor: 

That the Reverend Vicki Evans be examined for membership in John Calvin Presbytery as an Honorably 

Retired member.  Vicki was introduced to those in attendance.  She spoke briefly of her faith journey.  Reina asked 

the first question.  After Vicki gave her answer, the invitation was offered for questions from the presbyters.  The 

motion was made, seconded and approved to arrest the examination.  Vicki entered the zoom waiting room with 
Malinda Spencer.  The floor was opened for questions and discussion.  The motion was made, seconded and approved 

to suspend the examination. Vicki re-entered the meeting and was welcomed with “applause” from those present.  

Pastoral Presbyter, Malinda Spencer prayed for Vicki. 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
 

Vicki L. Evans / Statement of Faith 

I believe in God and that God is uniquely with us in Jesus Christ. Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ and the giver of life. 
I have received answers to my questions about life in Jesus. In my growth as a follower of Jesus and a minister in the 

PCUSA, the stark reality of our sinfulness has been revealed to me. The Gospel casts light on us and how Jesus 

redeems us from sin through his life, death, and resurrection. My task as pastor is to aid individuals and churches in 
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seeing the connection between our lives and his lordship as revealed to us in Scripture. Jesus is a forgiving yet 

prodding, steadying yet startling presence in my life. His presence has caused me to seek him, to live and minister in 
accordance with his claim on my life.  
 

I believe God is personal and public. God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit grasp each of us in our particular places 

in life, but lead us from there. God still calls and forms us to be his people, even when we stray from God. Like the 
shepherd who seeks one lost sheep and the woman who searches for her lost coin, so God seeks and finds us. We are 

meant to be in communion with God, and live the abundant life in Christ. This life in Christ is one of laughter and 

tears; conflict and reconciliation; ambiguity and resolution; thinking and feeling deeply; quiet contemplation and 

active involvement in the life of the world.  
 

God promises to be with us. This promise was made to the Israelites and fulfilled in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 

as recorded in Scripture. In baptism, Jesus claims and receives us into the covenant people of God. In baptism, we 

enter into the new life with Jesus Christ. In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus calls us to remember his life, death, resurrection 
and promise to come again. He provides us with spiritual food in order to strengthen us to meet the contemporary 

situations of human living as his disciples.  
 

The Church is the community of those for whom Jesus is Lord. Created by the Holy Spirit, the Church is where 
Christians meet Christ and each other in him. The Church is the means by which God’s eternal purpose for the world 

is revealed. I am committed to our Presbyterian connectional way of being the church, because we attempt to balance 

the hierarchical and congregational forms of church government even though this is a struggle, especially when 

addressing difficult issues. But we strive to make decisions in a way that allows all perspectives to be spoken and 
heard, with prayer and the reading of Scripture as the foundation. We encourage and support mission at both global 

and local levels. My faith doesn’t contain anything novel and creative. My faith is best described in the words of the 

Apostle Paul: “For to me, living is Christ…” (Philippians 1:21 NRSV) 
 

Vicki L. Evans / Autobiographical Statement 

As I reflect upon the 65 years of my life, God has been present in a variety of ways.  I was born, baptized, raised, and 
confirmed in the Presbyterian Church of the United States (PCUS).  Most of my growing years were spent at my 

mother’s home church, First Presbyterian Church in Lubbock, Texas.  My parents fulfilled their promises when I, my 

sister, and my brother were baptized.  They saw to it that we participated in Sunday school, youth groups, family 

night suppers, summer camps, youth choirs, and special liturgical events occurring throughout the church year.  I 
remember wondering who God and Jesus Christ were, inasmuch as a growing child wonders about such deep subjects.  

During these years, no one in my immediate family had any inkling of the path my life would take. 
  

With the sudden death of my grandfather, who was a strong influence in our family, many hopes my parents had for 
my life and education seemed to die.  But I was given the opportunity to attend Austin College in Sherman, Texas, 

from which my great-grandfather graduated in 1900.  I graduated 77 years later.  As a college student, I went through 

a period of arrogant agnosticism, irregular church attendance, and youthful undisciplined living.  But with the help 
and guidance of my home church, career guidance counselors, and the pastor at Grand Avenue Presbyterian in 

Sherman, the seeds were planted which would bear fruit later.  When I was a senior, I was accepted into the Master 

of Divinity program at Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey.  Being the adventurous spirit I was, I travelled 

alone, sight unseen, to Princeton Seminary.  Making the transition from Texas to New Jersey was not easy, but I 
graduated in 1980, still a restless young woman who comprehended little of what was taught in seminary.  In 

November of 1980, I was called as a stated supply at the First Presbyterian Church of Lakin, Kansas, which was a 

small agricultural community in the Great Plains.   Making the transition from New Jersey to the Great Plains was 
not easy, but I will always be grateful to the congregation at Lakin for giving me a place to begin ministry. 
 

On April 26, 1981 I was ordained and installed as part-time pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Oswego, 

Kansas; and part-time associate pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Parsons, Kansas.  Within six months I met 
and married Lloyd R. Evans on September 26, 1981.  God gave us two sons, now ages 31 and 26, a daughter-in-law, 

and two grandsons, ages 8 and 5.  God’s love has come to me most deeply in and through my family. 
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All along, I’ve had many ups and downs as a Presbyterian minister serving small congregations.  My greatest 

challenge and reformation came during what I now call an enforced sabbatical from parish ministry brought about by 
the Holy Spirit.  For 5 years, the Holy Spirit humbled and reformed me first as a person while I worked as a pharmacy 

technician, as a receptionist at an immigration law office, and at the front desk of the First Response Center of the 

Metropolitan Interdenominational Church in Nashville, Tennessee.  The Holy Spirit “recalled” me into ministry at 

the Waldensian Presbyterian Church for 13 ½ years, and the work of the Holy Spirit continued through a spiritual 
director in a nearby community.  During these years, the Holy Spirit forgave and yet confronted me with my 

sinfulness, continuing to cleanse me and influence me through the writings and recordings of people of great and 

deep faith; and through me has reached out to other members of the congregation I served.  As a result, I know the 
power of God in Jesus Christ more than ever; and to that end I endeavor to preach in ways more faithful to Scripture, 

teach the truth of God’s grace, and do better at building relationships through pastoral care and congregational 

visitation while reserving time to be a more loving member of my family.  Knowing the transformative love of God 
in Jesus Christ personally, I pray that I continue to be a much better teaching elder and ambassador of our Lord Christ 

whether or not I am serving in any capacity a congregation.  

 

 
That an Administrative Commission be created to install the Reverend Kira Anderson and the Reverend John 

Anderson as co-pastors of First Presbyterian Church, Joplin Missouri at 4 p.m. on November 15, 2020. The 

AC will be comprised of Toni Spieth (moderator, WFRE), Chris Miller (WMTE), Will Lee (KAMTE), 

Malinda Spencer (WFRE), Charlie Spencer (WMTE), and Daphne Anderson (WFRE). The AC It will be 

dismissed by the act of the benediction at the conclusion of the worship service.  Motion was approved. 

 
 

 

That John Calvin Presbytery dissolve the pastoral relationship between the Reverend K.O. Noonoo and 

Pittsburg Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Kansas effective September 30, 2020 with these terms of severance: 

Salary 20,278.00 

Housing 6,000.00 

Other 2,010.00 

              Full Pension/Medical for severance period ( or payment to 10,408.00 
      Other provision:  IPad 

       (Note: Pension and medical will be paid for 6 months or until the pastor begins a new call.) 

No seconded is needed.  Motion was approved. 

Actions taken: 

1. Approved Elder Louise Jones to celebrate communion with St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at 

Kimberling City, Missouri beginning August 2 until they secure an interim pastor.  

2. Shared appreciations for the life of Elder Bo Pace and for those whose terms of COM service ended 
August 31, 2020 (Elder Jan Zanders, Reverend Jane Huffstetler, Reverend Jared Witt). 

3. Received multiple reports from COM liaisons. 

4. Appointed the Reverend Peggy Wobbema moderator / supervisor for Clancy Cherry, CRE serving 

Hollister Presbyterian Church Hollister, Missouri 

5. Received minutes of the first meeting of the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian 

Church, Lockwood, Missouri (attached). 

6. Authorized a subcommittee to review the MIF for St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at Kimberling 

City, Missouri and provide feedback.  

7. Assigned the Reverend Bob Simpson as mentor for Sheth LaRue. 

8. Allocated $150 to pay for a Pathways polity course through Union Seminary for a supply pastor. 

9. Gave permission for Sheth LaRue to officiate at Table at First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri 

10. Appointed subcommittees to review bridge contracts and conduct a fit interview. 
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11. Gave approval to Elder Jerry Arnold to serve communion twice in small groups at Trinity 

Presbyterian Church, Shell Knob, Missouri during the pastor’s study leave in August. 

12. Authorized the transfer of the Reverend Dixie Voss Anders to Heartland Presbytery. 

13. Asked General Council to approve funding for COM members to attend online Conflict Resolution 

Training through the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. 

14. Recommended notifying the Presbytery of the availability of money through the COVID grants to 
purchase touchless thermometers and hand sanitizers. All churches are urged to take temperatures 

and use hand sanitizer according to CDC guidelines.  

15. Authorized representatives to meet with pastors to resolve an issue of disagreement. 

16. Created a small group to explore a creative solution for the Interim Pastor shortage. 

17. Assigned Peggy Wobbema as a mentor for Chelsea May LaRue as she works as a hospice chaplain 
within our bounds. 

18. Appointed subcommittee to review an interim MIF. 

19. Authorized Laura Agee to preach three consecutive Sundays at Pittsburg Presbyterian Church, 

Pittsburg, Kansas (October 11, 18, & 25, 2020). 

20. Appointed the Reverend Charlie Spencer to serve as Moderator of Session for Pittsburg Presbyterian 

Church Pittsburg, Kansas 

21. Appointed the Reverend Greg Esselman to serve as Moderator of the session of Willard-Mt. Zion 

Presbyterian Church, Willard, Missouri when appropriate (i.e., after the Reverend John Becker’s 
retirement). 

22. Granted permission to the Reverend Dennis Winzenried, HR, to officiate at the graveside service in 

La Harpe, Kansas of Charles Baker. 

23. Placed the Reverend Dennis Winzenried, HR, on the Pulpit Supply List to help with Stewardship and 

preaching. 

 

Minutes of the Administrative Commission to Ordain and Install 
 

Sheth Z. LaRue 
 

The administrative commission to ordain Sheth Z. LaRue and install him as pastor of First Presbyterian Church of 

Aurora Missouri, convened at 3:40 p.m., Sunday, October 18, 2020. 
 

The following commission members were present: 
 Elder Malinda Spencer, Executive Presbyter of John Calvin Presbytery 

 Toni Spieth, moderator of John Calvin Presbytery 

 Elder Dean Gautney of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora, Missouri 
 The Reverend Bill Havens, honorably retired minister of John Calvin Presbytery 

 The Reverend Dr. Peggy J. Wobbema pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church of Shell Knob, Missouri 

 Elder Ron Fearn of Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri 
 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Toni Spieth.  The moderator of the commission reviewed the responsibilities 

of the various members of the commission. 
 

All the members of the Commission shared in the liturgy of the worship service.  The Reverend Hilary Downs of 

Salida, Colorado delivered the sermon via videoconference based on the text, Matthew 14 : 13 - 36. 
 

The constitutional questions to the pastor were asked by Toni Spieth.  The constitutional questions to the congregation 
were asked by Elder Gautney. Following the prayer of ordination and installation delivered by the Reverend Bill 

Havens, Eder Ron Fearn and Elder Dean Gautney, the charge to the pastor was given by Malinda Spencer.  The 

charge to the congregation was given by the Reverend Dr. Peggy J. Wobbema.  Following the declaration of 

ordination and installation, the benediction and closing prayer were given by the Reverend Sheth LaRue. 
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As instructed by John Calvin Presbytery, when the Administrative Commission was formed, the 

Administrative Commission was dismissed, with thanks, upon the benediction of this worship service. 

 

 

********** Concludes the report of the Committee on Ministry ********** 

 

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION            ELDER LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
F   -   Female  M    -   Male    

TE -  Teaching Elder CRE -   Commissioned Ruling Elder  RE -  Ruling Elder   Y  -   Youth   

W -   White  A     -   Asian    AA -  African-American 

 

Moderator Lorrine Whittington moved that the Reverend John Nipper, Honorably Retired, WMTE be elected to 
serve on the Administrative Ministries Committee (Class of 2021).   Motion was approved. 

 

 

********** Concludes the report of the Committee on Representation ********** 

 

 
 

REPORT OF COVID-19 ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION        THE REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 

The Covid-19 commission gives thanks for grants that have been given and will be given over the nine month cycle 

for these grants. At a recent meeting the commission raised the maximum amount that can be requested from $1500 
to $2500. It is also hoped that in this cycle we can really focus upon community needs, as more and more needs arise 

from the Covid-19 virus crisis. See John Calvin website for grant application.  
 

We’re pleased to report that during the first quarter of the Covid-19 grant cycles (3 planned for) we were able to 

give out a total of $14,000 ($7000 worship needs, $7000 community needs).  
 

Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri –  

     $1,500 to improvements to sound system to assist with live streaming of services.  

Gibson Chapel, Springfield, Missouri –  
     $1,000 to improve A/V system at Hillcrest as they are sharing the facility and equipment.  

Woodland Heights Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri –  

     $1,500 to improve sound system to support livestreaming of worship.  
Trinity Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri –  

     $1,500 to provides bagged meals to those in shelters in Springfield. Initial goal is to provide 300 kits (600 meals). 

First Presbyterian, Nevada, Missouri –  

     $1,000 to partner with Community Kitchen in Nevada and local churches to assist in providing food to those in 
 need.  

Community Presbyterian, Forsyth, Missouri –  

     $1,500 to improve A/V system to support livestreaming of worship.  
First Presbyterian, Parsons, Kansas –  

     $1,500 enhance church’s Wi-Fi system to assist teachers and students from local schools.  

First Presbyterian, Rolla, Missouri –  

     $1,500 to assist in the work of the Rolla Mission in providing food and shelter to the homeless in their  area.  
Crocker Presbyterian, Crocker, Missouri –  

     $1,500 ($1,000 food and hygiene products and $500 for sheltering).  
First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri –  

     $1,500 to make worship services available to members and friends who can’t attend worship.  
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The Commission members thank you for this opportunity to allow John Calvin Presbytery to partner with churches 

in addressing local needs.  
 

 

********** Concludes the written report of the COVID-19 Administrative Commission ********** 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                THE REVEREND CHRIS MILLER 

General Council recommends: 

• That the Class of 2021 serve until the end of December 2021 

• That, beginning in 2021, John Calvin Presbytery elect and install officers and committee members at 

its last stated meeting of the year, and 

• That the new officers and committee members take office on January 1 of the following year. 
 

 

 

 

This recommendation will require a change to the Bylaws and the Manual of Operations, both of which state 

“Terms of service will be from September 1 through August 31.” The recommended language is: “Terms of 

service will be from January 1 through December 31.” 
 

General Council gives notice today that we will propose this change to the Bylaws and Manual of Operations 

at the next stated meeting of the Presbytery, February 27, 2021, and requests the Stated Clerk to file this 

proposed amendment. 

 
On behalf of General Council, Chris moved that Presbytery continue the agreement begun in 2020 whereby 

the Presbytery provides a grant of $11,000  to First Presbyterian Church, Webb City, Missouri to pay for 

pastor participation in medical dues in the Board of Pensions for the Reverend Charles Spencer, which will 

cover their family with a savings to John Calvin Presbytery of about $16,000 for the year 2021.     

No second is needed.  Motion was approved. 

 

 
FOR INFORMATION: 

The total offering collected at the 199th meeting of Presbytery on August 3, 2020 was $467.99.   ($234.00 was added 

to the Creative Ministries Grant Fund of the Presbytery; $233.99 was sent to St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at 
Kimberling City to support their mask-making work for the community.) 

 

Actions taken:  

1.  Made contingency plans for working with a congregation  

2.  Authorized Presbytery meetings to be held online until regional travel of large groups of people is safe. 

3.  Authorized moving the August 2021 presbytery meeting to Tuesday, August 3.  

4. Revised and approved the docket. 

5. Authorized changing to a calendar year for terms of service. 

6. Set schedule for General Council stated meetings for 2021 (January 28, April 29, July 8, and October 14 at 
10 a.m. if meeting by Zoom and at noon if meeting in person). 

7. Approved funding for COM members to attend online Conflict Resolution Training through the Lombard 

Mennonite Peace Center. 

  
********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
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REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN                         MODERATOR JOAN RUSSELL 

Written report for Information: 
 

Our main way of communicating in the presbytery has been through our newsletter with the fall edition to be 

distributed next week.  We are trying to pass along ideas from the PW national website and "Horizons" magazine. 
 

We have extended an invitation to all women to join the Synod of Mid-America PW for their "Second Saturday 
Synod Sircles" on September 12, October 10, and November 14 by Zoom.  On September 12, our speakers were 

Jenny Lee, PW Churchwide Moderator and Susan Jackson-Dowd, Executive Director.  On October 10, we will hear 

from our two participants in the mission experience in Finger Lakes, New York, focusing on women's right to vote. 
 

We are hopeful for our Spring Gathering at Trinity in Springfield in April 2021.  
 

The decision as to whether the Churchwide Gathering in St. Louis next August will be virtual or in person will be 

made mid-December. 
 

We continue to support our missions and the missions of our respective churches. 
 

Submitted by Joan Russell, PWJCP Moderator 

 

********** Concludes the written report of the Presbyterian Women ********** 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE 
                          CRE WILLIAM AGNEW & REVEREND LOU ELLEN HARTLEY  

FOR INFORMATION: 

PDA Disaster Buckets can be delivered to Hillcrest Presbyterian Church in Springfield, MO by November 5.  
Before you bring your buckets, please contact at Jack Cormack to schedule a date and time.  Under the current 

world circumstances, we understand if you are unable to fill and deliver the buckets.  Some of the items are still 

difficult to find in our stores.  If your congregation would prefer to donate $75 for each bucket, you may do that 

also by sending a check designated  “Gift of the Heart – DR000151” to  
Presbyterian Church (USA), PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 

 

 

********** Concludes the report of the Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS            THE REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 

 

As JCP we do resolve 
On this October day 

That Crocker Presbyterian 

Was gracious in all ways. 
 

It’s hard to host a Zoom meeting 

No matter where you are 

But Crocker took the tools they had 
And joined us from afar. 

 

The worship was incredible 
Our small groups were a hit 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000151/


John Calvin Presbytery                                                         Two Hundredth Stated Meeting 

October 24, 2020                                                          Crocker Presbyterian Church 

                                                                                         Crocker, Missouri 
                                                                         ( Zoom Videoconference ) 
 

25 
 

And even business wasn’t bad 

If taken bit by bit. 
 

And so we thank our hosts today 

And all who helped us out 

200 now is in the books 
Let’s go out with a shout! 

 

The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.   

 

The Rev. Susan Rosenbaum concluded the meeting in prayer at 1:00 p.m. 
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BUDGET VS ACTUAL (September 2020), continued…. 
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PER CAPITA 2020 TO DATE….
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SHARED MISSION 2020 TO DATE…. 
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2021 BUDGET 
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2021 BUDGET, continued…. 

 
 


