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One Hundred Ninety-Ninth Stated Meeting
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(Zoom Videoconference)

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY
199" STATED MEETING
JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT

Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.

Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.

Drepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry.
The 199" Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Moderator Chris Miller. Chris
welcomed everyone and introduced Elder Reina Daleske of the host, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling

City, Missouri. Reina brought greetings from St. Andrew and opened with prayer. Deb Fields and Chris shared a
PowerPoint presentation about the ministry and missions of the church.

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced.
The Reverend Greg Ferree, Honorably Retired minister, served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.

REPORT OF THE ACTING STATED CLERK ELDER BETH KICK
Based on the participants’ list and the registration roll, Beth Kick, Acting Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was
present. (“A quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less
than six (6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches
are represented by ruling elders.”)

ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the 199" Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 84 and as follows:
Twenty (20) Teaching Elders serving a church
Eight (8) Teaching Elders Honorably Retired currently not serving a church
Three (3) Commissioned Ruling Elders serving a church
Twenty-four (24) Ruling Elder Commissioners
Nine (9) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council and Committees
One (1) Treasurer
Twenty-eight (28) Visitors
Three (3) Staff members
Three (3) Corresponding Members
Twenty-three (23) Churches were represented. (3 churches qualify to have 2 Elder Commissioners)

Present
COMMUNITY CHURCH TEACHING ELDER or | Excused RULING ELDER
CRE Absent COMMISSIONER

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian | Crews, Joe Absent | Absent
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Stanley, Debbie
Baxter Springs, KS | First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Excused | Absent
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Preshyterian Traw, Steve Absent | Absent
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary
Crane, MO Crane Preshyterian Huffstetler, Jane Excused | Holt, Linda
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Present | Fraski, Debra
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Mark Absent | Absent
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Shurtz, JayE Present | Click, Reed
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present | Absent
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Present | Pirkle, Dennis
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian lannucilli, Christine Excused | Absent
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Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent | Absent
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Cherry, Clancy Present | Wilson, Robert (Bob)
lola, KS First Presbyterian Davis, Daniel Present | Shetlar, Kenneth
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused | Absent
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, Kira Present | Spieth, Toni
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, John Present | Whittington, Lorraine
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Anders, Dixie Voss Present | Daleske, Reina
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian lannucilli, Christine Excused | Absent
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer, Julie Present | Jensen, Tracy
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian | Schwandt, Becky Present | Absent
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present | Foval, Jane
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent | Absent
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Lee, William Absent | Absent
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Bardeen, Robert Present | Lovinger, Warren
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present | Fitzgibbons, Cynthia
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present | Bowen, Cheryl
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present | McCune, Roger
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church | ccmeee | e Absent
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present | Whitaker, Britt
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobbema, Peggy Present | Absent
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian | Cormack, Jack Present | Absent
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present | Cormack, Scarlett
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian | Groote, Marvin Present | Feyh, Phyllis
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present | Marsh, Sharon
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA | == Absent
Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Present | Absent
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Excused | Moore, Jana
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Hill, Dale Present | Behan, Jim
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Spencer, Charles Present | Absent
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Dahlgren, Robert Present | Absent
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Absent | Absent
Willow Springs, MO | W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present | Mallory, Candace
Honorably Retired Esselman, Greg Present
Honorably Retired Field, Bob Present
Member at Large Ferree, Greg Present
Honorably Retired Havens, Bill Present
Honorably Retired Hollingsworth, Kent Present
Honorably Retired Nipper, John Present
Honorably Retired Rosenbaum, Susan Present
Honorably Retired Winzenried, Dennis Present
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS
Presbytery moderator Miller, Chris Present
Presbytery moderator-elect Spieth, Toni Present
General Council moderator Dawson, Jennifer Present
Administrative Ministries moderator Shurtz, Charley Present
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Committee on Ministry

Zanders, Janice

Present

Nevada First

Nevada First

Stockton Presbyterian

Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present
Committee on Representation Whittington, Lorraine Present

Mission and Nurture Committee Hartley, Lou Ellen Present

Mission and Nurture Committee Agnew, William Present
Presbyterian Women Moderator Russell, Joan Excused
Treasurer Winzenried, Dennis Present

Pastoral Preshyter Spencer, Malinda Present

Stated Clerk Kick, Beth Present
Recording Clerk Wilson, Gail Present

VISITORS

Ahlvers, Dennis, Host Ahlvers, Frances, Host Agee, Laura Bay, John
Kimberling City Kimberling City Mt. Vernon First
Bledsoe, Martha Bledsoe, Wayne Criswell, Sara Dahlgren, Celeste

West Plains First

Faucett, Marvin, Host
Kimberling City

Field, Deb, Host
Kimberling City

Holt, Jim
Crane Preshyterian

Hovis-French, Patricia
Host, Kimberling City

Kimberling City

Aurora First

Hudgings, Carole Jones, Louise, Host Kick, Bob Kimball, Jonathan
Springfield Trinity Kimberling City Springfield Trinity Rolla First
LaRue, Sheth Lashley, Elaine, Host Lowry, Kathy Miller, Kathy

Springfield Southminster

Muegge, Sarah
Springfield Trinity

Pettit, Theresa
Aurora First

Pettit, Scott
Aurora First

Pogue, Marga
Springfield Westminister

Stewart, Debbie
Aurora First

Thomas, Shelley, Host
Kimberling City

FOR ACTION - the Acting Stated Clerk moves the following actions:

1. That the docket be approved. Seconded. Call for discussion. Motion was approved.

DOCKET

199t Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church — Kimberling City, Missouri

( Zoom Videoconference )
August 3, 2020

Document | Zoom meeting open—Practice/Informal Fellowship

9:00 a.m. | Call to Order

Moderator the Reverend Chris Miller

Opening Prayer & Greeting from Host Church
Mission & Ministry of St. Andrew Presbyterian
Church at Kimberling City, Missouri

Elder Reina Daleske and
Elder Deb Fields

A ZOOM Tips - Orientation to Videoconference
Meeting

Stated Clerk Beth Kick

Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the
Presbytery

B Report of Stated Clerk

e Declaration of a quorum

o Approval of docket

e Seating of corresponding members
e Adoption of consent agenda

Elder Beth Kick



John Calvin Presbytery
August 3, 2020

Preparation for Worship

One Hundred Ninety-Ninth Stated Meeting
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Kimberling City, Missouri
(Zoom Videoconference)

Moderator the Reverend Chris Miller

Service of Morning Worship

The Reverend Kristi Blankman,
preaching

Break

Education Time: Report of our General Assembly
Commissioners

The Reverend Jennifer Dawson,
Elder Reed Click, and Young Adult
Advisory Delegate Sophia Gentle

Report of Pastoral Presbyter

Elder Malinda Spencer

Report of Committee on Ministry

Elder Janice Zanders

Break

Report of the Anti-Racism Subcommittee of Council

The Reverend Jennifer Dawson and
the Reverend Charley Shurtz

Report of the Treasurer

The Reverend Dennis Winzenried

Report of Administrative Ministries Committee

The Reverend Charley Shurtz

Report of General Council

The Reverend Jennifer Dawson

Report of COVID-19 Administrative Commission

Martha Bledsoe

Report of Presbyterian Women

See written report.

Report of Mission and Nurture Committee

The Reverend Lou Hartley and Elder
William Agnew

Report of Committee on Representation

Elder Lorraine Whittington

Report of the Moderator

The Reverend Chris Miller

Resolution of Thanks and Closing Prayer
We Go Out as a Worshipping Community

2. That the following be seated as corresponding members.
The Reverend Landon Whitsitt from Heartland Presbytery and Synod Executive
The Reverend Brian Ellison from Heartland Presbytery and Synod Stated Clerk
The Reverend Kristi Blankman from New Covenant Presbytery
Seconded. Motion approved.

3. That the Revised Consent Agenda be approved with the correction to the minutes that Karlene McGill was
elected to the Class of 2021. Seconded and approved.

CONSENT AGENDA REVISED

From Stated Clerk’s Report—Packet 1, B
1. * To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the May 21, 2020 stated meeting of Presbytery
and that those minutes be approved.

From the Administrative Ministries Committee Report—Packet 1, G
1. * That the financial reports as of June 30, 2020 be filed for review

From the Report of the Committee on Ministry—Packet 1, |
1. * That Presbytery approve the Covenant/Contract between Stated Supply Pastor, the Reverend Dr. Dixie
Voss Anders, and St Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City, Missouri

*indicates an action item moved from another report to the Consent Agenda
FhxkxExxF* Concludes the Consent Agenda **x**x**x*

Stated Clerk, Beth Kick moved to limit debate time to 3 minutes. Seconded. Motion was approved.
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FOR INFORMATION:

1. | Clerk of session training, as well as the annual review of session minutes and roll books, was postponed due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Book of Order mandates this review annually or biennially (G-3.0108). In
the interim, clerks are requested to direct questions to the Stated Clerk
2. ’ Pastors, please note: Due to COVID-19, General Council granted an extension of time through October for
pastors to complete boundaries training for 2020.

FhxFxEIxF* Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ****x**xx

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP

The Reverend Kristi (Click) Blankman preached the sermon “Speak Love” based on the text, | Corinthians 13. The
Reverend Kristi (Click) Blankman is the daughter of Reed and Lee Click, members of Community Presbyterian
Church in Forsyth, Missouri. The Reverend Dennis Winzenried presided at the Table and Holy Communion was
observed. The offering received today will be divided evenly between John Calvin Presbytery’s Creative Ministry
Grant and the host church’s project of making masks for their community. Offering total will be announced at the
200" Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery on October 24, 2020. Those participating in the worship service were
Deb Fields, Pat Hovis-French, Mary Beth Funk, Keith Thomas, and Shelley Thomas.

EDUCATIONAL TIME

The educational time consisted of reports from the 224™ General Assembly Commissioners, the Reverend Jennifer
Dawson, Elder Reed Click, and Young Adult Advisory Delegate Sophia Gentle. The three commissioners were
available in break-out rooms to answer questions.

The Reverend Dr. Robert Bardeen, pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Nevada, Missouri, offered the
blessing for the business portion of the meeting.

REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER ELDER MALINDA SPENCER
Presbytery committees have continued their work, mostly, but not exclusively, electronically. The candidate floor
exam is a small part of the work of COM. Administrative Ministries continues to watch the financials of the
presbytery. The Committee on Representation has found people to serve, involving many of our churches. We’ll
hear from our General Assembly Commissioners during Education Time. All this and more!

Many in our churches are watching the COVID numbers, and the precautions we’re being asked to follow. This has
not been an easy time. Many pastors have had to learn new technology and form other new habits to adapt to the
situation we’re in. The pastors do not have all the resources available to them that they typically use in their ministry.
Many haven’t taken vacation or study leave, and they have found themselves working extra hours. Pastors appreciate
the support they receive from their churches.

I surveyed our pastors about support they have received over their years in ministry, asking them to share something
particularly meaningful. Here are some examples. Maybe you’ll see yourself in one of these stories.

Pastors are blessed by receiving encouraging notes. They appreciate being in people’s prayers. By the way, I received
two notes this week, and some words during phone calls. Appreciated very much!

One church planted a spring garden for their new pastor who would be arriving in June. One current pastor enjoyed
helping arrange a surprise visit of a former pastor for the clerk’s 80" birthday. One pastor enjoyed the mystery of
every woman receiving a bouquet of flowers from an anonymous giver. Someone received the gift of seminary
tuition and books from their church. Another pastor received a trip to the Holy Land.
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Several pastors wrote about the responses of their church when the pastor or pastor’s family was having a personal
crisis of illness or losing a loved one. Meals, listening, and other forms of caring were all mentioned. One church
member did the ironing after a pastor was widowed. Someone else raked leaves.

Meals dropped by, enjoyed in the member’s home, in a restaurant as a guest of the member, and a gift certificate for
the pastor’s family were mentioned. One pastor received two sheets of stamps in appreciation for the regular note-
writing their church members receive.

There have been surprise showers that demonstrate the frightening ability of a congregation to pull something over
on their pastor.

A pastor in John Calvin Presbytery wrote, “God worked through these people and circumstances to show His love
and care.”

In all of our churches, may it ever be.
FhxkxAxxR* Concludes the report of the Pastoral Presbyter **x**x#xxk

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY ELDER JAN ZANDERS
COM Moderator, Jan Zanders brought the following motions to the floor:

That Presbytery apply all salary minimums for 2021 equally to Teaching Elders and Commissioned Ruling Elders.
Discussion time was offered. Motion was approved.

That Presbytery approve the minimum full-time salary for 2021 be increased by $2,750 to $ 43,750.00. Discussion
time was offered. Motion approved.

That Presbytery approve part-time salary minimums for 2021 be calculated as a percentage of the full-time salary
minimum. For example:

1/4 time = $ 10,937.50

1/3 time = $ 14,583.33

1/2 time = $ 21,875.00

3/4 time = $ 32.812.50
Discussion time was offered. Motion was approved.

That Presbytery set the minimum continuing education allowance at $1,500 for both full-time and part-time calls of
each church and each person. Discussion time was offered. Motion approved.

That Presbytery approve the pulpit supply minimums for 2021 be:

$ 125.00 plus mileage at the current IRS rate for one service

$ 160.00 plus mileage at the current IRS rate for two services (on the same day)

$ 60.00 plus mileage at the current IRS rate for moderating a Session or Congregational meeting.
Discussion time was offered. Motion approved.

That Presbytery celebrate the ministry of the Reverend Greg Esselman upon his retirement April 30, 2020. Motion
was approved. Greg spoke briefly of the gratitude he felt toward all his colleagues and friends. The Reverend Kent
Hollingsworth (Honorably Retired) and Jana Moore (Elder from Woodland Heights Presbyterian) shared about Greg
and his ministry in John Calvin Presbytery.

Jan moved that Presbytery examine Sheth LaRue for membership in the presbytery, for ordination, and for a full-
time call as installed pastor for First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri beginning August 4, 2020 with the
following terms of call:
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Salary $ 31,800.00
Housing allowance $ 13,200.00
Total Effective Salary $ 45,000.00
Board of Pensions Dues $ 16,650.00
Continuing Education Allowance $ 1,500.00
Automobile / Mileage $ 1,000.00
Professional Expenses $ 700.00
Social Security Tax supplemental income $ 3,443.00
Medical deductible, coinsurance, dental $ 444.00
Total Cost to Church Budget $68,737.00
Continuing Education leave 2 weeks

Vacation leave 4 weeks

Scott Pettit, member of the PNC of First Presbyterian Church, Aurora was introduced and told of the process of
calling a pastor. The Equal Employment Opportunity guidelines of John Calvin Presbytery were followed in this
search.

Sheth Z. LaRue was then introduced to the presbyters. Jan asked Sheth the first question. After he answered,
guestions from the floor ensued. The motion was made, seconded and approved to arrest the examination. Sheth
was escorted to the waiting room. Questions and discussion continued. The motion was made, seconded and
approved that Sheth LaRue be approved for membership in John Calvin Presbytery, for ordination, and for
a full-time call as installed pastor for First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri beginning August 4, 2020.

Moderator Miller made the motion to approve the terms of call for Sheth as full-time pastor of First Presbyterian
Aurora, Missouri. Motion was approved.

Sheth was admitted back into the meeting accompanied by virtual applause and welcomed. The Reverend Peggy
Wobbema prayed for Sheth, the Aurora congregation, and their ministry together.

SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTS

Sheth LaRue - Bio

Sheth LaRue has been a member of First Presbyterian Church, Salida, CO since 2011 and under the care of Pueblo
Presbytery since 2017. He holds a bachelor’s degree in English and Creative Writing from the University of Northern
Colorado. Prior to coming to seminary, he had careers in ranching, construction, retail, and with the USPS. He
completed an internship at Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church and his CPE at Ascension Seton Medical Center in
Austin. He served as editor of Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary’s Kairos newsletter, helping students
express themselves through writing. Sheth is especially interested in preaching, adult education, and letting people
know they are loved. He enjoys blogging about life (http://shethlarue.com), and spending time in the outdoors
hunting, hiking, and fishing. Sheth married fellow seminarian Chelsea May on May 30, and they are looking forward
to doing life together.

Sheth LaRue - Statement of Faith
I believe, trust, and have faith in one God distinct in three persons: Father, Son, and Spirit. In this Trinity, God is over
all creation, has lived in and continues to move in creation, having loving sovereignty over all.

I believe in God, seen in word as creator, rescuer, judge, mother, father, hen, lion, Lord. God lovingly created the
world good, including humanity, both male and female of every race, and God hoped that we’d live in peaceful
community. Yet, given all it needed, humanity desired more, rebelled, and chose sin. While deserving God’s wrath
and judgement, God gave justice and mercy through the sovereign love of Jesus Christ.

I have faith in Jesus Christ- fully human and fully divine- sent by God to be with creation. He embodied humanness-
caring for the broken, feeding the hungry, healing the sick, praying for creation, standing for the weak, opposing
injustice. He confronted potent and oppressive systems and called them to return to their upright ways, thus sentencing
him to death. Through this death, creation witnessed God’s plan for salvation and healing. | believe God raised Jesus
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from death, giving us hope and promise for our own rebirth. In Jesus’ life and death we’re shown how deeply God
loves and how we’re to live.

I trust in the Holy Spirit- a promise spoken by Jesus, given by God. We find intimacy with the Spirit who comforts,
guides, and brings peace. By the Spirit we’re to act as Christ: to love, care, feed, pray, worship, and stand against
injustice in all forms. When our spirits can’t endure, it’s the Spirit that supports and comforts, assuring us that our
work is useful.

I believe the Church is the ‘one holy catholic and apostolic’ body of Christ, striving to reveal God’s love in the world.
While imperfect, it desires God’s desires: make disciples, share life, care for creation, free captives, and grow the
Kingdom.

I affirm the sacraments of baptism and eucharist, both tactile means of God’s grace for the Church. In baptism we
affirm God’s grace and redemption are for all- it’s at the font we’re called to repentance, discipleship, and identity.
In eucharist we remember Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection- in this act we commune with God and God’s endless
love.

I trust in the Holy Scriptures- the story of God’s people and God’s love. It’s in the Scriptures that we know how God
has been active in the past and in the present.

Despite the love God has for us, still some choose to turn on God. Evil stays in the world when we favor death over
life, pain over mercy, power over freedom. God, hurt by this choice, desires those who turn away to return. While we
can’t fully grasp why God allows evil, we trust that God will prevail.

Even in death, creation will find newly abundant life. | believe God came to earth and will come again, making all
things new. I believe God’s Kingdom is with all creation, and have assurance it will be fully realized at Christ’s
return; not knowing when or how, we keenly wait, persisting in good.

*khkkkhkhhkhhkkhkhhhkhhkhriihhhkhiiihihiikx

Jan Zanders moved that Presbytery form an Administrative Commission to ordain and install Sheth LaRue as pastor
of First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Sunday, August 23, at 4 p.m. consisting of:

Toni Spieth, WFRE, First, Joplin, Missouri (Moderator)

Ron Fearn, WMRE, Crane, Missouri

Dean Gautney, WMRE, First, Aurora, Missouri

Bill Havens, WMTE, Honorably Retired

Malinda Spencer, Pastoral Presbyter, WFRE

Peggy Wobemma, WFTE, Trinity, Shell Knob, Missouri
The Administrative Commission will be dismissed by the act of the benediction at the conclusion of the worship
service. Motion approved.

That an Administrative Commission be elected to work with First Presbyterian Church, Lockwood, Missouri,
consisting of the following:

Toni Spieth, WFRE, First, Joplin, Missouri (Moderator)

Jack Cormack, WMTE, Hillcrest and Gibson Chapel, Springfield, Missouri

Carole Hudgings, WFRE, Trinity, Springfield, Missouri

Kathleen Strait, WFRE, First, Carthage, Missouri
and be given permission to do the following:

1. Assume original jurisdiction, if necessary, after assessing whether a viable session exists.
2. Assume financial oversight
3. To determine the viability of the congregation and to report their findings to the presbytery at its

October 24, 2020 meeting.
Motion was approved
Actions taken:
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1. | Approved Revised MIF, Crane Presbyterian Church

Granted permission for the Reverend Kira Anderson to conduct communion at the JCP PW Workshop

Gathering, Saturday, September 19, 2020 (Event has been postponed)

Approved Community Presbyterian Church’s MIFS5.

4. | Recommended that General Council approve the Small Church Resource Grant requested by United

Presbyterian Church, Mulberry, Kansas

5. | Formed subcommittees that researched and recommended guidelines to COM concerning all Terms of Call

minimums for 2021

6. | Received various liaison reports.

7. | Received report of visit to Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, Willard, Missouri, from representatives

of the Mission and Nurture Committee

8. | Recommended that the presbytery publish a letter of support for Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church and

persons of color in the Notices and send it to be shared with the Gibson Chapel congregation.

9. | Contacted retired pastors.

10. | Appointed a subcommittee to conduct a fit interview with a candidate.

11. | Approved the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum to continue serving as moderator for First Presbyterian Church,

Aurora, Missouri as long as necessary.

12. | Appointed the Reverend Jane Huffstetler as moderator for the session of Community Presbyterian Church

in Forsyth, Missouri

13. | Appointed the Reverend Dennis Winzenried as moderator for the session of St. Andrew Presbyterian

Church at Kimberling City, Missouri

14. | Approved the MIF prepared by First Preshyterian Church, Nevada, Missouri

15. | Authorized Elder Louise Jones to celebrate communion with St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at

Kimberling City, Missouri, beginning August 2, 2020 until an interim pastor is secured.

16. | Approved Sheth LaRue’s call (and terms of call) as installed pastor to First Presbyterian Church, Aurora,

Missouri, and that he be accepted into John Calvin Preshytery, if the way be clear.

98]

Fsxxxxk Concludes the report of the Committee on Ministry *xxxxx

REPORT OF THE ANTI-RACISM SUBCOMMITTEE OF COUNCIL

THE REVEREND JENNIFER DAWSON and THE REVEREND CHARLEY SHURTZ
Jennifer and Charley gave a brief report of the preliminary work this committee will be doing as John Calvin
Presbytery is committed to work to dismantle systemic racism. Question and answer time was offered for the
presbyters and committee members.

FxFAFAxER* Concludes the report of the Anti-Racism Subcommitteg **x**xk*xx*
REPORT OF THE TREASURER THE REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED

Dennis pointed out the details of the financial situation of the presbytery. Dennis also invited any questions about
the finances.

FxFAxAxFR* Concludes the report of the Treasurer ***x*xkxxk

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE THE REVEREND CHARLEY SHURTZ

Actions taken:
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Recommended that General Council receive the financial reports as of June 30, 2020 for review.
2. | Recommended that General Council approve the contract for the sale of the property of Southminster
Presbyterian Church and request the realtor’s percentage be listed in the contract.

FxFAxA*EX* Concludes the report of Administrative Ministries Committee ****x*x*xx

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL THE REVEREND JENNIFER DAWSON
The following motion was read at the 198" meeting of Presbytery on May 21, 2020, as required for amendments to
the Bylaws. On behalf of General Council, Jennifer moved that the Presbytery amend the Bylaws, Chapter Two
“Meetings,” by inserting the word “ordinarily” and the sentence “Under unusual circumstances the General Council
may make an exception to this requirement” as underlined below:

2.70  Each stated meeting of Presbytery shall include a service of worship to ordinarily include a
sermon and the celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord ’s Supper. Under unusual circumstances the
General Council may make an exception to this requirement. Leadership of the worship service at each
meeting of Presbytery should be representative of the makeup of the membership of Presbytery so that more
than one of the following constituencies are represented in leadership roles: lay, clergy, male, female, racial
ethnic.
Motion approved

Jennifer moved that Presbytery create an Administrative Commission consisting of :
John Anderson, WMTE, First Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri
Dan Davis, WMTE, First Presbyterian, lola, Kansas
Deb Field, WFRE, St. Andrew at Kimberling City, Missouri
Lou Hartley, WFTE, First Presbyterian, Rolla, Missouri
Jim Holt, WMRE, Crane Presbyterian Crane, Missouri
to walk alongside Southminster with a dual charge:
a. To facilitate a possible sale of the Southminster property as long as it is, in the view of the
Administrative Commission, in the best interest of both Southminster and the Presbytery. (The
Administrative Commission is given the power to approve the sales contract if the inspection goes
through with no major problems.)
b. To be a resource to Southminster as they develop a plan for their next chapter in ministry.
Time for discussion was offered. Motion was approved — 34 Yes/ 4 No

Jennifer was pleased to award three Creative Ministries Grants and one Small Church Resource Grant.

United Presbyterian Church, Mulberry, Kansas was awarded a Small Church Resource Grant in the amount
of $2,500 toward the cost to replace a heating/air conditioning unit.

First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri was awarded a Creative Ministries Grant in the amount of
$1,725 to expand their diaper pantry, Moses’ Basket. Kathy Lowry described how they will work
with the local food distribution agency to help more with diaper needs.

Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri was awarded a Creative Ministries Grant in the amount of
$2,500. Jim Holt explained that these funds will aid in their ability to hire additional people to help
care for children as Crane schools are going to a 4-day week.

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri was awarded a Creative Ministries Grant in the amount
of 1,300 to begin an audio podcast project.

FOR INFORMATION:
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The total offering collected at the 198™ meeting of Presbytery on May 21, 2020 was $895.92. ($447.96 was added
to the Creative Ministries Grant Fund of the Presbytery; $447.96 was sent to First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, to
support Bright Futures, a charity benefiting local school children.)

Actions taken:

1. | Created the Anti-Racism Subcommittee led by Jennifer Dawson and Charley Shurtz to write a statement,
plan and guide follow-up actions, and hold the Council and the Presbytery accountable in the long-term to
dismantle racial injustice.

2. | Directed that a statement of Council’s commitment to work to dismantle structural racism be written, sent
to Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church and published in the Notices on Jun 12, 2020. See below.*

3. | Authorized the 199" Stated Meeting of John Calvin Preshytery be held by digital means on August 3, 2020
due to the current health concerns about the coronavirus pandemic.

4. | Authorized the vote on the change to the Bylaws ( to allow Council discretion in planning worship at
presbytery meetings under unusual circumstances ) continue as planned for the August 3 presbytery
meeting ( despite the necessity of holding the meeting by Zoom ).

5. | Granted a grace period through October for all pastors serving churches in the presbytery to complete
boundaries training. ( Council plans to re-evaluate this decision at the end of September. We plan to hold
Boundaries Trainings in-person but socially distanced. )

6. | Updated and approved the docket for the 199" Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery.

7. | Approved granting a Creative Ministry Grant of $2,500 to Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri, of
$1,300.00 to Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA, Springfield, Missouri and $1,725 to First Presbyterian Church of
Aurora, Missouri.

Approved a Small Church Resource Grant of $2,500 for United Presbyterian Church, Mulberry, Kansas.
9. | Expressed support for staff’s search to find a technological solution to provide people the amount of
communication from the Presbytery that they desire.

10. | Provided the strong recommendation that all churches within John Calvin Presbytery have a policy
requiring masks be worn at all in-person gatherings.

11. | Agreed to honor the Reverend Dr. Thomas Cavicchia at the February 2021 presbytery meeting as part of
the reading of Necrology.

12. | Approved filing the financial reports as of June 30, 2020 for review and authorized their presentation to
presbytery on August 3, 2020.

13. | Did not approve the current contract for the sale of the Southminster property. (See additional documents:
Southminster Authorization to Show and Southminster Contract and Amendments.)

oo

*To the Congregation of Gibson Chapel and All Members of John Calvin Presbytery but especially those
who are people of color.

We, the General Council of John Calvin Presbyter, are committed to dismantling structural racism in all its forms.

The belief that being white imbues people with superior skills, talents, and worth was woven into the founding of our
nation. The atrocities committed in the name of white supremacy are numerous. From the evil of the decimation of
native cultures, to slavery, to the Asian anti-immigration policies and the detaining of Japanese Americans, and the
vilification of our Latinx brothers and sisters, our nation has a poor track record of honoring the beautiful diversity
of humanity that God created and called good.

Unfortunately, the PC(USA) and our individual congregations have often accepted the cultural norms and acted in
ignorance.

We are the Church Reformed and always being reformed by the work of the Holy Spirit. It is our sincere hope that
we will truly be reformed in this time of social upheaval.

To that end we do sincerely apologize for every instance of racism in which we participated either intentionally or by
omission.
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We ask that all our congregants repent of our implicit bias against people who do not look like us. We ask that each
one take into account their own hearts that we may indeed become one family under God.

We repent of our sins against our brothers and sisters of color who have suffered from racial inequalities and systems
that value white lives over theirs. We strive to make equality a matter of the heart and not a slogan of platitudes.

We commit to working to reform our beliefs and our actions to more closely reflect God’s amazing love for all people.
In so much as it is possible we ask that you pray for us to be shaped by the love of God to embrace all people whom
God has made.

We have already begun work as a Matthew 25 presbytery. Many congregations have already committed to
dismantling structural racism, but we pledge to do more.

General Council has also empowered a task force to focus our efforts in growing toward a better future in our
relationships. We will also commit to revisiting this issue as a Presbytery through the coming years.

It is our hope that we will change our hearts, minds, and spirits to more closely follow Christ. It is our intent to move
forward in a way that creates real and meaningful progress as we are led by the Holy Spirit.

We hope that you will accept our apology and work with us. We are praying for you in this time of crisis and for the
times of crisis you have faced repeatedly. We refuse to simply repent without action. It is indeed sinful to hold one
person in higher esteem than another. May we indeed further the idea that we are all equal in the eyes of God and
each other.

We are honored that you are part of this Presbytery.

In Christ’s Love,

Reverend Jennifer Dawson
General Council Moderator

FHdsxxak Concludes the report of General Council ***sxxx

REPORT OF COVID-19 ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION ELDER MARTHA BLEDSOE
The Commission was formed to respond to the impact of the COVID-19 crisis. These grants are intended to be either
emergency needs related to food, shelter, basic hygiene; new approaches to existing ministries; or new ways to
minister that are sustainable beyond the receipt of the grant. Local churches are encouraged to match the grant dollars,
or a fraction of every dollar. Three grant cycles were designated: April — August, Sept. — Nov., and Dec. — Feb.
2021. Congregations may apply in more than one cycle. The intent of the committee was to have an easy application
form and a quick turn-around on approving the grants of up to $1500.

All five requests for grants were funded. On June 23, the following actions were taken:
1. Approved $1,000.00 to Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri

2. Approved $1,500.00 to Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri

3. Approved $1,500.00 to Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri
4. Approved $1,500.00 to Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA, Springfield, Missouri

5. Approved $1,000.00 to First Presbyterian Church Nevada, Missouri

Gibson Chapel and Hillcrest are working together on an A/V expansion project that will benefit both churches.
New sound equipment, a 75” monitor, cables, and mounting brackets will allow transmission of the services to the
Fellowship Center. This will allow for social distancing as they worship.

Woodland Heights requested funds to establish ministry in a new way. To launch on-line streaming, they requested
a camera, laptop, update to internet, and a license for streaming music. These additions will open up new
opportunities for reaching members of the congregation for worship.
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Trinity, Springfield and First, Nevada both requested grants for community support. Trinity is meeting the needs
of the homeless by providing food and shelter. Many shelters are closed during the Pandemic and Trinity has
partnered with other agencies to help provide housing for over 100 at-risk individuals every night in local hotels
through the Merciful Nights initiative. They are also partnering with Have Faith Food Initiative to prepare meal kits
that provide a nonperishable breakfast and dinner for each person sheltered in hotels. The money will go to offset
the costs of preparing these kits. Nevada 1° Preshyterian Church requested a matching grant to help the Community
Food Kitchen with COVID-19 additional expenses such as clamshell boxes for curbside pickup.

Members of the committee are: Reverend Dennis Winzenried, Reverend Chris Miller, Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley,
Commissioned Ruling Elder Bill Agnew and Elder Martha Bledsoe. Applications may be found on the Presbytery
website.

REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN MODERATOR JOAN RUSSELL
Written report for Information:

The Fall Workshop/Gathering at Joplin First Presbyterian has now been moved to fall of 2021 as the Spring Gathering
at Trinity in Springfield was moved to spring of 2021.

We are staying in touch with quarterly newsletters and continuing to be connected with synod and churchwide zoom
meetings. The Synod of Mid-America gathering has been shifted to September 12, 2020. These zoom meetings,
"Second Saturday Synod Circle," will also be held on October 10 and November 14, 2020.

We look forward to the Churchwide Gathering in St. Louis, August 5-8, 2021.
Submitted by Joan Russell, Moderator

FxFARxE*E** Concludes the written report of the Presbyterian Women ****x**xskx

REPORT OF THE MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE
CRE WILLIAM AGNEW & REVEREND LOU ELLEN HARTLEY

FOR INFORMATION:

1. | Equipping the Saints, with Rodger Nishioka talking about reaching young adults, will be held by Zoom on
August 22, 2020. The cost will be $5 per person or $25 per church, with sessions strongly encouraged to
attend.

2. | The International Peacemaker program has been cancelled for 2020.
3. | Disaster buckets will be collected again this year.

FxkAxkxxRx Concludes the report of the Mission and Nurture Committee ****x**xx*x

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION ELDER LORRAINE WHITTINGTON
F - Female M - Male
TE - Teaching Elder CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder RE - Ruling Elder Y - Youth
W - White A - Asian AA - African-American

Moderator Lorraine Whittington thanked all who have served JCP and are rotating off their committees. Everyone
has served with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love — we thank you!

Please note: The Committee on Representation has worked to be equal in representation to the demographics of
John Calvin Presbytery.
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On behalf of the Committee on Representation Lorraine moved that the following be elected, terms to begin
September 1, 2020. Nominations from the floor were invited. Hearing none, the motion was approved.

Moderator of General Council
Chris Miller, Class of 2021, WMTE — Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA, Springfield, Missouri

Moderator of Presbytery
Toni Spieth, 2021, WFRE — First Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri

Moderator-Elect of Presbytery
Jim Holt, Class of 2021, WMRE — Crane Presbyterian Crane, Missouri

Moderator of Committee on Ministry
Reina Daleske, Class of 2021, WFRE — St. Andrew Presbyterian Kimberling City, Missouri

Administrative Ministries

Grant Spieth, Class of 2023, WMRE — First Presbyterian Joplin, Missouri
Julie Mercer, Class of 2023, WFTE — First Presbyterian Mt. Vernon, Missouri
Cindy Fisher, Class of 2023, WFRE - First Presbyterian Aurora, Missouri

Committee on Ministry

Warren Lovinger, Class of 2022, WMRE — First Presbyterian Nevada, Missouri
Marga Pogue, 2023, WFRE — Westminster Presbyterian Springfield, Missouri
William Lee, Class of 2023, AMTE — First Presbyterian Neosho, Missouri

Kira Anderson, Class of 2023, WFTE — First Presbyterian Joplin, Missouri
Toni Spieth, Class of 2023, WFRE — First Presbyterian Joplin, Missouri

Alan Marso, Class of 2023, WMRE — Crocker Presbyterian Crocker, Missouri

Subcommittee on Preparation for Ministry
Warren Lovinger, Class of 2022, WMRE — First Presbyterian Nevada, Missouri

Mission and Nurture Committee

Jared Witt, Class of 2023, WMTE — First Presbyterian Ft. Scott, Kansas

Jennifer Dawson, Class of 2023, WFTE, First Presbyterian Parsons, Kansas
Susan Frazier, Class of 2023, WFRE, First Presbyterian Mountain View, Missouri
Cheryl Bowen, Class of 2023, WFRE, First Presbyterian Parsons, Kansas

Ordination Exam Reader Team

Jared Witt, Class of 2022, WMTE, First Presbyterian Fort Scott, Kansas

Dennis Pirkle, Class of 2022, WMRE, St. Andrew Presbyterian @Hideaway, Galena, Missouri
Alternate: Linda Holt, Class of 2022, WFRE, Crane Presbyterian Crane, Missouri

Permanent Judicial Commission
Charles Spencer, Class of 2027, WMTE, First Presbyterian Webb City, Missouri
R. Jack Garrett, Class of 2027, WMRE, First Presbyterian West Plains, Missouri

Sexual Misconduct Allegations Response Team
Christine lannucilli, Class of 2023, WFTE, First Presbyterian Golden City and Lockwood, Missouri
Ruth Hones, Class of 2023, WFRE, First Presbyterian West Plains, Missouri

Sexual Misconduct Investigating Team
Dennis Winzenried, Class of 2023, WMTE, HR
Julia Gentle, Class of 2023, WFRE, Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA Springfield, Missouri

FhxFxAx*F* Concludes the report of the Committee on Representation ***x**xxx*
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Officers and committee members elected were asked to “wave” and say “Hi” to be installed. Installation service
was conducted by John Calvin Presbytery’s moderator, the Reverend Chris Miller.

Chris then passed the stole, cross and banner in voice only to the incoming moderator of presbytery, Elder Toni
Spieth.

Chris Miller gave his last moderator’s report and spoke about what a great joy and blessing it was to be able serve as
moderator of this presbytery. “Whether it was in person or by Zoom, | felt your camaraderie in this work. I am proud
to be Presbyterian because of the way we care and love one another, support our colleagues in ministry and the way
we come together to do the work of God’s kingdom. Thank you for putting up with me this past year as your
moderator, for your grace and patience. | look forward to serving by your side in the years to come.”

The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.
The meeting concluded at 1:00 p.m. with the Resolution of Thanks and a closing prayer.

RESOLUTION OF THANKS THE REVEREND GREG FERREE

Whereas, John Calvin Presbytery met today, with members located in many places at once; and as St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church at Kimberling City provided the visible physical space for members’ focus during our
meeting and service;

Whereas, such church also shared with presbytery spiritual and technical means to aid our worshiping and
governing today,

Be it resolved, that John Calvin Presbytery gives a resounding affirmation and thanksgiving for all of St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church’s provisions for our presbytery to meet this day.

Let us pray.....

Gracious God, who loves us and provides for us: we give thanks for the provisions for the day from St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church, for the leaders, planners and groups who helped move us through our proceedings; for the
willing participants to come together in this virtual way through the gifts of technology; and for the servants who
related to us their experience of the recent unique meeting of General Assembly.

We praise you God for long service rendered and celebrated with retirement; for a new call to ministry approved, for
individual grants provided for your special good works through congregations; for acceptance of invitations to serve
and lead in presbytery, and for those who have served faithfully their recent terms. We ask your ongoing blessings
for our continuing work through John Calvin Presbytery, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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