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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 

CALLED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 

      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 

The Reverend Chris Miller called to order the called meeting of John Calvin Presbytery at 11:00 a.m. and opened the 

meeting with prayer.   
 

The purpose of the meeting was to approve the following: 

 1.) Listing for sale of the property at 2245 South Holland Avenue, Springfield, Missouri, as requested 

  by Southminster Presbyterian Church. 

 

 2.) The Overture from John Calvin Presbytery to the 224th General Assembly regarding benefit equity 

  among mid council executive staff. 

 

Acting Stated Clerk Beth Kick declared that a quorum was present. (“A quorum necessary to transact business at 

each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may 

be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 

ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the Called Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 26 and as follows: 

 Eight ( 8 ) Teaching Elders serving a church 

 One ( 1 ) Commissioned Ruling Elder serving a church 

 Two ( 2 ) Teaching Elders Honorably Retired 

 One ( 1 ) Teaching Elder Member at Large 

 Six ( 6 ) Ruling Elders 

 Three ( 3 ) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council and Committees. 

 Three ( 3 ) Visitors 

 One ( 1 ) Volunteer from Southminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri   

 Four ( 4 ) Churches were represented. 
  

COMMUNITY 

 

CHURCH 

 

TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 

Excused 

Absent 

 

RULING ELDER 

COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Crews, Joe Absent Absent 

Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Susan Rosenbaum Excused Absent 

Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 

Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 

Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Absent Absent 

Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Huffstetler, Jane Present Absent 

Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Excused Absent 

Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Mark Absent Absent 

Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Excused Absent 

Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Excused Absent 

Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Excused Absent 

Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 

Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 

Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Iola, KS First Presbyterian Davis, Daniel Absent Absent 
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Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Absent Absent 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Spieth, Toni 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  -------------------- --------- Whittington, Lorraine 

Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Anders, Dixie Voss Present Daleske, Reina 

Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 

Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer, Julie Excused Absent 

Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present Absent 

Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Excused Absent 

Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 

Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Lee, William Absent Absent 

Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Excused Absent 

Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present Absent 

Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Excused Absent 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Absent Absent 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ------------------------- ---------- Absent 

Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused Absent 

Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobbema, Peggy Excused Absent 

Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present  Excused 

Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Groote, Marvin Present Michael Lyons 

Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Morriss, Kathy 

Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA ---------------------------- --------- Marsh, Sharon  

Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant ----------------------- 

Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Present Absent 

Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Excused Absent 

Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Hill, Dale Present Absent 

Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Spencer, Charles Excused Absent 

West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Dahlgren, Robert Absent Absent 

Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Absent Absent 

Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Excused Absent 

Member at Large  Foos, Laurie Present  

Honorably Retired  Havens, Bill Present  

Honorably Retired  Simpson, Bob Present  

 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 

Presbytery Pastoral Presbyter Spencer, Malinda Present 
Presbytery Acting Stated Clerk Kick, Beth Present 

Presbytery moderator Miller, Chris Present 

Presbytery moderator-elect Spieth, Toni Present 

General Council moderator Dawson, Jennifer Excused 
Administrative Ministries moderator Mercer, Julie Excused 

Committee on Ministry moderator Zanders, Janice Excused 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry moderator Cooke, Diane Excused 
Committee on Representation moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 

Mission and Nurture Committee co-moderator Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused 

Mission and Nurture Committee co-moderator Agnew, Bill Excused 

Presbyterian Women moderator Russell, Joan Present 
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Treasurer Holt, Jim Excused 
 

VISITORS 

Burton, Pat 

Southminster, Springfield 

Moll, Denise 

Southminster, Springfield 

Morriss, Todd 

Trinity, Springfield 

Muegge, Sarah 

Trinity, Springfield 
 

VOLUNTEERS: 

Michael Lyons 
 

STAFF: 

Gail Wilson, Recording Clerk 

 

Moderator Chris Miller asked if there was anyone present who needed to be seated as a corresponding member.  

Hearing none, the meeting proceeded. 

 

Chris read the first motion, that presbytery approve listing for sale the property at 2245 South Holland Avenue, 

Springfield, Missouri, as requested by Southminster Presbyterian Church.  The Reverend Marvin Groote came 

forward to explain the request to sell the church building and answered questions.  The motion was made, seconded, 

and approved.  

 

 

Moderator Chris Miller passed the gavel to Moderator-Elect Toni Spieth to bring the next motion to the body. Toni 

introduced Chris as the advocate for the overture. He explained the rationale and process for developing the 

overture, then answered questions from the body. 

 

Moderator-Elect Toni Spieth read the motion to approve the Overture from John Calvin Presbytery to the 224th 

General Assembly regarding benefit equity among mid council executive staff.  After all questions and discussion 

ceased, the motion was made, seconded and approved to overture the 224th General Assembly (2020) to 

instruct the Board of Pensions to allow Ruling Elders serving in Mid Council Executive Staff positions the 

option of enrolling in the Pastor’s Participation Plan of the Board of Pensions. 

 

 

On Benefit Equity Among Mid Council Executive Staff 
 
The Presbytery of John Calvin overtures the 224th General Assembly (2020) to instruct the Board of 
Pensions to allow Ruling Elders serving in Mid Council Executive Staff positions the option of enrolling 
in the Pastor’s Participation Plan of the Board of Pensions. 
 
DEFINITION OF MID COUNCIL EXECUTIVE STAFF: For purposes of this overture, Mid Council Executive 
Staff is defined as any Ruling Elder employed by a Mid Council of the Presbyterian Church (USA) who, if 
ordained as a Teaching Elder / Minister of the Word and Sacrament, would qualify for enrollment in the 
Pastor’s Participation Plan of the Board of Pensions.  Descriptive (not prescriptive) examples include: 
Executive, General, Pastoral, or Associate Presbyter; Stated Clerk; Director or Coordinator. 

Rationale 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) has, both in polity and tradition, held parity between Ruling Elders and 
Teaching Elders / Ministers of the Word and Sacrament.  As a denomination we have recognized that 
both Ruling and Teaching Elders bring unique gifts to the work of ministry at all levels of church 
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leadership.  In particular, Ruling Elders have a long history of serving the Mid Councils of our 
denomination as Executive Staff. 

Until recently, Ruling Elders serving in Mid Council Executive Staff positions were eligible to participate in 
what is now termed the “Pastor’s Participation Plan” of the Board of Pensions.  However, with the 
introduction of the Menu Plan in 2017 this eligibility was ended and these individuals were shifted to the 
Menu Plan.  While the Menu Plan offers the possibility of the same coverage as Pastor’s Participation, in 
some cases the cost of this coverage is significantly higher.  In the case of one executive staff person in 
John Calvin Presbytery the cost difference between the Menu Plan and Pastor’s Participation was nearly 
$20,000 per year for medical coverage alone. 

In conversations between John Calvin Presbytery and the Board of Pensions, it was shared by the Board 
Representative that this experience is the minority experience and for many cases the Menu Plan is no 
more expensive than Pastor’s Participation.  John Calvin Presbytery is deeply thankful that this is a 
minority experience; however, in conversations with other Mid Council leaders, we understand that we 
are not alone in this experience.  Our hope is by allowing the option (but not the requirement) for Ruling 
Elders in Mid Council Executive Staff positions to enroll in Pastor’s Participation that we can minimize the 
financial impact of this minority situation. 

In the latest edition of “Living by the Gospel,” the Board of Pensions presents a Theology of Benefits on 
the first page, which states in part:  

“The very character of God as revealed in the Scriptures compels those who worship and serve 
God to “maintain justice, and do what is right.” Hence, from its inception the Church has affirmed 
just compensation for its servants. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has repeatedly confirmed this 
commitment to support its servants with compensation that includes salary, benefits, vacation, 
and opportunities for spiritual growth and renewal. … We call people to varied forms of service 
and covenant to support them so they may devote their best gifts and energies to the work of 
God’s kingdom.” 

By opening the option to enroll in Pastor’s Participation to those Ruling Elders in Mid Council Executive 
Staff positions, we are making it possible for all Mid Councils to live up to the calling presented by the 
Board of Pensions in their Theology of Benefits, supporting all those who are called to “varied forms of 
service” as we “support them so they may devote their best gifts and energies to the work of God’s 
kingdom.”  The current situation leaves some Mid Councils in the challenging position of having to 
choose between meeting budgetary obligations or providing benefits to Ruling Elders, or even worse, 
having to decide between the ideal individual for an Executive Staff position who happens to be a Ruling 
Elder or someone who might be a less-ideal fit, but who is cheaper to provide benefits for as a Minister of 
the Word and Sacrament. 

Among ministers there is “call neutrality” when it comes to the provision of benefits to make it easier for 
a smaller congregation to call a qualified individual.  It is the hope of John Calvin Presbytery that we 
could return to the pre-2017 pattern of a similar “neutrality” for Mid Council Executive Staff to empower 
our smaller Mid Councils to call the best person for the work of ministry in their context. 

 

The gavel was returned to Moderator Miller. A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved. 

 

Chris Miller closed the meeting in prayer at 11:45 a.m. 


