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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY
CALLED MEETING

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT
Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.
Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.
Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry.

A Gathering to honor the ministry and mission and closing of First Presbyterian Church of Girard, Kansas, and Called
Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Moderator, the Reverend Chris Miller,
followed by prayer offered by the Reverend Jack Cormack. The Reverend K. O. Noonoo welcomed all to the
Pittsburg church and shared the church’s ministry and mission.

The order of the day will be to (1) celebrate the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church of Girard, Kansas,
and worship God; (2) consider proposed property sales of four churches; and (3) examine two pastors for membership
in the presbytery and for a call as co-pastors at First Presbyterian Church Joplin, Missouri, and consider their terms
of call.

New elders and ministers to John Calvin Preshytery were introduced.

Acting Stated Clerk, Beth Kick, declared that a quorum was present. (A gquorum necessary to transact business at
each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may
be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.)

ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the Called Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 40 and as follows:
Fourteen ( 14 ) Teaching Elders serving a church
One (1) Commissioned Ruling Elder serving a church.
Nine (9) Ruling Elders
Eight ( 8 ) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council and Committees.
Eleven ( 11) Visitors
One (1) Volunteer from First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Kansas
Fifteen (15) Churches were represented.

Present
COMMUNITY CHURCH TEACHING ELDER or | Excused RULING ELDER
CRE Absent COMMISSIONER
Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian | Crews, Joe Absent | Absent
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Susan Rosenbaum Present | Absent
Baxter Springs, KS | First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Present | Absent
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent | Absent
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Absent | Absent
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Dawson, Mary
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Excused | Excused
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Mark Absent | Absent
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Absent | Absent
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present | Banwart, Connie
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Absent | Excused
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Golden City, MO First Preshyterian lannucilli, Christine Present | Absent
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent | Absent
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
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lola, KS First Presbyterian Davis, Daniel Present | Absent
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Absent | Absent
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Nipper, John Present | Spieth, Toni
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian | —-mmmmmemmmeeee | e Sapp, Michael
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Anders, Dixie Voss Excused | Daleske, Reina
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian lannucilli, Christine Present | Absent
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer, Julie Present | Absent
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present | Absent
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Excused | Absent
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent | Absent
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Lee, William Present | Absent
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Bardeen, Robert Excused | Absent
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present | Absent
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present | Absent
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present | Absent
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church | ccemmmmmmen | oo Absent
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused | Absent
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant | Absent
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobbema, Peggy Excused | Absent
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Preshyterian | Cormack, Jack Present | Lofton, Ferba
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present | Cormack, Scarlett
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian | Groote, Marvin Absent | Absent
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present | Morriss, Kathy
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA | = Leonard, Susan
Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Absent | Absent
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Absent | Absent
Stockton, MO Stockton Preshyterian Hill, Dale Present | Absent
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Spencer, Charles Present | Absent
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Dahlgren, Robert Absent | Absent
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Excused | Absent
Willow Springs, MO | W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Excused | Absent
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS
Presbytery Pastoral Presbyter Spencer, Malinda Present
Presbytery Acting Stated Clerk Kick, Beth Present
Presbytery moderator Miller, Chris Present
Presbytery moderator-elect Spieth, Toni Present
General Council moderator Dawson, Jennifer Present
Administrative Ministries moderator Mercer, Julie Present
Committee on Ministry moderator Zanders, Janice Present
Committee on Preparation for Ministry moderator Cooke, Diane Excused
Committee on Representation moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present
Mission and Nurture Committee co-moderator Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused
Mission and Nurture Committee co-moderator Agnew, Bill Excused
Presbyterian Women moderator Russell, Joan Absent
Treasurer Holt, Jim Excused
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VISITORS
Elliott, Bill Elliott, Joyce Good, Diane Knutzen, Lisa
Joplin First Joplin First Chanute First Joplin First
Mayo, Cheryl Nipper, Leah Scheneman, Karolyn Scheneman, Ken
Pittsburg Presb. Joplin First Joplin First
Spieth, Grant Williams, Sarah Williams, Jody Wilson, Beverly
Joplin First Joplin First Joplin First Girard First (and her

daughter)

VOLUNTEERS

Baezo, Debbie

STAFE

Gail Wilson, Recording Clerk

Acting Stated Clerk, Beth Kick moved that the following be seated as corresponding members:
The Reverend Kira Anderson from Denver Preshytery
The Reverend John Anderson from Plains and Peaks Presbytery

Seconded. Motion approved.

Thanks was given to Pittsburg Presbyterian Church for their hospitality and thanks to First Presbyterian
Church, Fort Scott, Kansas; First Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri; First Presbyterian Church, Mt.
Vernon, Missouri; and Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri, for their help with
refreshments and organization for this meeting.

The Worship Service began. The Reverend K. O. Noonoo offered the Gathering Prayer.

Moderator Miller gave the Statement of Purpose.

Toni Spieth, Connie Banwart, Malinda Spencer, Jennifer Dawson, Beth Kick and Jared Witt shared in the liturgy of
the service. The Reverend Chris Miller offered the message of “Worshipful Work™. The Pittsburg Presbyterian
Church Choir led by Stella Hastings, Minister of Music, and accompanied by Virginia Darling provided music. Brock
Willard offered a solo selection. The offering collected totaled $ 309.00, half of which will go to the Creative Ministry
Grant Fund of John Calvin Preshytery and half to a mission to be chosen by the session of Pittsburg Presbyterian
Church.

Moderator Chris Miller thanked the pastors and leaders of First Presbyterian Church of Girard, Kansas, for their
ministry and recognized the remaining members, Beverly Wilson, Joeen Burns and Howard DelLange. Beverly
Wilson and her daughter were in attendance. It was noted that the clerk of session has released official documents
and rolls to the Presbytery. These documents will be sent to the Presbyterian Historical Society.

The recipients of the financial gifts from First Presbyterian Church of Girard, Kansas are as named:
Girard First Presbyterian Church Scholarship Memorial Fund $20,000.00
(a portion to be administered each year to a graduating High School Senior)

Two (2) College Scholarships to local students for two (2) years $ 2,622.98
John Calvin Presbyterian Student Scholarship Fund $ 14,260.19
Girard Historical Museum $ 2,500.00
Ministerial Alliance / Food Program $ 2,500.00
Per Capita to John Calvin Presbytery $ 1,135.17
Pittsburg Presbyterian Church — Children’s Ministry $ 2,500.00
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Moderator Chris Miller made the final declaration:
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the authority of the Presbytery of John Calvin,
I declare the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Girard Kansas dissolved and her building vacated.

The business portion of the meeting began with the Administrative Ministries Committee’s moderator, Julie
Mercer, bringing four (4) motions to the floor for approval:

1. That Presbytery approve the sale of property, Lots 10 & 12 Blk 134, for $10,000, requested by the First
Presbyterian Church of Fort Scott, Kansas, contingent on congregational approval. (Their annual meeting is
scheduled for January 19, 2020. The proposed closing date is January 20, 2020.) Motion Approved

2. That Presbytery approve the sale of property, 502 S. Pearl Avenue, Joplin, MO for $252,500, requested by
the First Presbyterian Church of Joplin, Missouri, contingent on congregational approval. (Congregational
meeting is scheduled for January 5, 2020, after worship. Proposed closing date is February 28, 2020, or
sooner if possible.) Motion Approved

3. That Presbytery approve the sale of property, 534 Valley View Drive, Mount Vernon, MO for $115,000,
requested by the First Presbyterian Church of Mount Vernon, Missouri. The Church’s attorney is writing
the contract. A copy of the contract is to be forwarded to the Acting Stated Clerk. Motion Approved

4. That Presbytery approve the sale of property, 536 East Tampa Street, Springfield, Missouri, for $150,000,
requested by Gibson Chapel of Springfield, Missouri. Proposed closing date is March 8, 2020.
Motion Approved

FhxkxExxH* Concludes the report and business of the Administrative Ministries Committee ******x***x
The Moderator of the Committee on Ministry, Janice Zanders, moved that the Reverends Kira and John Anderson be

examined for membership in the Presbytery and for a call as installed co-pastors for First Presbyterian Church, Joplin,
Missouri, serving % time, beginning March 1, 2020, with the following terms of call:

Salary $40,000.00 each
Housing $12,500.00 each
Total Effective Salary: $52,500.00 each
Board of Pension total for both pastors $25,725.00
Continuing Education $750.00 each
Auto $1,500.00 each
Professional Expense $500.00 each
Social Security Offset $3,938.00 each
Medical Deductible/Dental $1,161.00 Kira
Other (Cell phone) $480.00 each
Total Cost to Church $146,222.00
4 weeks of vacation Each
2 weeks of study leave Each
Sabbatical Leave Allowance According to policy

Janice asked Kira and then John the first question. Once they answered, the floor was opened to questions of Kira
and John, alternately. The motion to arrest the examination was made, seconded and approved. Kira and John
were escorted from the room and questions and discussion ensued. The motion was made, seconded, and approved,
to sustain the examination and approve the call as co-pastors for First Presbyterian Church with the terms of
call as written, with the stipulation that the Committee on Ministry determine whether or not First
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Presbyterian Church must offer additional continuing education funds to meet the presbytery’s minimum for
individual pastors.

Kira and John returned to the room amid welcoming applause.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Kira Anderson - Biography
I was born and raised in a northern suburb of Atlanta. As the youngest of three children, my family has immensely
impacted my faith. My half-brother, who is ten years older than me, lives in England with his wife and two sons. My
sister lives with her family in a suburb of Chicago. Despite the distance, we have maintained close relationships over
the years. | have been blessed to have two amazing parents, my mother, a native Georgian, and my father who is from
England.

Baptized and confirmed at Eastminster Presbyterian Church USA in Marietta, | grew up in that wonderful church.
My mom was the Clerk of Session for several years and I have fond memories playing in the halls during my mother’s
many committee meetings. My favorite activity in the summer was going to my presbytery’s summer camp in north
Georgia. It was here that | felt my call to be a pastor for the first time, and | went on to serve as a counselor during
my college years.

After high school | attended Presbyterian College, majoring in Christian Education and graduating in 2009. Shortly
after, | accepted a position at Canterbury United Methodist Church in Mountain Brook, Alabama, as the Junior High
Youth Director where | was responsible for Sunday School and youth programs for over 150 youth, 7t through 9™
grade. Working full time at Canterbury affirmed my call to become a pastor. So, in September 2011 | became a full-
time student at Princeton Theological Seminary. | loved my time in seminary, plus I met my future husband my last
year in school.

In 2014, | graduated and received my first call to Wellshire Presbyterian Church in Denver as the Associate of Youth
and Young Adults. In 2015 more changes came with my marriage to John, and Wellshire altered my position to
include Adult Education, which came with the title of Associate of Christian Formation. Life was further changed for
the better on Christmas Day 2018 when our daughter was born. We love family dancing and with our two amazing
dogs.

Kira Anderson - Statement of Faith
I believe in and worship one almighty God. God is beyond time but always present, here and now. | believe that God
is a personal loving being, neither male nor female but above human understanding. God is righteous, mighty and
forgiving. I sincerely love God. I believe with all my heart that God loves me, and we are all the Lord’s beloved
children. Even when we fail or feel worthless, God values us. | believe that somehow each and everyone one of us is
‘God’s favorite’ for God is love and claims us. I do not know everything about God, nor do I desire a god I can put
in a box. However, | trust God and believe our Creator is wise, kind, just, and true.

I believe Jesus Christ, both fully divine & human, existed, lived, and died on earth. He had a soul, felt pain, and truly
suffered. Jesus proclaimed the Word of God, ate with the outcasts and fed the hungry. Jesus Christ loved all people.
Because of this, he died and was resurrected for all humankind. Today, we do not have Jesus, in the flesh, walking
and leading us on earth but we have him present through the Holy Spirit empowering us. The Holy Spirit is how God
reaches and guides us today. This is how we are Jesus’ story continued today.

The Bible is the holy word of God written by man. | believe God speaks to us today through scripture. The scripture
teaches Christian life, morals, and history. To interpret and understand the scripture one must read it in context while
relying on the Holy Spirit to truly hear the words of God.istsll believe that we are called to mirror Jesus” life by loving
God and our neighbors. We should do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). A Christian life
is having faith and faith is trusting God. Additionally, we are justified by faith alone but are called and empowered
to be true and faithful by our actions. We are the hands and feet of God in this world. At our best, we are the heart
also. We should be actively working to create God’s kingdom on earth a reality. This is done by welcoming the
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stranger, fighting for justice, and loving both friends and enemies. | believe this is best done in a community, as the
body of Christ—the church. The church is the creation of the resurrected Christ.

John Anderson - Biography
John was born in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, but the Anderson family soon moved to greener pastures on the north side of
the state line. It was there that John was raised in Springfield Missouri, the same place he claims to have “basically
attended medical school” while sitting around the dinner table with two parents who are both doctors.

For most of his young life John tried to do everything his older brother would do, until one day when John’s brother,
Joe, suggested John try something new, something John might even be better at. And so it was that John agreed to
enroll in his first religious studies course during his Freshman year of college. Joe was right. John was better at
following his own path, a path that was illuminated by his pastors and professors which wound right to Princeton
Theological Seminary. It was there that John spotted the tall blonde girl who always wore stripes. A few movies with
musical scores by John Williams, and the relationship got off on the right foot. She graduated from Seminary a year
before John did, but the two were reunited in Colorado when John accepted a call to serve Milliken Presbyterian
Church. Soon after they were married. Since then a six pound and four-ounce human made things even better. That
little human has grown to over twenty pounds and sprouted seven teeth. Together John and his new family love going
camping, playing board games, and dancing in the kitchen.

John Anderson - Statement of Faith
God cannot and will not be contained by a single page, yet my faith affirms that our Lord begins and ends with Love.

The history of our Lord’s patience and covenant is long and complicated. God’s election of the descendants of
Abraham, the sacrificial gift of his Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and the advocate we have in the Holy Spirit can be
written about at length using dense theological concepts. | would rather explain my faith in a conversation with a dear
friend or a moment shared with a stranger. Faith is a lived experience. If we sit down to talk, you will find that | am
a PCUSA Presbyterian through and through, but I believe mission and witness are best done with our hands and feet
showing love in action.

Jesus Christ is the ultimate example and model we strive to imitate. He showed us a different path through life which
reveals God’s truth. We read about it in scripture, we discover it in the exploration and examination of his word when
it is preached, and we live it in community and fellowship with others. First and foremost, that way is love for the
One who created us in the divine image, and a love for others which reflects the divine glory. A sign of our right
relationship with God is the manifestation of God’s love among us, as we love not only our neighbors but also our
enemies.

In our baptism, we participate with Jesus in putting to death our old selves so that we too may be raised to new life.
Through his death and resurrection, this was done for us even though we were utterly unworthy. God’s mercy and
grace have made us all brothers and sisters bound by our new inheritance. Together, as one body bonded by the love
of Christ, we are fed, united, and commissioned to serve when we partake of the sacrament of communion. The
outward signs of the Bread and Cup are parcels by which grace and mercy are imbued.

The free gifts of grace, mercy, and love have been extended by God to ALL people. We are called to be participants
in making this good news known to the world. Because we are all sinners, we rejoice that no one is too far gone or
ever unloved. All are welcomed by the everlasting arms of our savior, and therefore they have a place in the church
as a member of the priesthood of all believers. Everyone has something to learn and teach when together in
community.

The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.
Moderator Chris Miller offered the closing prayer.

Meeting ended at 5:30 p.m.



