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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
193rd STATED MEETING 

 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 

The 193rd Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Jennifer Dawson.  
Jennifer welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri, The 
Reverend Jack Cormack.  John spoke about the ministry and mission of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church Springfield.   
Jack then offered prayer for the morning portion of the meeting. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

The Reverend Daniel Davis, pastor of First Presbyterian, Iola, Kansas and Elder Gayla Banz of First Presbyterian, 
Iola, Kansas served as pages and tellers. The Reverend Jared Witt, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, 
Kansas served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCRUGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
  

COMMUNITY 
 

CHURCH 
 

TEACHING ELDER or 
CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Crews, Joe Absent Absent 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present Gautney, Dean 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Absent Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Present Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present Banwart, Connie 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Present Pirkle, Dennis 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Davis, Daniel Present Banz, Gayla 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Present Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Oerter, John Present Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Spieth, Toni 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian  Vacant Vacant Daleske, Reina 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present Cole, Charlotte 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present Absent 
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Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Absent 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant  Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Excused Fast, Allison 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Present Braswell, Cheryl 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Cook, Peter 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Mayo, Cheryl 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused Whitaker, Britt 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Lofton, Ferba 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Cormack, Scarlet 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Groote, Marvin Present Lyons, Michael 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA ------------------------------ ---------- ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Present Kammerer, Rosemary 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Jones, Louise Present Moore, Jana 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Hill, Dale Present Christie, Ellen 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Dahlgren, Robert Present Pace, Bo 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Present Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Knott, Phil 
------------------------- Honorably Retired  Hollingsworth, Kent Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Stover, Timothy Present -------------------------- 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Dawson, Jennifer Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Miller, Chris Present 
General Council moderator Flikkema, Eltjen Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present 
Committee on Ministry Zanders, Janice Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Committee on Representation  Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Hartley, Lou Ellen Present 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 

VISITORS 
Bay, John Barton, Pat Behan, Jim Christie Judy 
Dahlgren, Celeste Galbraiht, Janie Jones, Don Kaston, Gary 
Kent, Diane Kick, Beth Knott, Mary McGill, Karlene 
Oster, Cindy Piston, Bill Pogue, Dick Shurtz, Jaye 
Shurtz, Jaye Stanley, Debbie Wilson, B. Wyrick, Tom 
Zanders, Eugene    
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VOLUNTEERS 
Burton, Sheila Cormack, Scarlet Downing, Jim Garton, Barbara 
Hackett, Nancy Ice, Regina Lofton, Ferba Meester, Diane 
Meester, Norm Miller, Cathy Miller, Sammy Morrisey, Mary 
Morrisey, Mitch Palmerton, Jolynne Reynolds, Lisa Reynolds, Mattie 
Riggs, DeAnn Riggs, Ronnie Scott, Sam Scott, Shannon 
Scott, Sharon Scott, Sonja Shockley, Coleen Wilson, Susan 
Zweerink, Jan Zweerink, Randy   

 
 
 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the November 3, 2018 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved.        
  Motion seconded and approved 
 
 
 

2.  That the docket be approved, Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
193rd Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Hillcrest Presbyterian Church  
Springfield, Missouri 

March 2, 2019 
 

9:00 a.m. Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
9:30 a.m. Call to Order – The Reverend Jennifer Dawson, Moderator of Presbytery  

 Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – The Reverend Jack Cormack  
 Ministry and Mission of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church  
 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to Presbytery  
 Announcements – Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolution Committee  

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk – Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
 Approval of the minutes of November 3, 2018 and Called Meeting of January 13, 2019  
 Communications – Seating of Corresponding Members  
 Adoption of the Consent Agenda B 
 Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Janice Zanders  
   

10:00 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion and Installation of   
    Pastoral Presbyter.     The Reverend Bob Dahlgren preaching  

11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Community Foundation of the Ozarks work and grants  
12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH  

   

1:00 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks and Hymn Sing  
1:05 p.m. Report of the Pastoral Presbyter – Elder Malinda Spencer C 
1:15 p.m. Vote on Constitutional Amendments from GA 223  
1:45 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd D 
1:50 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
1:55 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Elder Lorraine Whittington E 
2:00 p.m. Report of Mission and Nurture Committee - Co-Moderators Bill Agnew / Lou Ellen Hartley F 
2:05 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Janice Zanders G 
2:20 p.m. Report of General Council – Elder Eltjen Flikkema H 
2:30 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community - Adjournment  
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 3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 James Gale, member of Heartland Presbytery   
 Jon White, member of Indian Nations Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
4.  That the Consent Agenda be approved.  Seconded and approved. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
From the COM Report – Packet 1, G 
 
*1.  That the interim contract between the Reverend John Oerter and First Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri, be 
 extended from January 1, 2019 through March 30, 2019, with the same terms of call. 
 
*2. That the supply contract between the Reverend Bill Havens and First Presbyterian, Aurora, Missouri be 
 extended through April 2019 with the following terms: 

  $260 per week 
  Vouchered mileage at IRS rate, not to exceed $225 a month 
  $100 honorarium for Maundy Thursday 
  One-week paid vacation at the end of April 

 
*3.  That the supply contract between the Reverend Marvin Groote and Southminster Presbyterian, Springfield, 
 Missouri be approved for January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019 with the following terms of call: 
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
*4.  That the supply contract between the Reverend Jack Cormack and Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church, 
 Springfield, Missouri be approved beginning December 1, 2019 with the following terms of call: 
 

  Salary   $600/month 
  2 weeks of study leave    
  4 weeks of vacation 
 
5. That the Necrology Report for 2018 be read during worship.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE FOR INFORMATION: 
  
1. The Clerk is required to report those ministers serving within our bounds at the end of each year.  
 
MINISTERS SERVING IN JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERYAS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Becker, John   Willard, Missouri, Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian 
Cooke, Diane   Mountain View, Missouri First / Willow Springs, Missouri Presbyterian 
Cormack, Jack   Springfield, Missouri, Hillcrest Presbyterian and Gibson Chapel Presbyterian 
Dawson, Jennifer  Parsons, Kansas, First Presbyterian 
Dahlgren, Robert  West Plains, Missouri, First Presbyterian  
Esselman, Greg   Carthage, Missouri First Presbyterian 
Ferree, Greg   Nevada, Missouri First Presbyterian 
Hartley, Lou Ellen  Rolla, Missouri First Presbyterian 

Housing 12,00.00 
Continuing Education 1,500.00 
Mileage ( IRS rate )  7,200.00 
2 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  
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Iannucilli, Christine  Golden City, Missouri First Presbyterian / Lockwood, Missouri First Presbyterian 
Mercer-Kidd, Julie  Mt. Vernon, Missouri, First Presbyterian 
Miller, Christopher  Springfield, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
Noonoo, K. O.   Pittsburg, Kansas, Pittsburg Presbyterian  
Oerter, John   Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian  
Roberts, Matthew  Ozark, Missouri, Ozark Presbyterian 
Schwandt, Becky  Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian 
Scruggs, Melana  Crane, Missouri, Crane Presbyterian / John Calvin Presbytery 
Shurtz, Charley   Springfield, Missouri, Southminster Presbyterian 
Winzenried, Dennis  Forsyth, Missouri, Community Presbyterian 
Witt, Jared   Fort Scott, Kansas, First Presbyterian 
Wobbema, Dr. Peggy  Shell Knob, Missouri Trinity Presbyterian 
 
COMMISSIONED RULING ELDERS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Cuthbertson, Bob  Mulberry United Presbyterian 
Jones, Louise   Woodland Heights Presbyterian 
Oster, Timothy   Joplin, Missouri, Bethany Presbyterian 
Winzenried, Phyllis  Hollister Presbyterian 
 
MINISTERS OF ANOTHER DENOMINATION SERVING AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Bartels, Robert   Greenfield Ebenezer Presbyterian / Assemblies of God 
Demas, Mark   Erie, Kansas, Federated Presbyterian / United Methodist 
Essary, Jennifer   Ash Grove, Missouri, United Methodist-Presbyterian / United Methodist  
Gantt, Larry   Baxter Springs First Presbyterian / United Methodist 
Johnson, John   Aurora, Missouri, First Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ 
Pulleyking, Micki  Westminster Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ         
Traw, Steve   Carlyle Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ  
     
MINISTERS – MEMBERS AT LARGE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Cunningham, Kimberly  Member at Large 
Endicott, Karla   Member at Large  
Foos, Laurie   Member at Large 
Kim, Abraham Tae Jong Member at Large  
Spencer, Charles     Member at Large 
Womack, Deanna  Member at Large  
 
MINISTERS HONORABLY RETIRED AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 
Allerheiligen, Ron  Honorably Retired 
Brueck, Robert   Honorably Retired 
Cavicchia, Thomas H.  Honorably Retired 
Danford, David   Honorably Retired 
Docherty, Robert  Honorably Retired 
Field, Bob   Honorably Retired 
Gray, Paul   Honorably Retired 
Groote, Marvin   Honorably Retired 
Havens, Bill   Honorably Retired 
Hill, Gilbert   Honorably Retired 
Hollingsworth, Kent  Honorably Retired 
Huffstetler, Jane  Honorably Retired 
Luce, William   Honorably Retired 
MacArthur, Steve  Honorably Retired 
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Nipper, John   Honorably Retired 
Porter, Wayne   Honorably Retired 
Rosenbaum, Susan  Honorably Retired 
Simpson, Bob   Honorably Retired 
Skillings, John   Honorably Retired 
Smith, Syd   Honorably Retired 
Stover, Timothy  Honorably Retired 
Stratman, Gary   Honorably Retired 
Tranbarger, John  Honorably Retired 
Walker, Carol   Honorably Retired 
Watson, Brock   Honorably Retired 
Williams, Richard  Honorably Retired 
Young, Karl   Honorably Retired 
 
2.  John Calvin Presbytery has parity at meetings.  There are no more than 50 active ministers in the 
 presbytery.  There are 46 churches, three of which can bring two commissioners, making a possible total of 
 49 ruling elder commissioners.  There are also three ruling elder commissioners currently serving  churches. 
 
The Stated Clerk expressed gratitude to all who completed the General Assembly Statistical Report on time. 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY First Part                ELDER JANICE ZANDERS 
Janice moved that Tim Oster be examined for service as Commissioned Ruling Elder at Bethany Presbyterian Church,   
Joplin, Missouri, for a three-year term, with the terms of call appearing below and if approved, he be commissioned 
during morning worship. 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Janice asked the first question.  After Tim answered.  The floor was opened for questions.  The motion to arrest  
the examination was made.  Seconded and approved.  Tim, along with his wife, Cindy, were escorted from the  
room, where questions and discussion ensued.  The motion was made, seconded and approved to sustain the  
examination and approve Tim’s call as Commissioned Ruling Elder of Bethany Presbyterian Church, Joplin,  
Missouri.   
 

Moderator, Jennifer Dawson then called for the vote to approve the terms of call for Tim Oster at Bethany 
Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri and to allow Tim’s commissioning to be held during the worship time  
today. Seconded and approved.  Tim returned to the room to welcoming applause.  Jennifer Dawson prayed forTim  
and the congregation of Bethany Presbyterian Church. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

A Brief Biography  
Timothy (Tim) N. Oster 

 

I was born in Neosho, MO on Aug 14, 1957 and I was raised in a loving family, along with two sisters, and two 
brothers. My family and I moved to Joplin, MO during the summer of 1965, and I began attending Joplin public 

Salary 14,400.00 
Continuing Education 1,500.00 
Auto Reimbursement at IRS rate 400.00 
Total Cost to the Church 16,300.00 
2 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  
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schools, graduating from high school in 1975. When I was in 7th or 8th grade my family and I began to attend Bethany 
Presbyterian Church and I became active in the Youth Group at the church. In March of 1970 I became a member of 
Bethany Presbyterian Church, and professed my faith in Jesus Christ as my Lord, and my Savior. It was at Bethany 
that I met a very talented girl. After dating during high school and college we were engaged for about 2 years, and 
then married on June 24, 1978. God has blessed us richly in our marriage, and we are now headed toward our 41st 
anniversary. We have also been greatly blessed with two wonderful daughters, who have married two wonderful 
sons-in-law. In addition, we have also been blessed with three lovable grandchildren who fill my heart with delight 
every time that I see them. God’s blessings have filled my cup to overflowing time and time again. 
 

I attended college at MSSU in Joplin, MO, graduating in 1979 with a BS, majoring in Biology. Upon graduation, I 
began working at a local company who manufactured special purpose batteries. After the birth of our two daughters, 
I decided to change careers and enter the field of sales. As a salesman of different products, I experienced periods of 
fluctuating income. This led me to decide that I needed another career change and I went into the field of trucking, 
working first in marketing, and then later in operations as a dispatcher, and driver manager at a medium sized trucking 
company. 
 

The trucking industry paid our bills pretty well, but it left me dissatisfied on a personal level. In 2009, as the economy 
staggered, I was laid off from my trucking job and had to search for a different career. I feel that I was lead by the 
Holy Spirit to consider the field of education as a vocation. I wanted to make a difference, and I believed (and I still 
do) that caring teachers make huge differences in the lives of their students. I began teaching in the fall of 2010 and 
continue to work full time as a high school science (Chemistry) teacher. 
 

Through all of these years I have been active at Bethany, serving as an elder (ordained in Jan 1984) and as clerk of 
session, as well as singing in the Choir. About seven or eight years ago I began filling in for our pastor, Rodney 
Peters, preaching when he was away for his vacation leave. In 2015 Rodney informed our session that planned to 
retire in August. The session asked me in August of 2015 if I would consider taking over the responsibilities of 
preaching and leading our worship services. After a great deal of prayer, I felt that this request was a part of God’s 
plan for me. I informed the session that I would accept those responsibilities, and I began preaching at Bethany in 
October of 2015. In January 2016 I began taking the series of courses required by the PCUSA for ordination as a 
CRE, and I completed those courses at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary in December 2018.   
    
My perspective has changed about many things of this world, but I will always believe that all good gifts come from 
God, and I am still forever thankful above all things earthly, for God’s gift of salvation because of what Jesus did for 
this world on the cross at Calvary. 
 

A Brief Statement of Faith 
For Timothy (Tim) N Oster 

I believe in one God who is all-powerful, almighty, and the omnipotent Creator of this world, the entire universe, and 
all things seen and unseen. I believe that it is God’s power that sustains and redeems us from our sin.   
 

I believe in Jesus of Nazareth, who was born fully human and fully divine. Jesus was and is now the only Son of God. 
I believe that Jesus came into this world, and lived among us in order to fulfill God’s perfect plan. I believe that Jesus 
taught, healed, and performed many miracles to demonstrate God’s everlasting love. I believe that Jesus followed 
God’s perfect plan, that He died on the cross, shedding His blood for the sins of the world, and on the third day Jesus 
rose from the dead and that He ascended into heaven where He is now seated at the right hand of God Almighty, and 
that He will return to judge the quick and the dead. I believe that Jesus chose to follow God’s plan for His life, that 
He chose to suffer on the cross and to take on the sins of the world, and that it is through His sacrifice that all who 
choose to believe in Him as Lord and Savior are allowed to enter heaven for all eternity. I believe that His death and 
resurrection are undisputable evidence of God’s unlimited, unfailing and everlasting grace and love. I believe that 
Jesus is the foundation and the cornerstone of the Christian faith and that He died for all who believe in Him as their 
personal Lord and Savior.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, who exists as one with God, and with Jesus Christ, and is sent from God to protect, to 
inspire, to strengthen, to teach, to sanctify, and to intercede for all believers in Christ Jesus until the day Jesus returns 
to this earth.  
 

I believe that the Church is the earthly body of Jesus Christ, and that all Christians are called to action to demonstrate 
God’s love by working to correct social injustices, (i.e. to feed the poor, shelter the homeless, and protect the weak), 
by sharing the good news of salvation that is available to all who choose to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord, and by 
showing God’s gracious love to each other and to all humans.  
 

I know that as a believer in Jesus Christ, I am called to follow His teachings as they are set forth in the Holy Bible, 
(which is God’s holy Word), to love God with all my heart, soul, and strength, and to love all people with the selfless, 
enduring, long-suffering (agape) love that Jesus modeled in His earthly life. I know that I am a wretched sinner, and 
I believe that I am saved only because of the unending and amazing grace and mercy of God Almighty. 
 
SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Reverend Jack Cormack and Elder Scarlet Cormack shared in the liturgy of the worship service.  The  
commissioning of Elder Tim Oster was held with the Reverend Jennifer Dawson leading.  The Reverend Bob   
Dahlgren, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of West Plains, Missouri provided the sermon “Something Good”  
based on Galatians 5:1, 13-25 and John 13:34-35.  Mark 12:28-34.  The Reverend Jennifer Dawson led the  
installation of Elder Malinda Spencer as Pastoral Presbyter of John Calvin Presbytery.  The 2018 Necrology Report  
was read by Moderator Jennifer Dawson and prayer was offered.  The Reverend Bob Dahlgren presided at the Lord’s 
Table and Holy Communion was served by intinction.   The offering collected totaled $ 740.00, of which one half   
will go to the Creative Ministry Grant Fund of John Calvin Presbytery and one half to help fund a Triennium Event. 
  

NECROLOGY REPORT 
Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders who died in 2018 

 

RULING ELDERS 
Aurora, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Wilma Cravens 
Aurora, Missouri, First Presbyterian    James Shipman 
Carlyle, Kansas, Carlyle Presbyterian    Helen Sutton 
Carthage, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Dorothy Knell 
Crane, Missouri, Crane Presbyterian    Nelson Holt 
Crane, Missouri, Crane Presbyterian    Joe Cox 
Crocker, Missouri, Crocker Presbyterian    Martha Sullins 
Forsyth, Missouri, Community Presbyterian    Howard Gatham 
Forsyth, Missouri, Community Presbyterian    Robert DeBries 
Fort Scott, Kansas, First Presbyterian    Oka Clinesmith 
Fort Scott, Kansas, First Presbyterian    Glen Richard Cowen 
Fort Scott, Kansas, First Presbyterian     Harriet Reeves 
Hollister, Missouri, Hollister Presbyterian     Ange Glenney 
Joplin, Missouri, Bethany Presbyterian    Gerald Hendren 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Marjorie “Jane” Phinney 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Janice Robertson 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Jerry Wells 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Dr. Ned Chase 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Shirley Lonchar 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Margaret Ellen Blanchard 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Sue Gardner 
Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Bill Knight 
Kimberling City, Missouri, St. Andrew Presbyterian  Mary Alvestad 
Mt. Vernon, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Ronald V. Morris 
Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian  Helen Lomas 



John Calvin Presbytery                                     One Hundred Ninety-Third Stated Meeting 
March 2, 2019                                                            Hillcrest Presbyterian Church 
                                                                           Springfield, Missouri 
  

9 
 

Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian  John Lomas 
Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian  George Knox  
Mtn. View, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Faye Eidson   
Nevada, Missouri, First Presbyterian      Jeanne Lee Friedli Achey 
Parsons, Kansas, First Presbyterian    Robert Brandenburg    
Rolla, Missouri, First Presbyterian    Gerre McKay 
Shell Knob, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian   Jean Buntin 
Shell Knob, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian   William Griffis 
Springfield, Missouri, Hillcrest Presbyterian   Gladys Zweerink 
Springfield, Missouri, Hillcrest Presbyterian   Wayne Zweerink 
Springfield, Missouri, Southminster Presbyterian  Gondy Shuler 
Springfield, Missouri, Southminster Presbyterian  Nancy Wageman 
Springfield, Missouri, Southminster Presbyterian  Jim Jester 
Springfield, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA  Carl M. Hunter 
Springfield, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA  Richard Lee Marsh 
Springfield, Missouri, Westminster Presbyterian    Janet Cavener 
Willow Springs, Missouri, Willow Springs Presbyterian   Mary C. (Pat) Holland 
 

TEACHING ELDERS 
The Reverend Rodney Peters 
The Reverend Sydney Smith 
 
EDUCATIONAL TIME 
The presbyters heard from Bridgett Dirks, a representative from Community Foundation of the Ozarks about the 
work done in many communities. 

 
 
 

The Reverend Jack Cormack offered the blessing for lunch. 
 
 
 

The afternoon session was called to order at 1:00 p.m. with prayer by the Reverend Jennifer Dawson. 
 
 
Scarlett Cormack, the registrar for the 2019 Triennium gave an update. 
 
Michael Lyons, elder at Southminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri asked to address those 
gathered.  Michael thanked the Presbytery and the Administrative Commission appointed to help 
Southminster.  He expressed how helpful the AC was in moving forward. 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                           REVEREND JARED WITT 
We give thanks to Hillcrest Presbyterian Church for the great hospitality that we have experienced today.   
We give thanks for the wonderful breakfast this morning.  I did not have to pour my own coffee.  The 
 conversation around my table was wonderful, in spite of the presence of Dennis Winzenried. 
We give thanks for the wonderful lunch that we just ate, even for our vegetarian friends. 
We give thanks that you all planned our presbytery meeting just before the big snow storm and we are not at 
 all bitter that we have to go home and wake up early in the morning to make a decision that will 
 make somebody mad. 
We give thanks for Jack’s hospitality for letting us know that the bread we had for Communion was gluten 
 free and I give thanks for cutting it in an oblong shape, unlike my Worship committee who always 
 cuts it in tiny half inch centimeters so that you have to go two knuckles deep. 
Finally, we give thanks for your stain-glass Jesus, who is brown and not a standard white guy.  Amen. 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the Resolution of Thanks ********** 
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PASTORAL PRESBYTER                   ELDER MALINDA SPENCER 
I have visited several John Calvin Presbytery churches and appreciate the warm welcome I have received. I look 
forward to knowing the churches and individuals of our presbytery. I am grateful to serve with you. 
 

This is my first report for a packet. I’m going to write about something I think is very important to the health of the 
church. This is important for every church, no matter what size or setting. I hope you find this useful, and if you 
would like conversation about it, I look forward to visiting with you.  
 

Adult education is the bedrock of a church’s Christian education ministry. From this, all other educational 
ministries are equipped. I might say all ministries are equipped! 
 

Adult education does not require a pastor, although if you have a pastor, it’s important that the pastor is engaged in 
Christian education.  
 

Adult education groups provide bonus benefits: fellowship, pastoral care, prayer, an entry point for outsiders.  
 

No matter what size you are, start a new class. New classes reach different people.  
 

Consider a new format—print, video, style.  Topical, book of the Bible.  Studying the Confessions is quite 
productive.  
Consider a new time of day, a new day of the week. Consider a group that meets by videoconference at lunchtime 
or in the evening. No one would have to drive. Taking the study outside the church walls to a coffee shop can be 
effective. Some churches have pub theology groups.  
 

Target a demographic:  for example, parents of young children or teens, grief support, young adults (by the way, 
people who are 30 aren’t really young adults).  Look for needs in your area and start a group to meet those needs.  
 

Seasonal: Lent is coming!  Summer can also be a good opportunity.  
 

Intergenerational offers many models.  
 

Find new leaders and support them as they learn to lead a group. PCUSA curriculum can be facilitated by a lay 
person. Pcusastore.com is a good place to look. I’m partial to denominational curriculum because it is based on 
Reformed theology. Many publishers are not compatible with our theology.  
 

These are ideas that might bring a fresh breeze to your congregation. They can have lasting impact. I hope to learn 
about your hopes and dreams in the months to come. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 
 
 

VOTE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS FROM GENERAL ASSEMBLY 223rd 

18-A G-2.0401 Election of Ruling Elders and Deacons YES  42 NO  1  
18-B Renunciation of Jurisdiction    
18-B.1 On Amending G-2.0509 YES  35 NO  8  
18-B.2 On Amending D-10.0401d YES  34 NO  9  
18-C Officers – On Amending G-3.0104 YES    2 NO 41  
18-D Membership of Presbytery – On Amending G-3.0306 YES  41  ABSTAIN  2 
18-E Pastor, Counselor, and Advisor – On Amending G-3.0307 YES  41 NO   1 ABSTAIN  1 
18-F Welcoming to the Table – On Amending W-4.0202 YES  41 NO   1 ABSTAIN  1 
18-G Disciplinary Offense – On Amending D-2.0203b YES  32 NO 10 ABSTAIN  1 
18.H Time Limit    
18-H.1 On Amending D-10.0401b YES  38 NO   2 ABSTAIN  3 
18-H.2. On Amending D-10.0401c (1) YES  37 NO   2 ABSTAIN  4 
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ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT              REVEREND JULIE MERCER-KIDD 
Moderator Julie Mercer-Kidd moved the following: 
 

 That the 2018 year-end financial reports be filed for review.  Seconded. Motion approved. 
 

 That the financial reports, Per Capita Apportionment and Shared Mission as of January 2019 be filed for 
 review.  Seconded and approved. 
  

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                   ELDER JIM HOLT 
Jim reported on the financial standing of the presbytery.  He then presented a Small Church Resource Grant to 

Westminster Presbyterian Church for a new church sign. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 

THE REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN      ELDER LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Presbyterian Women ********** 
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REPORT OF THE MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE    
              REVEREND LOU ELLEN HARTLEY and CRE BILL AGNEW 
The committee moved that an additional $5,000.00 be added to the budget for Triennium to cover the cost of 
transportation, 1/3 cost of participants’ registration, and registration for adult chaperones.  Motion approved. 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
 

1.  October 12, 2019 Equipping the Saints to be held at Trinity PC in Springfield. 
      Keynote speaker will be Dr. Rodger Nishioka addressing the aging church and outreach to younger
 generations.   
 

      Tentative list of workshops includes elder training, stewardship, Christian education, seasonal resources, 
 church revitalization resources 
 

2.   Triennium update -  
           Registration deadline 
           Budget concerns 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                ELDER JANICE ZANDERS 
Janice moved that the Reverend Jon White be examined for membership in John Calvin Presbytery as an honorably 
retired member.   Jon was invited come forward.  Janice asked Jon the first question and after he answered the floor 
was opened to questions.  The motion was made to arrest the examination.  Seconded.  Motion approved.  Jon 
was escorted from the room and questions and discussion continued.  The motion to sustain the examination and 
receive Jon as an honorably retired member of presbytery, was made, seconded and approved.   Jon returned 
to the room with welcoming applause.  The Reverend Chris Miller prayed for Jon and his continued faith journey.  
 

SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTS 
 

SO, WHO IS JON WHITE? 
Comment ca va, Sha?!  That’s Cajun for, “How ya’ll are, Darlin?!”  My parents were not of French descent so strictly 
speaking I’m not a “pure bleed” Cajun but I was born and grew up in Sout’ Loosiana and the Cajun beliefs about life,  
“le joie de vivre” (The joy of life or life is joyous) and “laissez le bon temps rouler”  (Let the good times roll !)  
permeate my bones as deep as some of the gumbo, crawfish etouffee, jambalaya, and chicken sauce piquante on 
which I was raised.  (Yes, I can cook all of those dishes.)  The result is that I’m a person who believes, like “pure 
bleed” Cajuns, that GOD is a good GOD, that GOD wants us to live a happy or joyous life, and that there’s no time 
like the present to do that, to let the good times roll or begin with him.  Physically I’m a 75 year old 5' 6", 175 pound, 
built for power not speed, married, white male.  I wed the love of my life, Toni, a registered nurse, on May 1, 1992 
and we're still on our honeymoon.   
 

My parents rarely went to church so I would have grown up unchurched in South Louisiana except for some 
evangelistic Presbyterians.  (That phrase may be an oxymoron now.)  Maybe, only maybe, I went to some small 
Presbyterian church  (They truly are “sanctuaries” for kids trying to survive in dysfunctional families.) a total of 30 
times from the time I was born until I left home at twenty.  That’s not much but Grace goes a long way and at age 
thirty when I was thoroughly lost and confused about life I turned to the Presbyterians for answers. Their theology 
had gone over my head as a youngster but I knew they had cared about me and my brothers and sisters.  (Should all 
evangelism begin with unearned love?)  A few years later I had a conversion experience.    
 

I love our denomination and especially the small membership churches in it because they were the agents of my 
redemption.  They taught me it was OK to use one’s mind about GOD and things like, “GOD can use an ignorant 
person but he can’t use him much.”  and the fact that every man needs to repent.  (If you don’t believe that, ask his 
wife!)   
 

And If you haven’t figured it out by now, humor is important to us Cajuns.  It shows up in my conversations, in things 
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I write, and in my sermons.  So, because of my belief in a good GOD and because I’m a Cajun, I tell people all the 
time that if they’re Christians they ought to be smiling, and if they can’t smile not to tell anyone they’re a Christian 
because it’ll give the rest of us a bad name!   
 

For labeling purposes, I confess to being an evangelist.  Why?  Because I find that many people in and out of The 
Church are uneasy about their religion and their faith.  That begs the question, “Why are they uneasy?”  Because they 
have never examined what was handed to them by their parents and because their belief is built on the sand of feelings 
or emotions and not the concrete foundation of logic and facts.  If I asked you to fill up just one page about why you 
believe Jesus of Nazareth is your Lord and Savior....could you fill up the page?  Being able to articulate one’s faith is 
one part of our spiritual development.  Helping people do that is the task of an evangelist and what I love to do 
because Presbyterians did it for me. 
 

A   STATEMENT   OF   FAITH 
by  Jon L. White 

I am a trinitarian which means for me that I experience our one GOD as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  I also believe 
GOD is immanent and eminent.  Awed by creation, I know GOD is omnipotent but I understand that GOD limits 
GOD’S power to give me freedom.  Despite the abuse of my freedom to choose evil over good, GOD does not 
abandon me.  Early in time, GOD made clothes for Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21).  This teaches me that GOD has 
always loved us humans....even when I sin!  And in gracious judgment GOD confronts me with my waywardness, 
corrects me, and instructs me so that I turn once more to my source of life.  My conclusion is that I am always being 
reformed according to the will of GOD and that I am GOD’S beloved child. 
 

Jesus of Nazareth, a human who was and is God, is GOD’S venture in identity towards humans.  The whole of Jesus’ 
life is demonstrative of GOD’S need and will for us.  Christ Jesus’ two great commandments....Love GOD with all 
one’s heart, mind, soul, and strength....and....Love your neighbor as yourself....tells us not only the purpose of life, 
which is to love, but also tells us where the meaning of life is found....in our relationships!  In addition, these two 
commandments also tell us what it means to be human as GOD intends.  Ignore or exclude any aspect of those two 
commandments and our relationships fail....we lose our purpose, we lose sight of the meaning of life....and our true 
identity.  And Jesus’ final imperative to his followers....Go ye therefore and make disciples....tells us the purpose of 
his Church.  That means Christianity is not for sissies.  Jesus wasn’t kidding when he said that following him meant 
self denial and cross bearing.  Finally, on a cross, an innocent life was poured out for our rehabilitation.  It is, for me, 
the most mysterious yet ultimate act of reconciliation, and it prevents me from being only a Sunday bench warmer. 
 

Led by the Holy Spirit, the Church serves as a sanctuary for those seeking salvation.   Our spiritual pain and unbelief 
is exorcized, we become converted and convicted followers of Christ Jesus who join the Body and in 
gratitude....worship GOD and become disciple makers.  Having been served the Word, we are set on fire for GOD 
and the world and begin to live a new life powered by Jesus’ empty tomb.  Life is no longer three score and ten but 
open ended and with GOD.  Risks can be taken for the Gospel because what will it matter in a million years!?  With 
that knowledge and attitude I become a joyful advocate and serve GOD by proclaiming the Gospel.   
 

In summary, I have no purpose, meaning, usefulness, or personal fulfillment except through my GOD. 
 
 

Janice moved that Presbytery hear a report from the Administrative Commission working with First Presbyterian 
Church  Girard, Kansas.  Toni Spieth reported on the AC work. 
 

Moderator Janice Zanders moved that the Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church of Girard, 
Kansas be given the authority to take the following actions that would lead to Presbytery dissolving First Presbyterian 
Church, Girard, Kansas at the May 23, 2019 stated meeting.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 

a.  Retain all church records, including but not limited to: membership rolls, minutes of Session and all 
boards and committees, financial records, membership directories, newsletters, and materials 
distributed for congregational information. 

b.  Authority to call a congregational meeting and to obtain current and accurate membership lists from the 
church for this purpose 

c.  Authority to engage appropriate legal counsel. 
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d.  Prepare for the act of dissolution by the presbytery. 
 i. Provide for worship and for the continuing pastoral care of all members of the congregation, in the manner 

of Christ. 
 ii. Receive and act on request from members to be transferred to another congregation of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) or deleted from the rolls. 
 iii. Determine and negotiate appropriate distribution of all property and assets of the congregation, with any 

final resolution to be recommended to the Presbytery Council for approval. 
Another report from the AC will be heard at the May meeting of presbytery.  Jennifer offered prayer for the 
Administrative Commission and the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Girard, Kansas as the work 
goes forward. 
 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Approved the MIF for Woodland Heights Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 
2. Dismissed the Administrative Commission for Southminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 
3. Gave permission for First Presbyterian Aurora, Missouri to elect an elder to a third consecutive term. 
4. Commissioned Ruling Elder Pastoral Presbyter Malinda Spencer to officiate at the Table and to moderate 

session and congregational meetings for 2019. 
5. Had an exit interview with John Johnson and First Presbyterian, Aurora, Missouri 
6. Dismissed the Administrative Commission to install Bob Dahlgren at First Presbyterian, West Plains, 

Missouri 
7. Gave permission for Mulberry to elect two elders to a third consecutive term. 
8. Gave permission for the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum to labor outside the bounds in Heartland Presbytery to 

officiate at a wedding at Southminster in Kansas City on April 7, 2019. 
9. Gave permission for Elder Dennis Pirkle to officiate at the Table at First Presbyterian, Webb City, Missouri 

on Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019. 
10. Gave permission of the Reverend K. O. Noonoo to officiate at communion for Presbyterian Women’s Spring 

Gathering on April 13, 2019 at Pittsburg. 
11. Approved the MIF for Trinity Presbyterian PC(USA), Springfield, Missouri for the position of Program 

Director for Children and Youth. 
12. Approved the MIF for First Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri 
13. Concurred with the placement of the Reverend Joe Crews by the United Methodist Superintendent for service 

at Ash Grove United Methodist / Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION TO INSTALL 
 

The Reverend Robert Dahlgren 
 

The meeting of Administrative Commission was called to order and Malinda Spencer opened with prayer at 4:45pm 
at First Presbyterian Church, West Plains, Missouri.  The motion was made, seconded and approved that the 
Administrative Commission to install the Reverend Robert Dahlgren will be dismissed with thanks upon the 
benediction of today’s service. 
 

Members of the Commission in attendance: 
 

The Reverend Jennifer Dawson, Presbytery Moderator, and pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Parsons, Kansas, 
opened the worship service, asked the constitutional questions to the pastor, offered the prayer of installation and 
declared the pastor installed. 
 

The Reverend Charles Spencer, Stated Supply for First Presbyterian Church, Webb City, Missouri gave the sermon. 
 

The Reverend Diane Cooke, Stated Supply for First Presbyterian Church, Mountain View, Missouri and Willow 
Springs Presbyterian Church, Willow Springs, Missouri gave the charge to the congregation. 
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Ruling Elder Jay Padgett, First Presbyterian Church, West Plains, Missouri asked the constitutional questions of the 
congregation. 
 

Ruling Elder Malinda Spencer, Pastoral Presbyter, gave the charge to the pastor. 
 

Other participants in the service: 
Elder Ruth Hones, First Presbyterian Church, West Plains, Missouri  
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter / Stated Clerk and pastor at Crane Presbyterian Church, 
Crane, Missouri 
 

The meeting of the commission was adjourned with the benediction by the Reverend Robert Dahlgren. 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                          ELDER ELTJEN FLIKKEMA 
 
Moderator of General Council, Elder Eltjen Flikkema asked Pastoral Presbyter, Malinda Spencer to leave the room 
for the following motions. 
 
Eltjen moved that the 2019 Budget and terms of call for the Pastoral Presbyter be amended to include a line item for 
$3,000 for each of the next three years for registration and travel for Presbyterian Leader Formation.  It was explained 
that the Presbyterian Leader Formation is the denomination’s training program for new presbyters.  The denomination 
pays for all the training and just asks presbyteries to pay for registration and travel.  GA has also given us a decreased 
registration fee because Malinda is part-time.  Motion was seconded and approved. 
 
Eltjen then moved that the 2019 budget and terms of call for the Pastoral Presbyter be amended to include $28,744.00 
for PPO family medical coverage through the Board of Pensions.  Seconded and approved. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Approved the docket for the March 2, 2019 Presbytery meeting 
2. Requested the Stated Clerk to draft a letter to the Board of Pensions to be signed by Council to state the 

injustice of the discrepancy in cost of medical coverage for a ruling elder serving in a pastoral role. 
3. Approved Malinda Spencer to have access to QuickBooks for information only. 
4. Approved the Small Church Grant to Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri for $2,000 

 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
 

 
 

The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.   
 
Prayer to close the day, was offered by the Reverend Jennifer Dawson at 2:15 p.m. 


