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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
192nd  STATED MEETING 

 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 
The 192nd Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Jennifer Dawson.  
Jennifer welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Nevada, Missouri, The Reverend 
John Oerter.  John spoke about the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church Joplin.   John then offered 
prayer for the morning portion of the meeting. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

Elder Gayla Banz of First Presbyterian, Iola, Kansas and Elder Diane Good of First Presbyterian, Chanute, Kansas 
served as pages and tellers. The Reverend Dennis Winzenried, Community, Forsyth, MO, served as the Resolution 
of Thanks Committee.   
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCRUGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
  

COMMUNITY 
 

CHURCH 
 

TEACHING ELDER or 
CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Essary, Jennifer Absent Absent 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Excused Stanley, Debbie 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Excused Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present Banwart, Connie 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Present Absent 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Absent 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Banz, Gayla 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Present Ayton, Grace 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Oerter, John Present Knutzen, Lisa 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Walters, Doris 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian  Vacant Vacant Daleske, Reina 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
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Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer-Kidd, Julie Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present Absent 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Absent 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant  Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Holder, Richard 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Present Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Cook, Peter 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Pinamonti, Gina 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused Kimball, Jonathan 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Hutchins, Dianne 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Scott, Ted 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA ------------------------------ ---------- ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Jones, Louise Present Absent 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Hill, Dale Absent Absent 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Miller, Carole 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Present Hones, Ruth 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Present Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Knott, Phil 
------------------------- Honorably Retired  Hollingsworth, Kent Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Porter, Wayne Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at Large Spencer, Charles Present -------------------------- 
 

 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Dawson, Jennifer Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Miller, Chris Present 
General Council moderator Flikkema, Eltjen Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Mercer-Kidd, Julie Excused 
Committee on Ministry Zanders, Janice Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Committee on Representation  Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 

VISITORS 
Agee, Laura-Fort Scott Bay, John Cherry, Clancey Dahlgren, Bob 
Dahlgren, Celeste Fairchilds, Darlene Good, Diane Jones, Bob 
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Kick, Beth Knott, Mary Landrith, Marsha Morriss, Kathy 
Morriss, Todd Pachl-Nipper, Leah Schultz, Ryan Smith, Ryan 
Spencer, Malinda Spieth, Grant Spieth, Toni  

 
VOLUNTEERS 

Bantick, Karen Elliott, Bill Johnston, Juanita Knutzen, Lisa 
Moorehouse, Ann R., Bill Spieth, Grant Spieth, Toni 
Travis, Eleanor Walters, Doris Whittington, Lorraine Yocum, Phyllis 

 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the August 6, 2018 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved.        
  Motion seconded and approved 
 

2.  That the docket be approved, with the addition of a Commissioners Resolution to be brought to the floor after 
 lunch. Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
192nd Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

First Presbyterian Church  
Joplin, Missouri 

November 3, 2018 
9:00 a.m. Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
9:30 a.m. Call to Order – The Reverend Jennifer Dawson, Moderator of Presbytery  

 Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – The Reverend John Oerter  
 Ministry and Mission of First Presbyterian  
 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
 Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolutions Committee      

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
 Approval of the minutes of August 6, 2018 Stated Meeting   
 Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
 Adoption of the Consent Agenda – None for this meeting   

9:50 a.m. Report from Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services  
10:00 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

     Ryan Smith preaching 
 

11:00 a.m. Educational Time – The Work of the PC(USA) with the United Nations  
12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH      

   

1:00 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks and Hymn Sing  
1:05 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd C 
1:15 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Moderator Lorraine Whittington D 
1:20 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Janice Zanders E 
1:50 p.m. Report of General Council – Elder Eltjen Flikkema F 
2:10 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
2:15 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community - Adjournment  

 
 3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 James Gale, member of Heartland Presbytery   
 Bob Dahlgren, member of Heartland Presbytery 
 Ryan Smith, PCUSA Representation to the United Nations 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
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4. With the recommendation of General Council that the dates and hosts for 2019 meetings of presbytery be    
approved.  No second needed as General Council is joining the recommendation.    Motion carries. 

Saturday, March 2 at Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
 Thursday, May 23 at Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri 
 Monday, August 5 at First Presbyterian Church, Chanute, Kansas 
 Saturday, November 2 at First Presbyterian Church, Rolla, Missouri 

 

PLEASE NOTE FOR INFORMATION: 
Each year the Stated Clerk is to report a list of those members who have served in the past on the Permanent  
Judicial Commission and when their term expired, in case they would be needed again.  That list is as follows: 

Class of 2013:              Reverend Greg Esselman 
                                       Tom Foval, First, Mt. View, Missouri 
   Class of 2015               Reverend Diane Cooke 

Class of 2017  Greg Carter, First, Joplin, Missouri  
   Randee Stemmons, First Mt. Vernon, Missouri  

 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
 
 

REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S HOMES AND SERVICES      PATTY KISSINGER 
An update of the Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services was given to those assembled by Patty Kissinger. 
 
 
SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Ryan Smith, PCUSA Representative to the United Nations provided the sermon “Who Is Our Neighbor?” based on  
Mark 12:28-34.  The Reverend John Oerter and the Reverend Jennifer Dawson presided at the Lord’s Table and Holy 
Communion was served by intinction.  The offering collected totaled $ 716.00, of which one half will go to the  
Creative Ministry Grant Fund of John Calvin Presbytery and one half to the Deacon’s Basket Ministry of First  
Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri. 
 
EDUCATIONAL TIME 
The presbyters heard from Ryan Smith, the PCUSA Representation to the United Nations. 
 
 
 

The Reverend John Oerter offered the blessing for lunch. 
 
 

The afternoon session was called to order at 1:00 p.m. with prayer by Ruling Elder, Peter Cook 
 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                    REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 
For the wonderful welcome by the staff and members of First Joplin….. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For the ministry and mission of Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services… O God, We Give Thanks! 
For time for worship to commune with God and one another….  O God, We Give Thanks! 
For the call to ask, Who Is Our Neighbor?... O God, We Give Thanks! 
In Psalms we hear, Sing a New Song Unto God.  For new hymns we sang…. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For our connection to the world through our office at the United Nations…. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For the faithful word of the women of the church, in this case United Methodist women, who did what many 
 thought was impossible, an office for religious diversity near the United Nations and the work of 
 Presbyterian Women …. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For wonderful nourishment and fellowship at lunch  …. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For the motion to look into the possibility of assisting immigrants coming to our presbytery ….  
 O God, We Give Thanks! 
For our staff, through the sharing of our gifts  …. O God, We Give Thanks! 



John Calvin Presbytery                                   One Hundred Ninety-Second Stated Meeting 
November 3, 2018                                                                  First Presbyterian Church 
                                                                                 Joplin, Missouri 
  

5 
 

For receiving Laura Agee as a candidate ready to receive a call  …. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For receiving Robert Dahlgren for membership, if the way be clear, as pastor of First Presbyterian West 
Plains   …. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For the call of Ruling Elder Malinda Spencer as our Pastoral Presbyter  …. O God, We Give Thanks! 
For the approval of the 2019 Budget that has it’s challenges, yet hope and faith in how we will provide 
 needed resources  …. O God, We Give Thanks! 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the Resolution of Thanks ********** 
 
 

The following Commissioners Resolution was presented for consideration. 
 Be it Resolved that John Calvin Presbytery look into the possibilities of sponsoring, a port of entry, 
 immigration family from Central or South American country. 
Becky Schwandt moved that the resolution be referred to General Council for further investigation.  
 Seconded. Motion was approved. 
 
 
Scarlett Cormack, being the registrar for the 2019 Trienium spoke of the process and scholarships available for  
youth.  Scarlett informed everyone that all registrations must be in to her by March 1. 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT              REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 
Acting AMC moderator, Dennis Winzenried moved the following: 
  That the financial reports, Per Capita and Shared Mission reports, as of September 30, be filed for review. 
 Motion was approved. 
 
That the budget for the year 2019 which includes a 3% increase in salary for the Governance Presbyter, the newly 
called Pastoral Presbyter and the Recording Clerk, and includes the required increase in Continuing Education 
funds for the co-presbyters of $1,500.00.   Governance Presbyter, Pastoral Presbyter and the Recording clerk were 
excused from the room.  Questions and discussion ensued.  Motion was approved. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. The financial reports, Per Capita, and Shared Mission reports, as of August 31, 2018 were filed for review. 
2. Planning performance reviews for the Governance Presbyter and Recording Clerk. 
3. Approved the following meeting dates for the committee:   

          January 24, 2019 
          April 4, 2019 
          June 27, 2019 
          September 26, 2019 

4. Recommended the proposed budget for 2019 to General Council, with the increase in salaries. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 

 
THE REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN      ELDER LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
Elder Whittington gave the following report to the presbyters. 
 

The PW Fall Gathering was held at Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church on Saturday, September 22, 2018, with 
32 present.  5 of those present were Pastors.  11 churches were represented.  It was a fun and informative day.  We 
began the day with breakfast, worship service and communion, conducted by Louise Jones, CRE.  We heard from 
our offering recipient, “Women’s Outreach”, and presented her with our $250 offering.   
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Linda Jackson filled in for Mary Lynne Grimes as “Mrs. Rogers” in a skit for Horizon Magazine.  We approved the 
minutes of the last Gathering, adopted a budget for 2019, and we reported on the PW Churchwide Gathering held 
August 1-5 in Louisville.  8 of JCP attended.  The Treasurer distributed the Mission Pledge and per capita giving 
forms to each church represented and mailed the remaining.  PW is now represented with a seat at the U.N. 
 

Our Spring Gathering 2019 will be held at Pittsburg Presbyterian Church on April 12, 2019, with our planning 
meeting to be there on February 21, 2019.  Our Fall Gathering 2019 will be held at First Presbyterian Church of Rolla 
on September 28, 2019, with our planning meeting to be there on July 18, 2019. 
 

Louise Jones, CRE, led us in grace and we dismissed for a delicious chicken enchilada/SW Salad with dessert.  Table 
discussions and door prizes kept the lunch hour lively, as well as the beautiful cupcake displays on each table.   
 

We gathered following lunch to sing “Rise and Shine” the theme song from the Churchwide Gathering that was 
written for us and belongs to PW.  Lovely song and I hope we keep it and use it. 
 

Dr. John Nipper and Rev. Jerome Bizimana, of Rwanda, joined us for lunch and Rev. Jerome spoke to us immediately 
following lunch.   The concept of what he is doing is beyond imagination.  He is attempting (and succeeding) in 
reuniting the tribes of Rwanda, after one of them attempted to annihilate the other in 1994.  He gathers the families 
of those who killed and those who were victims in the same room to talk peace and nurturing.  And the Light Group 
are accomplishing great things toward peace in Rwanda. 
 

Lorraine Whittington, JCP Commissioner to GA, reported on that week, as did Shannon Simmons, YAAD 
Representative to GA.  The Business and Worship of the PCUSA is conducted at the GA every other year, and is an 
awesome thing.  You hear marvelous and interesting presentations, and you participate in the most fantastic worship 
services.  And the same is true for the PW Churchwide Gathering each triennium.  The 2019 Gathering was held in 
Louisville at Galt House – 1600 women.  Both Gatherings held a March for Peace and Nurture and Mission.  PCUSA 
Stated Clerk, J. Herbert Nelson III, participated in both, and is now an honorary lifetime member of PW PCUSA. 
 

Rev. Mary Kay Glunt, Pastor of Stockton Presbyterian Church, is retiring and returning to her roots in Pittsburgh, 
PA, with her husband, Don, who retired from Gibson Chapel in Springfield.  She thanked PW for their support during 
her years in JCP.  We will miss Mary Kay. 
 

I have attended JCP meetings and General Council meetings during the interim, as well as my own church session 
meetings.  I have served as Stewardship Chair for my session this year, and that has been interesting.  Because we 
have an asset here in Joplin in the field of Stewardship, I have utilized that fact, and Rev. Charles Spencer has attended 
some of our Stewardship meetings.  He lives 7 blocks from 1st Pres. of Joplin.  We have appreciated his sharing his 
expertise.  
 

My term will expire in April at the Spring Gathering, and our new Moderator will be Joan Russell of Woodland 
Heights of Springfield.  That lovely lady will be an asset to this body. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Presbyterian Women ********** 
 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                ELDER JANICE ZANDERS 
Moderator Janice Zanders moved that the minimum for Continuing Education line pastor’s terms of call be 
increased to $1,500 for 2019.   Motion was approved.  
 
Diane Cooke, as moderator of Committee on Preparation of Ministry, (a sub-committee of Committee on Ministry) 
made the motion that Laura Agee be examined and received as a candidate ready to receive a call, transferring from 
San Diego Presbytery.  Laura was introduced to those assembled and shared her faith journey.  Diane then asked 
Laura the first question.  After Laura answered, the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was made to 
arrest the examination.  Motion was seconded and approved.  Laura was escorted from the room and discussion 
and questions ensued from the floor.  The motion was made to sustain the examination.  Seconded.  Motion was 
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approved.   Laura returned to the room accompanied by welcome applause.   The Reverend Diane Cooke prayed 
for Laura and her continued journey. 
 

Supplemental Documents 
 

Brief Bio – Laura Agee 
 

I was born in Terrell, Texas, the only child of Ken and Patsy Agee, in December of 1982. I was baptized at two weeks 
old at First Presbyterian Church of Terrell, Texas by Rev. Dr. Eleanor Cherryholmes. My family and I lived in Florida 
for 14 years before moving back to Texas. I graduated from the University of Colorado in 2005 with a degree in 
Sociology and Religious Studies. After college, I moved to southern California for an internship working with junior 
high students at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church of Newport Beach. After a two year internship, I began another 
ministry internship in San Diego at Solana Beach Presbyterian Church. I graduated from Fuller Theological Seminary 
in 2012 with a Master's of Divinity. I was certified ready for Ordination by the Presbytery of San Diego in 2015 while 
serving as the Director of Youth Ministries at Northminster Presbyterian Church. I spent six months living in rural 
Texas before moving to Fort Scott, Kansas to serve as the Director of Youth and Media at First Presbyterian Church. 
I'm also currently President of the Bourbon County Young Professionals League. I enjoy being a homeowner in Fort 
Scott, loving life spent with my dog Jackie, my three guinea pigs Latte, Cinnamon, and Lil' Skimmy, and a crew of 
great friends and co-workers.  
 
 
 
Janice introduced Jay Padgett, the chair of the search committee at First Presbyterian Church, West Plains to come 
forward to talk about the process and to introduce their candidate.  Jay noted that the committee followed the Equal 
Employment Opportunities guidelines in this search for a pastor.  Jay then introduced the Reverend Robert Dahlgren 
to be examined for membership in the presbytery and for a call as installed pastor for First Presbyterian Church, West 
Plains, Missouri, pending congregational vote on November 4, beginning December 2, 2018, with the following terms 
of call: 
 

Salary $ 34,346.00 
Housing $ 20,000.00 
Supplemental Death Insurance $      654.00 
Total Effective: $ 55,000.00 
Board of Pensions $ 20,350.00 
Continuing Education $   1.500.00 
Auto $   1,500.00 
Professional Expense $   1,000.00 
Total Cost to Church $ 79,350.00 
4 weeks of vacation  
2 weeks of study leave  

 

Janice asked the first question and after Robert answered the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was made, 
seconded, and approved to arrest the examination.  Robert was escorted from the room and discussion and 
questions ensued.  The motion was made to sustain the examination and to approve Robert’s call at First 
Presbyterian, West Plains, Missouri.  Seconded.  Motion was approved.   The motion was made to approve the 
terms of call as listed.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 

Robert returned to the room to welcoming applause.   The Reverend Diane Cooke prayed for Reverend Dahlgren,  
the West Plains church and their ministry together. 
 

Supplemental Documents 
Brief Bio – Bob Dahlgren 

I was born in California and raised in Taft where I attended all 12 years of school.  During my senior year of high 
school, I came to faith while attending an American Baptist church.  I was active in the youth group, Sunday school, 
and attended worship regularly.  After graduating from Taft High School, I began working in the oilfields.   
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I held positions as a Roustabout, Well Puller, Garage Mechanic’s Helper, Station Operator, Pumper and Gauger.  
During five years of oilfield work, I served Christ as a Sunday school teacher (various age groups), a youth leader, 
an usher, a liturgist, a young adult leader, college and career leader, and as a member of the Christian Education 
Committee.  Through this service, my call to the ordained ministry came about.  In 1986, I sold a house, left my 
oilfield job, and began attending college at Taft College.  I earned an Associated Arts degree and graduated with 
honors in 1987.   
 

I began my studies at California State University, Fresno in 1988.  While at Fresno, I joined University Presbyterian 
Church, where I attended worship and became active in a young adult group.  I came under care of the Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry of the San Joaquin Presbytery during my Senior Year.  I graduated, Magna Cum Laude in 
1990 with a degree in English Literature and focused on other studies in Psychology and Classical Studies. 
 

I began attending San Francisco Theological Seminary in the fall of 1990.  While there, I attended church at Sleepy 
Hollow Presbyterian Church.  My involvement with this congregation helped to formulate my sense of call to smaller 
churches with less than 100 in attendance.  I did two internships while at SFTS.  I served Grace Presbyterian Church 
in Daly City (a racially and culturally diverse inner city neighborhood congregation) and Saint John’s Presbyterian 
Church (an urban congregation), both with fewer than 100 people in attendance.  I graduated from Seminary in 1994.   
 

My first call was to Gordon First Presbyterian Church in Gordon, Nebraska. Gordon is a town of about 1800 people 
in northwest Nebraska.  Gordon is an agricultural community located 30 miles south of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation.  I deeply enjoyed the small town atmosphere and the community.  I had the honor of being the last pastor 
ever to be ordained and installed by Box Butte Presbytery (with less than a dozen churches) before the merger of 
Boulder and Box Butte Presbyteries to form The Presbytery of the Plains and Peaks. 
 

I left Gordon to take a call in Sidney, Nebraska in 1997.  Sidney is located in southwest Nebraska and is home of 
Cabela’s Outfitters, which grew from a small mail order business and store on the main street to an international 
corporation with stores located all over the United States, receiving orders from all over the world.  The town grew 
greatly while I was there, with nearly 500 new Cabela’s employees and their families moving to Sidney from all over 
the world.  Light Memorial Presbyterian Church doubled in its worship attendance.  While I was there, a new building 
and a number of ministries came into being which drew more than 65 new members over a seven year period. 
 

I left Light Memorial Presbyterian Church in 2004, and shortly there after, was offered an opportunity to work for 
Kidz Ark, a Christian organization which is a residential and day treatment center for troubled youth.  The young 
people served by Kidz Ark are challenged in a variety of ways which include: developmental delay; emotional, sexual 
and physically abused; chemical dependency; pervasive mental illness; learning disorders; violent and non-violent 
legal offenses; etc…  While working there, I shared Christ in thought, word and deed as residential staff at the boy’s 
ranch, a therapist, crisis counselor at Jackie Reynolds School, teacher’s aid, substitute teacher, and as Chaplain.  I 
also assisted with the animal program providing equine and canine assisted therapy.   
 

I returned to parish ministry in 2010, coming to a newly formed yoke at King City and Albany, Missouri as their first 
called pastor. For the last 8 ½ years I have served as their solo pastor. They have been heavily involved in Living 
Waters for the World ministry installing water purification systems in Central and South America; participating in a 
variety of local mission and ministries through their respective ministerial alliances; and a variety of ministries 
common to churches in small towns. The yoke between the two churches has proven to be very successful and their 
relationship remains strong.  
 

My wife, Celeste and I met 20 years ago at the Synod of Lakes and Prairies Synod School at Grinnell Iowa. We have 
been married 19 years. Together we have 4 adult children and two grandchildren.  
 

My interests include horse riding and driving, camping, hunting, fishing and reading a wide variety of literature. 
  

Statement of Faith – Bob Dahlgren 
 

I believe in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; One God, who is one being, expressed in three persons bearing 
total agreement in motive, intention, and action. 
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I believe in God the Father: existing eternally, who created all that is out of nothing, both visible and invisible.  The 
Father, out of love greater than our understanding, continues to create and sustain all things.  God, the Father, created 
human beings to be in relationship with the Divine and each other and for the proper stewardship of the creation.  
Humankind, within the relational freedom God granted, chose sin and brokenness over intended union and 
responsibility, which is evidenced by alienation from God, each other and the created order. 
 

I believe in God the Son: who, from the beginning with God, is God and ever shall be God, was through miraculous 
means by way of the creative power of God, conceived and born unto Mary (a virgin) his mother.  Jesus, a Palestinian 
Jew, being fully God and completely human, experienced life with its feelings, joys, cares, needs, sufferings, and 
necessities common to humanity.  Jesus is God with us.  Jesus lived life pleasing to God in every way without sin.  
Jesus shared the God centered life with us through his ministry of teaching, healing, feeding the hungry, and 
befriending the outcast, thus demonstrating God's love and desire to draw us close to God and one another.  Jesus' 
life and mission brought him into conflict with the political and religious authorities of his day.  Fearing the reign of 
God proclaimed by his thought, word and deed, Jesus was accused of sedition, crucified, died and was buried.  God 
raised Jesus from the dead.  Through his death, Jesus has taken the penalty of our sin upon himself.  By his 
resurrection, Jesus secured for us an eternal relationship with God. 
 

I believe in God, The Holy Spirit: existing from the beginning and eternally, sent by the Father and risen Christ to 
sustain, guide, direct, and comfort the Church; the body of people believing, professing, and following Jesus.  The 
Holy Spirit leads us in our prayers, shapes and gives form to our worship, guides us in our understanding of scripture, 
equips us to do the ministry of Jesus, helps us to grow in faith, empowers us to love one anther, and to do for others 
as we would have them do for us.  As the direction of the Holy Spirit is sought and heeded by people of faith in good 
conscience, God's will and purpose will be made manifest through Christ's body, the Church, by its corporate and 
individual members in thought, word, and deed. 
 

I believe that Baptism and Communion are the Sacraments given to us by Jesus as God's sign and seal upon us, 
uniquely marking us as Christ's own people and setting us aside to live in his ministry.  Baptism is a sign of our 
remission of sins, our dying and rising in Christ, and our union with Christ's body, the Church.  Communion is more 
than a remembrance.  Eating the bread and drinking the cup, we do proclaim Jesus' death and his rising until he 
comes.  We are also fed spiritually, nourished by his death and resurrection and strengthened by our union with Christ 
and his body, the Church. The Sacraments of Baptism and Communion are signs of our belonging to God in Christ 
who shared them in common with us.  Through the Sacraments our faith is remembered, revealed and proclaimed. 
 

I believe the Bible, the Hebrew Scriptures and New Testament, by means of the Holy Spirit, to be the word of God 
written.  The scriptures bear a unique and authoritative witness to the one sufficient revelation of God, Jesus Christ, 
the Word of God incarnate.  (Confession of 1967).  The Bible is a witness without parallel.  The scriptures tell the 
story of God's faithfulness to humanity through: God’s interaction with the people of Israel; the coming of Christ and 
his ministry; the spread of the early Church by Christ's disciples (both women and men), moved by the Holy Spirit 
to share the Gospel; and the prophetic culmination of Christ's return.  The Bible, when read attentively, guides, directs, 
informs, instructs, corrects, encourages, comforts, and nurtures us in our faith journey (both corporately and 
individually).  God’s word is made known as the scriptures are preached and read in dependence on the illumination 
of the Holy Spirit (Confession of 1967, paraphrased). 
 
 
 
Moderator Zanders moved that Presbytery examine and receive as a member for the duration of service, Ruling 
Elder Malinda Spencer to serve as Pastoral Presbyter for John Calvin Presbytery beginning November 19, with the 
following terms of call: 
 

Salary $ 37,785.00 
Board of Pensions $ TBD 
Continuing Education $   1.500.00 
Professional Expense/Travel $   6,000.00 
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Cell Phone Reimbursement $   1,200.00 
Total Cost to Presbytery $ TBD 
4 weeks of vacation  
2 weeks of study leave  

 
Malinda was invited to speak to those assembled about her background.  Janice asked the first question of Malinda, 
after this was answered, the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was made, seconded and approved to 
arrest the examination.  Malinda was escorted from the room and questions and discussion ensued.  The motion 
was made to sustain the examination and approve her call as pastoral presbyter.  Seconded.  Motion was 
approved.   
Melana Scruggs explained to the body that Malinda, as a ruling elder, is not eligible for Pastor Participation in the 
Board of Pensions. The cost to the presbytery for medical coverage for Malinda and her family could be 
approximately $30,000. It will require getting a proposal from the Board of Pensions to determine the actual cost. 
The agreement with Malinda at the time of presenting the call was that medical coverage would be included.  
Janice Zanders moved that the terms of call for Malinda Spencer be approved, with the understanding that 
the Board of Pensions figure could be close to $30,000. Seconded and approved. 
 
Malinda returned to the room with welcoming applause.  The Reverend Charles Spencer prayed for Malinda and 
her call with John Calvin Presbytery. 
 

Brief Bio – Malinda Spencer 
 

Malinda Spencer graduated from McDonald County High School and attended Missouri State University, where she 
received a bachelor's degree in music education.  She benefited from the many ministries of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and was active in the local church as a youth.  In college, she was active in the Baptist Student Union, 
and under their ministry was selected to be a summer missionary to Taiwan.  After college, Malinda attended the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, where she took two semesters of Old Testament, 
New Testament, Hebrew, Greek, and Church History, a pastoral care class with Wayne Oates, and a handful of other 
useful courses.  This was prior to the "resurgence of fundamentalism" in the SBC.  When that resurgence began, 
employment in the church looked doubtful, so Malinda returned to Missouri to teach in Otterville, Missouri. 
 

Unbeknownst to Malinda, Charles Spencer was attending Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, just across 
the road from her, and they met when Charlie accepted the call to the Otterville, Knob Noster, and Tipton Presbyterian 
churches.  It was not love at first sight, but 31 years later, they are glad they reconsidered.  They have two sons, 
Bruce, 22, living in Lee's Summit, and Evan, 17, a student at Joplin High School. 
 

Malinda taught ten years--five at Otterville and nearly five at Immaculate Conception school in Union, Missouri. She 
has also taught several thousand piano lessons. 
 

Malinda's service to the church dates from her teen years, as a Christian education and music volunteer.  When Bruce 
was small, she took a part-time CE job at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Louisville, where she was responsible for 
children and adult CE.  When they moved to Great Rivers Presbytery in Illinois, Malinda served as the part-time 
LOGOS director in Pekin.  When they moved to Heartland Presbytery, Malinda served as the half-time Christian 
educator for the presbytery, responsible for consulting with churches regarding their educational programs, 
maintaining curriculum samples, and staffing committees with educational duties, where she helped them plan and 
promote their events.  Two and a half years ago, Malinda took a position with the national church, where she has 
done the same work she did for Heartland Presbytery, on a national scale, with some writing and editing 
responsibilities thrown in. 
 

Statement of Faith – Malinda Spencer 
 

I believe in a loving, creating, present God. God created the world and everything we know, from the smallest 
particle to the vastness of space. The world is beautiful and is for our care and enjoyment. We have a responsibility 
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to exercise dominion over our surroundings, caring for them as God would have us do. We are to be good stewards 
of the environment and we are to care for the least of Christ’s brothers and sisters. 
 

Jesus is the only son of God. He is the way, the truth, and the life. His life is an example to us, and furthermore, he 
is the expiation of our sins, and those of the whole world. Often it is easy to identify sin in news stories, but each of 
us is a sinner. Sin brings separation from God, and from one another. This causes pain for all. Christ died so that we 
might have forgiveness. We are to likewise forgive others and share the message of reconciliation with the world. 
 

After Jesus ascended into heaven, we received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is with us. The Holy 
Spirit helps us interpret scripture and allows us to know the will of God.  The Spirit guides in the proclamation of 
the Word and intercedes for us when we don’t know what words to pray. 
 

The Bible is God’s word to us. It is an authority whereby we live our lives. The Bible is our guiding light. 
 

God gives us the sacraments of baptism and communion. In baptism we are reminded that we are children of God, 
and our sins are forgiven. We make a public profession of faith. At an infant baptism, we promise to nurture the 
faith of the child. At the table, we are reminded of the death and resurrection of Jesus. Communion is a reminder 
that we are one body.  God has generously provided us with everything we have. In acknowledgement of God’s 
generosity, we give back a worthy portion of our time, talent, and treasure. God’s love for us is as unfathomable as 
the vastness of space and the smallest particle. We haven’t done anything to merit this love; that is grace. We are 
called, in response, to live grateful lives. 
 
 
Janice then moved that an Administrative Commission be elected to work with First Presbyterian Church, Girard, 
Kansas, consisting of the following: 
 Connie Banwart, RE, First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
 Peter Cook, RE, First Presbyterian Church, Parsons, Kansas 
 K. O. Noonoo, TE, Pittsburg Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Kansas 
 Toni Spieth, RE, First Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri 
 Jared Witt, TE, First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
and be given permission to do the following: 

1.  Assume original jurisdiction, if necessary, after assessing whether a viable session exists. 
2.  Assume financial oversight, particularly with regard to accounts moved from Church 
 Development Corporation to Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program, and to determine 
 how those funds should be disbursed or reinvested. 
3.  To determine the viability of the congregation and to report their findings to the presbytery 
 at its March 2019 meeting. 

 

Janice invited concerns, questions and discussion.  A yes or no vote was taken.  Motion was approved. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Approved Matthew Roberts continuing as stated supply at Ozark. 
2. Authorized the transfer of the Rev. Mary Kay Glunt to the presbytery of Washington.  
3. Assigned Dennis Winzenried as mentor for Charley Shurtz. 
4. Appointed Kent Hollingsworth as moderator at Stockton and mentor for Dale Hill. 
5. Approved the Administrative Commission to install Charley Shurtz at St. Andrew at Hideaway on Sept. 23: 

Eltjen Flikkema, past moderator of Presbytery, Trinity PCUSA; 
Dennis Pirkle, RE, St. Andrew@Hideaway; Denise Moll, RE, Southminster; Melana Scruggs, TE, Crane; 
Mary Kay Glunt, TE, Stockton; Pam Curtis, RE, Southminster 

6. Dismissed the Pastoral Presbyter Search Team with thanks. 
7. Dismissed the Administrative Commission for the installation at Hideaway. 
8. Approved Ruling Elder Tim Oster to officiate at an infant baptism at Bethany, Joplin, on Oct. 28, 2018. 
9. Assigned liaisons for churches for new year. 
10. Appointed Dennis Winzenried as mentor for Bob Dahlgren. 
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11. A triennial visit was made to Trinity, Shell Knob. 
12. Appointed Greg Esselman as moderator at Sarcoxie. 

 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Administrative Commission to install 
The Reverend Charley Shurtz 

 

The Administrative Commission to install the Reverend Charley Shurtz as pastor of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
at Hideaway convened at 4:00 p.m., on Sunday, September 23, 2018.  The following commission members were 
present: 
 

 The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Teaching Elder, Governance Presbyter, State Clerk, Crane Presbyterian 
 The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt, Teaching Elder, Stockton Presbyterian, Stockton, Missouri 
 Dennis Pirkle, Ruling Elder, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at Hideaway 
 B. J. Hafner, Ruing Elder, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Hideaway 
 Pam Curtis, Ruling Elder, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Hideaway 
 Eltjen Flikkema, Ruling Elder, John Calvin Presbyterian Moderator, Trinity PCUSA, Springfield, Missouri 
 

The meeting was opened with prayer by moderator, Eltjen Flikkema.  The motion was made seconded and passed to 
dismiss the Administrative Commission upon the Benediction of today’s installation service.  The moderator of the 
Commission reviewed the responsibilities of the various members of the commission.  Melana Scruggs, Dennis Pirkle, 
B.J. Hafner and Pam Curtis shared in the liturgy of the worship service.  The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt delivered 
the sermon based on the text, Proverbs 3 : 1 – 8 and Matthew 4 : 18 – 22.  The constitutional questions to the pastor 
were asked by Eltjen Flikkema.  The constitutional questions to the congregation were asked by Dennis Pirkle.  The 
charge to the pastor was given by Melana Scruggs and the charge to the congregation was given by B.J. Hafner.  
Following the declaration of installation, the benediction and closing prayer were given by Eltjen Flikkema.  
 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                          ELDER ELTJEN FLIKKEMA 
 
Moderator of General Council, Elder Eltjen Flikkema moved that the 2019 Budget be approved.  Jim Holt, 
treasurer, came forward to discuss and answer questions about the budget.  Motion was seconded and approved. 
 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Approved the docket for the November 3, 2018 
2. Approved the request from Stated Clerk to change the May 2019 meeting of Presbytery from May 16 to 

May 23. 
3. Approved the following meeting dates for General Council meeting for 2019: 

          January 31. 2019 
          April 25, 2019 
          July 11, 2019 
          October 10, 2019 

4. Approved the plea letter requesting funds to help balance the 2019 budget and approved the request to 
begin receiving funds at the November 3rd presbytery meeting. 

 
********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
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The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.   
 
Prayer to close the day, was offered by the Reverend Jennifer Dawson at 2:38 p.m. 


