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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
191st STATED MEETING 

 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 
The 191st Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Eltjen Flikkema.  
Eltjen welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Nevada, Missouri, The Reverend 
Greg Ferree.  Greg spoke about the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church Nevada.   Greg then offered 
prayer for the morning portion of the meeting. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

Elder Linda Holt of Crane Presbyterian and Elder Susan Leonard of Trinity PCUSA Springfield served as pages and 
tellers. The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, honorably retired, served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCRUGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
  

COMMUNITY 
 

CHURCH 
 

TEACHING ELDER or 
CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Essary, Jennifer Excused Absent 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Present Fisher, Cindy 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Excused Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Excused Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present Farmer, Carla 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Shurtz, Charley Present Pirkle, Dennis 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Absent 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Ashford, Shirley 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Absent Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Oerter, John Present Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Spieth, Toni 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian  Vacant Vacant Thomas, Shelley 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
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Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer-Kidd, Julie Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Present Absent 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Absent 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant  Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Wilson, Robert 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Excused Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Reeves, Sharon 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Sims, Trudy 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused Absent 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Excused Hackett, Nancy 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA ------------------------------ ---------- ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO UMHE Vacant Vacant ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Jones, Louise Present Absent 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Christie, Julie A. 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Excused Excused 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Present Clark-Barry, Janine 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Knott, Phil 
------------------------- Honorably Retired  Groote, Marvin Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at Large Spencer, Charles Present -------------------------- 
 

 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Flikkea, Eltjen Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
General Council moderator Morriss, Kathy Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Committee on Ministry Zanders, Janice Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Committee on Representation  Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 

VISITORS 
Agee, Laura-Fort Scott Behan, Jim- Stockton Good, Diane - Chanute Hill, Dale-Stockton 
Jones, Bob – Kimberling 
City 

Jones, Ella-Hideaway Jones, Don-Hideaway Morriss, Todd - PDA 
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Pace, Bo – West Plains Spieth, Grant - Joplin Stewart, Debbie-Aurora White, Carla - Chanute 
VOLUNTEERS 

Bledsoe, Martha Byers, Steve Connors, Janet Cox, Edith 
Day, Kathleen Grier, Anna Holder, Richard Sewell, Kay 
Thompson, Brad Watts, Lorel Wilson, Bob Wilson, Gail 

 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the May 17, 2018 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved.        
  Motion seconded and approved 
 

2.  That the docket be approved, Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
191st Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

First Presbyterian Church  
Nevada, Missouri 

August 6, 2018 
9:00 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
 9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Elder Eltjen Flikkema, Moderator of Presbytery  

 Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – The Reverend Greg Ferree  
 Ministry and Mission of First Presbyterian  
 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
 Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolutions Committee      

  9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
 Approval of the minutes of February 24, 2018 Stated Meeting   
 Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
 Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
     The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt preaching 

     

11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Board of Pensions Benefits and Opportunities 
      The Reverend Edward Thompson      

 

   

12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH  
   

12:55 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks  
1:00 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Janice Zanders C 
1:30 p.m. Report of General Council – Elder Kathy Morriss D 
1:45 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
1:55 p.m. Report of General Assembly Commissioners – Elder Lorraine Whittington E, F 
2:05 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Dennis Winzenried     G 
2:15 p.m. Report of Mission & Nurture Committee – Rev. John Nipper and Rev. John Becker  
2:25 p.m. Report of Committee on Representation – Reverend Mary Kay Glunt     H 
2:30 p.m. Installation of New Officers and Committee Members  
2:40 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Moderator Lorraine Whittington    I 
2:45 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community - Adjournment  

 
 3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 Edward Thompson, member of Heartland Presbytery and Board of Pensions representative 
 Landon Whitsitt, member of Heartland Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
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4. That the Consent Agenda be approved.  Seconded.  Approved. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
From the COM Report – Packet 1, C 
 
*1.  That the supply contract between the Reverend John Nipper and Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church, 
 Springfield, Missouri be approved for three months at $600/month. 
 
FOR INFORMATION:  
1.   All persons who were required to attend boundaries training for 2017-2018 have complied or will in 

September. 
 
2.  The Session minute and roll book reviews, along with clerk of session training, took place over several 

weeks with the following results: 
SESSION BOOKS APPROVED: 

Ash Grove U. Methodist / Presbyterian   Aurora First Presbyterian     
Carlyle Presbyterian     Carthage First Presbyterian 
Chanute First Presbyterian    Crane Presbyterian 
Crocker Presbyterian     Fosyth Community Presbyterian 
Golden City First Presbyterian    Hollister Presbyterian       
Mt. Vernon First Presbyterian    Mt. Vernon Ozark Prairie Presbyterian    
Mountain View First Presbyterian   Mulberry United Presbyterian 
Neosho First Presbyterian    Nevada First Presbyterian     
Ozark Presbyterian     Parsons First Presbyterian     
Rolla First Presbyterian      Springfield Gibson Chapel Presbyterian    
Springfield Trinity Presbyterian PC(USA)  Stockton Presbyterian       
West Plains First Presbyterian    Willow Springs Presbyterian  
      

SESSION BOOKS APPROVED WITH EXCEPTIONS: 
Iola First Presbyterian 
              

       ROLLS AND REGISTERS APPROVED 
Ash Grove U. Methodist / Presbyterian   Aurora First Presbyterian     
Carlyle Presbyterian     Carthage First Presbyterian 
Chanute First Presbyterian    Crane Presbyterian 
Crocker Presbyterian     Forsyth Community Presbyterian 
Golden City First Presbyterian    Hollister Presbyterian      
Iola First Presbyterian     Mt. Vernon First Presbyterian    
Mt. Vernon Ozark Prairie Presbyterian   Mountain View First Presbyterian    
Mulberry United Presbyterian    Neosho First Presbyterian     
Nevada First Presbyterian    Ozark Presbyterian      
Parsons First Presbyterian    Rolla First Presbyterian       
Springfield Gibson Chapel Presbyterian   Springfield Trinity Presbyterian PC(USA) 
Stockton Presbyterian     West Plains First Presbyterian     
Willow Springs Presbyterian  
        

CHURCHES WHOSE BOOKS WERE NOT REVIEWED 
Baxter Springs   Erie    Hampton, Everton  Fort Scott 
St. Andrew Hideaway  Girard    Greenfield   Joplin Bethany 
Joplin First   St. Andrew Kimberling City Lockwood   Pittsburg 
Sarcoxie   Scammon   Shell Knob   Spfd. Hillcrest 
Spfd., Southminster  Spfd., Westminster  Spfd., Woodland Heights Webb City 
Willard-Mt. Zion 
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********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Elder Diane Good, Elder Toni Spieth, Elder Susan Leonard, and the Reverend Diane Cooke shared in the liturgy of  
the service.  The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt provided the sermon “Benefits and Opportunities: Take the Offer?” based  
on 2 Corinthians 1:2-11 and John 12:27-27-36.  The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt and the Reverend Greg  
Ferree presided at the Lord’s Table and Holy Communion was served by intinction.  The offering collected totaled  
$ 533.50, of which one half will go to the Creative Ministry Grant Fund of John Calvin Presbytery and one half to  
the Nevada area Community Outreach’s efforts to help homeless needs. 
 
Moderator Eltjen Flikkema commissioned Louise Jones as a ruling elder to serve in and for the Woodland Heights  
Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Missouri. 
 
EDUCATIONAL TIME 
The presbyters heard from Edward Thompson, our regional representative. Edward shared changes happening with 
the Board of Pensions. 
 
The Reverend Greg Ferree offered the blessing for lunch. 
 
 

The afternoon session was called to order at 1:00 p.m. with prayer by the Reverend Jared Witt 
 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                       REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 
Susan led the group in the Resolution of Thanks sung to the tune of “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”. 
 

In Nevada we are joyful,  
as we gather in God’s name, 

We’ve been welcomed and been pampered, 
And First Church is all to blame. 

Fellowship and registration 
Helped to start our day out right, 
And the meeting space is comfy 
Full of love and joy and light. 

 

Lunch was served by smiling members, 
Their volcanoes were a hit, 

And desserts were truly scrumptious 
We enjoyed them bit by bit 

So we thank the congregation 
your hard work is apparent  

You have made this meeting fruitful 
And God’s Kingdom evident. 

 
 

 

********** Concludes the Resolution of Thanks ********** 
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COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                ELDER JANICE ZANDERS 
2.  That the Reverend Charley Shurtz be examined for fitness of call to St. Andrew @ Hideaway Presbyterian 
 with the following terms of call: 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Janice introduced the Reverend Charley Shurtz to the presbyters and began the examination by asking him the first  
question.  After Charley answered, the floor was opened to questions.  The motion to arrest the examination was  
made, seconded and approved.  Charley was escorted from the room and discussion ensued.  The motion was  
made to sustain the examination and to approve Charley’s call to St. Andrew @ Hideaway.  Seconded and  
approved.  The motion to approve the terms of call for the Reverend Charley Shurtz at St. Andrew @  
Hideaway Presbyterian was made, seconded and approved. 
 

Reverend Shurtz returned to the room with welcoming applause.  The Reverend Peggy Wobbema prayed for  
Charley and the congregation of St. Andrew @ Hideaway Presbyterian. 
 

Moderator Janice Zanders asked the body to keep the 16 churches that continue to be in transition in 
prayer. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Presbytery has 16 churches in transition (out of 46) 
2. Authorized the transfer of the Reverend Don Glunt to the presbytery of Redstone. ( Don received a call 

and began on July 8) 
3. Authorized the creation of a plan in the next two weeks to be considered at our next Committee on 

Ministry meeting in regards to Dale Hill and the Stockton session being able to move forward toward 
Dale’s possible future service as a Commissioned Ruling Elder for Stockton Presbyterian. 

4. Approved the call of Brenda Holder to St. Andrew Presbyterian Kimberling City, Missouri, if the way 
be clear.  (Brenda has since accepted another call.) 

5. Authorized the Reverend Mary Kay Glunt to begin doing transitional work with Stockton Presbyterian 
as they prepare to look for a new pastor. 

6. Allowed Stockton Presbyterian, Stockton Missouri to begin work on an MIF. 
7. Allowed Ruling Elder Dennis Pirkle to officiate at the Table for First Presbyterian Webb City, Missouri 

on June 17. 
8. Approved Ruling Elder Dennis Pirkle to officiate at the Table at St. Andrew @Hideaway Presbyterian 

on June 3 and October 7, 2018. 
9. Approved John Oerter to moderate the session at First Presbyterian Neosho, Missouri. 

10. Allowed Westminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri to elect a PNC, fill out their MIF and move 
into a pastoral search. 

11. Approved contributing $820 to pay the Reverend Laurie Foos’s housing allowance for June from the 
Presbytery Emergency Fund and requiring Ozark Presbyterian Church to fulfill their contract by paying 
all of her July salary and housing allowance. 

12. Received a report from Jane Huffstetler on the situation of the AC at Southminster Presbyterian, 
Springfield, Missouri, and agreed that the AC should continue their support of the Southminster session. 

 

Salary  10,000.00 
Housing 16,000.00 
Full Board of Pensions, including dental insurance 10,793.48 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
Mileage 2,000.00 
Professional Expenses 1,000.00 
Social Security offset 1,989.00 
Total Cost to Church 42,782.48 
4 weeks of vacation  
2 weeks of study leave  
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********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                               ELDER KATHY MORRISS 
 
Moderator of General Council, Elder Kathy Morriss made the following motions: 
 

* That the financial reports, Per Capita and Shared Mission reports, as of June 30, 2018 be received for 
 review.  Motion was approved. 
 
 

* That the report from Barbara Hauser, KPM Representative, be received as information.  Motion approved. 
 
 

*    That the job description for Pastoral Presbyter be amended as follows, removing the words with strike-
 through and adding the words in red.  The changes were made to help the PNC write the Ministry 
 Information Form for the search for the next Pastoral Presbyter.  Motion was approved. 
 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

PASTORAL PRESBYTER  
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
The Pastoral Presbyter position is a part time position of 30 hours a week. The Pastoral Presbyter and the Governance 
Presbyter serve as co-presbyters. The primary focus of this position includes but is not limited to the following areas. 

 Pastoring to pastors within John Calvin Presbytery 
 Promoting presbytery wide congregational connections and Synod connections (communicate with 

churches on a regular basis using electronic media, print media, personal engagement, etc.) 
 Providing financial oversight of John Calvin Presbytery operations 
 Promoting church development and transformation 
 Matching churches with potential pastors, checking references of candidates. (Moved from Governance 

Presbyter) 
 Administering and interpreting the CVI (TM) for  To work with church leadership to give them a better 

understanding of one another and using their skills in ways that promote cohesiveness as a governing body. 
 

Additional responsibilities may be assigned at the discretion of the Administrative Ministries Committee and/or 
General Council. 
 

The Pastoral Presbyter will provide general administrative support for various standing committees as prescribed by 
the Administrative Ministries Committee (i.e. plan and organize volunteers, establish General Council agenda, etc.) 
 

The Pastoral Presbyter is to serve as a resource to presbytery committees in the formulation of the vision and strategies 
for John Calvin Presbytery. 
 

The Pastoral Presbyter is expected to may attend the following denominational meetings: General Assembly, 
Executive Presbyters Forum and Annual Polity, subject to approval by the Administrative Ministries Committee. 
(The original idea behind this was that it would help with connections in the denomination. What has happened is the 
formats of these meetings have changed and now they are mostly continuing education events on topics that rarely 
apply to issues in John Calvin Presbytery.) 
 

The Pastoral Presbyter reports directly to the Administrative Ministries Committee and has general accountability to 
the General Council. An annual review of the Pastoral Presbyter will be conducted by the Administrative Ministries 
Committee.  
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*        That the job description for Governance Presbyter be amended as follows, removing the words with strike-
 through and adding the words in red.  The coaching was added because of new training and the change in 
 required meetings comes mostly from cost and use of time.  Motion approved. 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

GOVERNANCE PRESBYTER  
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
 

The Governance Presbyter position is a part time position of 24 hours a week. The Governance Presbyter and the 
Pastoral Presbyter serve as co-presbyters. The primary focus of this position includes but is not limited to the 
following areas. 

 Performing duties as prescribed to the Stated Clerk by the PC (USA) Constitution (i.e. annual statistics, 
facilitating the reading of session minutes, Rolls & Registers, oversight of John Calvin Presbytery meetings, 
training of clerks of session, etc.) 

 Working with congregations and pastors to promote growth and healthy functioning. 
 Providing support to congregations in pastoral transition (i.e. assisting with Church Information Forms 

training PNCs and helping with the call process. 
 Having training as a coach, will provide coaching to individuals and sessions within the presbytery as part of 

the job. 
 

Additional responsibilities may be assigned at the discretion of the Administrative Ministries Committee and/or 
General Council. 
 

The Governance Presbyter will provide general administrative support for Committee on Ministry and Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry and will advise General Council regarding matters of polity and policy change.  
 

The Governance Presbyter is to serve as a resource to presbytery committees in the formulation of the vision and 
strategies for John Calvin Presbytery. 
 

The Governance Presbyter is expected to attend the following denominational meetings: General Assembly. 
 

The Governance Presbyter may attend Executive Presbyters Forum and Annual Polity Conference, subject to 
approval by the Administrative Ministries Committee. 
 

The Governance Presbyter reports directly to the Administrative Ministries Committee and has general accountability 
to the General Council. An annual review of the Governance Presbyter will be conducted by the Administrative 
Ministries Committee.  
 
 

* That the Manual of Operations be changed to make the work of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, 
 a sub-committee of the Committee on Ministry.  As there are fewer people to serve on committees and we 
 have fewer candidates for ministry, CPM is not required by the Book of Order, only the work is required.   
  Motion was approved. 
 
 

* That the following be elected to serve on the Committee on Representation, the Reverend Dennis 
 Winzenried, the Reverend Jack Cormack, and Elder Lorraine Whittington, moderator of the committee. 
 Motion was approved. 
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Kathy reminded the presbyters that the next Presbytery meeting, November 3, would be held at First 
Presbyterian Church of Joplin, Missouri and the prayer shawl was given to a representative of First Joplin 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. That the financial reports, Per Capita and Shared Mission reports, as of May 31, 2018 were filed for review. 
2. Approved continuing our financial commitment to all three churches that made a commitment to the  

Synod’s program. 
3. Changed the November 3rd Stated Meeting from Southminster Presbyterian to First Presbyterian Joplin, 

Missouri. 
4. Plan to work toward approving the budget for the November presbytery meeting. 
5. Per Capita has been increased to 8.95 for 2019 and 2020. 
6. Approved giving each church which requested a Creative Ministry Grant 91% of what they requested: 

     $ 2,821.00 to Bethany Presbyterian Joplin, Missouri 
     $ 1,001.00 to Crane Presbyterian Crane, Missouri 
     $ 2,120.00 to Crocker Presbyterian Crocker, Missouri 
     $ 1,010.00 to Ozark Presbyterian Ozark, Missouri 

7. Approved providing $600.00 from the Small Church Resource Grant to Willard-Mt. Zion, Willard, Missouri 
8. Approved awarding the remaining $20,000.00 of the Transformation Grant to Stockton Presbyterian, 

Stockton, Missouri. ( A report of their transformation work is included in the documents.) 
9. Jim Holt and Dennis Winzenried did an exit interview with Susan Rosenbaum 

10. Amended MIF for Pastoral Presbyter Search Team, approved it with changes and allowed it to be posted. 
 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                                                 JIM HOLT 
Jim gave a report of the financial situation of presbytery, along with the Per Capita and Shared Mission giving.  He 
presented the Creative Ministry Grants to…. 
 Bethany Presbyterian Church of Joplin, Missouri 
 Crane Presbyterian Church of Crane, Missouri 
 Crocker Presbyterian Church of Crocker, Missouri 
 Ozark Presbyterian Church of Ozark, Missouri 
He also presented a Small Church Resource Grant to Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, Willard, Missouri and 
the Transformation Grant check to Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, Missouri 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 
 
 
 

REPORT OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONER  
Lorraine Whittington, Ruling Elder, 2018 JCP Commissioner to General Assembly St. Louis Missouri.               
 

I don’t know what I can add to those statistics.  So – ask me about GA – what do you want to know? . . . . . . .   
 

I can tell you that it was overwhelming.  I found out six days before that I was to be our Commissioner, so, yes, overwhelming 
is the right word.  All of that data . . . . So many Presbyterians ….. in one room……wondered what churches were doing without 
their pastors…..they were all in St. Louis.  The worship services were magnificent.  I still wonder at the speed of the Communion 
services daily.  Yet, they lacked nothing.  Beautiful services. 
 

I did learn that Presbyterians are truly Committee oriented.  We spent 2 days in Committee hashing over each overture until we 
felt it was good….as did all of the Committees.  And yet, when these perfected overtures were presented on the floor of GA – we 
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immediately reverted to Committee mode – and that’s why the GA lasts 8 days.  But then again – we cleared the Middle Eastern 
docket in a record breaking 35 minutes.  Apparently, that had been a large time consumer at the 2016 GA. 
 

The Exhibit Hall was wonderful.  They had so many booths, and lots of giveaways that were useful.  The Bookstore – I bought 
several.  That’s where most of my expenses card went.  That and food.  There were so many lunches each day.  We (my roommate 
and I) attended a couple of them on days we didn’t have a free lunch.  One was for Ruling Elders, with Joan Grey, of “The 
Sailboat Church” as speaker, so we renewed our acquaintance with Joan.  And got my favorite giveaway – a little tape measure 
that says “Elders Rule”.  I don’t see how anyone would go hungry – lunch abounded.  In the little kiosk sort of set-up in the 
Americas Center, it was $10 for a cup of tea and a cup of fruit.  Roommate and I were given 2 $10 lunch tickets for the kiosk by 
2 people in the elevator at our hotel who were leaving early and couldn’t use them.  We stayed at the Drury, 2 blocks away, so 
we had a hot breakfast each morning there. 
 

We began the week with a catastrophe – my co-commissioner, Rev. Greg Esselman, his wife had a slight stroke Sat. morning the 
1st day of GA – and he texted me from Barnes Jewish Hosp. where he had taken her.  We kept up over the weekend with texts to 
me and to Rev. Melana Scruggs, our Stated Clerk, who was in attendance with her husband and daughter.  Her daughter, Shannon, 
was our YAAD, and Shannon and I shared a table at GA.  On Monday Greg brought Elaine back to Springfield and entered her 
at Cox South.  She is recovering, but they can find no reason for her stroke, and are fearful of another if they can’t find the cause.  
She is on a 30-day heart monitor right now.  Many prayers were said for Elaine.  BUT – this left me with another problem, as I 
had ridden to St. Louis with Greg and Elaine and my car was at their house in Springfield.  With so very much going on – I chose 
simply not to think about it until later in the week.  Don’t know about you, but I can only stress so far . . . . 
 

And God does move in mysterious ways – Melana contacted me on Wed. with the news that Susan Rosenbaum, her husband and 
granddaughter were in Louisville on vacation.  Went there to ride a zip line through a cave???  And they were headed to St. Louis 
to go up in the Arch and then home.  Melana had arranged for me to ride back to Springfield with them.  How neat is that?  We 
did leave at 10 a.m. on Saturday, so I missed the final worship service and the budget meeting – BUT my Committee had met 
the night before at about 12:30 a.m. on the Budget, so I had a copy of it. 
 

On Sunday of our 8 days, I attended church at Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church in Ladue.  After the lovely service, they served 
the 50 of us who were bussed to their church, a great lunch.  They had a video made of their church and presented that for us.  I 
also had time to get their asst. pastor to pray with me for Elaine, and I also asked him for prayers for Jay Haynes and Fred Lemley 
of my church. 
 

On Tuesday evening JCP took us to dinner – us being Melana, Bert, and I.  That didn’t stop us from having a delicious meal and 
a good time. And, lucky us, we got to walk back in the rain. 
 

I had a lovely trip home with Randy, Susan, and Payten Rosenbaum.  Greg was there when we arrived at his house to pick up 
my car, so I gave him a bag of goodies I had picked up for him during the GA – and all 8 newspapers that were printed during 
our stay.  He told us Elaine was doing well – taking speech therapy and was going on Monday to get her heart monitor.  Dr. said 
she would fully recover.  The Lord was with them – with the #3 stroke hospital in the country just a few blocks away when hers 
occurred.   
 

It was a fantastic week, but I was absolutely exhausted.  A tote bag with wheels would have been a marvelous thing to have with 
me, had I but known. 
 

********** Concludes the report of General Assembly Commissioner ********** 
 
 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT              REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 
 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1. The financial, per capita and shared mission reports, as of May 31, 2018 were filed for review. 
2. Worked on revising the job descriptions for the Co-Presbyters.  
 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
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MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE REPORT   
John Becker shared with the presbyters of the planning of Equipping the Saints planned for October 12, 2019 with 
Dr. Rodger Nishioka to be the keynote speaker. 
 

********** Concludes the report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 
 
 
THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION        REVEREND MARY KAY GLUNT 

1. The Committee on Representation presents the following individuals to committee/team positions in our 
presbytery.   
 

F -    Female M -      Male    
TE - Teaching Elder CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder RE - Ruling Elder Y  - Youth 
A -   Asian AA -    African-American W   - White  

 
a. * designates filling unexpired term 
b. No nominations for four spots on Committee on Preparation are included at this time pending General 

Council’s motion to amend bylaws.   
c. Several positions are not yet filled, or we have not heard back from individuals accepting nomination. 

 

 Position/Committee Region Class Nominee/Status 

 JCP Moderator-Elect 2019     Chris Miller, MTE 
 JCP Moderator 2019*     Jennifer Dawson, FTE 

 Synod Commissioner, Class of 2020 Central 2021 John Nipper, MTE 
 Synod Commissioner, Class of 2020 West 2021 Jim Gilpin, MRE  

 Administrative Ministries MODERATOR         
 Administrative Ministries West 2021 FRE 
 Administrative Ministries Central 2021 Charley Shurtz, MTE 
` Administrative Ministries West 2021 MTE 
 Administrative Ministries East 2019* Tim Oster, MRE 
 Administrative Ministries Any 2020* Julie Mercer-Kidd, FTE 
 Administrative Ministries West 2019* Christine Iannucilli, FTE 

 Committee on Ministry Central 2021 Reina Daleske, FRE 
 Committee on Ministry East 2021 Diane Cooke, FTE 
 Committee on Ministry Central 2021 Dennis Winzenried, MTE 
 Committee on Ministry West 2021 Greg Esselman, MTE 
 Committee on Ministry Central 2021 Kent Hollingsworth, MTE  

 Mission and Nurture Central 2021 Sharon Marsh, FRE 
 Mission and Nurture West 2021  MTE 
 Mission and Nurture Central 2021 Jack Cormack, MTE 
 Mission and Nurture Central 2021 Bill Agnew, MRE 

 Permanent Judicial Commission Central 2021 Charley Shurtz, MTE 

 Sexual Misconduct Allegation Response Any 2021 Jerry Arnold, MRE 
 Sexual Misconduct Allegation Response Any 2021 Becky Schwandt, FTE 
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 Position/Committee Region Class Nominee/Status 

 Sexual Misconduct Allegation Response Any 2020* Christine Iannucilli, FTE 

 Sexual Misconduct Investigating Team Central 2021 Charley Shurtz, MTE 
 Sexual Misconduct Investigating Team Central 2021 Lorraine Whittington, FRE 
 Sexual Misconduct Investigating Team Any 2019*  

 Sexual Misconduct Investigating Team Any 2020* Dennis Winzenried, MTE 

 
1. We are doing a good job of balancing elder and gender representation; however, racial / ethnic 

representation is still lacking.  Of course, this reflects on the lack of racial/ethnic individuals in our 
churches.  COR encourages JCP churches to continue to reach out to racial/ethnic groups for membership 
and to submit names of individuals to COR who are qualified and gifted for service.  *The TE to RE ratio 
is being corrected on a term-by-term basis. 

 
 

Committee 
Elder Status Gender Racial/Ethnic 

 Teaching Ruling Male Female White Other 
 Synod Commissioners 2 2 2 2 4 0 

 Administrative Ministries 4 5 5 4 8 1 
 Committee on Ministry 8 7 7 8 14 1 
 Committee on Preparation 3 3 3 3 6 0 
 Committee on Representation* 3 6 4 5 8 1 
 Mission and Nurture 6 6 6 6 12 0 
 Permanent Judicial Committee 3 3 3 3 6 0 
 Sexual Misconduct Response Team 3 3 3 3 6 0 

 Sexual Misconduct Investig. Team 3 3 3 3 6 0 
 Ordination Exam Readers 2 2 2 2 3 1 

 
2. Regional representation.  COR endeavors to spread representation on committees throughout JCP.  East:  

Churches east of Springfield, including Rolla and Crocker.  West:  Carthage and west.  Current regional 
numbers are: 
 

 Committee East Central West 
 Synod Commissioners  1 3 
 Administrative Ministries 4 4 1 
 Committee on Ministry 4 8 3 
 Committee on Preparation 1 3 2 

 Committee on Representation 2 5 2 
 Mission and Nurture 3 5 4 
 Permanent Judicial Committee 2 2 2 
 Sexual Misconduct Response Team 1 4 1 
 Sexual Misconduct Investigating Team 2 3 1 
 Ordination Exam Readers 0 3 1 

 
We would like to thank Melana Scruggs and Susan Rosenbaum for their assistance, as well as the pastors who have 
identified to us qualified elders in their congregations.  Please keep up the communication.  Personally, I want to 
thank everyone who has worked with me on this committee and for the opportunity to have served in this capacity 
 



John Calvin Presbytery                                        One Hundred Ninety-first Stated Meeting 
August 6, 2018                                                                  First Presbyterian Church 
                                                                                 Nevada, Missouri 
  

13 
 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Representation ********** 
 
Installation of New Officers and Committee Members was led by JCP Moderator, Eljen Flikkema.   
 
Eltjen presented the incoming JCP Moderator, the Reverend Jennifer Dawson, with the moderator’s cross and stole. 
 
Moderator Jennifer Dawson then presented the outgoing moderator, Eltjen Flikkema a gift of the moderator’s cross. 
  
 

********** Concludes the Installation of Officers and Committee Members ********** 
 
 
THE REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN      ELDER LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
Moderator Lorraine Whittington spoke of the Presbyterian Women gathering. 
 
In front of an absolutely beautiful hand-cut paper backdrop, the Churchwide PW Gathering began.  The attendance was 
approximately 1600.  It is such a “shot in the arm” to attend and learn what the PW are doing all over the world.  There were 
many countries represented at this Gathering.  We got to hear from most of them.  There were clever skits by our “players” from 
Kansas.  And. There. Were. Prayers.  There was an offering for Mission Projects in the Louisville area.  There was a March for 
Peace & Justice, challenging Louisville to stop redlining and to offer equity to all parts of the city.   Its send-off was by the 
PCUSA Co-Moderator and Stated Clerk, who were with us most of the week.  There were the $10 gift cards, which were given 
to 3 mission projects.  I believe $12,000 was collected.    And. There. Was. Music.  One of our group sang in the choir. 
 

Eight members of the John Calvin Presbytery PW attended, and shared rooms in Galt House.  There were Synod meetings on 
Saturday, and Synod of Mid-America had approximately 70 in attendance.  Pictures are on Facebook.  We had lunch and installed 
our new officers.  Rev. Glenda Watts of Heartland Presbytery PW is now our Moderator.  Thanks to out-going Moderator, Rhoda 
Frasier for a beautiful job. 
 

We had one free meal time in the evening and 5 of us took advantage of that and had dinner at a Steakhouse connected to a 
walkway to the hotel.  So – as a consequence, I never left Galt House the entire week. 
 

The Exhibit Hall was very similar to the Exhibit Hall at GA in June.  Many of the same vendors, but more geared to our gender.  
One of us bid and won a vacation in the Silent Auction.  There was a Horizon Booth to make renewal easier – or 1st time 
subscribers.  There was a book club and 4 books assigned early-on to have read prior to coming to Louisville.  One of us 
participated in that endeavor and enjoyed much.  There was Tai Chi and one of us did that each morning.  There were volunteer 
opportunities everywhere, and some of us assisted in that. 
 

And. There. Were. Workshops.  All day Friday and Saturday.  Time allowed for 4 of them each day.  Marvelous workshops.  This 
year’s Bible Study, “God’s Promise – I Am with You”, author was a speaker during plenary and also conducted a workshop.  Next 
Year’s Bible Study regarding a new look at the Ten Commandments, did likewise.  So much to see, do, learn, and enjoy.  I 
attended one entitled “How to Get Unstuck”.  It was fun and informative.  One of us went on the Mission Tours on Thursday and 
was very impressed with all that was being done.  Wednesday evening and Thursday, two of us were attending the business 
meeting.  Friday and Saturday there were 3 plenary sessions.  The final one being on Sunday morning, with worship and 
communion, and the choir singing “The Prayer”.  Just thrilling. 
 

Our new PCUSA PW Moderator and officers were installed on Sunday morning.  Should be a fantastic 3 years for them and for 
us.  We have also been recognized by the U.N. and seated as our own corporation.  Big pats on the back for that. 
 

An exciting week.  Thank you, John Calvin Presbytery PW for financing my trip.  And thank you so much to the 7 ladies who 
were with me.  Love to you all. 
 

Lorraine Whittington, JCP PW Moderator 
  

********** Concludes the Report of Presbyterian Women ********** 
 

The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.   
 
Prayer to close the day, was offered by the Reverend Chris Miller at 2:00 p.m. 


