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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
190th STATED MEETING 

 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 
The 190th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Eltjen Flikkema.  
Eltjen welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, Missouri, The 
Reverend Mary Kay Glunt.  Mary Kay spoke about the ministry and mission of Stockton Presbyterian Church and 
that of Ebenezer Presbyterian of Greenfield.  The Reverend Christine Iannucilli was introduced and shared about the 
ministries of First Presbyterian Churches of Golden City and Lockwood Missouri. All four churches were the co-
hosts of the stated meeting.    Mary Kay then offered prayer for the morning portion of the meeting. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

Elder Toni Spieth and Elder Kathy Morriss served as pages and tellers. The Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley, pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church, Rolla Missouri, served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCRUGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
  

COMMUNITY 
 

CHURCH 
 

TEACHING ELDER or 
CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Essary, Jennifer Present Dreier, Roger 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Present Fisher, Cindy 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Present Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Excused Excused 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Vacant Vacant Excused 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Present Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Howell, Michael 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Shetlar, Kenneth 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Oerter, John Excused Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Spieth, Toni 
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Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian  Vacant Vacant Daleske, Reina 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Present Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer-Kidd, Julie Excused Cole, Charlotte 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Excused Samuels, Margaret 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Foval, Jane 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant  Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Sewell, Kay 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Absent 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Sims, Trudy 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Absent 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Excused Excused 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Excused 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Dugan, Charlotte 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA ------------------------------ ---------- Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Vest, DeDe 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Jones, Louise Present Absent 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Behan, Jim 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Excused Excused 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Present Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Knott, Phil 
------------------------- Member at large Cunningham, Kimberly Excused -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired  Havens, Bill Excused -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Nipper, John Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at large Roberts, Matthew Excused -------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John  Present -------------------------- 
 

 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Flikkea, Eltjen Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
General Council moderator Morriss, Kathy Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Committee on Ministry Scott, Ted Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Committee on Representation 9 Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Agnew, Bill Present 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 
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VISITORS 
Ashford, Shirley Bay, John Cherry, Clancey Cormack, Scarlet 
Crabtree, Bill Eastin, Tim Faton, James Foval, Tom 
Good, Diane Jones, Bob Knott, Mary Rosenbaum, Randy 
Samuels, Bobby    

 
VOLUNTEERS 

Behan, Jim Christie, Judy Compton, Janet Holland, Willie 
Johnson, Becky Nichols, Barb Wolf, Dixie  

 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the February 24, 2018 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved.        
  Motion seconded and approved 
 
2.  That the docket be approved, with the following amendment – There will be no report from Presbyterian    
     Children’s Home and Services and no Committee on Representation report.     
 Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
190th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Stockton Presbyterian Church  
Stockton, Missouri 

May 17, 2018 
 

9:00 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
 9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Elder Eltjen Flikkema, Moderator of Presbytery  

 Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt  
 Ministry and Mission of Stockton Presbyterian  
 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
 Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolutions Committee      

  9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
 Approval of the minutes of February 24, 2018 Stated Meeting   
 Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
 Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

 10:00 a.m. 
 

Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
     The Rev. Jack Cormack preaching 

     

   11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Emergency and Security Measures       
   

12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH  
   

12:55 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks  
1:00 p.m. Report of the Pastoral Presbyter  
1:15 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Moderator Lorraine Whittington  
1:25 p.m. Report from PCHAS – Josh Marsh  
1:35 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Ted Scott C 
2:00 p.m. Report of General Council – Elder Kathy Morriss D 
2:15 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
2:20 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Dennis Winzenried E 
2:30 p.m. Report of Mission & Nurture Committee – Elder Bill Agnew  
2:40 p.m. Report of Committee on Representation – Reverend Mary Kay Glunt  
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2:45 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community - Adjournment  
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 Mickey Pulleyking, Disciples of Christ pastor 
 James Gale, member of Heartland Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
4.  That the terms of call for pastors of the presbytery for 2018 be approved. Seconded.  Motion approved. 
       (Terms of call are provided as a separate document). 
 
 
5. That the Consent Agenda be approved.  Seconded.  Approved. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

From the COM Report – Packet 1, C 
 
*1.  That the contract between Elder Louise Jones and Woodland Heights Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri, 
 be approved for six months at 50% time, with the following terms of call: 
 

Salary 27,000.00 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
Total Cost to Church 28,000.00 
2 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  

 
*2.   That the contract between the Reverend Becky Schwandt and Ozark Prairie Presbyterian, Mt. Vernon, 
 Missouri be approved for one year at 50% time, with the following terms of call: 
 

Housing 8,112.00 
Medical Insurance (BOP) 7,488.00 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
2 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  

 
*3.   That the contract between the Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd and First Presbyterian, Mt. Vernon, Missouri, 
 be approved for one year at 1/3 time, following terms of call: 
 

Salary 13,667.00 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
Total  14,667.00 

 
 
FOR INFORMATION:  
1.  The membership of the presbytery as of December 31, 2017 was 2955. 
 

2.  The Pastoral Presbyter and Governance Presbyter signed a letter to the Office the General Assembly 
 regarding the proposed per capita increase for 2019. They included their signatures in a follow-up letter to 
 the Office and on a public notice that was published in the online edition of the Presbyterian Outlook. 
 Those documents can be read as posted separately. 
 

3.  The letter sent to the Office of General Assembly by the Presbytery’s General Council and the response 
 from the GA Stated Clerk are included below. 
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April 27, 2018 
 

Dear Stated Clerk and OGA Leadership, 
 

Our Council has received notice of the proposed change requested from your office for per capita funds from 
presbyteries beginning next year. We certainly understand having to make difficult decisions about budgets 
and income requests. Two years ago, we raised our per capita request from $31.00 to $35.00 and promised 
the presbytery that we would not raise per capita again for at least three years. We also assured them we 
would bring a balanced budget within two years. 
 

In 2015 we lost 2000 members to ECO. We have had to consider seriously what it means to be a presbytery 
of 3000 members. We sold the property the presbytery owned and invested the money for grants to allow 
churches to do transforming work. We are now a virtual presbytery with three part-time staff, learning to lead 
into the adaptive challenges that we all face. 
 

Our Council is concerned that the presbyteries were not consulted before this tremendous increase in per 
capita was proposed and made public. As a connectional church we believe that we are better together, which 
has been proven many times in our Presbyterian history. We want to share with you some realities that this 
increase would bring upon a small presbytery. 
 

We run our budget on a two-income stream, shared mission and per capita. Our 2018 per capita budget is 
$109,725.00. For 2017 we did not receive 4.8% of per capita from our congregations but paid all our Synod 
and GA per capita. An increase in GA per capita in 2019 from $7.73 to $10.71 would require another $8,800 
payment from our budget, an 8% increase to our per capita line. All while we have promised not to raise per 
capita within our presbytery.  
 

You can see that we would be required to make some very significant shifts in our priorities, either cutting 
the very mission that is our calling or paying less than the per capita we owe, against our denominational 
commitment. We are committed to our mission to provide support to the congregations in our bounds as they 
seek to live into the calls they have received from God. We are asking that you reconsider this request to make 
such a significant increase in per capita without consulting the very constituencies you are called to serve. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
General Council of John Calvin Presbytery 
Kathy Morriss, Ruling Elder, Moderator of Council            
Eltjen Flikkema, Ruling Elder, Moderator of Presbytery 
The Rev. Mary Kay Glunt, Moderator-Elect of Presbytery/ Moderator of COR 
Jim Holt, Ruling Elder, Treasurer of Presbytery 
Lorraine Whittington, PW Moderator for JCP 
The Rev. Diane Cooke, Moderator of CPM 
Ted Scott, Ruling Elder, Moderator of COM 
The Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley, Co-Moderator of Mission and Nurture 
Dr. William Agnew, Ruling Elder, Co-Moderator of Mission and Nurture 
The Rev. Dennis Winzenried, Moderator of Administrative Ministries 
 

Response from General Assembly Stated Clerk: 
 

Thank you for your communication. We are engaging in conversations with Mid-Council leaders over the next 
month. It is our hope that these conversations will give greater clarity and unity on this issue going into the 
General Assembly. I am a firm believer that we can reach common ground and a greater understanding of one 
another’s concerns. 
 

In the faith we share,  
J. Herbert 
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Governance Presbyter / Stated Clerk moved that the following Resolution honoring the work of Pastoral Presbyter, 
the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum and that resolution be spread upon the minutes of John Calvin Presbytery. 

RESOLUTION 
 

The members of the General Council of John Calvin Presbytery, for the purpose of taking such action as is deemed 
appropriate to honor retiring Pastoral Presbyter, the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, do hereby adopt the following 
Resolution on this, the Seventeenth Day of May in the year of our Lord, two thousand eighteen, to-wit: 
 

WHEREAS, Susan was ordained by the Presbytery on June 5, 1994, serving several congregations in Kansas, giving 
faithfully of her gifts in service to God, and 
 

WHEREAS, Susan began her work as Pastoral Presbyter on October 1, 2011, and 
 

WHEREAS, Susan has a heart for mission and for God’s grace in all that she undertakes, and 
 

WHEREAS, she worked tirelessly to encourage and promote connectionalism and collegiality within the Presbytery, 
and 
 

WHEREAS, she has provided pastoral care and support to pastors and churches through difficult transitions in the 
last seven years and has served congregations for several months at a time, and  
 

WHEREAS, when the property owned by the Presbytery was sold, she recommended to Council that $2,000 of the 
proceeds be given to each member congregation to be used for the mission of their choice, and 
 

WHEREAS, she encouraged Presbytery to use a large portion of the other funds from the sale of the property to 
provide support for congregations that were being creative in their mission and ministry through the formation of the 
Transformation Grants, and 
 

WHEREAS, she is leaving the Presbytery in a healthier relational and financial state than it has been in for years, and  
 

WHEREAS, Susan exemplifies the joy and encouragement that she promotes with others, and 
 

WHEREAS, Susan is now retiring to begin a new ministry with her husband, caring for foster children, but will still 
be an active member of the Presbytery, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, as a token of our esteem for her and as a tribute to her tremendous work in our midst, we take 
this means of expression of our deep appreciation for the gifts she has offered in our shared journey. 

 
********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 

 
SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt, the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, the Reverend Christine Iannucilli and Elder Jim  
Behan shared in the liturgy of the service.  The Reverend Jack Cormack provided the sermon based on John 10:1-10. 
The Reverend Jack Cormack and the Reverend Mary Kay Glunt presided at the Lord’s Table and Holy Communion  
was served by intinction. The offering collected totaled $ 585.00, of which one half will go to the Creative Ministry  
Grant Fund of John Calvin Presbytery and one half to be shared by Stockton Celebrate Recovery, The A-OK program  
and the Greenfield Area Ministerial Alliance.   
 
The Reverend Christine Iannucilli honored the presbyters with a memorial moment for the Reverend Rodney Peters. 
 

As a hospital chaplain, I am given the privilege of sharing sacred moments with patients and their family members.  
Among the most sacred were the times Rodney was in Freeman for a chronic condition and he let me pray with him. 
He had congestive heart failure.  What this means is that the heart does not pump blood as well as it should.  This 
leads to fluid build up in the legs and lungs. It also causes fatigue and shortness of breath.  It worsens with time and 
causes the kidneys to fail and results in death.  Doctors have a few tricks up their sleeves to prolong life and give 
medicine that slow down the process and help the heart to do its job.  But it is ultimately a terminal condition. 
 

Rodney was a brilliant man – valedictorian in high school and college graduated with honors from McCormick 
Theological Seminary.  He knew exactly what this diagnosis meant and what was happening to his body.  Unlike 
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most ministers he was an ideal patient.  He learned as much as he could and did everything he could to live well as 
long as he could.  A huge motivating factor was his wife, Sandy.  He told me she was the love of his life – she is 
everything to me.  They shared so much together.  Their children and their grandchildren were sources of joy as well.  
They were both passionate about their pets, about Sandy’s art, passionate about ministry and serving God.  Rodney 
retired, and retired again and again.  He came out of retirement two times, that is how much he loved serving God 
and loving God’s people.  Even when he could have stepped back because of his health, he stepped up rather than 
stepping back.  In fact, he was still serving the Scammon Presbyterian Church when his final bout with congestive 
heart failure struck him.  He loved the people there. 
 

Rodney was in our ICU a few times and our doctors knew him well.  One doctor especially enjoyed conversations 
with him because this doctor struggles with his faith and Rodney was not afraid to connect with him.  But what has 
made a lasting impression on our staff was his peacefulness in the midst of his discomfort and suffering.  They wanted 
to make him as comfortable as possible – to help him as much as they could – he was witnessing to our staff – not all 
are believers – but even in his dying process he never faltered.  They could see his faith gave him endurance and 
assurance that God was present through it all. 
 

I came into Rodney’s room 2 days before he passed.  He was very weak.  Sandy was at his side, she was on her cell 
phone with a relative who was suffering from a medical problem – her phone was on speaker and you could hear the 
anxiety in this lady’s voice.  Rodney’s arms were raised, looking up, praying for her, even in the midst of his own 
dying, he was praying and assured her of God’s care in the midst of her suffering and then he said to her “Christ told 
us, do not be afraid, do not fear, our Christ never leaves us”.  He was ministering not only to her but to everyone in 
that room, his family and his beloved Sandy. 
 

Rodney had other passions as well.  He and Sandy enjoyed gardening, reading and traveling together; he especially 
loved building frames for Sandy’s paintings.  One of his favorites was her painting of the lunar eclipse.  They both 
traveled to Knobnoster State Park to view the eclipse together.  Sandy painted this event. It was such beautiful artistry 
that their daughter Shannon and son in law Richard Banks are gifting Freeman Hospital by giving a stained-glass 
window based on this eclipse painting.  It is the last window space available in our stained-glass hallways and it truly 
honors Rodney’s ministry and Sandy’s artistry. 
 

There is so much talent in this family, music, art, teaching, poetry and the profession of law.  Their son Raleigh was 
entrusted with carrying on Rodney’s wishes.  Two years before his death, Rodney took his son aside and entrusted 
him with all his directives.  He also had his memorial service planned and gave a copy to his son. He wanted to  
make this transition as easy on his family as he possibly could. 
 

Their daughter, Samantha Terrell is another fine example of the talent that runs through this family.  She is a well 
established published poet and she wrote a poem dedicated to her father. 

UNLOCKING THE SPIRIT 
  

 The body's a vessel 
 For a spirit too big. 
 Precious moments turn into 
 Important messages which the 
 Mind comprehends, though 
 Body and words 
 Fail to fulfill them. 
 He describes tall trees, 
 A forest, open and lush and green, 
 Alongside which is a path 
 Untaken? Perhaps, not yet; 

 Though seen 
 Through panels that opened 
 Before slits of eyes 
 Barely seeing, 
 Yet seeing 
 Better than ever before. 
 He said he once 
 Wanted to write 
 A children's book, 
 "It's Hard to Lock Yourself Up." 

 

Rodney Peters gave of himself as much as he could as often as he could and as long as he could.  He entered eternal 
life, March 2, 2018. 
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EDUCATIONAL TIME 
The presbyters heard from a panel led by the Reverend Jack Cormack, about security and emergency planning in 
church buildings.  
The Reverend Greg Esselman offered the blessing for lunch. 
 

The afternoon session was called to order at 1:00 p.m. with prayer by the Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                   REVEREND LOU ELLEN HARTLEY                                                                       
Whereas, we were greeted with wonderful hospitality and warmly welcomed… 
Whereas, we were fed in spirit with the bread of life…  
    fed in body with a delicious breakfast and lunch… 
    fed in heart with fellowship around the table.   
Whereas, we were given information on the ministries of Stockton Presbyterian and the Greenfield, 
 Lockwood and Golden City churches and the opportunity to participate in those ministries through 
 our offering. 
Whereas, we were able to hear the Word rightly read and proclaimed… 
Whereas, we were able to bid Godspeed and blessing to the right Reverend Susan Rosenbaum upon her 
 retirement…. 
Be it resolved… 
 we offer thanks for God’s many blessings and these in particular blessings known today.  Amen. 
 
REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER            THE REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 
The Reverend Diane Cooke and Elder Kathy Morriss presented Susan with a hand painted purple stole and an 
engraved Cross necklace as retirement gifts.  Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders came forward and linked hands 
with Susan and prayed for her future ministry in retirement. 
 

Susan presented the Reverend John Wesley Skillings with a certificate honoring the 65th anniversary of his 
ordination. 
 

Susan provided the group with streamers and led them in a rap-song for Pentecost…. 
The Spirit burns inside us The Spirit burns inside us 

as we serve the Lord when we heed God’s call 
God listens and directs us to share our time and talents 

guided by the Word whether big or small 
we choose to always follow we work to feed the hungry 

where our God will lead in the midst of life 
we’re praising and rejoicing God’s mission is important 

God is all we need. 
The Spirit burns inside us 

in their times of strife. 
The Spirit burns inside us 

mission drives us on as we look ahead 
we love to share God’s Scripture we’re trusting God completely 

through our lives and songs willing to be led 
to touch the lives of many we do not know the future 

giving God our all where our God will lead 
we’re serving and rejoicing one thing that we know for sure 

living out God’s call. God is all we need. 
 
THE REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN      ELDER LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
Moderator Lorraine Whittington and past moderator Toni Spieth presented Pastoral Presbyter Susan Rosenbaum  
With the Presbyterian Women Lifetime Membership award.  
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COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                  ELDER TED SCOTT 
Moderator of COM, Ted Scott moved that the Reverend Dr. Micki Pulleyking be examined for temporary 
membership in the presbytery and for service as ½ time transitional pastor at Westminster Presbyterian, Springfield, 
Missouri, with the following terms of call. 
 

Salary 10,500.00 
Housing 18,900.00 
Pension-Disciples 4,116.00 
Professional Expenses 1,200.00 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
Medical Reimbursement 3,500.00 
FICA offset 2,205.00 
Total Cost to Church 42,000.00 
2 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  

    Time off for previous conference leadership commitments 
 
Ted introduced the Reverend Dr. Micki Pulleyking to those assembled and began the examination by asking her the  
first question.  After Micki answered, the floor was opened to questions.  The motion to arrest the examination was  
made, seconded and approved.  Micki was escorted from the room and discussion ensued.  The motion was made  
to sustain the examination.  Seconded and approved.  The motion to approve the terms of call for the  
Reverend Dr. Micki Pulleyking at Westminster Presbyterian was made, seconded and approved. 
 
Reverend Pulleyking returned to the room with welcoming applause.  The Reverend Chris Miller prayed for Micki  
and the congregation of Westminster Presbyterian. 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

 

Statement of Faith by Micki Pulleyking, March 10, 2018 
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,  
There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 

God,” wrote Tolstoy, “is the name of my desire.” I have made it my life's work to study and seek to know God, but I 
have come to know that I cannot know, God. God is God. I believe we are made in God's image--and that is a big 
deal. Imago Dei means all of creation is equally loved and each life has God imbued meaning. But we are not God. 
We are the creatures. God is the creator, the one with whom I seek connection in the depths and heights of my soul. 
God calls, lures, whispers, guides and invites us to respond to one another and life, with love, but God does not 
coerce.  
 

Tolstoy also said, "Where love is, God is." Yes. 1 John 4:7-21 says, "God is love". Creation was an act of love; and 
this creative work of love, is alive with God’s goodness, splendor and beauty.   God cannot be contained in one word. 
We worship God, the holy trinity: God the Creator word, God the Word made flesh in Jesus the Christ, and God the 
Holy Spirit moving in and among us. 
 

Jesus: God so desired to be in relationship with us--God became one of us: Jesus, God incarnate, who dwelled among 
us, fully human and fully divine, taught us, was forsaken, suffered and died; on the third day, Christ arose, and later 
ascended to God. 
As a teacher, Jesus drew large crowds and intimate small groups. Jesus embraced outcasts and unbelievers; he healed 
the sick, comforted the suffering, and wept for the dead. He challenged powerful religious and political institutions. 
In Christ we receive know mercy and grace, and are  awakened to God’s love, saved and redeemed. In the 
resurrection we receive hope and reassurance for the life to come, and the life today. 
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The Holy Spirit comforts, guides, counsels, and brings together God’s people in all places.  As we live our lives in 
relationship with the “unknowable” God, we live in the presence of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit holds us up when life 
breaks us down and is the assurance of God’s eternal presence. Through the Holy Spirit, God is with us in all our 
moments: in joyful, God celebrates with us, and in the suffering, God grieves and suffers with us. 
 

The church, the body of Christ, has one mission: to love God (Augustine), to live as followers of Jesus, and to share 
the good news of God’s grace. With the church we worship, pray, create deep and meaningful friendships, study, 
share in open-hearted hospitality, serve one another, and the world. We celebrate two sacraments: Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, which serve as the signs and seals of faith. These sacraments have many levels of depth; they are as 
familiar as a shared meal, where all are welcome, and as complex as the deepest mystery where we commune with, 
and experience God and God’s amazing grace. 
 

The Bible is the living and inspired word of God. The scriptures and the church are faithful guides toward God’s 
Kingdom. In gratitude for the triune God, the church, and the covenant we know through the scriptures, we accept 
responsibility for a life of sharing our faith with the whole world. We truly seek to feed the hungry, work for justice 
and peace, pray, use our God-given minds to educate, seek to reduce suffering, and nurture authentic relationships. 
 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
 

Oh, make me thine forever! 
And should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never, 
Outlive my love for Thee. 

This is my favorite faith statement: 1 John 4:7-21 
 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed love among us: God 
sent the one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that 
God loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and God’s love is made 
complete in us. This is how we know that we live in God and God in us: we have been given the Holy Spirit. 
 

And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so, we know and rely on the love God has for 
us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 
 

This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world 
we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because God first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet 
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot 
love God, whom they have not seen. And God has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their 
brother and sister. 
 
Moderator Ted Scott then moved that the bonds of the pastoral presbyter relationship between the Reverend Susan  
Rosenbaum and John Calvin Presbytery be dissolved as of June 30, 2018.  No second needed.  Motion was 
reluctantly approved. 
 
All teaching elders and ruling elders were invited up to lay hands upon Susan for prayer offered by the 
Reverend James Gale,  
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Added coaching to the job description for Melana Scruggs 
2. Heard a report from the Administrative Commission for Southminster Presbyterian Church 
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3. Approved the Administrative Commission to install the Reverend Greg Esselman as pastor at First 
Presbyterian, Carthage, Missouri: the Reverend Kent Hollingsworth, the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Elder 
Lawson Wiatrak, First Presbyterian, Carthage, Elder Judy Hollingsworth, Hillcrest Presbyterian, Springfield,   
Elder Eltjen Flikkema, Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA, Springfield, Moderator of John Calvin Presbytery 

4. Recommended the request for a transformation grant for First Presbyterian Fort Scott Kansas to General 
Council. 

5. Approved Elder Jerry Arnold to baptize three children, one on April 29 and two on May 6.   
6. Approved the following elders at First Presbyterian, Neosho Missouri to preside at the Table in the absence 

of a pastor. They are: Mary Land, Dotty Doennig, Diana Betz, Melissa Bush, Ann Shultz, Larry Doennig, 
Bobbie Augspurger.  

 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                               ELDER KATHY MORRISS 
Moderator of General Council, Elder Kathy Morriss made the following motions: 

o That the first presbytery meeting of 2019 be moved from February 23 to March 2 to accommodate the 
Stated Clerk’s request to officiate at her niece’s wedding.  Motion was approved. 
 

o That $15,000 be allocated for the 2019 budget for the Small Church Residency program in John Calvin 
Presbytery.  Motion was approved. 
 

o That presbytery affirm the leadership model of shared executive role and initiate a search for a pastoral 
presbyter at 60% of full-time.    Motion was approved. 
 

o That presbytery affirm continuing the relationship with Melana Scruggs as governance presbyter at 60% of 
full-time.  Motion was approved. 
 

o That presbytery elect the following persons to serve as the search team for the pastoral presbyter: 
  Eltjen Flikkema, Ruling Elder, Trinity PCUSA Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
  Jack Cormack, Teaching Elder, Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
  Janice Zanders, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Rolla, Missouri 
  Sallie Beard, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri 
  Jane Huffstetler, Teaching Elder, Honorably Retired,  Moderator of Team 
                         Motion was approved. 
 

o That in the transition time, Melana Scruggs and Gail Wilson keep track of hours and that Administrative 
Ministries Committee be permitted to compensate for overtime hours at current hourly rate, funds to be 
taken from the Pastoral Presbyter salary budget line.  Motion was approved 
 

o That $10,000 be added to the 2018 budget of Presbytery to be used for expenses of the Pastoral Presbyter 
Search Team.   Motion was approved. 

 
The prayer shawl was given to a representative of First Presbyterian Church, Nevada, Missouri, the site of 
the August 6 presbytery meeting. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Approved the docket for the May 17, 2018 stated meeting of presbytery. 
2. Reviewed the financial statements. 
3. Approved the grant request of $50,000 from First Presbyterian, Fort Scott, Kansas. 
4. Contracted with Susan Rosenbaum for bookkeeping and financial oversight, with support from the treasurer 

of presbytery, beginning January 1, 2018 and continuing after her retirement as pastoral presbyter, up to 15 
hours per month. 
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5. Requested the Pastoral Presbyter and Stated Clerk to share concerns regarding per capita increase for 
General Assembly with our commissioners and to draft a letter for Council to send to the Office of General 
Assembly.  

6. Sent a letter to the Office of General Assembly from General Council stating our concerns about the steep 
increase in per capita giving to GA beginning in 2019. (The letter can be found below) 

7. Elected Shannon Simmons, member of Crane Presbyterian church, Crane, Missouri, as YAAD for 2018 
General Assembly after Lawson Wiatrak had to withdraw due to college obligations. 

 
********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 

 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                                                 JIM HOLT 
Jim gave a report of the financial situation of presbytery, along with the Per Capita and Shared Mission giving.  He 
announced that presbytery gave First Presbyterian Fort Scott, Kansas a transformation grant, and gave Peacemaking 
grants to First Presbyterian Church Rolla, Missouri, Westminster Presbyterian Church Springfield, Missouri, 
Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church Springfield, Missouri and to Crocker Presbyterian Church Crocker Missouri. 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT              REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 
Moderator of Administrative Ministries Committee moved the following motion that the financial statements for 
the first quarter of 2018 be filed for review.  Motion approved. 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1.   Participated in joint meeting with General Council to discuss plans and process for moving forward after 
 the retirement of Susan Rosenbaum. 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
1.  The committee will conduct an exit interview with Susan Rosenbaum before her retirement date. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 
MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE REPORT   
Jack Cormack moved that John Calvin Presbytery donate $1,000 to Presbyterian Church of Pakistan for the fund to 
help support local pastors.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 
Actions taken: 

1) We have given away $1283 of $1500 in camp scholarships 
2) Partnership Proposal from Dr. Majid Abel, Moderator of Presbyterian Church in Pakistan: 

a. Request Presbytery donate $1000 to the PCP from leadership development  
b. We will invite Dr. Abel to the presbytery meeting on 5/17. If he can attend, Jack Cormack will 

introduce him during our allotted committee time on the docket. 
c. The committee will further review a mission partnership with the PCP 

3) Equipping the Saints October 12, 2019 
a. Dr. Rodger Nishioka will be our keynote speaker addressing ministry to youth and young adults 

4) Peacemakers 
a. Choices for this in order of preference: Cindy Correll, Jerome Bizimana, Mary Mikhael 
b. Committee may need someone else to host the peacemaker this fall because John Nipper will be 

traveling over some of the potential dates. Address at a later meeting when we know the final 
details. 
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5) Presbytery Meeting in August – Edward Thompson will have the full educational time to bring information 
from the Board of Pensions 

 
 

The motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved.   
 
Prayer to close the day, was offered by the Reverend Diane Cooke at 2:00 p.m. 


