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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

180th STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 

      JJJJoyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      CCCCommitted to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      PPPPrepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 

 
The 180th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Alexandra 
Rodgers.  Alex introduced the Reverend Terri Summers-Minette, pastor of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church of 
Springfield, Missouri.  Terri gave the opening prayer and welcomed all in attendance.  Terri introduced Elder Fred 
Palmerton who spoke of the mission and ministry of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church.   
 
Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 
 
The Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley pastor and Elder Rob Heberer of First Presbyterian Church Rolla Missouri were 
appointed as the meeting pages and tellers to tally votes.  The Reverend Greg Ferree and Elder Kendall Vickers 
of First Presbyterian Church Nevada Missouri served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to 
transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as 
many ruling elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling 
elders.”) 
 

 
COMMUNITY 

 
CHURCH 

 
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present  

Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Stanley, Larry 

Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 

Branson, MO First Presbyterian Willcox, Tom Present Spicer, Gary 

Branson, MO First Presbyterian ----------------------- -------- Budnick, Bill 

Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 

Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Excused Absent 

Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 

Columbus, KS First Presbyterian Powell, Dale Excused Thiele, Tom 

Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Arnold, Jerry 

Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Marso, Alan 

Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 

Everton, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, Tom Present Absent 

Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Carter, Margaret 

Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 

Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present Jackson, Linda 

Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 

Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
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Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Howell, Michael 

Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Toland, Nancy 

Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Vacant Vacant   

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Present Whittington, Lorraine 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  -------------------- --------   

Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Powers, Emmett Absent   

Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused   

Monett, MO First Presbyterian Vincent, Bill Present   

Monett, MO Waldensian Presbyterian Evans, Vicki Present Casper, Terri 

Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Cole, Charlotte 

Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Present Samuels, Margaret 

Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present   

Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent   

Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present  Shultz, Ann 

Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Vickers, Kendall 

Oswego, KS First Presbyterian Lorenz, Debi Absent Absent 

Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Present Branstetter, Cynthia 

Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Rodgers, Alexandra Present Sheldon, Marlene 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Mayo, Cheryl 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ----------   

Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant   

Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Heberer, Rob 

Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Present   

Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant   

Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Johnson, John Present Godfrey, Kelly 

Springfield, MO Covenant Presbyterian Williams, Christopher Present Molnar, Mollie 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary, PCUSA    Huffstetler, Jane Present Kick, Beth 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary   Gentle, Julia 

Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Present Tureard, Karen 

Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Summers-Minette, Terri Present DeGeere, Connie 

Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Present Scott, Ted 

Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 

Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present   

Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Klingensmith, Phil 

Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Tranabarger, John Present   

Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Gray, Paul Excused   

West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Absent   

Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Wright, Mary Present   

Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Buwalda, Paul 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Kimberlin, Ken Present -------------------------- 

------------------------- Member at Large Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present -------------------------- 

------------------------- Member at Large Roberts, Matthew Present -------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John Present -------------------------- 

------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
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PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Rodgers, Alex Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Morriss, Kathy Present 
General Council moderator Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator   
Committee on Ministry Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Williams, Rich Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 
VISITORS 

Bay, Emmi Bay, John Beisner,Freda Bunwalda, Dee 

Dugan, Charlotte Evans, Lloyd Forkner, Joyce Kwantes, Mary 

Leonard, Susan Morriss, Todd  Samuels, Bobby Snodgrass, Eileen 

Zanders, Janice       

        
HOST VOLUNTEERS: 

 Butler, Larry Covey, Bill Covey, Cindy Downing, Jim 

 Garten, Barbara Hackett, Nancy  Hanson, Marcia Heslin, Covey 

Heslin, Heather Heslin, Jeremy Heslin, Tyce Hutchins, Dianne 

McCullough, Jennifer Meester, Diane Meester, Norm Miller, Alex 

Miller, Cathy Miller, Sammy Morrissey, Mary Palmerton, Fred 

Palmerton, Jolene Riggs, DeAnn Scott, Sonja Throne, Leonard 

Zweerink, Randy    

 
 
 
FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the August 3, 2015 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved. 
Motion seconded and approved 
 
 
2.  That the docket be approved.  Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 
 

DOCKET   
180th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Hillcrest Presbyterian Church 
Springfield, Missouri 

November 7, 2015 
 

  9:15 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
  9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Reverend Alex Rodgers, Moderator  

     Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – Reverend Teri Summers-Minette  
     Ministry and Mission of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church  
     Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
     Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and  Resolutions Committee      

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
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     Approval of the minutes of August 3, 2015 Stated Meeting  
     Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
     Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

9:50 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

Board of Pensions Regional Representative – Edward Thompson 
Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

     Reverend Jane Huffstetler preaching  
11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Small group discussion around dismissals  

   
12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH    
12:45 p.m. 

  12:55 p.m. 
Hymn sing and Prayer 
Report of the Pastoral Presbyter – Reverend Susan Rosenbaum 

    
    C 

1:00 p.m. 
1:40 p.m. 
1:50 p.m. 
2:00 p.m.        

Report of Committee on Ministry – Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd 
Prayer with congregations who are dismissed/dissolved 
Report of General Council – Reverend Dennis Winzenried 
Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt 

    D 
 

   E 
    F 

2:10 p.m.  Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Elder John Moore    G   
2:25 p.m. Report of Mission & Nurture Committee – Reverend Rich Williams  
2:35 p.m. Prayer for the Presbytery and the churches beginning anew  

   2:45 p.m. We Go Out as a Celebrating, Worshiping Community - Adjournment  
   

 
 
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
  The Reverend Edward Thompson, member of Heartland Presbytery 
  The Reverend Linda Whitworth-Reed, member of Arkansas Presbytery 
  The Reverend David Reed, member of Arkansas Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
 

4. That the consent agenda, pages labeled B in your packet, be approved.   
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
From the Stated Clerk’s Report – Packet 1, A 
 
* 1. That the report of the COR for 2015 be received: 
  
The Committee on Representation has met, and we want to give our thanks to the Nominating Committee and 
General Council for being very diligent in keeping the various committees as diverse as possible. JCP covers 
such a large geographical area that a couple of committees don’t have equal male/female, elder/clergy 
representation but this year, we are closer than ever to having equal representation. The Committee on 
Representation and General Council will continue to work diligently to achieve fair representation. The total 
numbers are as follows:  40 male / 41 female / 42 Teaching Elders / 38 Ruling Elders / 1 lay.  
 
The Committee on Representation would like to thank the following Class of 2015 for their service to John 
Calvin Presbytery. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE 
Ed Wuch, Dennis Winzenried, Sallie Beard 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
Jim Tranbarger, Julie Mercer-Kidd, Tom Willcox, Mike Garrett, Sharon Marsh, Charlotte Dugan 
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 
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Chris Williams, Toni Spieth 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Fred Palmerton, Ellen Brantley, Judy Wyrick 
COMMITTEE ON REPRESENATION 
Shannon Simmons, Pat Burton 
MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE 
Rich Williams, Marlene Sheldon, Rodney Peters, Alex Rodgers, Kathy Morriss, Steve Wise 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT ALLEGATIONS 
Diane Cooke, John Keith 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT INVESTAGATION TEAM 
Charlotte Cole, Walt Hamer 
PERMANENT JUDICAL COMMISSION 
Dick Menzel, Diane Cooke 

 
From the Report of the Committee on Ministry – Packet 1, F 
 
*1. That Ruling Elder Tim Oster be approved to serve as supply at Bethany Presbyterian Joplin Missouri while 
he takes CRE courses, beginning October 16, 2015, for one year, with the following terms: 

Salary        $1000/month 
The church will pay for tuition and books for courses through Dubuque Seminary 
4 weeks of vacation 
2 weeks study leave 

 
*2.  That the Reverend Steve Traw be approved as supply for Carlyle Presbyterian Carlyle Missouri for 2016 
with the following terms of call: 

Salary   $100 weekly 
Mileage reimbursement at IRS rate 
4 weeks of vacation. 

 
*3   That the Reverend John Johnson be approved as supply for First Presbyterian Aurora Missouri beginning 
December 1, 2015 with the following terms of call: 

Salary/Housing  $8400 
Mileage   $3900 
4 weeks of vacation 
2 weeks continuing education 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk made the announcement that Andrew Chaney has renounced the 
jurisdiction of the PCUSA effective August 20, 2015.  No charges were pending. 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
 
1. The 2013 Minutes of John Calvin Presbytery were approved with one exception by the Synod of Mid-
America, on March 2, 2015. 
 
2. Each year the Stated Clerk reports a list of those members who have served in the past on the Permanent 
Judicial Commission and when their term expired.  That list is as follows: 
 

Class of 2007:    The Reverend Rodney Peters   
The Reverend Barry Williams 

Class of 2009:    John Dolence, First Presbyterian Neosho Missouri 
The Reverend Christine Iannucelli 
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Stephanie O’Neal, Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Willard Missouri 
Class of 2011:     Connie Banwart, First Presbyterian Fort Scott Kansas 

    Jerry Redfern, First and Calvary Presbyterian Springfield Missouri 
Class of 2013:  The Reverend Greg Esselman 

    Ruling Elder Tom Foval, First Presbyterian Church Mountain View Missouri 
 Class of 2015  Teaching Elder, the Reverend Richard Menzel 
    Teaching Elder, the Reverend Diane Cooke 
 
3. The minute and roll book for Ozark Presbyterian Church were reviewed and approved without exception. 
 
4. The Office of the General Assembly sent the presbytery a check for $10,000 to help with legal fees in the case 
of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church v. John Calvin Presbytery. 
 
 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR GOVERNANCE PRESBYTER/STATED CLERK 
Nov. 1, 2014-Oct. 31, 2015 
 

• Attended 27 Presbytery committee meetings 

• Attended or moderated 16 session meetings (other than Crane) 

• Attended 22 Discernment team meetings or trainings 

• Provided 5 trainings, including clerk of session training, officer training, and communion service 

training for ruling elders. 

• Had 7 visits with pastors, most to address some form of conflict 

• Facilitated 3 PNC’s 

• Prepared and posted documents for 5 presbytery meetings 

• Worked with two churches in conflict with a total of 21 meetings 

• Participated in 12 meetings/phone calls regarding current litigation and have searched for documents 

in support of that process 

• Attended GA/Synod gatherings: Stated Clerk gathering in Synod, Annual Presbytery minute review, and 

Polity Conference in Portland, OR 

• Participated in Presbytery events including two funerals; 2014 choirfest at Southminster; Office days in 

Willard, Pittsburg, Kimberling City, Ft. Scott, Rolla and Southminster; Mike Hill’s ordination service; the 

Board of Pensions Pre-retirement seminar; the Ash Grove Anniversary celebration 

• Helped clear out the presbytery office 

• Reorganized the Stated Clerk’s files in the office at the Crane church 

• Took the stand in Greene County court on behalf of the presbytery 

• Performed annual clerk duties including: paperwork for pastor transitions; work with pastors and 

clerks to prepare annual reports for presbytery and GA statistical reports; approve MIFs and PIFs  

 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
 

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The sermon was delivered by the Reverend Jane Huffstetler based on Isaiah 40: 1 - 11.  The Reverend Terri 
Minette-Summers and the Reverend John Johnson presided at the table and along with the Elders of Hillcrest 
Presbyterian Church served Holy Communion. Music was provided by the Hillcrest Presbyterian Sanctuary Choir, 
Director of Music Ministry, Jennifer McCullough, Assistant Music Minister, Jo Lynne Palmerton and the 
Reverend Mary Wright.  The offering collected totaled $ 750  
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********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 
BOARD OF PENSIONS              REVEREND EDWARD THOMPSON 
Board of Pensions Regional Representative Edward Thompson spoke to the group about updates within Board 
of Pensions. 
 
 
UPDATE ON THE CONTINUING CHURCH FIRST AND CALVARY PCUSA 
Stated Clerk, Melana Scurggs began by saying: 
 You’ll remember at our August meeting we declared that a schism existed at First and Calvary 
Presbyterian Church.  On August 16 the congregation voted to disaffiliate with the PC(USA). They did not know 
where they were going but they disaffiliated anyway and stated that it was immediate.  The vote was somewhere 
around 462 to 180.  We have since been working with “Continuing Church of First and Calvary Presbyterian 
PCUSA”and I will let Jane Huffstetler speak to you about their progress in a bit. 
 You also know that four days after the August Presbytery Meeting we went to court about a temporary 
restraining order that had been placed on the Presbytery to preclude us from putting locks on their doors or 
taking their checkbook or any number of things we had no intention to do.  The judge decided that there was 
enough possibility that the General Assembly would order us to do that and the restraining order became 
permanent.  The litigation regarding the property is still at play. Our attorney has made a motion to dismiss 
which will be heard in two weeks, at which point we will know where we stand.  With ongoing litigation there is 
very little I can say, but if you have some particular questions I will let you know if I can answer them. 
 
 
The Reverend Jane Huffstetler: 
 At the August Presbytery meeting you elected an administrative commission for the purpose of walking 
along beside the people of First and Calvary as they dealt with the schism and the differences within the church. 
We weren’t really allowed to do that.  Along with myself two other members of that commission are present 
today, Bill Havens and Dave Burgess.  Sam Stover and Connie Banwart were also on the commission.  So what 
we did was walk along-side the remnant.  
 Thursday night after that vote was taken, Westminster Presbyterian Church opened its doors to us and 
there was a meeting with the remnant to see where they were, and what they wanted.  Did they want to continue 
as a worshiping community?  Of course there was a lot of pain, anger and upset, but there was also a lot of hope.  
Out of that meeting came the desire to become a continuing worshiping community of the PCUSA. 
 Sunday, August 23 at 2 o’clock in the afternoon we became a worshiping community. The Presbytery 
asked me to be Pulpit Supply, my husband took care of the music and we worshiped together and have 
continued now for 11weeks.  We are about to have our 12th worship together. 
 The Administrative Commission appointed a nominating committee and they have come up with 9 
Elders and 9 Deacons, who were elected unanimously by the congregation at a congregational meeting, that are 
now functioning including establishing committees and ministries.  One of the women of the congregation 
organized Presbyterian Women with 5 circles in place. 
 We have an average attendance of 120-130 in worship on Sunday afternoons.  They are collecting 
offerings, have elected a Treasurer and completed and filed their 501C3.  They are proceeding decently and in 
order. We now have a P. O. Box address. 
 I would like to say a word about the congregation of Westminster Presbyterian who opened their doors 
wide without a nickel in compensation.  The “Continuing Church of First and Calvary Presbyterian PCUSA” 
has made several offers of compensation and the response is always, No, not one nickel!  What a blessing that 
is!  That reminds us of how wonderful it is to be connected to one another.  
 The demographics of the congregation is all ages.  We have Adult Sunday School and are organizing 
Sunday School for children, our first youth group meeting Wednesday night next and a choir of 28! 
 Bill Havens has come on board as pastoral care interim.  He takes care of hospital visits, organized the 
deacons and pastoral care ministry team.  I serve with joy this “Continuing Church of First and Calvary 
Presbyterian PCUSA” and look forward to what they will be doing in the future. 
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The morning session was adjourned with prayer for lunch offered by the Reverend Ellen Brantley prior 
to joining their small groups for Educational Time. 
 
EDUCATIONAL TIME 
Presbyters were dismissed to their small groups for educational time. 
 A – H:   Led by Dave Burgess, and Mary Wright  
 I  – Q:   Led by K.O. Noonoo and Julie Mercer-Kidd 
 R – Z:   Led by Jared Witt and Diane Cooke 
 
 
The afternoon was called to order at 12:45 p.m. with a hymn sing and prayer offered by moderator 
Alexandra Rodgers. 
 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                      THE REVEREND GREG FERREE 
             And ELDER, KENDALL VICKERS 
 We come to the church called Hillcrest on our “almost” day of rest. 

 The beauty of the drive continues as we arrive. 

 You welcome us to park, at the door, at the tables 

 Our caffeine and sugar you surely enable. 

 For worship, there’s comfortable space, for talking, there’s ample place. 

 In our meeting, there was meaning, 

 At our leaving, Hillcrest’ll be cleaning. 

 For our day, with such good attitude, 

 We shall all … express our gratitude. 
 

 

 

PASTORAL PRESBYTER’S REPORT       THE REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 
Susan announced the “Revival of Flat John Calvin”.  A picture presentation followed showing the travels of Flat 
John Calvin.  Pictures will be posted on the website for all to guess the locations of Flat John Calvin.  The 
winner that guesses the most correctly will receive a “John Calvin – Bobble-Head” 
 
The Pastoral Presbyter’s yearly report follows: 

Pastoral Presbyter Yearly Report 
10-1-2014 to 9-30-2015 
 

• Visited thirty-six churches, preaching at Hillcrest Presbyterian Church in Springfield, Ebenezer 
Presbyterian Church in Greenfield, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Church in Mt. Vernon, First Presbyterian 
Church in West Plains, Southminster Presbyterian Church in Springfield (three and 1/2 month bridge 
pastor), St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Kimberling City, First Presbyterian Church in Iola, First 
Presbyterian Church in Chanute, Bethany Presbyterian Church in Joplin,  and First Presbyterian Church 
in Columbus. 
  

• Visited with thirty-two pastors. 
 

• Attended seven events in the bounds of the Presbytery: Installation of Jared Witt at Fort Scott Kansas. 
Installation of Charley Shurtz at Southminster Presbyterian Springfield Missouri, Laurie Foos’ 
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Ordination in Ozark Presbyterian Ozark Missouri, Mike Hill’s Ordination at Hillcrest Presbyterian 
Springfield Missouri, the funeral of Jean Skillings, wife of Reverend John Wesley Skillings, and 150th 
anniversaries of Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Springfield Missouri and First Presbyterian Church Iola 
Kansas. 
 

• Helped clean out the office of the Presbytery. 
 

• Interpreted CVI results for each member of COM and the session of Southminster Presbyterian Church. 
 

• Attended one denominational event: Polity Conference 
  

•               Attended 100 meetings in the Presbytery including regular meetings with the Transitional pastors. 
 

• Attended two denominational meetings of EP Forum 
 

• Was coached monthly. 
 

• Collected and posted Shared Mission monthly. 
 

• Work with KPM and accountant on financials. 
 

• Attended monthly Presbytery Day meetings around JCP. 
 

• Facilitated three PNC’s 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINSTRY    THE REVEREND JULIE MERCER-KIDD 
The first item before the presbyters was that Linda Whitworth-Reed be examined for membership in the 
presbytery and for approval as designated pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Iola Kansas, beginning November 
8, 2015 with the following terms of call: 
 

Salary 31,000.00 
Housing allowance   2,400.00 
Deferred Income (403B)   2,400.00 
Manse rental value 13,200.00 
Effective salary   49,000.00 
Board of Pensions   17,885.00 
Continuing Education     1,500.00 
Auto allowance at IRS rate 3,000.00 
Professional Expenses   500.00 
Social Security offset   3,564.90 
Total cost   75,449.90 
2 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  

 
Julie asked Nancy Toland of First Presbyterian Church Iola Kansas to come forward and speak about the search 
for a pastor. Nancy then introduced Linda Whitworth-Reed to the crowd. 
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Julie asked the first question and after the answer, the floor was opened to questions.  The motion to arrest the 
examination was made and seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Linda was escorted from the room, discussion and questions ensued from the floor.  The motion was made to 
sustain the examination and to approve Linda Whitworth-Reed for membership in John Calvin 
Presbytery and approve her as designated pastor at First Presbyterian Church Iola Kansas and approve 
the terms of call as printed.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
Linda returned to the room accompanied by welcoming applause.  Greg Ferree prayed for Linda Whitworth-
Reed and her ministry at First Presbyterian Church Iola Kansas. 
 

SUPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
 

The Reverend Linda Whitworth-Reed  
CURRENT: Transitional Pastor, Grace Presbyterian Church of Little Rock AR  
PREVIOUS: Pastor First Presbyterian Church of McAllen TX; Co-pastor First Presbyterian Church of McAllen                 
FAMILY: (spouse) The Rev. David Reed, stated supply pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Lonoke AR.  
HOBBIES/SPECIAL INTERESTS: learning to play the harp, singing, gardening, learning, traveling  
DENOMINATIONAL SERVICE:  
- Ad hoc and member/secretary, Congregational Care and Development Committee, Presbytery of Arkansas;  
- Member, New Church Development and Redevelopment Committee, Mission Presbytery;  
- Member, Representation Committee, Mission Presbytery  
- Commissioner, Administrative Commission for Mission Presbytery for San Pablo Presbyterian Church           
  (Brownsville TX). 
  
SIGNIFICANT RECENT CONTINUING EDUCATION:  
2013-15   Family Systems Conference (with Instructors: Mickie Crimone, Peter Steinke, Doug Hester, David 

   Jones & Trisha Taylor), Mo Ranch, Hunt TX, 4-day intensive in January  
2014     Genuine Contact Way one-day seminar with Birgitt Williams (Nov 17), in Little Rock AR.  
2011-15   Doug Hester, Ministry Leadership Concepts (Bowen Family Systems training), September-May in  

   San Antonio TX, Kingsville TX, and Little Rock AR.  
2012        Ray Jones, “Compassionate Evangelism – Sharing Our Love, Sharing Our Faith, Mo Ranch, Hunt TX  

    (Feb 19-21).  
2011        Interim Training (PCUSA), Montreat NC (August 28-September 2).  
2011        Barbara Brown Taylor, BBT at Mo, Mo Ranch, Hunt TX (Feb 4-6).  
2011        Roy Oswald, Emotional Intelligence 5-day seminar, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  
2010        Eric Hoey, “Deep and Wide” Evangelism Seminar, Mo Ranch, Hunt TX (February 7-9).  
2009     National Hispanic Presbyterian Pastors’ Conference, The Legacy of John Calvin (Seminario de         

   Desarrollo Pastoral, El Legado de Juan Calvino), San Juan, Puerto Rico (July 29-August 3) – All      
   lectures and activities in Spanish.  

2009        Roy Oswald, One in Christ: How Thriving Congregations Manage Polarity, Mo Ranch, Hunt TX  
   (February 15-17).  

1991-93   Neurolinguistic Study Program, beginner and practitioner training, Dallas TX.  
 
ADDITIONAL THINGS YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR COLLEAGUES IN MINISTRY TO KNOW: Much 
of my early career life was spent following my husband in his career, later including helping with two new church 
developments. I have taught French, Spanish and English as a Second Language. I have taught adults how to use 
computers and computer systems for EDS (including off-site teaching at NASA and the Navaho Reservation in 
Leupp AZ) and IBM. My responsibilities also included technical writing and team lead/project management work. 
I love reading Frederick Buechner, Robert Farrar Capon, Barbara Brown Taylor and Richard Rohr and the like. I 
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am Presbyterian through and through. I love playing with words, every pun intended. And I love seeing possibility 
and encouraging potential.  
 

Faith Statement 
John Calvin defines faith as “a firm and certain knowledge of God’s benevolence toward us, founded upon the 
truth of the freely given promise in Christ, both revealed to our minds and sealed upon our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit” (Institutes, III, ii, 7)  

Credo! I give my heart, trust, loyalty, and vision to God.  
I believe that God is one, revealed to us as Creator (Father), Redeemer (Jesus the Christ), and Sustainer 

(Holy Spirit).  
I believe that God is the Loving Creator of Light and all things, seen and unseen, in the cosmos and 

beyond.  
I believe that all of creation is within God’s concern and control, that God is in constant interaction with 

all and longs for communion/relationship with humankind.  
I believe that each person is uniquely created in the image of God.  
I believe that Jesus the Christ is the Son of God, and I recognize him as my Lord and Savior. Jesus is 

Divine and Human. We know God’s love and grace through the life of Jesus. And we know life in God’s grace 
through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. Anyone who believes in the Christ can call God “Abba” (Daddy).  

I believe that we know God’s constant presence through Holy Spirit, as Comforter, Encourager, 
Counselor and Sustainer.  

I believe that God, through Christ and the presence of Holy Spirit, gives us the strength to endure all 
things.  

I believe that, as God’s people, we are called to action: to love God, to love ourselves and to love each 
other. By acting in love, we are, therefore called to be loving and resourceful stewards of God’s people and of 
God’s gift of the creation.  

I believe that God is revealed to us through the power of the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal and in the created 
world. Faithful people in each generation seek to understand God in the context of their corporate and personal 
histories (faith seeking understanding).  

I believe that the sacraments are means of grace. Baptism is a sign of our in-grafting into the kingdom of 
God as God’s children. Through communion Christ’s redemption is present with us as we share the feast of 
bread and wine with all believers at the Lord’s Table.  

Whether we live or die, we belong to God.  
Belief – giving our hearts to God – is transforming… and transformed lives transform lives. 
 

 
The next item was that the Reverend David Reed be examined and received as an honorably retired member of 
John Calvin Presbytery.  David was introduced to the group.  Julie asked the first question after David answered 
the floor was opened for questions. 
 
The motion was made to arrest the examination.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
David was escorted from the room and discussion ensued.  The motion was made to sustain the examination 
and approve David Reed as an honorably retired member of John Calvin Presbytery.  Seconded.  Motion 
approved. 
 
David returned to the room and was welcomed into John Calvin Presbytery with applause.  Julie Mercer-Kidd 
prayed for his ministry in John Calvin Presbytery. 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: 
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Presbytery of Arkansas Minister Member, The Reverend David Reed, Honorably retired since October 2012  
 
CURRENT: stated supply pastor First Presbyterian Church of Lonoke, Arkansas  
 
PREVIOUS: Interim senior pastor, New Braunfels Presbyterian Church, New Braunfels, TX, co-pastor, First 
Presbyterian Church of McAllen, interim pastor, Central Presbyterian Church, Waco, TX, organizing pastor, 
Community Presbyterian Church, Corinth, TX, organizing pastor, Church of the Redeemer, Alabaster, AL, pastor, 
Blackshear Presbyterian Church, Blackshear, GA  
 
FAMILY: The Reverend Linda Whitworth-Reed, transitional pastor, Grace Presbyterian Church of Little Rock, 
Arkansas.  
 
HOBBIES/SPECIAL INTERESTS: jazz piano, singing, woodworking, reading.  
 
DENOMINATIONAL SERVICE: member, Resource Center Committee, Presbytery of Arkansas, nominating 
committee, Mission Presbytery, general council and moderator, Presbytery Life Committee, Grace Presbytery, 
member New Church Development committees, Shephards & Lapsley & Savanah Presbyteries.  
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION: interim training, various adventures in family systems theory, a few stewardship 
training events, various biblical studies continuing education opportunities at Austin Seminary, Acts 16:5 training, 
a Renovaré conference, San Antonio, and emotional intelligence training with Roy Oswald of the Alban Institute.  
 
ADDITIONAL THINGS YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR COLLEAGUES IN MINISTRY TO KNOW:  
I worked for Apple Computer from 1978 – 1985 and was on the Macintosh launch team in 1984; My business 
card used to say, “right-brain adrift in a left brain world;” so, I’m a bit of a geek; I love the writings of Frederick 
Buechner. I enjoy making mission style furniture in my woodshop and spend time arranging and recording songs 
in my music studio. 
 

Statement of Faith 
God is one triune God forever and ever: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three distinct persons, united and inseparable, 
immanent and transcendent. God is never confined to this world, nor can human language ever completely express 
God’s greatness. God has always been there in history and God has a covenantal relationship with us even today. 
God does not need us, yet, God loves us unconditionally for we are the children of God.  
 
Even though we separate ourselves from God, God never forsakes us. By God’s grace we are continually called 
to repentance, forgiveness, trust, and obedience. God loves us long before we are ever able to love God or others.  
 
God is revealed to us in Jesus of Nazareth. By looking at this historical person – his birth, life, death, and 
resurrection – we come to know God more fully. Jesus Christ is the living God who died, suffering all the pain of 
human existence, giving himself for the sins of the whole world.  
His resurrection from the dead is the Easter message for all of creation. Christ is risen! Hallelujah! He will come 
again in triumph. Through the atoning work of the risen Lord, all who turn and follow him are saved by grace 
through faith.  
 
The most intimate way God relates with us is as God the Spirit. The Spirit is that person of God who gives us 
discernment and faith in God’s promises. The Spirit works in us to convict us of sin and helps us to understand 
who God is and who we are as God’s children. The Spirit enables us to participate in Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection so that we may be brought into a more perfect relationship with God. Just as God’s coming among 
us as Jesus Christ was necessary for the atonement and redemption of the world, so too, God, the Holy Spirit’s 
work is necessary for God’s redeeming grace to become salvation in us. The work of the Spirit – conviction of 
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sin, knowledge of God’s forgiveness, the many spiritual gifts, including the gift of belief, new life in Christ, and 
transformation – all are a part of what we call “salvation.”  
 
The sacraments are signs of Christ’s power and presence with us and represent God’s “being in act” in our midst. 
They were instituted by God, ordained by Christ Jesus. Baptism accepts us and claims us as the children of God. 
In Baptism we also participate in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Dying to all that separates us from God, we are 
raised to new life in Christ. And, Baptism marks us as God’s own, making us members of the Body of Christ, 
partakers in God’s covenant of grace. The Lord’s Supper continues the work begun in Baptism. The Lord’s Supper 
is the sign and seal of our communion with our crucified and risen Lord. It is the joyful feast of the people of God, 
calling us to be ever grateful to God the Father, remember the salvific acts of God the Son, and to be continually 
renewed and empowered by God the Spirit.  
 
The church is the Body of Christ in Holy Communion with God. The work of the Holy Spirit brings us into that 
communion. The church is the sign of the reign of God in the world today and proclaims God’s promise for the 
future. Into this holy and universal church, God calls us to be in community and to minister with each other as we 
worship the one triune God. The church is called to bear witness to and proclaim the good news of God’s 
reconciling love in the world through Jesus Christ; to show compassion as Jesus did for everyone we meet; to 
commit ourselves to work for justice and peace for all; to be good stewards of God’s good creation; to trust God 
completely; and to be sustained continually by the power of God’s presence in the world.  
 

- The Rev. David Reed, this is my statement of faith 
 
 
 
Julie moved that presbytery approve and celebrate the honorable retirement of the Reverend John 
Johnson as of December. 31, 2015.  Motion approved.  
 
Julie invited Susan Rosenbaum to come forward and say a few words about John Johnson and his work. 
 
 
Moderator, Julie Mercer-Kidd moved that First Presbyterian Church Everton Missouri be dissolved so that they 
can begin a community church and that presbytery donate the building to them.  Motion approved. 
 
 
Julie moved that Walt Hamer be dismissed to Mid-America Presbytery of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 
if the way be clear.  Motion approved. 
 
 
The moderator of Committee on Ministry, Julie Mercer-Kidd moved that First Presbyterian Church Branson 
Missouri be dismissed to the Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians, if the way be clear, and that we 
accept their offer of continued support as outlined below and allow them to leave with their property. 
 
First Presbyterian Church Branson Missouri covenants to continue to support the mission and ministry of John 
Calvin Presbytery financially by giving a decreasing portion of our regular Presbytery Mission support and the 
presbytery portion of the per capita. For us that totals $8,764.75 in 2015. We would propose giving 80% of that 
number in 2016, 60% in 2017, 40% in 2018 and 20% in 2019.  
 
2015: 
Presbytery Mission - - - - - - - - - -  $5,200.00 
Presbytery Portion of Per Capita - $3,564.75 
                                           Total -  $8,764.75 
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2016:  
80% of $8,764.75 = $7,011.80 
2017: 
60% of $8,764.75 = $5,258.85 
2018: 
40% of $8,764.75 = $3,505.90 
2019: 
20% of $8,764.75 = $1,752.95 
 
Motion was approved. 
 
 
It was noted that First Presbyterian Church Branson Missouri was aided in the discernment process by the team 
of Terri Summers-Minette, Bob Simpson, Brian Fogle, Bob Field, Phyllis Winzenried, Sam Stover and Bill 
Havens.   
 
The Reverend Tom Willcox pastor of First Presbyterian Church Branson Missouri was invited to come forward 
and say a few words about their decision. 
 
 I want it to be known that for myself personally, if there was a way to accomplish this and remain a part 

of this presbytery I would do that immediately, because I consider you all as friends and colleagues and have 

enjoyed nearly every minute of our time together. Perhaps God likes symmetry because Hillcrest Church was 

where I was examined and approved for my call at Branson. 

 I do see us as part of one church and rather than thinking of this as something negative, I see it as being 

brother and sister of the same church. 

 I would like to model what it looks like when folks are able to remain friends and colleagues in ministry 

even if we are not in the same denomination. 

 I can speak for the congregation of First Presbyterian Church Branson in saying they have felt a very 

positive connection to the presbytery.  They have been grateful for the grace, wisdom and compassion shown by 

Committee on Ministry, by presbytery leadership and staff and the discernment team that came together with us.  

It has been a process that has been God-honoring that has blessed the members of First Presbyterian church 

Branson. I think you all should be commended for being one of the few presbyteries I know of anywhere in this 

country that sees representing Christ in a process like this as the highest goal.  I believe this presbytery does 

that well. 

 

 
Greg Ferree, Teaching Elder serving at First Presbyterian Church Nevada Missouri. 
 Tom, if you were retiring or leaving the presbytery for a new call we would say a few nice things about 
you. I am new on Committee on Ministry and during that time I served on COM you came on as Moderator.  
Not knowing you very well except for that committee relationship, I want to express my appreciation of your 
leadership and bearing, your Christian witness and your ability to express well, in some very difficult and 
sometimes awkward but discerning ways.  I want to appreciate you for that and for the relationships we have 
had and to say that it was good work you did for the Committee on Ministry and for John Calvin Presbytery. 
 
 
Moderator Julie Mercer-Kidd explained the next motion by saying that Committee on Ministry elected an 
Administrative Commission to work with the “Continuing Church, First and Calvary PCUSA to serve as the 
session during that time.  It seems appropriate that John Calvin Presbytery affirm the action of Committee on 
Ministry and the Administrative Commission. 
 



John Calvin Presbytery                                      One Hundred Eightieth Stated Meeting 
November 7, 2015                                                      Hillcrest Presbyterian Church 
                                                                     Springfield, Missouri 
 

15 
 

Julie moved that John Calvin Presbytery affirm the action of the Administrative Commission serving as 
session for the “Continuing Church – First and Calvary PCUSA.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
 
Julie moved to hear the progress of the “Continuing Church-First and Calvary PCUSA from Elder Beth 
Kick and Elder Julia Gentle. 
 
Beth Kick: 
 The huge thing we have to say is Thank you!  Without you we would be 150 people going in bits and 
pieces to different churches.  We would be confused and upset, but the way it has happened is that you all have 
been there for us.  You have made it possible for us to meet, to continue to be a church.  You had the vision that 
it was possible and showed us the way.  It has been a wonderful blessing. 

On behalf of our congregation, the session, and our board of deacons I say thank you to all of you.  To 
Committee on Ministry for all the support you have given.  To Melana Scruggs, who has fielded untold numbers 
of phone calls, texts and emails.  She has been there with us in meetings, over and over asking us what we 
wanted.  To the Administrative Commission who met Sunday after Sunday with us.  Offering us so much 
wisdom about how to go forward and what we needed to do.  To Susan Rosenbaum who has helped us with our 
offering and financial set-up. Thank you to the congregation of Westminster Presbyterian Church and their 
pastor, Ellen Brantley. We are so grateful that they opened their doors to us, not just from 2 - 3 on Sunday 
afternoons but from 3 to 4 for Sunday school and sometimes from 3-4:30 for meetings and Wednesday nights 
for youth.  To Bill Havens for pastoral care and organizing the deacons. To David Huffstetler for acting as 
music director and organizing our choir. Thank you all! 
 

If there is anyone who leads with energy, enthusiasm and love it is Jane Huffstetler.  She has the vision 
of what you do to go from willing but hurting group people to really excited group of people.  Thank You! 
 
Julia Gentle, member “Continuing Church-First and Calvary PCUSA” 
 It is sad to be members of a church of about 1,700 for 14 years and feel alone.  When we had our first 
meeting at Westminster church there was a lot of hurt, anger and pain but I left that meeting so excited and so 
full of joy.  Melana Scruggs has been put “through the ringer” with all of it and I cannot imagine how hard it has 
been for her, but I feel like everything is so easy because of all the help from her, the Administrative 
Commission, Committee on Ministry and Jane Huffstetler.  I want to thank you also for all the prayers. 
 
Members from First Presbyterian Church of Everton Missouri and First Presbyterian Church of 
Branson Missouri came forward as the Reverend Dave Burgess prayed for the churches that will no 
longer be part of the family of John Calvin Presbytery. 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
1.  Andrew Chaney has renounced the jurisdiction of the PC(USA) effective August 20, 2015. No charges were 
pending. 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 

1. Approved the Administrative Commission for the installation of Charley Shurtz at Southminster on 
Sept. 27, 2015: 

Alex Rodgers, Teaching Elder, First Presbyterian Parsons Kansas and JCP moderator 
Kathy Morriss, Ruling Elder, Southminster Presbyterian Springfield Missouri 
Alan Marso, Ruling Elder, Crocker Presbyterian Crocker, Missouri 
Dr. Reed Click, Ruling Elder Community Presbyterian Forsyth Missouri 
Chris Williams, Teaching Elder, Covenant Presbyterian, Springfield Missouri 
Mary Kay Glunt, Teaching Elder, Woodland Heights Presbyterian, Springfield Missouri 
preaching 
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2. Dismissed John Anderson to the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks. 
3. Approved the Administrative Commission for the installation of Lou Ellen Hartley at First Presbyterian 

Rolla Missouri on October 18, 2015: 
Alex Rodgers, Teaching Elder, First Presbyterian Parsons Kansas and JCP moderator 
Diane Cooke, Teaching Elder First Presbyterian Church Mountain View Missouri and Willow 
Springs Presbyterian Willow Springs Missouri 
Alan Marso, Ruling Elder Crocker Presbyterian Crocker Missouri 
Britt Whitaker, Ruling Elder First Presbyterian Rolla Missouri 
Jane Foval, Ruling Elder First Presbyterian Mountain View Missouri 

4. Approved the Reverend James Hartley, member of Giddings-Lovejoy to labor in bounds for the 
installation service of Lou Ellen Hartley at First Presbyterian Rolla Missouri 

5. Dismissed the AC for Laurie Foos’ ordination, with thanks 
6. Assigned the following mentors for Charley Shurtz, Laurie Foos, and Tim Oster 

Mary Wright for Charley Shurtz 
Teri Summers-Minetter for Laurie Foos 
Jared Witt for Tim Oster 

7. Set up the Discernment Team to work with Covenant Presbyterian Springfield Missouri. Reverend 
Gary Stratman, Ruling Elder Brenda Williams (First and Calvary PCUSA), Reverend Diane Cooke, 
Ruling Elder Phil Klingensmith (Woodland Heights), Reverend Tim Stover. 

8. Approved Jane Huffstetler as moderator and supply for the continuing church (First and Calvary 
PCUSA) for three months beginning August 20, 2015 with salary, designated as housing, of $400 
weekly, plus mileage. 

9. Approved Tim Oster, ruling elder at Bethany Presbyterian Joplin Missouri, to begin CRE training from 
Dubuque Seminary. 

10. Had an orientation for the committee 
11. Approved Ruling Elder Scott Pettit to moderate a session meeting at First Presbyterian Aurora Missouri 

on September 14, 2015. 
12. Approved Ruling Elder Tom Thiele to moderate a session meeting at First Presbyterian Columbus 

Kansas on September 20, 2015 
13. Approved Reed Dunn, PCA pastor, to preach at Bethany Presbyterian Joplin Missouri on 9/20, 9/27, 

10/11. 
14. Dismissed the AC to install Charley Shurtz at Southminster Presbyterian Springfield Missouri with 

thanks. 
15. Placed Becky Schwandt on pulpit supply list  
16. Approved the election of a PNC at Stockton Presbyterian Stockton Missouri. 
17. Approved an elder at Waldensian Presbyterian Monett Missouri, being elected to a third consecutive 

term. 
18. Approved an elder at Trinity Presbyterian Shell Knob Missouri, being elected to a third consecutive 

term. 
19. Dismissed the AC to install Lou Ellen Hartley at Rolla, with thanks. 
20. Approved Ruling Elder Scott Pettit to moderate the session at First Presbyterian Aurora Missouri on 

November 9. 
21. Approved Ruling Elder Tim Oster to officiate at the Table the first Sunday of each month through the 

end of 2016, as well as Christmas Eve 2015 and 2016, Maundy Thursday and Easter 2016. 
 

 
 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 
 

 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                        REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED  
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Moderator of General Council, Dennis Winzenried moved the following: 
 

That the financial statements for July-October 2015 be filed for review.  Motion approved. 
Financial statements are posted separately. 

 
That the following be elected to the Committee on Representation: 

               John Skillings, Teaching Elder 
               Mary Kay Glunt, Teaching Elder 
               Rich Williams, Teaching Elder 
 Motion approved. 
 
 

That the following be elected as commissioners to the 222nd General Assembly (2016): 
       Jim Holt, Ruling Elder, Crane                Alternate: Eltjen Flikkema. Ruling Elder, F&C PCUSA 
        Mary Kay Glunt, Teaching Elder           Alternate: Diane Cooke, Teaching Elder 
        Lawson Wiatrak, YAAD, Carthage First  
 Motion approved. 

Following the Nov. meeting the Stated Clerk determined that Lawson Wiatrak will not be 
old enough to serve as YAAD at this General Assembly. 

 
That the following dates and places for 2016 presbytery meetings be approved: 

                      Saturday, February 27 – MSU 
                      Thursday, May 19 – Carthage 
                      Monday, August 1 – TBA 
                      Saturday, November 5 – TBA 
             Motion approved. 
 
 

That John Calvin Presbytery concur with the nine overtures to the 222nd General Assembly sent 
by Foothills Presbytery.  Each overture will be voted on individually with questions and 
discussion before each vote.  All overtures from the Foothills Presbytery were approved. 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 1 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 2 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 3 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 4 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 5 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 6 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 7 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 8 Approved 
 Foothills Presbytery Overture 9 Approved 
 

ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1. Approved the docket for the November 7, 2015 stated meeting of presbytery. 
2. Reviewed the financial statements. 
3. Approved Susan Rosenbaum, Jim Holt, and Dennis Winzenried as signers for the presbytery’s account 

with New Covenant. 
4. Approved the minutes of the July 9, 2015 meeting and the July 31, August 9 and August 20, 2015 

called meetings. 
5. Approved General Council meetings for January 28, April 21, June 16, October 13, 2016 at First 

Presbyterian Mt. Vernon Missouri. 
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6. Heard a report about the ongoing litigation regarding the property at 820 Cherry Street, Springfield, 
Missouri and requested action from the attorney regarding settlement and/or mediation. 

7. Approved sending a letter to the membership of First and Calvary before the vote to disaffiliate. (Called 
meeting of Council on August 8, 2015) 

8. Recommended to COM that the Stated Clerk inform Andrew Chaney that they are considering 
disapproving his work as pastor at First and Calvary. (Called meeting of Council on August 8, 2015) 

9. Recommended to COM that approval for Cal LeMon to preach and officiate at the sacraments in any 
PCUSA church be removed. (Called meeting of Council on August 8, 2015) 

10. Approved the housing allowances for the Pastoral Presbyter and the Governance Presbyter. 
11. Approved an extra week of vacation in 2016 for Melana Scruggs so that she can utilize an extra week 

included in terms of call for Crane. 
 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                             ELDER JIM HOLT 
Jim explained to all assembled the Budget for 2016.  Discussion and question time was offered.  
 
Alexandra Rodgers, moderator of presbytery moved that the budget for 2016 be approved.   

Seconded.  Motion approved.  
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 
 
 

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE               REV. DENNIS WINZENRIED 
 
Acting Moderator, Dennis Winzenried moved that per capita apportionment increase to $31.00 for 2016. 

Motion approved. 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 

1.  Reviewed the proposed budget options and discussed the ramifications of the disaffiliation and dismissal of 
several congregations. 
 
2. Listed the presbytery property with Sperry Van Ness Real Estate Company, with Arch Watson as agent, at 
$1,290,000 asking price. 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 

MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE                         THE REVEREND RICH WILLIAMS 
Rich Williams moderator spoke briefly about the upcoming events that Mission and Nurture committee will be 
organizing.  He would like input for the 2016 Equipping the Saints event. 
 
 

********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 
 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer for our presbytery by the Reverend John Skillings at 3:00 p.m. 


