
John Calvin Presbytery                                                                                     Called Meeting 
January 13, 2019                                                          Pittsburg Presbyterian Church 
                                                                                 Pittsburg, Kansas 
 

1 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

CALLED MEETING 
 

January 13, 2019 
 

The January 13, 2019 Called Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Moderator, 
Jennifer Dawson. A devotion was provided by the Reverend Jennifer Dawson followed by prayer. 
 

This meeting has been called for the purpose of examining the Reverend Daniel M. Davis for membership in the 
presbytery and for a call as installed pastor for First Presbyterian Church, Iola, Kansas beginning March 1, 2019 
 

The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter and Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present. (A 
quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) 
ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are 
represented by ruling elders.) 

 
 

COMMUNITY 
 

CHURCH 
 

TEACHING ELDER 
or CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Essary, Jennifer Absent Absent 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Havens, Bill Excused Absent 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Excused Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Dawson, Mary 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Excused 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, William Vacant Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Absent Absent 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present Excused 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Absent Absent 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Banz, Gayla 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Absent Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Oerter, John Absent Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------- Spieth, Toni 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Vacant Absent Daleske, Reina 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Mercer-Kidd, Julie Absent Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Schwandt, Becky Absent Absent 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Absent Absent 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Robert Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Fast, Allison 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Absent Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Cook, Peter 
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Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K.O. Present McCune, Roger 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church  --------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Absent Absent 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobbema, Peggy Absent Absent 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Cormack, Scarlett 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Groote, Marvin Absent Absent 
Springfield, MO Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA Miller, Chris Absent Absent 
Springfield, MO Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA  --------- Absent 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Pulleyking, Micki Absent Absent 
Springfield, MO Woodland Heights Presb. Jones, Louise Absent Absent 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Hill, Dale Absent Absent 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Spencer, Malinda 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Dahlgren, Robert Absent Absent 
Willard, MO Willard-Mt. Zion Presb. Becker, John Absent Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Absent Absent 
  Member at Large Spencer, Charles Present  

 
VISTORS: 

Banz, Rich, First Iola, KS Chase, Bob, First Iola, KS Gilpin, Jim, First Iola, KS 
Gilpin, Karen, First Iola KS Hoag, Gale, First Iola, KS Johnston, Juanita, First Joplin, MO 
Piazza, Tony, First Iola, KS White, Carla, First Chanute, KS  

 
 

Stated Clerk, Melana Scruggs moved that the following be seated as corresponding members: 
  The Reverend Daniel M. Davis from Central Nebraska Presbytery 
Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
Jared Witt, acting moderator of Committee on Ministry brought the motion, that Presbytery examine the Reverend 
Daniel M. Davis for membership in the presbytery and for a call as installed pastor for First Presbyterian Church, 
Iola, Kansas beginning March 1, 2019, with the following terms of call: 

 

Salary 32,000.00 
Housing 2,400.00 
Fair Rental Value of Manse 13,200.00 
Total Effective: 47,600.00 
Board of Pension 17,612.00 
Continuing Education 2,000.00 
Auto 3,000.00 
Professional Expense 1,300.00 
Social Security Offset 3,943.00 
Medical Deductible 754.40 
Other    (Moving expenses) 5,000.00 
Total Cost to Church 81,209.40 
4 weeks of vacation  
2 weeks of study leave  

Tony Piazza, chair of the Pastor Nominating committee was introduced and spoke about the process of calling Daniel 
Davis as the installed pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Iola Kansas.  Tony indicated that the guidelines of the 
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Equal Employment Opportunity were followed during this search.  Tony then introduced Daniel and invited him to 
come forward for the examination. 
 
Jared Witt asked the first question, following the answer the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was made, 
seconded and approved to arrest the examination.  Daniel and his wife, Marcia were escorted from the room and 
questions and discussion ensued.  The motion to sustain the examination and approve Daniel’s call as installed 
pastor for First Presbyterian Church, Iola, Kansas beginning March 1, 2019, with the terms of call as listed 
was made.  Seconded.  Motion was approved.   
 
Daniel returned to the room with welcoming applause.  Jennifer Dawson offered prayer for Daniel and the 
congregation of Iola and their ministry together. 
 
The motion was made to adjourn.  Seconded and approved. 
 
Prayer was offered by Daniel Davis to close the meeting at 4:00 p.m. 
  

Supplemental Information 
Bio: 

I was born and raised in the Kansas City area in the suburbs of northeast Johnson County KS. But I also had family 
on both sides of the state line, my father’s business on the MO side, and lived myself on the MO side after college. 
So Kansas is my home state and the whole of the KC metro area is my hometown. 
 

I followed two older brothers to K-State for college and graduated with a dual degree in community services and 
social work. Having been able to cram 4 school years of college into 5 ½ years real time I was ready to work for a 
bit. My first job was with the Greater KC YMCA after working for them 4 years at a summer camp, a semester for 
social work credit. During that time I got married.  After two years I knew my calling was to go into ministry. After 
growing up Methodist but finding a real home at a Presbyterian church while working for the Y I believed that God 
had called me into the PC(USA) and given me enough of an experience that I decided to pursue ordination as a 
Presbyterian. 
 

Needing a dose of Presbyterianism I attended McCormick Theological Seminary. Living and working as a student 
pastor for two years in a big city was an eye-opener and I loved it! Our son was born in Chicago and after working 
at the small church I took my first call back in Heartland Presbytery at a small two church, two denomination parish. 
After 3 years and a daughter being born our little family was losing ground financially. I took a call in Nebraska. 
After three years and the fit not being ideal we moved back to the KC area unfortunately without having another call. 
 

It was during this time that I went through a separation and divorce. After 2 years I realized that if God had called 
me to be a pastor then I better get back to it. I attended the last Face-to-Face interview session that the Synod of Mid-
America hosted and accepted a call to north central Kansas. I was there 11 years, remarried, and fell back in love 
with being a pastor.  After that I served a church in Montana, again not the fit that both myself and the PNC believed 
it to be. 
 

I have been in Nebraska since January 21, 2012 and as I look at where I am in my life I see that my pastoral shelf-
life is very apparent. Since I still have family in Kansas, from KCKS to Merriam to Lawrence to Junction City, and 
of that two grandsons under 3 years old in KCKS being the most important, I have turned my eyes (though not 
exclusively) to Kansas. 
 

I have been ordained for 31 years and 26 of those have been in small Midwest towns and churches. Both my wife 
and I feel at home in these settings and love being involved in small town life as it ebbs and flows equally between 
the school year and the agricultural seasons. I am progressive socially, politically and theologically and find that I 
am still growing and learning in my faith and life. 
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Faith Statement 
 

I believe in… 
God 

Creator – builder, architect, designer, planner, dreamer, doer; 
Who built out of a formless void… 
vast galaxies and microscopic cells 

a world of wonder and delight where all was created good 
but where all is not always good 

yet where we call home 
Who created and called a people to be God’s own and faithfully guided them… 

though they sinned and strayed again and again 
God remained faithful to them and loved them enough to send a son… 

Jesus Christ 
Uniquely and divinely human 

One who was called rabbi, master, teacher and friend 
(as well as blasphemer, perverter of faith, a servant of satan); 

One who taught with power and authority, who healed with compassion 
and mercy, who ate with sinners and outcasts,  

who loved the unloved and shared God’s unconditional love with all; 
        One who sought God’s will with such devotion that it led to his human 

suffering and death… 
which led to his resurrection (through God’s love) … 

which led to our eternal salvation; 
One who promised that God would send to us the… 

Holy Spirit 
Sustainer, guider, enabler, wind/breath/spirit 

that can move, prod, encourage, and define God’s faithful people 
in service to God 

in devotion to Christ 
in love of neighbors as of self 

in faith to this… 
Holy Trinity 

Mystery, foundation, personage of God 
The understanding of which needs to be wrestled with 

The existence of which cannot be proved only believed in 
The acceptance of which helps to define us as the… 

Church 
Body of Christ 

Arms, hands, legs, feet, mouth, eyes, ears of our Lord and Savior 
Existing to serve in faithful obedience to God… 

by following the example of Jesus Christ… 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 

Keeper of the sacraments of – 
Baptism – whereby we are joined together in faith to the Church 

Communion – whereby we share the bread of life and the cup of salvation 
Place of Gathering for God’s people to share with, sing with, pray for, lean on 

and learn from sisters and brothers in Christ through… 
Discipleship 

Worship 


