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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

179th STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.  Committed to serving Christ in the 

church and in the world.  Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 

 

The 179th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Dennis 
Winzenried.  Dennis introduced the Reverend Melana Scruggs, pastor at Crane Presbyterian Church of Crane, 
Missouri.  Melana gave the opening prayer and welcomed all in attendance.  Dennis then introduced Elder Jim 
Holt who spoke of the mission and ministry of Crane Presbyterian Church.  Jim also presented to Crane 
Presbyterian 2 grants for their new mission programs. Elizabeth Exley spoke to the presbyters about the mission 
called Children’s Cooking Class and LaMoyne Hummel told about the quilts and items supplied to Harmony 
House Shelter.  Jim thanked those churches who generously donated to Shared Mission of John Calvin Presbytery 
so that Creative Ministry Grants and Small Church Grants can be offered to all churches of the Presbytery. 
 
Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 
The Reverend Alexandra Rodgers, pastor of First Presbyterian Church Parsons, Kansas and Elder Larry Stanley 
from First Presbyterian Church Aurora, Missouri were appointed as the meeting pages and tellers to tally votes.  
The Reverend John Nipper served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to 
transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as 
many ruling elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling 
elders.”) 
 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

CHURCH 

 

TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 

Excused 

Absent 

 

RULING ELDER 

COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present Viera, Helen 

Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Hamer, Walt Present Stanley, Larry 

Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 

Branson, MO First Presbyterian Willcox, Tom Present Vsc, Stan 

Branson, MO First Presbyterian ----------------------- -------- Hunt, Jim 

Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 

Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Absent 

Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Mary Dawson 

Columbus, KS First Presbyterian Powell, Dale Excused Spieth, Toni 

Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Arnold, Jerry 

Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Marso, Alan 

Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 

Everton, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, Tom Absent Absent 

Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 

Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Excused Jackson, Linda 

Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 

Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
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Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Present Howell, Michael 

Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Toland, Nancy 

Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Present Tamburrino, Michael 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Present Whittington, Lorraine 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  -------------------- -------- Toft, Bob 

Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Powers, Emmett Present Jones, Louise 

Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 

Monett, MO First Presbyterian Vincent, Bill Present Absent 

Monett, MO Waldensian Presbyterian Evans, Vicki Present Wise, Steve 

Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Excused 

Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Absent Absent 

Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Foval, Jane 

Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Ward, Dee 

Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present  Shultz, Ann 

Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Absent 

Oswego, KS First Presbyterian Lorenz, Debi Absent Absent 

Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Absent 

Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Rodgers, Alexandra Present Sheldon, Marlene 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Absent 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 

Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant Absent 

Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused Absent 

Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Absent Absent 

Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Johnson, John Absent Snodgrass, Eileen 

Springfield, MO Covenant Presbyterian Williams, Christopher Absent Absent 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary  Chaney, Andrew Absent Kick, Beth 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary --------------------- ------- Hartner, Claudia 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary --------------------- ------- Marble, Ed 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary --------------------- ------- Wortley, Carolyn 

Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused Tureard, Karen 

Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Summers-Minette, Terri Excused Palmerton, Fred 

Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Morriss, Kathy 

Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 

Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present Rook, Louise 

Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Absent 

Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Tranabarger, John Excused Absent 

Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Gray, Paul Excused Absent 

West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Present Absent 

Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Wright, Mary Present Bunge, Suzy 

Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Buwalda, Paul 

------------------------ Member at Large Cunningham, Kimberly Present -------------------------- 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Huffstetler, Jane Present -------------------------- 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Kimberlin, Ken Present -------------------------- 

------------------------- Member at Large Roberts, Matthew Present -------------------------- 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Simpson, Bob Present -------------------------- 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Skillings, John Present -------------------------- 

------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
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PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Rodgers, Alex Present 
Presbytery women moderator Spieth, Toni Present 
General Council moderator Esselman, Greg Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Moore, John Present 
Committee on Ministry Willcox, Tom Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry    
Mission and Nurture Committee Williams, Rich Present 
Nominating Committee Palmerton, Fred Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 
VISITORS 

Banwart, Connie Bay, John Bunwalda, Dee Carver, David 

Dugan, Charlotte Foos, Laurie Forkner, Joyce Foval, Tom 

Kimberlin, Alicia Land, Mary Marsh, Josh Morriss, Todd 

Samborski, Holly Shurtz, Charley Shurtz, Jaye Skaggs, Robin 

Tamburrino, Pat Zanders, Eugene Zanders, Janice  

        
HOST VOLUNTEERS: 

Crabb, Jane Ellis, Donna Fearn, Ron Hayes, Mary 

Holt, Linda Hummel, LaMoyne May, Vicki Munson, Ethelene 

Wiley, Jeanelle    

 
 

 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the May 21, 2015 stated meeting of Presbytery and the July 7, 

2015 called meeting and that those minutes be approved. 
Motion seconded and approved 

 

 

2.  That the docket be approved with the following change. That the action item on the addendum portion of the 
Stated Clerk’s report be dealt with at 1:00 p.m. and that all items proceed in order following that.  Seconded.  

Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 

179th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Crane Presbytery Church 

Crane, Missouri 

August 3, 2015 

 
  9:15 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
  9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Reverend Dennis Winzenried, Moderator  

 Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – Reverend Melana Scruggs  
 Ministry and Mission of Crane Presbyterian Church  
 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
 Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and  Resolutions Committee      
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9:45 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 

 Approval of the minutes of May 21, 2015 Stated Meeting  
 Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
 Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

9:50 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion  
       Reverend Dennis Winzenried preaching  

11:00 a.m. Educational Time – “Seeing, Hearing, and Sharing God”  
   

12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH    
12:45 p.m. 

  12:55 p.m. 
Hymn sing and Prayer 
Report from Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services – Josh Marsh 

 

1:00 p.m. 
1:10 p.m. 
1:20 p.m.        

Report of the Pastoral Presbyter – Reverend Susan Rosenbaum 
Committee on Nominations – Elder Fred Palmerton 
Installation of New Officers and Committee Members 

 
C 

1:35 p.m.  Mission & Nurture Committee – Reverend Rich Williams  
1:45 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Elder John Moore  D 

1:50 p.m. Report of General Council – Reverend. Greg Esselman E 
2:00 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
2:10 p.m.     Committee on Ministry – Reverend Tom Willcox F 
2:45 p.m. We Go Out as a Celebrating, Worshiping Community - Adjournment  

 
 
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
  The Reverend Landon Whitsitt, member of Heartland Presbytery 
  The Reverend Emmett Powers, member of Arkansas Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 
 

4. That the consent agenda, pages labeled B in your packet, be approved.   
The request was made to remove item number one under the Committee on Ministry Committee from the      
Consent Agenda and that it be part of the Committee on Ministry portion of the meeting.   
  

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

From the Report of the Committee on Ministry – Packet 1, F 
 
*1.  ITEM REMOVED AND MOVED TO COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY REPORT. 

That the new terms of call for the Reverend Andrew Chaney at First and Calvary Presbyterian, approved by the 
congregation on June 14, 2015, be approved. 
 

Salary 81,600 
Housing 30,600 
Board of Pensions 40,953 
Continuing Education 1,000 
Mileage 1,000 
Professional Expense 6,000 
Total cost to church 161,153 
2 weeks study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  
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1.   That the changes to the manual of operations with regard to assigning the duties of nominating committee to 
the Committee on Representation be approved.  Seconded. Motion approved. 

 

 
2.  That we would attain the new change in the Committee on Representation in the following way: 
Continue with the Classes of 2016 and 2017 for both the current Committee on Representation and the current 
Nominating Committee and elect 3 new members for the Class of 2018. In each succeeding year three new 
members would be elected to bring the committee to a membership of 9.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 
Current Class of 2016  Current Class of 2017  
Doug Esselman WMRE Ruth Hones WFRE 
Will McCrimmons AAMRE Susan Frazier WFRE 
Jane Foval WFRE Nancy Toland WFRE 
Jerry Arnold WMRE Brandt Shields WMRE 

 

 

The Manual of Operations changes: 

 
4.30 COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY  
 
 The Committee on Ministry will have nineteen (19) sixteen (16) members including the Moderator.  The 

Moderator will not have liaison responsibilities but will instead oversee the work of the committee.  The 
eighteen (18) fifteen (15) members-at-large will be composed of an equal number of ministers and elders 
in equal classes. 

 
4.60 NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
 
 The Nominating Committee will have nine (9) members: three (3) ministers, three (3) women and three 

(3) men. 
 
4.61 This committee will nominate to the Presbytery, the following at the third stated meeting of Presbytery or 

when vacancies occur: 
 
 (a.) Moderator of Presbytery 
 
 (b.) Moderator-elect of Presbytery 
 
 (c.) Moderator of each standing committee, except the Nominating Committee of Presbytery 
 
 (d.) Members of each standing committee, except the Nominating Committee 
 
 (e.) Commissioners and alternates to the General Assembly 
 
 (f.) Youth advisory delegates and alternates to the General Assembly 
 
 (g.) Members of the Permanent Judicial Commission of Presbytery 
 
 (h.) Representatives to serve on various committees and structures of the Synod and the General Assembly 
 
4.62 Election of persons to serve as commissioners to General Assembly: 
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 (a.) Election of persons as commissioners to the General Assembly is not to be construed as an honor or 

privilege which is granted in turn to the ministers and churches of the Presbytery. It should be 
considered primarily as the assignment of a function or responsibility with due regard to how this 
Presbytery, the Synod, the General Assembly, and thus the whole church may be served.  
Commissioners to the General Assembly and their alternates will be nominated and elected at the 
third stated meeting.  Ordinarily ministers, elder commissioners, and youth advisory delegates 
will not be from the same church. 

 
 (b.) In order for the most qualified ministers to be nominated and elected, consideration will be given to service 

in this Presbytery.  Ministers should have regularly attended meetings of Presbytery and 
participated in its work to have sufficient experience and awareness of how this Presbytery and 
higher governing bodies function. A minister who has any unexcused absences from stated 
meetings of Presbytery during the twenty-four (24) months preceding nomination will not be 
nominated. 

 
 (c.)  In order for the most qualified elders to be nominated and elected, serious consideration will be 

given to their qualifications, their service to their churches, and to this Presbytery.  The following 
will be considered as minimum criteria to insure this: 

 
    1. Each elder commissioner or alternate will be from a church whose 

session has been regularly represented at a majority of the stated meetings of 
Presbytery during the two (2) years preceding nomination; 

    2. The commissioner or alternate should have regularly attended 
meetings and participated in the work of the Presbytery to have sufficient 
experience and awareness of how this Presbytery and higher governing bodies of 
the church function. 

  
 (d.)  Alternate commissioners will be designated by the Nominating Committee by number (1, 2, 3. 

etc.).  In the event that a commissioner cannot attend the General Assembly, the Stated Clerk will 
be authorized to secure an alternate from among those elected beginning with the lowest number. 

 
No person will be nominated by the Nominating Committee who has not previously agreed to serve.  
When approached for service, the person will be told the nature and scope of the work involved. 

 
 
4.63   SYNOD COMMISSIONERS 
 

According to the guidelines of the Synod of Mid-America, the nominating committee Committee on 
Representation shall bring to the presbytery at the third stated meeting the names of commissioners to the 
Synod.  John Calvin Presbytery has two teaching elder commissioners and two ruling elder 
commissioners.  The terms of service are two years and a commissioner may serve consecutive terms.  
The nominating committee committee will also bring names for an alternate ruling elder and an alternate 
teaching elder who may serve at a Synod meeting if the principal commissioner is unable to attend. 

 
 
4.80 COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION * 
 
 The Committee on Representation will consist of six (6) nine (9) members of equal number of males and 

females as follows: making sure to include: 
  One majority male 
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  One majority female 
  One racial ethnic male 
  One racial ethnic female 
  One youth male or female 
  One person with disability 

 

4.81 The duties of the Committee on Representation will be those specified in the Book of Order G-3.0103 and 
the following duties: 

  
 This committee will nominate to the Presbytery, the following at the third stated meeting of Presbytery 

or when vacancies occur: 
 
 (a.) Moderator of Presbytery 
 
 (b.) Moderator-elect of Presbytery 
 
 (c.) Moderator of each standing committee, except the Nominating Committee Committee on 

Representation of Presbytery 
 
 (d.) Members of each standing committee, except the Nominating Committee Committee on Representation. 
 
 (e.) Commissioners and alternates to the General Assembly 
 
 (f.) Youth advisory delegates and alternates to the General Assembly 
 
 (g.) Members of the Permanent Judicial Commission of Presbytery 
 
 (h.) Representatives to serve on various committees and structures of the Synod and the General Assembly 
 
4.83 Election of persons to serve as commissioners to General Assembly: 
 
 (a.) Election of persons as commissioners to the General Assembly is not to be construed as an honor or 

privilege which is granted in turn to the ministers and churches of the Presbytery. It should be 
considered primarily as the assignment of a function or responsibility with due regard to how this 
Presbytery, the Synod, the General Assembly, and thus the whole church may be served.  
Commissioners to the General Assembly and their alternates will be nominated and elected at the 
third stated meeting.  Ordinarily ministers, elder commissioners, and youth advisory delegates 
will not be from the same church. 

 
 (b.) In order for the most qualified ministers to be nominated and elected, consideration will be given to service 

in this Presbytery.  Ministers should have regularly attended meetings of Presbytery and 
participated in its work to have sufficient experience and awareness of how this Presbytery and 
higher governing bodies function. A minister who has any unexcused absences from stated 
meetings of Presbytery during the twenty-four (24) months preceding nomination will not be 
nominated. 

 
 (c.)  In order for the most qualified elders to be nominated and elected, serious consideration will be 

given to their qualifications, their service to their churches, and to this Presbytery.  The following 
will be considered as minimum criteria to insure this: 

 
1. Each elder commissioner or alternate will be from a church whose session has 
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been regularly represented at a majority of the stated meetings of Presbytery 
during the two (2) years preceding nomination; 

2. The commissioner or alternate should have regularly attended meetings and  
participated in the work of the Presbytery to have sufficient experience and 
awareness of how this Presbytery and higher governing bodies of the church 
function. 

  
 (d.)  Alternate commissioners will be designated by the Nominating Committee by number (1, 2, 3. 

etc.).  In the event that a commissioner cannot attend the General Assembly, the Stated Clerk will 
be authorized to secure an alternate from among those elected beginning with the lowest number. 

 
No person will be nominated by the Nominating Committee Committee on Representation who has not 
previously agreed to serve.  When approached for service, the person will be told the nature and scope of 
the work involved. 

 
FOR INFORMATION: 

 
1. Warren Gene Campbell has renounced the jurisdiction of the PC(USA) effective July 21, 2015.  No charges 
were pending. 
 
2.  The Session minute and roll book review took place on June 14, 2015 with the following results: 
 

SESSION BOOKS APPROVED: 

Aurora First Presbyterian    Carlyle Presbyterian Carlyle Presbyterian 
Carthage First Presbyterian    Chanute First Presbyterian   
Columbus First Presbyterian    Crane Presbyterian    
Crocker Presbyterian     Everton Hampton Presbyterian  
Forsyth Community Presbyterian   Fort Scott First Presbyterian 
Hollister Presbyterian     Monett First Presbyterian    
Monett Waldensian Presbyterian   Mt. Vernon First Presbyterian    
Mt. Vernon Ozark Prairie Presbyterian   Mt. View First Presbyterian 
Mulberry United Presbyterian    Nevada First Presbyterian    
Parsons First Presbyterian    Point Lookout College of Ozarks  
Rolla First Presbyterian     Sarcoxie First Presbyterian  
Springfield Covenant Presbyterian   Springfield Gibson Chapel Presbyterian 
Springfield Hillcrest Presbyterian   Springfield Southminster Presbyterian 
Springfield Woodland Heights Presbyterian  Springfield Westminster Presbyterian 
Stockton First Presbyterian    Webb City First Presbyterian    
West Plains First Presbyterian    Willow Springs Presbyterian   
  

SESSION BOOKS APPROVED WITH EXCEPTIONS: 
Branson First Presbyterian    Iola First Presbyterian 
Pittsburg Presbyterian     Shell Knob Trinity Presbyterian    
Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian 

ROLLS AND REGISTERS APPROVED 

Aurora First Presbyterian    Branson First Presbyterian 
Carlyle Presbyterian     Carthage First Presbyterian  
Chanute First Presbyterian     Columbus First Presbyterian 
Crane Presbyterian     Everton Hampton Presbyterian    
Forsyth Community Presbyterian   Fort Scott First Presbyterian 
Hollister Presbyterian     Monett First Presbyterian 
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Monett Waldensian Presbyterian   Mt. Vernon First Presbyterian    
Mt. Vernon Ozark Prairie Presbyterian   Mt. View First Presbyterian 
Mulberry United Presbyterian    Nevada First Presbyterian   
Parsons First Presbyterian    Pittsburg Presbyterian 
Point Lookout College of Ozarks   Rolla First Presbyterian    
Sarcoxie First Presbyterian    Springfield Covenant Presbyterian  
Springfield Hillcrest Presbyterian   Springfield Southminster Presbyterian 
Springfield Westminster Presbyterian   Springfield Woodland Heights Presbyterian 
Stockton First Presbyterian    Webb City First Presbyterian    
West Plains First Presbyterian    Willow Springs Presbyterian   
 
 

ROLLS AND REGISTERS APPROVED WITH EXCEPTIONS: 
Crocker Presbyterian     Iola First Presbyterian 
Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian 
 

 
********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 

 
 

 

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Reverend Dennis Winzenried, Elder Lorraine Whittington, Elder Jim Holt, the Reverend Alexandra Knott 
and the Reverend Melana Scruggs participated in the morning worship service.  The sermon was delivered by the 
Reverend Dennis Winzenried based on John 17.  The Reverend Winzenried and the Reverend Melana Scruggs 
presided at the table. Music was provided by pianist the Reverend Jane Huffstetler.  The offering collected totaled 
$ 661.16. One half will be used for the Creative Ministry Grant of John Calvin Presbytery, one half will be used 
for the backpack program of Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri partnered with the Crane School system. 
  
The following memorial for the Reverend Phil Hirtzel was given by the Reverend Bill Havens during the worship 
service. 
 

IN MEMORY:  THE REVEREND PHILIP D. HIRTZEL 
 

As one claimed by Christ and called to serve him in ordained ministry, we celebrate the life and work of a gifted 
servant, Phil Hirtzel.  He was a faithful pastor, good friend, and valued colleague among us who died this spring 
in Raymore, MO at the age of 83. 
 

Phil was born in Detroit, MI and was a graduate of the University of Michigan and of Princeton Theological 
Seminary.   Following graduation, he served pastorates in Michigan until in 1975 he came to pastor our church 
in Branson and continued until 1986.  He afterward did a sojourn in Kansas but returned to his beloved Ozarks 
upon retiring in 1997. 
 

Phil and his wife Dorothy were closely bonded and shared 60 years of marriage, and she survives him, although 
confined to an Alzheimer’s unit.  Phil had cared for her in their home as long as he was able and was greatly 
pained that in the end she didn’t recognize who he was.  He is also survived by son Steven and Sarah Hirtzel of 
Kansas City and beloved granddaughters, Erin and Erica.   
 

I came to know Phil best when in retirement he and Dorothy moved to Springfield and became part of Southminster 
Church.  Early on, he told me that I could always count on him to be supportive, but not to look for him much on 
Sundays, that he loved to preach and expected to be out doing that.  That lasted about three months before he 
discovered he liked being retired too much, and came to be in our pews every Sunday.   
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Phil was blessed with a servant’s heart and being retired meant no interruption in that commitment.  He touched 
many lives, just as he had done his years of active ministry.  He and Dorothy regularly sponsored families in 
Habitat for Humanity, for example.   
 

When I came to Southminster and began to make my rounds, I was struck by how many parents we had among us 
who had lost children.  Phil and Dorothy came to us and they had lost son David, age 21, who had drowned in 
Table Rock Lake within days of their moving to Branson.   
 

I went to them and asked if they would host a group for these parents.  They were uniquely suited for doing so, 
and generously accepted the invitation.  I attended the first gathering simply to be visible as a pastoral presence 
while Phil took the lead.  We had strategized how to spend our time together and decided on a low-key approach, 
acknowledging that men particularly might not be comfortable sharing feelings.   
 

Phil was so adept as a facilitator for that group.  I stood in awe.  I will never forget the remark a mother made 
there at the end of the evening.  She said, “We lost our Jesse 55 years ago, and this is the first time anyone has 
ever wanted to hear our story.”  While I didn’t continue to meet with that group, I did observe enhanced 
relationships that formed there, and made positive impact throughout the congregation, all a tribute to Phil’s fine 
leadership. 
 

Then when my wife and I came to lose our own son, Phil and Dorothy were there with tremendous compassion 
and support as ones who had walked that path.    
 

Phil had a disciplined and inquiring mind and read voraciously.  He was a regular patron of the public library.  
He also found great joy in the treasures of traveling in God’s world.   
 

Phil was a man of deep and abiding faith that sustained him mightily in the last few months of his life when he 
came to be ravaged by cancer.   
 

Phil is sadly missed but fondly remembered.  We celebrate and give thanks.  We join the church triumphant in 
giving praise to God for Phil’s well-lived life, and join heavenly hosts in the commendation, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.”  
 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL TIME 

Presbyters were given time to attend three educational sessions as part of Mission and Nurture Committee’s 
“Equipping the Saints” continuing education event for 2015: 
 

Listening for and Recognizing the Voice of God with Tom Willcox 
Using Social Media with Alexandra Rodgers and Elder Holly Sambourski 
Presbyterian Women Mission Trip to Guyana with Elder Toni Spieth 

 
 
The morning session was adjourned with prayer for lunch offered by the Reverend Rich Williams prior 

to adjourning to Educational Groups. 

 

 

 

The afternoon was called to order at 12:45 p.m. with prayer offered by moderator Dennis Winzenried. 

 

Josh Marsh a representative of Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services spoke to those assembled about all 
that is offered by Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services. He thanked everyone for the donations and 
support from John Calvin Presbytery. 
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Alexandra Rodgers made a brief announcement about a great opportunity for continuing education, the 
upcoming Oasis 2015 which will be held in Kansas City, Missouri October 25-27.   
 
A hymn sing followed by all gathered. 
 
STATED CLERK’S REPORT – ADDENDUM                 REVEREND MELANA SCRUGGS 

The Commissioner’s Resolution was distributed and time was given for everyone to read the resolution. 
 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs stated that she received as correspondence the Commissioner’s Resolution which 
you find printed on the addendum as item #1 for action from the Stated Clerk’s report. 
 
The Commissioner’s resolution from the addendum was placed on the floor.   
 
Commissioners’ Resolution 

Whereas the session of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church voted 12-4 to file a temporary 
restraining order against the presbytery; 

 
And, whereas the session voted, also by 12-4, to call a congregational meeting for August 16, 2015 to 
vote on disaffiliation with the PC(USA);  

 
And, whereas only the Presbytery may declare that a schism exists within a congregation; 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Presbytery of John Calvin declare that a schism exists within the 
congregation of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church in Springfield. 

 
Below please find a partial list of names of those within the congregation who wish to remain a part of 
the PC(USA), at least through the appropriate discernment process. 

 
Signed by Commissioners: 

Beth Kick, Ruling Elder, First and Calvary 

Ellen Brantley, Teaching Elder, Westminster, Springfield 

Bob Simpson, Teaching Elder, Honorably Retired 
 
The following members of First & Calvary are indicating that although they may not believe in everything the 
PCUSA does or is doing, they believe that the congregation should follow the polity of the PCUSA as the 
congregation deals with current issues. 
 
1.   Anderson, Daphne   2.   Arquitt, George & Carrie  3.   Baird, Joan 
4.   Bennoch, Janie    5.   Bohnenkamper, Daniel   6.   Bohnenkamper, David & Kathy 
7.   Butler, Ron & Kristin  8.   Butler, Julia    9.   Claxton, Jim & Nancy 
10. Cron, Debbie   11. de Wild, Tamara   12. Dollar, Susie 
13. Dugan, Charlotte  14. Duncan, Linda   15. Dunn, Wes & Patty 
16. Ellis, Robert   17. Evans, Nancy    18. Fitzwater, Dawna 
19. Freeman, Loa   20. Fogle, Betsy    21. Fogle, Ellen 
22. Fogle, Brian & Renee  23. Garvin, Bill    24. Geidd, Ryan & Faith 
25. Groves, Jeff & Penni  26. Gugliotta, Mike & Sarah  27. Hall, Ann 
28. Henderson, Hannah Adams 29. Holliday, Don & Susie   30. Holliday, Eva 
31. Holliday, Luke  32. Holliday, Sam and Stephanie  33. Hoops, Randy & Mary Kay 
34. Hutton, Terry & Melissa 35. Lange, Linda    36. Leonard, Pete & Susan 
37. Johnson, Trace & Stephanie    38. Johnson, Warford B & Jane Ann   39. Jones, George & Gayleen 
40. Kick, Bob & Beth  41. Kurtz, Betsy    42. Kutter, Greg & Amanda 
43. Maxson, Kittilu Dodds  44. Mace, Charles & Melissa  45. Mathenia, Becky 
46. Menchetti, Joan  47. Menzel, Nancy   48. Moseley, Juli 
49. Muegge, Dave & Sarah 50. Phillips, Sue    51. Plate, Ben 
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52. Plate, Chris   53. Plate, Emma    54.Plate, Mike and Molly   
55. Reed, Robert & Sharon 56. Rollinson, Debbie   57. Rush, John & Sandy  
58. Rusk, Carol   59. Schneider,  Mike & Karen  60. Schroff, Grace   
61. Sneed, Brenda  62. Sweaney, John & Christi  63. Sweet, Liz    
64. Thomas, Becky  65. Thomas, Brad & Julie   66. Thomas, Galen & Linda  
67. Thomas, Laurie  68. Tombleson, Gail     69. Trotman, Robin & Jill 
70. Trotter, Bill & Hope  71. Uffmann, Rick & Susan  72. White, Mike & Nancy  
73. Williams, Brenda  74. Wooten, Carla   75. Zerrer, Lois   
  

 
Beth Kick, Stated Clerk and Elder commissioner First and Calvary Presbyterian Church, Springfield, 
Missouri came to the microphone to speak to this issue. 

I come representing the minority of Elders on our session and those people within our congregation 
who may or may not ultimately decide that First and Calvary should remain in the PC(USA),but who so 
desperately believe that we need a reasonable process of discernment such as set out in the polity of our 
presbytery.  It is a cry for help. 

 
The moderator called a time for questions and discussion. 
 
Matthew Roberts, member at large and vice-moderator of Synod Assembly. 

Since we are not represented by legal council yet, are we legally within the bounds to proceed with this 
type of action?  

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 

The restraining order precludes us from doing anything that has to do with the building, property or to 
do anything to harm the staff and their relationship with the church.  All that we are doing is declaring 
that there are people who do not stand with the action that was taken. I believe that what we are doing, 
is what we are instructed to do and that is to maintain the status quo.  The status quo is that there is a 
schism.  We are only naming it. 

 
Carolyn Wortley, Elder First and Calvary Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 

We started session meetings and congregational meetings last August and since then have had many 
meetings, explanation booklets printed, and a survey taken so that it does not seem, to me, that it was 
that fast of a decision. I wanted to make sure that some people understand there is differing opinions on 
how much we’ve done. We have an active membership of 1,700, I believe, and people are not going to 
agree, but we have been talking about this for almost a year. 

 
John Nipper, Honorably Retired, serving Ozark Presbyterian Church, Ozark, Missouri 

 What are the consequences of this action? 
 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 

The truth of the matter is that ordinarily when a schism is declared, and it can only be declared by the 
Presbytery, an Administrative Commission would be set up to work with both parties toward 
reconciliation. We are clearly precluded by the restraining order from forming an Administrative 
Commission. So, in my mind, all the Commissioner’s Resolution does is let the Presbytery know that 
there are people at First and Calvary who want to remain in the PC(USA) and are asking for our help. 

 
Landon Whitsitt, Stated Clerk of Synod of Mid-America 

I think John Calvin Presbytery is well within its rights to form an Administrative Commission as long as 
you do not task and charge the AC with taking any action with regard to First and Calvary’s 
congregation. 
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Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 

 Please, to be clear, we are not forming an Administrative Commission. 
 
Landon Whitsitt, Stated Clerk of Synod of Mid-America: 

I know that you are not.  I am merely stating that this body can do whatever it wants.  Does the 
restraining order mean that this body cannot adjust its budget because First and Calvary is still a 
member of this presbytery, that would in a sense make some change to the status quo. 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk’s response: 

The restraining order states… will not form an Administrative Commission.  So doing so would be in 
contempt of court. 

 
Landon Whitsitt, Stated Clerk of Synod of Mid-America: 

I agree.  I think that a court would look favorably upon the Presbytery if it decided to do so and are well 
within your rights to do so. A court of law cannot tell a church body what to do with itself. 

 
Walter Hamer, Honorably Retired, serving First Presbyterian church Aurora, Missouri: 
 As I read the restraining order it says… 

….are temporarily restrained from taking any action that could affect the property rights of 
FCPC, including, but not limited to: 
(c)  dissolving FCPC or appointing or initiating processes leading to the appointment of an 
administrative commission to assert original jurisdiction, directly or indirectly over FCPC in 
order to assume or effect control over the ownership, use or disposition of the Property. 

 
I don’t see that saying an Administrative Commission cannot be formed to seek resolution of the conflict 
within the congregation of First and Calvary as long as we do not assert original jurisdiction. 

 
Bob Simpson, Honorably Retired: 

Is it conceivable that the court would deny this request or is it a “slam dunk” that it will enact the 
injunction? 

 

Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 
It is likely that part of the restraining order will be removed because it precludes us from doing our 
ecclesiastic duties and that is an issue of church and state.  But we do not have the hearing until Friday. 

 
Bob Simpson, Honorably Retired: 
 Is it important for anybody to be present at the hearing? 
 
 Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 
 Oh, yes.  The restraining order is against John Calvin Presbytery, which is all of you.  The hearing 
takes place at the Greene County Courthouse Annex, 10:00 a.m. Friday, August 7. 
Moderator Dennis Winzenried stated that this action needs no second as two commissioners have signed the 
resolution.   
 
Dennis moved that presbytery adopt the Commissioners Resolution. Motion approved. 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk:  
Ideally an administrative commission is set up by the Presbytery to act on behalf of the presbytery. The acts of 
the administrative commission are the acts of the presbytery.  Five (5) to seven (7) people are commissioned to 
act on your behalf and when we set up an administrative commission the duties of that commission are outlined.  
It can be to help with reconciliation, help with determining a structure or a process that would work better than 
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what is currently happening.  Or it can be as drastic as may take original jurisdiction.  That is always the thing 
that we do as a last resort.  It is never our intention to take over the work of a session in a church unless they 
are incapable of doing the work that they are called to do.  We take that responsibility very seriously.  Every 
administrative commission does not have the power to take original jurisdiction. If we give it, we give it with 
fear and trembling. 
 
The moderator moved that the minutes stated that ordinarily when a schism is declared an administrative 

commission would be put in place to work with the 2 parties in the church to bring reconciliation. It is our 

understanding that we, John Calvin Presbytery are precluded from this ecclesiastic duty by the 

temporary restraining order issued by First and Calvary Presbyterian Church through the Greene 

County courts.  Seconded. Motion was approved. 

 
Matthew Roberts moved that the Pastoral Presbyter, the Governance Presbyter, the Moderator of Presbytery 
and the Moderator-Elect of Presbytery select the appropriate number of people to serve on a task force to work 
with the members of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church to hopefully bring about unity in the schism church.  
Discussion called. 

 

Dave Burgess Teaching Elder, pastor First Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri.  
Today is August 3rd and the called congregational meeting for First and Calvary Presbyterian church is 
Sunday, August 16.  I love the idea of reconciliation that is what I do and that is why I am here. 
However, to think that is going to change anything or bring folks together, when this feels as if this has 
been set about on a “greased track”, for this purpose and to this end. I can only say that my own 
personal experience with First and Calvary with offers made to be a help, be a voice to share my 
experiences with them has not been accepted.  I don’t see how this would be accepted by the majority of 
the session.  This is very admirable but not advantageous.   

 

John Nipper, Honorably Retired serving Ozark Presbyterian Church, Ozark, Missouri:  
This motion sounds as if we are setting up an administrative commission to do the job that we are 
precluded from doing. 

 
Moderator Dennis Winzenried:   

I personally do not hear that as Moderator. If we were using the term administrative commission, we 
would be clear we were giving them power.  We are asking them to do the work that our mediation 
teams are doing in three other situations, my friends.  We’ve asked groups of people from this 
presbytery to go and be in conversation with First Branson, First Monett and Monett Waldensian to 
come along side of them, to be in conversation with them, and to find some way forward, hopefully to 
stay together. Hopefully.  I don’t hear this any different than what we are doing with the other churches. 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk:  

At this point I am speaking to you as a commissioner, pastor of Crane Presbyterian church.  
Reconciliation work can only be done by invitation.  Time and time again the invitation has not been 
issued.  I don’t mind if you set up a task force, to do this work.  I just do not think that you will be able 
to do anything. 

 
Ellen Brantley Teaching Elder, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri:  

I echo what Melana just said and what Dave Burgess said earlier.  I also have a history when serving 
on Committee on Ministry a few years ago.  I was liaison to First and Calvary. As the liaison I was not 
being invited in to work with them on such processes as the pastor nominating committees.  I think there 
is a long history of not being invited in to work with them.  It is not that I advocate giving up, but I do 
not see another attempt being successful. 
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Toni Spieth, Ruling Elder First Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Kansas:  
I am looking at the Separation Policy for Churches Seeking Dismissal and it states…  

The Mediation Team of the Committee on Ministry, in consultation with the Moderator of 

Presbytery and the Stated Clerk, will form a Discernment Team, consisting of five people, to 

include person(s), skilled in spiritual discernment and mediation, who will facilitate 

conversations with the session and congregation over a four month period.     

Was there a discernment team formed? 
 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 

A discernment team is formed when the session requests the presbytery come and walk through the 
discernment process. We have not been asked to do this, First and Calvary just went straight to civil 
court. 

 
Toni Spieth, Ruling Elder First Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Kansas:  

So we are precluded from any of the policy for separation by the church? 
 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk:   

By the Session of First and Calvary. 
 
Toni Spieth, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Kansas:  

So none of the policy was acted upon because one of the representatives from First and Calvary stated 
that they had many meetings and lots of information. 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk:   

They have had lots of meetings and lots of information.  They had a discernment team that was set up 
from inside the congregation.  I have been to meetings about three times and Tom Willcox, moderator of 
Committee on Ministry has been there two times. As had other churches that have gone through our 
discernment process. What we have asked is that a particular process be worked through until the end 
so that the presbytery can be assured that the wishes of the whole congregation are being followed as 
best as possible.  When they went straight to court proceedings without going through our discernment 
process they circumvented all of that. 

 
Mary Kay Glunt, Teaching Elder, pastor Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri. 

I ask that we as a body express our desire and promise of prayer and support for First and Calvary 
Presbyterian church as they make their decisions whether we agree with them or not.  That we officially 
send back with their delegates our desire to support them and be in community with them as a 
presbytery. 

 
Moderator, Dennis Winzenried:   

I would like to compliment Susan and Melana for keeping the churches before us who are in 
discernment. 

 
 
Prayer was offered by moderator Dennis Winzenried. 
 
 
 
Bill Vincent, Teaching Elder, First Presbyterian Church Monett, Missouri moved that the minutes state that 
it is our desire be reconciled with First and Calvary Presbyterian Church and that their members be reconciled 
between themselves.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
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RESOLUTION OF THANKS                      THE REVEREND JOHN NIPPER 

 Whereas, today, at the One hundred seventy-ninth Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery,  
we were warmly welcomed by Crane Presbyterian Church, and  

 Whereas, Crane Presbyterian is a gem well-hidden deep in the Ozarks, and  
 Whereas, the Crane sanctuary is well lit with the light and love of God, and 
 Whereas, no one objected to the absence of Donald Trump, and 
 Whereas, salads were in abundance to the delight of all, and 
 Whereas, if you did not like your sandwich it was your own fault, and 
 Be it resolved, that thanks be given to the Crane congregation and grateful praise be offered to  

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
 

PASTORAL PRESBYTER’S REPORT       THE REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 

Susan presented the First Presbyterian Church of Iola, Kansas with a certificate noting the 150 year anniversary 
of the life of the church.  Also, presented with a certificate noting the 150 year anniversary of the life of a church 
was Gibson Chapel Presbyterian church of Springfield, Missouri. 
 
There were several ordination anniversary certificates handed out by Susan.  They were: 
Celebrating 15 years of ordination… The Reverend Andrew Chaney 
Celebrating 15 years of ordination… The Reverend Matthew Roberts 
Celebrating 25 years of ordination… The Reverend Christine Iannucilli 
Celebrating 35 years of ordination… The Reverend Greg Esselman 
Celebrating 35 years of ordination… The Reverend Greg Ferree 
Celebrating 35 years of ordination… The Reverend Dennis Winzenried 
Celebrating 45 years of ordination… The Reverend Paul Gray 
Celebrating 45 years of ordination… The Reverend Bill Havens  
 
Susan spoke to those assembled about Shared Mission - what is it? How is it used? Why do we need it?  
     When I first took this position almost four years ago, I was charged with financial oversight of JCP. A part of 
that oversight is to collect and distribute Shared Mission funds. I educated myself on all the aspects of Shared 
Mission and how Shared Mission was a big part of our Presbytery. Melana has told us often that Per capita pays 
for what we are required to do by the denomination and Shared Mission pays for what we are called to do by 
God. That is why Shared Mission is such an important part of our budget.  
     With these monies, we do things like Creative Ministry Grants. Today we awarded grants for five new 
ministries in our Presbytery. Shared Mission funds Small Church Resource Grants which helps smaller churches 
with projects that may not be new ministries, but they are needs which help the churches do mission. Today we 
also awarded one Small Church Resource Grant.  
     Shared Mission also helps fund the Peacemaker who will be coming in October. His name is Saman Perera 
from Sri Lanka and he will be here Monday, October 12th through Monday, October 19th.  
    Shared Mission also awards Camp Scholarships for summer camps in the amount of 1/3 of the cost of the 
camp. We awarded four scholarship this summer. Every three years, Shared Mission helps with transportation to 
Triennium for the youth of our Presbytery. The next Triennium will be next summer.   
    Shared Mission also helps fund Disaster Assistance by doing things like buying buckets to be filled for clean-
up. Campus Ministries, Equipping the Saints, COM training for pastors, pastors in need, the Innovation Fund for 
New Worshipping Communities, and retired pastors gathering are also helped by Shared Mission.  Then there 
are the regular expenses of running a Presbytery, including the salaries of both Gail and me, office supplies, and 
insurance.  
     Shared Mission is also split with General Assembly, 20% and the Synod of Mid America, 10%. Shared 
Mission is an integral part of who we are and what we do as John Calvin Presbytery.  
     I would like to thank all the churches who give to Shared Mission and ask those churches who do not, if they 
might consider doing so as a way of supporting what God has called us to do as John Calvin Presbytery. 
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********** Concludes the report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 

 

 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE              ELDER FRED PALMERTON 
 

TE - Teaching Elder CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder  RE - Ruling  Elder  Y  - Youth  

F - Female  M - Male    

W   - White  A - Asian    AA - African-American 

 
 
Moderator Fred Palmerton moved that the following be elected, terms to begin on September 1, 2015: 
 
Moderator Elect of Presbytery: Kathy Morriss   Class of 2018 WFRE 
 
Synod Commissioner:   Ellen Brantley   Class of 2017 WFTE 

Mary Dawson   Class of 2017 WFRE 
Matthew Roberts  Class of 2017 WMTE 
Vacant    Class of 2017 WMRE 

 
Administrative Ministries:  Sally Beard   Class of 2018 WFRE 

K.O. Noonoo   Class of 2018 AAMTE 
Dennis Winzenried  Class of 2018 WMTE 

 
Committee on Ministry:  Ted Scott   Class of 2016 WMRE 

Charlotte Dugan  Class of 2018 WFRE 
Gary Stratman   Class of 2018 WMTE 
Julie Mercer-Kidd  Class of 2018 WFTE - Moderator 
Tim Stover   Class of 2018 WMTE 
Vacant    Class of 2018 WFRE 
Dave Burgess   Class of 2018 WMTE - Moderator Elect 

 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry:  

Ellen Brantley   Class of 2016 WFTE 
Rodney Peters   Class of 2017 WMTE 
Eddy White   Class of 2018 WFRE 
Diane Cooke   Class of 2018 WFTE - Moderator 

 
Mission & Nurture:   Bill Agnew   Class of 2018 WMRE - Co-Moderator 

Rich Williams   Class of 2018 WMTE - Co-Moderator 
Sharon Marsh   Class of 2018 WFRE 
Marlene Sheldon  Class of 2018 WFRE 

 
Permanent Judicial Commission: Diane Cooke   Class of 2021 WFTE 

Dick Menzel   Class of 2021 WMTE 
 
Sexual Misconduct Allegations Response Team: 

Diane Cooke   Class of 2018 WFTE 
John Keith   Class of 2018 WMRE 

 
Sexual Misconduct Investigation Team 

Walt Hamer   Class of 2018 WMTE 
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Charlotte Cole   Class of 2018 WFRE 
 
Dennis asked for nominations from the floor. Hearing none. Motion approved. 

 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Nominating Committee ********** 

 

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS 

Dennis Winzenried moderator of Presbytery asked all new officers to come forward for the installation 
ceremony.  New terms of service begin September 1. 
 
Dennis passed the moderator’s cross, stole and banner to Alexandra Rodgers, the next moderator of presbytery. 
 
Alex then presented Dennis a cross noting his service of moderator to John Calvin Presbytery. 
 
 
MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE                         THE REVEREND RICH WILLIAMS 
Rich asked John Nipper to come forward to speak about this year’s peacemaker visit.  John explained that 
peacemaker, Saman Perera is a pastor in the Presbyterian Church of Sri Lanka.  He is a visiting lecturer at Lanka 
Bible Seminary and Colombo Theological College. He will be in the presbytery October 12 -19. John will be 
coordinating the schedule for the peacemaker’s visit to area churches. 
 
Speaking about JCPDA, Kathy Morriss shared that the group will be making a mission trip to Oklahoma City 
November 1 – 6.  Anyone wishing to be part of this group should contact Kathy or Todd.   
 
Kathy also reminded folks that the Disaster Buckets picked up today need to be returned to the stated meeting at 
Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, on November 7. JCPDA has delivered over 300 Disaster Buckets to 
the warehouse in Little Rock, Arkansas. They also were able to put together 10 buckets, with the help of Mt. 
View First and Willow Springs church, to take to the Ozark Area Community Action Center, the clearing house 
for the recent flooding clean up down there. 
 
Ellen Brantley spoke about Youth Triennium which will be held July 19 – 23, 2016. She reminded everyone to 
speak to their youth now to be ready to register. Registration begins in January 2016 and concludes in May 
2016. 
  
 

********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 

 
 
 
REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE                          ELDER JOHN MOORE 
Moderator, John Moore moved that one half of the proceeds from the sale of the Presbytery property be 

allocated to the Church Development Fund and one half allocated to the General Fund for use as needed. 

No Second needed.  Motion approved. 

 

ACTIONS TAKEN: 

1. Reviewed the financial reports for April and May 2015. 

 
 

********* Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
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GENERAL COUNCIL                                                          THE REVEREND GREG ESSELMAN 

Moderator Esselman moved that the financial statements for April-June 2015 be filed for review.   
Motion approved. 

 
Greg moved that $25,000 from the reserve fund be designated to retain an attorney to defend the presbytery 
against the allegations that have been made by First and Calvary’s civil suits.  Motion approved. 

 
Matthew Roberts, Member at Large: 

Why a cap of $25,000 dollars?  Is that the cost to retain an attorney? 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk:   

We were advised to expect anywhere between 25,000 and 50,000 dollars in costs to defend ourselves 
against the suits that have been brought against the presbytery by First and Calvary Presbyterian 
Church.  It was General Council’s decision to set aside 25,000 dollars for a start. 

 
Greg Esselman, moderator of General council:  

My response upon hearing of the action taken by First and Calvary was why do we need a lawyer at 
all?  The presbytery has no designs for that property. In fact, the last church that we dissolved was the 
Korean Presbyterian church in Springfield and without any civil court or anything we gave the property 
to the larger portion of membership that was leaving the presbytery.  That is the type of graciousness 
that I expect from my brothers and sisters in Christ.  There is a biblical admonition that we are not to be 
taking our brothers and sisters to civil court, but first try to work things out together.  I was one who 
voted against the marriage amendment but yet I am committed to the church.  There are always things 
that I disagree with but I don’t want to be cut off from this body. Because I do believe, like Dennis said 
earlier in the sermon, when I arrive at those pearly gates the Lord might say, “You’re wrong Greg”.  
This entire First and Calvary thing saddens me more than I can say.  I hope that when First and 
Calvary have the vote on the sixteenth that they do not throw away a hundred years of Presbyterian 
families who have made all those sacrifices through the generations. 

 
 
Actions taken: 

1. Authorized Greg Esselman, General Council moderator, and John Moore, moderator of 
Administrative Ministries, to sign the contract with the attorney(s). 

 

2. Requested that Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter/Stated Clerk, interview and 
recommend an attorney with whom JCP will work. 

 

3. Approved the docket for the August 3, 2015 stated meeting of presbytery.  
4. Reviewed the financial statements.  
5. Approved each of the Creative Ministry Grants:  

     Mountain View First and Willow Springs Presbyterian 2,500 
     Crane Presbyterian 2 grants, one in the amount of $1,000 and one for $500 1,500 
     Woodland Heights Presbyterian 2,000 
     Southminster Presbyterian 3,900 

6. Approved the Small Church Grant to Bethany Presbyterian 3,000 
7. Received the report of the 2014 financial review from KPM  

 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
 

 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER        ELDER JIM HOLT 
Jim spoke to those assembled about the financial reports.  He told the group what a tremendous job Dawn Cosby 
does in compiling the financial reports and keeping everyone informed.  He said the bottom line was that the 
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presbytery was running behind for what was budgeted for 2015.  Per Capita and Shared Mission are running 
about 50% and this being August, it is reasonable to believe that we will not reach 100% giving.  Jim did say 
that they would be continually in discussion about the budget for 2016.  Shared Mission and Per Capita 
Apportionment updates are appended to the minutes. 
 
He then presented Creative Ministry Grants and a Small Church Grant. These grants are made possible by 
donations made to Shared Mission through JCP. 
 
A Creative Ministry Grant was presented to Mountain View First Presbyterian Church and Willow Springs 
Presbyterian church in the amount of $2,500 for a Reading Literacy Program. The Reverend Diane Cooke came 
forward to accept the grant on behalf of both churches and speak about the program. 

 
This $2,500 dollar Creative Ministry Grant will help us provide free books to 1st graders through a 
program called Reading is Fundamental. 

 

Free books will be distributed to 1st graders in both the Willow Springs and the Mountain View-
Birchwood school districts several times a year. 

 

Our churches will host events that will encourage parents and grandparents to read to those kids and to 
listen to those beginning readers. 

 

We are hoping to make a difference in reading literacy and thank you for your generosity that allow us 
to connect with our community. 
 

A Creative Ministry Grant was presented to Southminster Presbyterian Church of Springfield in the amount of 
$3,900 to offer a computer lab to groups.  Todd Morriss came forward to accept the grant and told of the 
mission. 

For some time now, Southminster has offered a free lunch program on Wednesdays and Saturdays. We 
have a lot of people coming for lunch that do not have access to computers.  Our hope is to update our 
computer technology and open that access to visitors to the church. We have a number of 12 Step 
Programs that meet in our church building each week.  We will offer to those members access to this 
technology. Our hope is to offer some training to those who need it for job hunting and more.   

  
The congregation of Southminster Presbyterian thank you for your help in our outreach. 

 
 
A Creative Ministry Grant was presented to Woodland Heights Presbyterian church of Springfield in the amount 
of $2,000.  The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt came forward to accept the grant on behalf of Woodland Heights. 

One year ago, Austin, a 14 year old boy from our church passed away.  He fell asleep suddenly and 
was rushed to the hospital where it was discovered he had a brain tumor and there was nothing they 
could do. 
 
Austin was very involved in the church. He was always in attendance with his Grandmother, always 
helping out, always busy.  In fact the day he went to the hospital he had been working at the 
Crosslines food truck handing out food to the community. 
 
One of the ladies in our church had a vision for a feeding program. We started once a month to see 
how it would go and the name became “Austin’s Kitchen”. 
 
This past Wednesday for the 4th month we opened our doors to anyone in the community who wants 
to come and eat.  We are seeing more and more people, homeless and neighbors alike. 
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$1,500 dollars will go to Austin’s Kitchen to help with food purchases and publicity.  We also have 
someone from the community speak to those who come to eat such as Habitat For Humanity, 
Crosslines, Springfield Park Board and Springfield Affordable Housing Center to let people know 
what is available in the community. 
 
$500 will go toward a renewed program called 2nd Sunday, a program where churches in the  
Springfield area gather our youth together and meet at one of the churches for a youth rally.  The 
second one will be next Sunday at Covenant. We also had a Youth Mission Retreat this past week in 
which we had 7 youth working in 6 different places in 3 days.  We worked with Crosslines, Convoy of 
Hope, Ronald McDonald House, Faith Community Health Center and Rare Breed Teen Shelter. 
 
$1,000 dollars Peacemaking Grant will be used to update our Fellowship Hall to become more medi-
friendly so we can offer the space to the community to have access to internet and other media to 
help others learn and grow.  Woodland Heights thank the churches of John Calvin Presbytery for 
their continued support to Shared Mission so churches like ours can have a positive effect on the 
community around us.    

  
 

A Small Church Grant was presented to Bethany Presbyterian church in the amount of $3,000 to help  
Crosslines of Joplin move to their new location.  Pat Tamburrino from the congregation Bethany came forward 
to accept the Small Church Grant. 

In 1982 Jim Layman of First Presbyterian Church Joplin gathered other churches in the area to help 
with people needing help.  10 churches came together to form Crosslines of Joplin.  62 churches are 
involved with Crosslines today.  Clothing, food and financial help with rent and utilities are just some of 
the help Crosslines can offer. 
 
Because of city expansion Crosslines found themselves having to move their base of operations.  This 
grant will go to help them move to a new location, to keep serving the community and to grow as a great 
reflection of God’s Love.  Thank you.  
 

 
********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON MINSTRY                THE REVEREND TOM WILLCOX 

Moderator Tom Willcox brought forth the item number one that was removed from the Consent Agenda.  
 
1. That the new terms of call for the Reverend Andrew Chaney at First and Calvary Presbyterian, approved by 
the congregation on June 14, 2015, be approved. 
 

Salary 81,600 
Housing 30,600 
Board of Pensions 40,953 
Continuing Education 1,000 
Mileage 1,000 
Professional Expense 6,000 
Total cost to church 161,153 
2 weeks study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  
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Moderator Tom Willcox explained the reason this item was removed from the consent agenda was not because 
we have any hesitation about encouraging the presbytery to approve this but because we have some hesitation 
about acting when we have a restraining order against us that speaks to anything that would influence the 
minister, officers or employees of First and Calvary.  In our prayerful deliberation our determination has 
been that we would have without hesitation brought this for approval and I suspect without hesitation approved 
it were it not for the restraining order filed by First and Calvary.  We want to continue to behave like a body of 
Christ and not like a civil organization concerned about potential legal difficulties.  We have no interpretation 
that says we would be in violation of the court order if we approve this but I wanted to make sure we were 
aware that we aren’t lawyers and cannot guarantee that. None the less, despite the uncertainty, we bring this for 
approval of the Presbytery at this time. 
 
The moderator offered a time for questions and discussion. 
 

John Nipper, Honorably retired, serving Ozark Presbyterian Church, Ozark, Missouri.   
I would like to move an amendment to this motion, that we approve the terms of call for the Reverend 
Andrew Chaney at First and Calvary as written, if the way be clear on Friday.  
Seconded.  Discussion time was offered. 

 
Timothy Stover, Teaching Elder serving First Presbyterian Church West Plains, Missouri. 

My concern is given the injunction and the fact that the pastor is a representative of the Presbytery, not 
a member of the church, not a member of the corporation, I ask what does this do to his capacity to lead 
the church.  What liability might we have as a result? It seems that the only way he could avoid 
problems with the Presbytery would be to renounce jurisdiction.  I suggest we refer this back to the 
committee and wait until the court makes a ruling and sit down with the pastor to see exactly what his 
intentions are.   

 
Greg Ferree, Teaching Elder, serving First Presbyterian Church Nevada, Missouri. 

 Could we refer back to the committee giving Committee on Ministry power to approve terms as is at that 
point so it would be taken care of by the committee with the Presbytery’s approval, if the way be clear. 

 
Tom Willcox, moderator of COM, Teaching Elder serving First Presbyterian Church Branson, Missouri. 

 Clarification, is this a substitution motion? 
 

Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk:  

 A motion to refer takes precedence over the motion on the floor.  It does need a second and is debatable 
from the floor. It requires a simple majority. 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 
 The Presbytery can give Committee on Ministry in essence, a commission to do that on their behalf. 
 
Mary Kay Glunt, Teaching Elder, Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri. 

 If we do not approve these terms today, how would that affect the minister, should on August 16th the 
congregation vote to leave the PCUSA?  Would he then not have a contract because the presbytery did 
not approve it? 

 
Tom Willcox, moderator of COM, Teaching Elder serving First Presbyterian Church Branson, Missouri. 

 We approved terms of call for Andrew Chaney in May, subsequent to our May meeting, First and 
Calvary had their annual congregational meeting and voted on a change in terms of call for the pastor.  
There is an existing call under which Andrew is serving.  We are simply voting on a change in that call.  
So for us not to vote at this time is for us not to ratify those changes in terms of call. Which means that 
they are not yet legally in effect under church law because it is a three way call. It does not necessarily 
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mean that First and Calvary won’t change how much they are paying Andrew, it simply means that 
there is not yet a valid three way call under the new terms. 

 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk: 
 Tom is exactly right in regards to terms of call.  I want to speak to seceding from the PCUSA. I want to 

be clear that everyone understands that only the presbytery can dismiss or dissolve.  What happens in 
the vote on Sunday, August 16th has nothing to do with us. They are not dismissed or dissolved until you 
say they are. 

 

Tom Willcox, moderator of COM, Teaching Elder serving First Presbyterian Church Branson, Missouri. 
 I speak against the motion to refer, not because I don’t want us to have space and room to be able to act 

with certainty but because you said “until things are resolved” there is a chance that this may be 
stretched out over months and years. What they have put in motion is a temporary restraining order 
which they intend to ask be made permanent on Friday.  A permanent restraining order would not be 
resolved in court in any short order. So referring to committee until it is resolved in court could mean 
that we are referring a change in terms of call for months or years. I am not sure that reflects the best 
relationship between the body of Christ, the Presbytery and one of its teaching elder members. I think 
the risk of the court being mad at us for agreeing with what the congregation has asked us to do is 
almost nonexistent. I think the risk of looking like we are being small minded, punitive and cantankerous 
is much more significant if we choose not to approve at this time.  So a vote against referring back to 
the committee would be in favor of approving the terms of call. 

 

Timothy Stover, Teaching Elder, serving First Presbyterian Church West Plains, Missouri 

 What needs to be resolved is the pastor’s capacity to serve and what kind of exposure that gives the 
Presbytery.  Cantankerous is filing a restraining order. 

 
K. O. Noonoo, Teaching Elder, serving The Pittsburg Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Kansas. 
 It has been my observation for the past few months since our friend Andrew Chaney has been at First 

and Calvary that he has not particularly been involved in the life of John Calvin Presbytery.  I also 
believe that it is not possible for any particular congregation to go so far and take this many steps 
without the pastor’s involvement.  I don’t think that the issue of the pastor’s mandate is really before us.  
I think this whole thing is going together, so I think it is best that we present a good face and best effort 
on our end  understanding that relationships are two sided and we can only do what we can do from our 
end. 

 
The moderator asked if ready to vote.   
 
The motion is to refer the change in terms of call approval back to the committee. Seconded.  Motion failed. 

 
The motion is that the new terms of call for the Reverend Andrew Chaney at First and Calvary Presbyterian,  
approved by the congregation on June 14, 2015, and presented by the committee be approved if the way be clear 
on Friday.  Motion was approved. 

 

 

 

Moderator Tom Willcox moved that Laurie Foos be examined for ordination and for ½ time service at Ozark 
Presbyterian Church, Ozark, Missouri beginning September 1, 2015, with the following terms of call: 
     

 Cash salary 10,350 
 Housing allowance 9840 
 Total salary 20,190 
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             Full medical, pension, disability, and death benefit coverage under the Board of Pensions. 
             Reimbursable expenses (by voucher) 
              Automobile expenses (.575 per mile)       1,200 
              Business/professional expenses        1,000 
              Continuing Education        1,000 
             Moving costs (up to)        2,000 
 
             Paid Vacation four (4) weeks annually (adjusted to two (2) weeks for 2015)  

Two (2) weeks study leave annually. 
In the seventh year of service, the congregation will provide for a three-month Clergy Renewal Leave, 
continuing the salary and benefits for that period, and providing for pulpit supply in the pastor’s absence. 

 
Cynthia Fitzgibbons, chair of the pastor nominating committee at Ozark Presbyterian told of their process in 
calling a pastor.  Cynthia introduced Laurie Foos and invited her to come forward and asked to share a little 
about herself.  
 
Tom asked the first question and after it was answered the floor was open for questions. 
 
The motion was made to arrest the examination. Seconded. Motion approved. 

 
Laurie was escorted from the room then questions and discussion ensued.   
 
The motion was made to sustain the examination and approve the call as pastor at Ozark Presbyterian.  
Seconded. Motion approved. 

 
Laurie returned to the room with welcoming applause. 
 
Tom moved that the terms of call for Laurie Foos at Ozark Presbyterian church be approved as presented. 
Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 

Members from Ozark Presbyterian church present were invited to join Laurie in front of the crowd while John 
Nipper prayed for Laurie and the ministry at Ozark Presbyterian. 
 
Tom moved that the following be elected as the Administrative Commission to ordain and install Laurie Foos on 
August 23, 2015 at Ozark Presbyterian, Ozark, Missouri: The Reverend Dennis Winzenried, the Reverend Susan 
Rosenbaum, the Reverend John Nipper, Elder Cynthia Fitzgibbons (Ozark), Elder Carol Silvey (First, West 
Plains). Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

 

Laurie C. Foos Bio 
From 2005 to 2014 I was enrolled at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA (maintaining a 3.92 GPA). 
During this time I completed two pastoral internships. One was in a large congregation that included all age 
groups in a suburb of Los Angeles (LCPC). The other was made up of mainly senior adults located in a rural 
setting in North Central Arkansas (FPCMH). I also worked for two years in the areas of strategic vision and 
funds development with Los Angeles area Bridges (bridgesus.org), a 501.c3 NFP organization that nurtures 
leaders of emerging Christ-following communities in the complex cultural context of Los Angeles. In addition 
to my chaplaincy experience during Clinical Pastoral Education at Arcadia Methodist Hospital in 2013, I served 
as interim chaplain at Good Samaritan Society, a senior housing/assisted living/skilled nursing facility 
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(December 2014 to mid-March 2015). For several years I have had numerous occasions to preach and lead 
worship in churches throughout the Ozarks. 
 

 From 2001 to 2005 I was a partner in Meridian Executive Partners, a California Bay area consulting firm 
offering full support to emerging and high growth companies.  I also served on the advisory boards of several 
companies in such areas as finance, marketing, business plan development, raising outside capital, management 
recruiting, corporate partnering, and structuring and conducting negotiations for various complex transactions. 
  

From the early 1980s to the mid-1990s, I was the West Coast (Los Angeles-based) representative for Edelson 
Technology Partners, a premiere technology venture capital firm based in New Jersey.  ETP’s limited partners 
include AT&T, 3M, Viacom, and Ford. I monitored investments at the Board of Directors level; generated deal 
flow; conducted due diligence on prospective investments; and assisted portfolio companies in matters such as 
debt financing, management evaluations, marketing, and exit strategies. 
  

In the mid 1990’s, I was a venture capitalist in a firm specializing in high technology and software investments 
located in Westlake Village, California. The limited partners were European and the deal flow originated in 
Scandinavia. I was also a key member of the management team for one of the portfolio companies located in 
Southern California and was instrumental in the completion of a $20 million mezzanine round of financing. 
  
I began my career in high technology in Wall Street, New York in 1979 as a research assistant to all-star analyst 
Harry Edelson at Drexel Burnham Lambert.  The research covered the stock performance and companies in the 
computer and telecommunications industries. Prior to that I worked in my (scientist/entrepreneur) father's 
company. 
  

In 1981 I continued my career in the technology area reporting to the CEO of Transamerica Corporation’s state-
of-the-art data processing and telecommunications affiliate in Los Angeles.  My various responsibilities 
included: research for decision support; special projects; and writing the company’s business plan. 
  

In 1983 I was named Vice President, Information Services for Community Bank, a mid-sized commercial bank 
in Los Angeles.  I reported to the bank’s President, addressing the company’s utilization of its data processing 
resources as well as other key technology issues. 
 

In 1980 I was awarded a Doctoral Research fellowship at the Annenberg School for Communication at USC. I 
withdrew after a year to pursue my career in high technology. 
 

Laurie C. Foos Personal Statement of Faith: 
I acknowledge that only by God’s grace do I even have a personal faith and therefore a statement to make 
concerning it. How grateful I am that by relentless pursuit and self-sacrificing love, revealed and made manifest 
in Jesus Christ, God has won my heart, my mind, and my soul.  My faith’s foundation is that in life and in death 
my entire being belongs to God!  
    

Better understanding of my faith is made possible through God’s Spirit who elucidates Scripture. The Old and 
New Testaments are the authoritative written Word of God that reveals the living Word of God, Jesus Christ. I 
believe God to be one in three, distinct, coequal, and interrelating persons. God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
is the fountain of all life, being, and creation. God brought humans into existence  that we may enjoy being with 
God, proclaim and live the truth about our life-giving God, represent God in creation, live in covenantal love 
with God, and be subject to God’s loving, wise, and just sovereignty.  How wonderful God’s intention for 
humanity!  
 

Tragically, the male and female progenitors of our species fell from their dignity and perfection by disobeying 
God’s commandment, through the deception of Satan as well as their own freedom of will. Consequently, all 
humans now live in pain, misery and inescapable death.  Our relationship with God and one another has been 
ruptured.  We gravitate to evil.  We are unable to do what is good.  We have become addicted to self-love, and 
subjugated by sin, the very negation of who God is. We prefer material and sensual idols rather than loving and 
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obeying the living God.  We exploit neighbor and nature.  We are broken, missing-the-mark people.  Oh, the 
depth to which humanity has fallen! 
 

We deserve punishment for straying so far from who we should be.  Yet, out of God’s tenacious, gracious, 
merciful, just, and covenantal love for humanity, a way has been provided for us to be reconciled to God and 
restored to our intended eternal dignity and perfection.  Scripture chronicles the way in which God seeks the 
lost. Although knowing fallen humans could never live up to their end of the bargain, God binds Godself in a 
promise of redemption to Abraham and the chosen people, Israel. God fulfills that promise by becoming a 
human being, Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of Humanity, who alone mediates on our behalf.   Being 
fully God and fully human, Jesus thus bridges the gulf between God and humanity. Our brokenness and poverty 
is made right by Christ’s fullness and adequacy.  Oh, but what price redemption!  Through perfect obedience in 
life and sacrifice in death, Jesus Christ has assumed our imperfection, waywardness and self-centeredness. 
Christ has borne our punishment and compensated for how far we have missed the mark so that we may stand 
before God, perfect and guilt-free.  Jesus Christ was crucified, died, was buried and descended to the depth we 
had fallen.  In vindication and triumph over death, God raised Jesus Christ from the dead!   Christ ascended into 
heaven and sits in power and glory at God’s right hand.  For the benefit of those who belong to Christ, the one 
who was unjustly crucified by a human tribunal shall at the end demonstrate to the entire universe the reality and 
extent of God’s authority, justice and love. Christ will come again in triumph and judge the living and the dead.  
Death came through the first human beings. In Christ, who is the first of a new humanity, we who belong to the 
triune God are made alive.  We will be with God who will be all in all in a perfect kingdom without end.  What 
good news!  
 

Called into being by Jesus Christ who is its head and who gives it faith and life through the Holy Spirit and 
direction through the Word, the one, holy, universal Church is the communion/body of persons chosen of all 
ages, realms, nations and tongues.  This body of Christ models/embodies a kingdom/reality, where God, not 
earthly powers, rules. The Church participates in God’s mission of reconciliation of humanity and creation, 
responding to the promise of God’s new creation in Christ, and inviting all people to participate in that new 
creation.  The Church is known through the shape and substance of its worship to proclaim and live the truth of 
the life-giving, triune God; the preaching and hearing of the Word of God; love of neighbor; the right 
administration of the sacraments of Baptism (the sign of our union in the death and resurrection of Christ and 
our initiation into the love and justice by which God seeks to redeem the world) and the Lord’s Supper (in which 
our souls are fortified to everlasting life and marked for service in the Church with Christ’s crucified body and 
shed blood).  Additional marks of the Church are continuity with the faith of the Apostles; practice of good 
order through sound discipline because we are infected with sin; repentance and forgiveness for transgressions; 
and perpetual reformation according to the Word of God.  Holy Spirit, sustain us! 
 

The Holy Spirit, through no power of my own, grounds me in love, convicts me of sin, moves me to repentance, 
regenerates me, fortifies me in the continual battle against sin, calls and equips me to serve Christ and my 
neighbor, and unites me with all believers in the universal Church.  Through the sacraments instituted by God 
my heart, mind, and soul bear the signet of the Creator. I am designated a child of God and given access, with 
my fellow heirs in one Spirit, to the Father. I receive newness and fullness of life and blessed assurance of 
perfection and dignity in eternity.  I will enjoy intimate companionship with Christ Jesus and fellow believers in 
God’s Paradise forever.   With joyous hope, oh my soul, praise the triune God! 
 

 
Tom moved that Charley Shurtz be examined for fitness of call to serve at Southminster Presbyterian Church, 
Springfield, Missouri at ½ time, beginning September 1, 2015, if the way be clear pending a congregational vote 
on August 16, with the following terms of call: 

Salary      8,000 
Housing 12,190 
Total Effective Salary 20,190 
Board of Pensions 12,543 
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Kathy Morriss of Southminster Presbyterain came forward to speak about the process of calling a pastor.  She 
then introduced Charley and invited him to tell about himself. 
 
Tom asked the first question. After Charley’s answer, Tom opened the floor for questions.  The motion was 
made to arrest the examination.  Seconded. Motion was approved. 

 

Charley was escorted from the room and questions ensued from the floor.  The motion was made to sustain the 
examination and approve Charley Shurtz for the call as pastor at Southminster Presbyterian church.   
Seconded.  Motion was approved. 

 
Tom moved that if the way be clear, the terms of call for Charley Shurtz be approved as presented by the 
committee.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 
Charley returned to the room as the presbyters welcomed him with applause.  Mary Wright prayed for Charley 
and his ministry at Southminster. 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

 

Charley Shurtz: Biography 

 
To understand the diversity in one’s life a whole picture can never be told. However, to see the spiritual 
influence Christ has had in my life some basic beginning facts need to first be known. I was born to a very poor 
mother whose husband left her before I was two. This left my older sister and myself without a father but my 
mom married two years later giving us a stepfather. He had come from a hard life background, served in Korea, 
and seemed to always be distant, angry, and often violent, leaving my mother in tears many days. He took me 
fishing once for over an hour, I do not recall anything but work that he and I ever did again.  
 

When I was thirteen I spent the summer working at a saw-mill. One of the men working there encouraged me to 
attend a small rural church. The message from the pulpit told of Christ, a God who loved me and wanted me to 
spend eternity with him in heaven. This resonated within me and some days at home reading an old bible that 
had been given me I thought I should become a minister.   
 

At fifteen my stepfather was injured on the job, so I dropped out of school and went to work at a mill. When I 
turned seventeen I pushed my mother to sign for me to enter the military even though the Vietnam War was still 
being fought. I thought I had little right to question solders having never been one. Not the smartest reasoning I 
have ever done. I was stationed with a division that was pulling out of Vietnam and relocated in Hawaii. There I 
was allowed to graduate high school all the while I still would return to thinking about the ministry, though I 
surely did not live anything like what I thought one should.  
 

I was sent to Korea and subsequently critically injured while on the DMZ. After months in the hospital I was 
released from the military and sent home. I learned to walk again, carrying with me a vision of Christ I had 
when I was very close to death. Yet, I became a respiratory therapist, once again shunning that which seemed to 

Continuing Education 1,000 
Mileage ( IRS rate ) 1,200 
Professional expenses 500 
Total cost to church 35,433 
2 weeks continuing education leave  
4 weeks of vacation  
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pull me to ministry. My wife, whom I had married while in Hawaii, had left me a number of times. I discovered 
she was still emotively involved with someone and we consequently where divorced. I remarried a few years 
later to a widow with two sons of her own. 
 

One day, some years later, I had been reading Isaiah chapter 7. I begin to shake all over and went to see our 
pastor at an Independent Church. I became the youth pastor there, amazingly, and a few years late I begin 
official bible classes. I lived near Springfield, Mo. so I attended Bible College and Seminary both in that city. I 
have since served the Lord in the following capacities: Children’s pastor at three churches, youth and young 
adult’s pastor at one church, assistant pastor at one church, co-pastor at two churches, senior pastor at one 
church and a hospice chaplain for 15 years. Half of these were of an American/Korean nature. It is now my 
privilege to be transferring into the PC, USA and continue to seek the Lord’s direction in all I do.  
 
 

Statement of faith: Charley Shurtz, A personal Acknowledgement 

 
It is my belief that all humanity has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, past and present, and only by 
the grace of God can any be saved from our sin. Through this grace we may escape the penalty of our sin, only 
by faith in Jesus the Christ and the giving of our Father God’s unmerited favor.  
 

I believe in the Divine inspiration, authority, and relevance of the Bible. I believe that Scripture is relevant past 
and present for all humanity if we believe in the Sacrifice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  If we live in 
obedience to Christ by allowing ourselves to be conformed into His likeness through preaching, Bible study, 
together and on our own, illuminated by the Holy Spirit, lifting one another up, (prayer) and acknowledging that 
we become the body of Christ, we can know the will of God.   
 

I believe that it is mandated in the Life, Death, and Resurrection of the Christ that we are to be conformed into 
the likeness of Christ, living daily as an example to those around us and in support of those called elsewhere, 
locally or in missions. 
 

I believe that it is paramount as a believer in the Christ we should allow our personal development through 
Christ, as led by the Holy Spirit, to utilize and develop all gifts that is given to each believer, according to the 
will of God, to strengthen one another in the cause of Christ and for His glory.  
 

I furthermore believe, that we should seek to be open to all those Christ calls regardless to status, in furthering 
His Kingdom. The body of Christ needs willingly to follow Christ, the Head of the Body, into all good works, not 
exalting ourselves, but lifting one another up as Christ has done for us before the Father, so therefore should we 
do likewise.  
 

It is my belief that Christ died for all, even though all may not believe or accept His work. It is not for the 
children to judge one another but judgment belongs only and solely as the right of the Father, according to His 
will, not that of humanity. It is our duty as His children to carry the Light in the love, sacrifice and will of the 
Christ. 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 

 

 

The moderator called for Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter, Stated Clerk and Susan Rosenbaum, 

Pastoral Presbyter to come to the center of the room and all gather to pray for them and the work they 

do.  The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Dennis Winzenried at 3:30 p.m. 

 


