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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

178th STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.  Committed to serving Christ in the 

church and in the world.  Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 

 

 
The 178th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Dennis 
Winzenried.  Dennis introduced the Reverend Bill Vincent of First Presbyterian Church of Monett, Missouri.  Bill 
gave the opening prayer and welcomed all in attendance.  He spoke of the mission and ministry of Monett First 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 
The Reverend Vicki Evans and Elder Jerry Arnold were appointed as the meeting pages and tellers to tally votes.  
The Reverend Ellen Brantley and Elder Todd Morriss served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to 
transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as 
many ruling elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling 
elders.”) 
 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

CHURCH 

 

TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 

Excused 

Absent 

 

RULING ELDER 

COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U.Methodist/Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present Dreier, Roger 

Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Hamer, Walt Present Stanley, Larry 

Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 

Branson, MO First Presbyterian Willcox, Tom Present Dixon, Albert 

Branson, MO First Presbyterian ----------------------- Vacant Absent 

Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 

Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Absent 

Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Columbus, KS First Presbyterian Powell, Dale Excused Thiele, Tom 

Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Arnold, Jerry 

Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Scholfield, Jackie 

Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 

Everton, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, Tom Absent Absent 

Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Carter, Margaret 

Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 

Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present Morriss, Diana 

Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 

Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 

Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Present Howell, Michael 

Iola, KS First Presbyterian  Vacant Vacant Toland, Nancy 
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Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Present Absent 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Present Beard, Sallie 

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Craven, Sarah Present Absent 

Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Jones, Louise 

Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 

Monett, MO First Presbyterian Vincent, Bill Present O’Hara, Deanna 

Monett, MO Waldensian Presbyterian Evans, Vicki Present Arnaud, Kent 

Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Cole, Charlotte 

Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Present Excused 

Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Frazier, Susan 

Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 

Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present  Absent 

Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Excused Lovinger, Marilyn 

Oswego, KS First Presbyterian Lorenz, Debi Absent Absent 

Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Absent 

Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Rodgers, Alexandra Present Sheldon, Marlene 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Mayo, Cheryl 

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 

Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant Absent 

Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Murray, Susan 

Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Present Absent 

Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Johnson, John Present Snodgrass, Eileen 

Springfield, MO Covenant Presbyterian Williams, Christopher Present Absent 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary  Chaney, Andrew Present Leonard, Byron 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary --------------------- ------- Hartner, Claudia 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary --------------------- ------- Absent 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary --------------------- ------- Absent 

Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused Absent 

Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Summers-Minette, Terri Excused Hackett, Nancy 

Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Rosenbaum, Susan Excused Scott, Ted 

Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 

Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present Pogue, Marga 

Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Excused Excused 

Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Tranabarger, John Present Absent 

Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Gray, Paul Absent Absent 

West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 

Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Wright, Mary Present Tranbarger, Jim 

Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Buwalda, Paul 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Campbell, Gene Present ------------------------ 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Field, Bob Present ------------------------ 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Kimberlin, Ken Present ------------------------ 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Menzel, Richard Present ------------------------ 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Simpson, Bob Present ------------------------ 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Skillings, John Present ------------------------ 

------------------------ Honorably Retired Stratman, Gary Present ------------------------ 

------------------------ Member at Large Roberts, Matthew Excused ------------------------ 

------------------------ Member at Large Williams, Barry Present ------------------------ 

 



John Calvin Presbytery                             One Hundred Seventy-eighth Stated Meeting 

May 21, 2015                                                            First Presbyterian Church 

                                                                            Monett, Missouri 

 

3 

 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Rodgers, Alex Present 
Presbytery women moderator Spieth, Toni Excused 
General Council moderator Esselman, Greg Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Moore, John Excused 
Committee on Ministry Willcox, Tom Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Craven, Sarah Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Williams, Rich Present 
Nominating Committee Palmerton, Fred Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 
VISITORS 

Anderson, Daphne Bay, John Beisner, Freda Brown, Judy 

Bunwalda, Dee Evans, Lloyd Forkner, Joyce Gale, James 

Kimberlin, Alicia Knott, Phil Leonard, Susan Marsh, Josh 

Morgan, James Morriss, Todd Orchard, Patty Samborski, Holly 

Shurtz, Charley Stratman, Deb Williams, Leanne Wise, Steve 

        
HOST VOLUNTEERS: 

Camp, Jeanne Ann Cherry, Charles Dougherty, Ann O’Hara, Deanna 

Orr, Vicki Norris, Ted Vincent, Deanna  

 
 

 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the March 7, 2015 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved. 
Motion seconded and approved 

 

 

2.  That the docket be approved.  Motion seconded and approved.  
 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 

178th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

First Presbytery Church 

Monett, Missouri 

May 21, 2015 

 
9:15 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  

9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Reverend Dennis Winzenried, Moderator  
      Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – Reverend Bill Vincent  

      Ministry and Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Monett  
      Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
      Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and  Resolutions Committee      

9:45 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
      Approval of the minutes of March 7, 2015 Stated Meeting  

      Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
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      Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

9:50 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion  
              Reverend Gary Stratman preaching  

11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Self Care  
12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH    
12:45 p.m. Hymn sing and Prayer  

1:00 p.m.        Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Elder John Moore C 
      Minute for Mission – Creative Ministries Grant – Diane Cooke  

1:15p.m. Report from the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
      Minute for Mission – Living Waters for the World – Dave Burgess  

1:30 p.m.  Committee on Ministry – Reverend Tom Willcox D 

      Minute for Mission –  Small Church Grants – Charlotte Cole  
2:00 p.m. Report of General Council – Reverend. Greg Esselman E 

      Minute for Mission – Creative Ministries Grant – Jared Witt  
2:15 p.m.       Committee on Preparation for Ministry – Reverend Sarah Craven  F 

      Minute for Mission – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – Todd Morriss  

2:40 p.m.     Mission & Nurture Committee – Reverend Rich Williams  
      Minute for Mission – Creative Ministries Grant – Mary Dawson  

3:00 p.m.   We Go Out as a Celebrating, Worshiping Community - Adjournment  
 
 
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
  The Reverend James Gale, member of Homestead Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 
 

4. That the consent agenda, pages labeled B in your packet, be approved.   
The motion was made to remove item number one under the Committee on Ministry Committee from the 
Consent Agenda and that it be part of the Committee on Ministry portion of the meeting.   
Seconded. Motion Approved. 
  

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

From the Report of the Stated Clerk – Packet 1, A 
 
*1.   That the terms of call for pastors of the presbytery for 2015 be approved.  

(Terms of call are provided as a separate document). 
 

From the Report of the Committee on Ministry – Packet 1, C 

 

*1. ITEM REMOVED AND MOVED TO COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY REPORT. 
That the four month severance agreement between the Reverend Jennifer Loeb and First, Iola, of  
continued salary and Board of Pensions payments be approved.  That pastor vacated the manse a week 
after resignation. 
 

*2.   That the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum be approved to serve as half-time supply at Southminster 
beginning April 5 through July 5 with the following terms: 

  
Salary (based on presbytery minimum) 5,048 
IRA contribution         505 
1 week vacation  
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½ week continuing education  
 
*3.   That the Reverend Chris Williams be moved from designated pastor to pastor at Covenant Presbyterian, 

Springfield, Missouri, with the same terms of call. 
 
*4.   That Sam Stover be commissioned to serve First Presbyterian, Mt. Vernon, Missouri for another three 

years with the same terms of call. 
 
*5.  That the six month severance agreement between the Reverend Kimberly Cunningham and the St. 

Andrew church of Kimberling City, Missouri of continuing salary, housing and Board of Pensions, be 
approved. 

 
From the Report of the Nominating Committee – Packet 1, H 
TE - Teaching Elder  CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder  RE - Ruling Elder Y - Youth   

F - Female   M - Male    

W   - White   A - Asian    AA - African-American 

 

*1. That the following be elected for a one-year term: 
 

The Ordination Examination Readers: 
The Reverend Dr. Jared Witt, WMTE, Fort Scott First Presbyterian 
Mike Garrett, WMRE, Monett First Presbyterian 
The Reverend Jane Huffstetler, WFTE, Honorably Retired 
Nora Burgess, WFRE, Springfield Southminster Presbyterian 

   Alternate : Ralph Brooks, WMRE, Sarcoxie First Presbyterian 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
 
 

 

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Reverend Gary Stratman, Elder Charlotte Cole, Elder Mary Dawson and The Reverend Bill Vincent 
participated in the morning worship service.  The sermon “Accomplish Far More” was delivered by the Reverend 
Gary Stratman based on Ephesians 3 : 14 – 21.  The Reverend Stratman and the Reverend Bill Vincent presided 
at the table along with Elders Charlotte Cole and Mary Dawson. Music was provided by pianist Vicki Orr and led 
by Ted Norris.  The offering collected totaled $ 736.75. One half will be used for the Creative Ministry Grant of 
John Calvin Presbytery, one half will be used for “Food for Thought” a backpack program of First Presbyterian 
Church, Monett, Missouri partnered with Ozarks Food Harvest. 
  
Ted Scott, Ruling Elder from Southminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri was commissioned during 
worship as he joins a mission trip to Peru with “Joining Hands Against Hunger” sponsored by Giddings-Lovejoy 
Presbytery. 
 
 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL TIME 
Presbyters were given time to attend various educational sessions about self care with Dave Burgess, Phyllis 
Winzenried, Brenda Williams, Patty Orchard, Sarah Craven and Alexandra Rodgers. 
 



John Calvin Presbytery                             One Hundred Seventy-eighth Stated Meeting 

May 21, 2015                                                            First Presbyterian Church 

                                                                            Monett, Missouri 

 

6 

 

The morning session was adjourned with prayer for lunch offered by CRE Phyllis Winzenried prior to 

adjourning to Educational Groups. 

 

The afternoon was called to order at 12:45 p.m. with a hymn sing, the Resolution of Thanks, followed by 

prayer offered by Ellen Brantley. 

 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS 

 For all you do in this community… First Monett… 

We give you thanks. 

 For your contribution to mission around the world… First Monett… 

We give you thanks. 

 For a wonderful meal… First Monett… 

We give you thanks. 

 For a beautiful sanctuary… First Monett… 

We give you thanks. 

 For active membership who helped with lunch and all aspects of hosting… First Monett… 

We give you thanks. 

 For extra chairs delivered swiftly to an overcrowded workshop… First Monett… 

We give you thanks. 

 For an inspiring sermon delivered by Gary Stratman… First Monett…  

We give you thanks. 

 And since Bill claimed responsibility for the beautiful weather… Bill Vincent… 

  We give you thanks. 

 

 
Moderator Dennis Winzenried awarded Ordination Anniversary certificates to the Reverend John Tranbarger, 60 
year anniversary, the Reverend Rodney Peters, 50 year anniversary, who were present to accept their certificates 
and recognized the Reverend Charles Carson, 60 year anniversary and the Reverend Karl Young, 35 year 
anniversary, who were not present. 
 
Walt Dellow was honored as a good colleague of this Presbytery for 25 years. We give thanks for his time with 
us in different settings. We ask God’s blessing upon Walt and Vivian as they move permanently to Arizona. 
 
An announcement was made about the Oasis Conference in Kansas City by Holly Sambourski. Dick Menzel 
announced the upcoming retirement workshop given by Board of Pensions, in September at First and Calvary 
Presbyterian Church in Springfield. 
 
Moderator Winzenried gave a brief explanation of the Minute for Mission excerpts between committee reports.  
Creative Ministry Grants have been awarded to these churches for new ministries.  Creative Ministry Grants are 
made possible from donations to Shared Mission from congregations in JCP.  
 
 
REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE                         DENNIS WINZENRIED 

Dennis Winzenried, acting moderator of AMC moved that Presbytery approve the following concerning the 
Loan for transfer from Church Development Corporation (CDC) to Presbyterian Investment and Loan 
Program (PILP) for St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City, Missouri. 

Therefore, be it resolved that: 
The John Calvin Presbytery (a “Corporation”) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) having received 
and reviewed the loan application of the St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City, Missouri, a 
member in good standing of this Presbytery, approved the loan application and guarantees the 
repayment of principal and interest on the loan from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation 
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(“CLP”) in the amount of not to exceed $141,000.00. The officers of the Presbytery Corporation as 
listed on the attached Affidavit/Certificate of Incumbency marked Exhibit A are authorized to sign a 
Guaranty Agreement for this loan as agents of the Presbytery Corporation. 

Motion approved. (The Affidavit is on file). 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 

1.  Committee reviewed the Shared Mission and Per Capita Apportionment comparison report for the years 
2011 to 2015.  The projected shortfall for Shared Mission for 2015 is $120,000. 

2.  The Presbytery office property has been listed with Neil Stenger of Murney and Associates for another 
six months. 

 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1.   Reviewed the financial reports for January-March 2015. 
 

 

 

********* Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 

 

 

 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                      DIANE COOKE 
Four years ago today a group of Presbyterians, Methodists, and other concerned folks from Mountain 
View and Birch Tree, Missouri, were planning the first Back to School Fair for our area. Our local 
social service agency would not be able to give assistance to low income students, so we stepped up to 
help, and John Calvin Presbytery awarded us a Creative Ministry Grant that August to help fund this 
project. 

 

Today we are organizing our 4th Back to School Fair, and we expect more students than the 220 last 
year who received school supplies, vision screenings, haircuts, and information about local community 
resources. 

 

And so we thank you…Thank you for helping us provide crayons, notebooks, and backpacks to low 
income students from PreKindergarten to 12th grade. You helped us convey to those students the 
message that we believe in them, and that their success in school is very important. 

 

You may not have realized it, but this grant conveyed another message. It told our church, First 
Presbyterian in Mountain View, that you believe in us, and you support our efforts to do something new 
for our community. I will tell you a secret…small churches get scared. We’re afraid because we are 
small and our numbers are shrinking, our members are getting older, and our resources and energy are 
getting scarcer, and we begin to think that we shouldn’t try new mission projects. There is even talk 
about cutting back, about surviving. This grant provided for and encouraged schoolchildren, and it 
encouraged us, too. It made a difference the year we received it, and it has had a lasting effect. It 
continues to make a difference in how we think about our outreach to the community and the world. For 
that, we thank you, and we thank God. 

 

Ephesians 3:20-21  “To God who means of his power working is us is able to do so much more than we 
can ever ask for, or even think of : to God be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus for all time, 
forever and ever! Amen.” 

 
 

********** Concludes the Minute for Mission ********** 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER        ELDER JIM HOLT 

Jim spoke to those assembled about the financial reports.  He shared his experience with the Presbytery and the 
importance of the support we all receive from those serving on committees and the administrative positions. 
Shared Mission and Per Capita Apportionment are appended to the minutes. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 

 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                 THE REVEREND DAVE BURGESS 
Living Waters For The World is a program started by the Synod of Living Waters which is located in 
Franklin, Tennessee to provide clean water solutions to folks primarily living in third world countries 
and a few areas of the United States. 
 

I got involved in  this program while serving in Alabama.  We began discussing the program at Joplin 
First and John Calvin Presbytery, we found that members of Southminster Presbyterian were also 
interested as well as others in JCP. 
 

One year ago John Calvin Presbytery made a three year commitment to support Living Waters as an 
intentional effort of the entire Presbytery.  Since then we have developed a leadership team of which 
most have gone on a shadowing trip or attended clean water university, a week long training at Camp 
Hopewell outside of Oxford, Mississippi. 
 

We are very close to being able to make our Covenant Trip to develop a partnership with the local 
people.  The second trip will be to help the locals with installations and the third trip will be to return 
one year later. 
 

JCP Living Waters is asking presbyters to stay involved in different ways. 
 

     Pray for this ministry. 
  

There is a Vacation Bible School curriculum that you can download in which the beneficiary is  

Living Waters for the World. 
  

     When you order on Amazon you can be directed to purchase in such a way that a portion of what you             

        spend will be donated to Living Waters of the World. 
  

     Donate to JCP Living Waters through the Presbytery. 
  

The church exists for mission!  Mission is what we are about! 

We will be glad to speak with you further about this ministry. 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the Minute for Mission ********** 

 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE ON MINSTRY                THE REVEREND TOM WILLCOX 
Moderator Tom Willcox brought forth the item number one that was removed from the Consent  
Agenda for discussion and asked if there were questions.  The question was what happened between  
Pastor Jennifer Loeb and First Iola.  Moderator Willcox stated that it was in fact Pastor Loeb who  
submitted her resignation and asked the church to release her from the call at First Iola and is asking  
the Presbytery to do the same.  The reasons are personal and not subject to be shared.  
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1. Hearing no other question or discussion.   Moderator Willcox moved that the four month severance 
agreement between the Reverend Jennifer Loeb and First Presbyterian Iola, Kansas of continued salary 
and Board of Pensions payments be approved.  The pastor vacated the manse a week after resignation.   
Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 
 
Items 2, 3, 4, and 5 see Consent Agenda. 
 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE COMMITTEE: 

1. Dismissed the Reverend Dee Lilly to Los Ranchos Presbytery 
2. Dismissed the Reverend John Oerter to Mid-Kentucky Presbytery 
3. Appointed the Reverend Greg Ferree as moderator at First Presbyterian, Iola, Kansas 
4. Approved the Reverend Robert Rogers, member of Giddings-Lovejoy, to moderate for Rolla First 

Presbyterian for April, May and June. 
5. Approved the Reverend Robert Field to labor outside our bounds to perform a wedding in Grand 

Canyon Presbytery on March 21, 2015 
6. Approved the election of a Designated Pastor Nominating Committee at First Presbyterian, Iola, 

Kansas 
7. Approved two MIFs for First & Calvary Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri for Associate Pastor 

searches 
8. Approved dismissing the DPNC for First Presbyterian, West Plains, Missouri and facilitating a search 

for an interim pastor 
9. Approved Jerry Arnold to officiate communion at Crane Presbyterian, Crane, Missouri on June 7 and 

July 5 
10. Approved John Johnson to take Week 2 of Interim Training 
11. Placed Dennis Pirkle, ruling elder, on the pulpit supply list 
12. Triennial visits done with Crane Presbyterian, Crane, Missouri, First Presbyterian, Everton, Missouri 

and Hampton Presbyterian, Everton, Missouri 
13. Approved Charley Shurtz to officiate at the Table at Crocker Presbyterian, Crocker, Missouri Sunday, 

May 10. 
14. Approved the Reverend Kimberly Cunningham to take Week 1 of Interim Training 
15. Dismissed the Administrative Commission to install the Reverend Dr. Jared Witt at First 

Presbyterian, Fort Scott, Kansas 
16. Placed Laurie Foos on the pulpit supply list 
17. Approved the MIF for Southminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 
18. Approved Diane Good, elder at First Presbyterian Chanute, Kansas to take CRE training through 

Dubuque Seminary online 
19. Approved Walt Dellow to serve communion at Ebenezer Presbyterian, Greenfield, Missouri on June 

7 
20. Approved the request from First Presbyterian, Columbus, Kansas to allow elders to serve more than 

six consecutive years. 

 
 
 

********** Concludes Committee on Ministry Report ********** 
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MINUTE FOR MISSION                                                    ELDER CHARLOTTE COLE 

In the fall of 2010 the First Presbyterian Church of Mt. Vernon started a community diaper pantry to 
provide emergency supplies of diapers to needy babies.  At first all diapers were donated by church 
members but if you’ve bought diapers lately you know how costly they are.  With the help of Shared 
Mission Creative Ministry grant as well as other community resources we have been able to maintain an 
adequate supply of diapers. We have grown from a distribution of five to around 35 packages at one 
distribution time. 

  
********** Concludes Minute for Mission********** 

 

GENERAL COUNCIL                GREG ESSELMAN 
Moderator Esselman moved the following: 
 
That the financial statements for January - March 2015 be filed for review. 
Motion approved. 

 
That presbytery request a $10,000 grant from the Synod to provide Core Value Index inventory to sessions  
and PNCs within the presbytery.  Motion approved. 

 

James Gale presented a check for $10,000 to provide Core Value Index inventory.  James stated on behalf of the 
Synod and all the members of the Synod Assembly, thanked the John Calvin Presbytery for paying Per Capita 
and Shared Mission. Even though it is sometimes difficult to do so.  This grant for $10,000 is presented to John 
Calvin Presbytery to directly support the work of its congregations by help provide CORE VALUE INDEX 
inventory to sessions and PNCs within the Presbytery. 
 
Greg pointed out that there will be recommended changes to the Manual of Operations to be posted on the web 
site by the end of June that would allow the Committee on Representation to bring nominees for presbytery 
committees to the floor for vote and would negate the need for a Nominating Committee.  These changes will be 
voted upon at the August meeting of the presbytery. 
 
 
Moderator Esselman presented the prayer shawl to Jerry Arnold, Elder from Crane Presbyterian the location of 
the 179th Stated Meeting on Monday, August 3, 2015. 
 

ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1. Approved the docket for the May 21, 2015 stated meeting of presbytery 
2. Reviewed the financial statements 

 

 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 

 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                                   THE REVEREND JARED WITT 
Fort Scott is a small community of about 8,000.  This makes things economically difficult and a huge 
amount of stress on the educational system. As we explored how we as a congregation can be present in 
the community, having several educators as members, providing some sort of after-school program was 
something that connected with our congregation. 
 

We started a pilot program, Thursday Afterschool.  Five or six members volunteer their time for this 
program with emphasis on math and arts. 
 

We hope to expand on what the numbers of days we can offer and increase the children we can 
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accommodate. 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Fort Scott, Kansas thank you.    
We thank you for helping our congregation reach out to the community of Fort Scott.   

By donating to Shared Mission, John Calvin Presbytery can in turn help small churches minister to others. 
Jared Witt, Pastor First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 

 
********** Concludes Minute for Mission ********** 

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY              THE REVEREND SARAH CRAVEN 
 
Moderator Sarah Craven moved that Presbytery examine Charley Shurtz for transfer of his ordination from 
Missionary Church International to the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Sarah explained that Charley passed his 
exams in the alternative format which was laid out in the November meeting.  
 
Sarah introduced Charley Shurtz to the presbyters and asked the first question. After Charley answered the floor 
was opened for questions.  The motion was made to arrest the examination.  Seconded. Motion to arrest 

approved. 
 
Charley was escorted from the room and questions ensued from the floor.  The motion was made to sustain the 
examination.  Seconded. Motion approved. 

 
Charley return to the room and was welcomed with applause.  Sarah Craven prayed for Charley and his future 
ministry. 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

 
 

Charley Shurtz: Biography 

 
To understand the diversity in one’s life a whole picture can never be told. However, to see the spiritual 
influence Christ has had in my life some basic beginning facts need to first be known. I was born to a very poor 
mother whose husband left her before I was two. This left my older sister and myself without a father but my 
mom married two years later giving us a stepfather. He had come from a hard life background, served in Korea, 
and seemed to always be distant, angry, and often violent, leaving my mother in tears many days. He took me 
fishing once for over an hour, I do not recall anything but work that he and I ever did again.  
 

When I was thirteen I spent the summer working at a sawmill. One of the men working there encouraged me to 
attend a small rural church. The message from the pulpit told of Christ, a God who loved me and wanted me to 
spend eternity with him in heaven. This resonated within me and some days at home reading an old bible that 
had been given me I thought I should become a minister.   
 

At fifteen my stepfather was injured on the job, so I dropped out of school and went to work at a mill. When I 
turned seventeen I pushed my mother to sign for me to enter the military even though the Vietnam War was still 
being fought. I thought I had little right to question solders having never been one. Not the smartest reasoning I 
have ever done. I was stationed with a division that was pulling out of Vietnam and relocated in Hawaii. There I 
was allowed to graduate high school all the while I still would return to thinking about the ministry, though I 
surely did not live anything like what I thought one should.  
 

I was sent to Korea and subsequently critically injured while on the DMZ. After months in the hospital I was 
released from the military and sent home. I learned to walk again, carrying with me a vision of Christ I had 
when I was very close to death. Yet, I became a respiratory therapist, once again shunning that which seemed to 
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pull me to ministry. My wife, whom I had married while in Hawaii, had left me a number of times. I discovered 
she was still emotively involved with someone and we consequently where divorced. I remarried a few years 
later to a widow with two sons of her own. 
 

One day, some years later, I had been reading Isaiah chapter 7. I begin to shake all over and went to see our 
pastor at an Independent Church. I became the youth pastor there, amazingly, and a few years late I begin 
official bible classes. I lived near Springfield, Mo. so I attended Bible College and Seminary both in that city. I 
have since served the Lord in the following capacities: Children’s pastor at three churches, youth and young 
adult’s pastor at one church, assistant pastor at one church, co-pastor at two churches, senior pastor at one 
church and a hospice chaplain for 15 years. Half of these were of an American/Korean nature. It is now my 
privilege to be transferring into the PC, USA and continue to seek the Lord’s direction in all I do.  
 
 

Statement of faith: Charley Shurtz, A personal Acknowledgement 

 
It is my belief that all humanity has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, past and present, and only by 
the grace of God can any be saved from our sin. Through this grace we may escape the penalty of our sin, only 
by faith in Jesus the Christ and the giving of our Father God’s unmerited favor.  
 

I believe in the Divine inspiration, authority, and relevance of the Bible. I believe that Scripture is relevant past 
and present for all humanity if we believe in the Sacrifice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  If we live in 
obedience to Christ by allowing ourselves to be conformed into His likeness through preaching, Bible study, 
together and on our own, illuminated by the Holy Spirit, lifting one another up, (prayer) and acknowledging that 
we become the body of Christ, we can know the will of God.   
 

I believe that it is mandated in the Life, Death, and Resurrection of the Christ that we are to be conformed into 
the likeness of Christ, living daily as an example to those around us and in support of those called elsewhere, 
locally or in missions. 
 

I believe that it is paramount as a believer in the Christ we should allow our personal development through 
Christ, as led by the Holy Spirit, to utilize and develop all gifts that is given to each believer, according to the 
will of God, to strengthen one another in the cause of Christ and for His glory.  
 

I furthermore believe, that we should seek to be open to all those Christ calls regardless to status, in furthering 
His Kingdom. The body of Christ needs willingly to follow Christ, the Head of the Body, into all good works, not 
exalting ourselves, but lifting one another up as Christ has done for us before the Father, so therefore should we 
do likewise.  
 

It is my belief that Christ died for all, even though all may not believe or accept His work. It is not for the 
children to judge one another but judgment belongs only and solely as the right of the Father, according to His 
will, not that of humanity. It is our duty as His children to carry the Light in the love, sacrifice and will of the 
Christ. 
 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 

 

1.  Certified John Anderson ready to receive a call. John has received a call to Plains and Peaks Presbytery. 
 
2.  Certified Michael Hill ready to receive a call. Homestead Presbytery is requesting that we ordain Michael on    
     their behalf so that he can be ordained at Hillcrest. 
 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Preparation for Ministry ********** 
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MINUTE FOR MISSION       ELDER TODD MORRISS 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has been active in John Calvin Presbytery for many years.  It’s 
resurgence came after August 28, 2005, when Hurricane Katrina and the subsequent storm surge killed 
nearly 2,000 people and affected some 90,000 square miles of the U.S. gulf coast. ( That’s 90,000 
square miles. The state of Missouri totals just over 69,000 square miles. ) 

  
Christine Iannucilli led a group to D’Iberville, Mississippi in the fall of 2005 where the work was 
primarily mucking out and clearing debris from the storm.  In June 2006, after Kathy Morriss retired, 
John Calvin Presbytery Disaster Assistance ( JCPDA ) found a champion with a passion for helping the 
survivors of disaster. 

  
Since that time JCPDA has made two week long trips a year with extra short term trips in between.  In 
all we have made over 20 trips to places like Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Nashville, Tennessee, Bay St. Louis, 
Mississippi, Lake Charles, Louisiana, Southeast Kansas and most recent, Joplin, Missouri.  While we 
have a nucleus of the team that has made most of the trips, there have been over 40 people from all 
corners of the Presbytery that have participated at some time in our disaster work. 
And don’t forget the Disaster Buckets, School Kits and Hygiene Kits. Our Presbytery has filled and 
delivered to the PDA warehouse nearly 300 disaster buckets. 
 

I have heard people in John Calvin Presbytery say that the spirit, hard work and accomplishments of 
JCPDA is one of the things that makes this Presbytery feel alive and energized. 

 

So keep standing in the GAP.  

GIVE - to One Great Hour of Sharing.   
ACT - to help with the work of disaster preparedness and rebuilding, and  

PRAY - for our team.   
  

We will continue to be out there twice a year, helping people rebuild and move into the new normal that has to 
be so painstakingly built after a natural or human caused disaster.  

 
 
 
 

********** Concludes Minute for Mission ********** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE                         THE REVEREND RICH WILLIAMS 

 
Rich announced that PDA Disaster buckets will be available at the next Presbytery meeting at Crane 
Presbyterian August 3 for churches to pick up, fill and return to the Presbytery meeting November 7 at Hillcrest 
Presbyterian Church in Springfield. 
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********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                        ELDER MARY DAWSON 
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********** Concludes Minute for Mission ********** 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Dennis Winzenried at 2:15 p.m. 
 


