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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

186th STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 
The 186th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Kathy Morriss.  
Kathy welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Shell Knob Missouri, the 
Reverend Dr. Peggy Wobbema.  Peggy spoke about the ministry and mission of Trinity Presbyterian.   
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

Elder Todd Morris and Elder Grant Spieth served as pages. The Reverend Diane Cooke, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church of Mountain View, Missouri and Willow Springs Presbyterian Church of Willow Springs, Missouri, served 
as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
Reverend Melana Scruggs offered prayer for the morning portion of the meeting. 
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 Note:   Permission was requested and granted for early departure from meeting by Reverend Susan  
   Rosenbaum, Reverend Greg Esselman and Reverend Dave Burgess. 

 
COMMUNITY 

 
CHURCH 

 
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present Dreier, Roger 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Present Ellis, Craig 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Excused 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Excused Hardin, Vera 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present  Eckles, Bob 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Vacant Vacant Pirkle, Dennis 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Present Howell, Michael 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Whitworth-Reed, Linda Present Absent 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Present Whittington, Lorraine 
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Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Absent 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Rosenbaum, Susan Present Jones, Louise 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Excused 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Present Samuels, Margaret 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Excused 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Excused Sewell, Kay 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Excused Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Reeves, Sharon 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Absent 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant Wilson, Bob 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Cottingham, Pam 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Excused Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Present Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Present Forkner, Joyce 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Meester, Diane 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Present Scott, Ted 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Wright, Mary Excused Dugan, Charlotte 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA   Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present Kammerer, Rosemary 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Excused Absent 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Christer, Judy 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Excused Hanes, Rick 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Present Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Absent 
------------------------- Member at Large Cunningham, Kimberly Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Reed, David Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at Large Schwandt, Becky Excused -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at Large Williams, Barry Present -------------------------- 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Morriss, Kathy Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Flikkema, Eltjen Present 
General Council moderator Brantely, Ellen Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Esselman, Greg Present 
Committee on Ministry Burgess, Dave Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Committee on Representation  Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Williams, Rich Present 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 
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VISITORS 
Arnold, Jerry Bay, John Behan, John Connors, Janet 
Daleske, Reina DeVore, Shirley Dollar, S. Gentle, Julia 
Hall, Jane Jones, Gaylene Jones, George  Kick, Beth 
Landrith, Marsha Miller, Denise Miller, Richard  Morriss, Todd 
Moseley, Anthony Muegge, Sarah Samuels, Bobby Spieth, Grant 
Spieth, Toni Zurrier, Lois   

 
 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the February 25, 2017 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved. 
Motion seconded and approved 
 
2.  That the docket be approved with the following change, that the report of Pastoral Presbyter be moved to follow 
the Clerk’s report and move the Administrative Ministries Committee report to 1:00 p.m. and all reports move 
forward thereafter. Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
186th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Shell Knob, Missouri 

May 18, 2017 
9:00 a.m. Registration, Fellowship & Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
9:30 a.m. Call to Order – Elder Kathy Morriss, Moderator of Presbytery  

 Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – The Reverend Dr. Peggy Wobbema  
 Ministry & Mission of Trinity Presbyterian, Shell Knob Missouri  
 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
 Announcements – Appointment of Meeting Pages & Resolutions Committee  

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk – Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
 Approval of the Minutes of February 25, 2017 Stated Meeting  
 Communications – Seating of Corresponding Members  
 Adoption of the Consent Agenda   

9:45 a.m. Report from representative Presbyterian Mission Agency, Malinda Spencer  
9:50 a.m. Report of the Pastoral Presbyter  
9:55 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

     The Reverend Charles Spencer, preaching 
 

   
11:00 a.m. Educational Time – “A Telling Secret” ~ The Reverend Charles Spencer 

     This workshop will look at the impact the secrets we keep about stewardship and giving      
      have on our stewardship. 

 

   
12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH  
12:45 p.m. Hymn Sing  
12:55 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks  

1:00 p.m. Report of the Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Greg Esselman E 
1:15 p.m. Report of the Committee on Ministry – Reverend Dave Burgess C 
1:50 p.m. Report of General Council D 
2:00 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt   
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2:05 p.m. Report of the Committee on Representation – Reverend Mary Kay Glunt F 
2:10 p.m. Report of the Mission & Nurture Committee – Reverend Rich Williams  
2:25 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Moderator Lorraine Whittington G 
2:30 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community – Adjournment  

 
 
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 Charles Spencer, Executive Presbyter in Heartland Presbytery,  

Kent Hollingsworth, member of New Hope Presbytery  
Chris Miller, member of Heartland Presbytery 
Malinda Spencer, Associate with the Presbyterian Mission Agency 

 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
4. That the terms of call for pastors of the presbytery for 2017 be approved.  

 with the following corrections: 
 Reverend Mary Kay Glunt, Pastor Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, Missouri 
 Salary      $ 25,000.00 
 Housing   $ 16,000.00   
 Total Effective Salary: $ 41,000.00 
 
 Reverend Ellen Brantley, Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
 Full-time pastor 
 
 Reverend John Becker, Pastor, Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, Willard, Missouri 
 Salary   $ 20,000.00 
 Housing  $ 20,380.00 
 Total Effective Salary: $ 40,380.00 

Seconded.  Motion was approved with corrections. 
 
5. That Presbytery hear a Resolution from Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield Missouri and that the Resolution 

be included in the minutes for this meeting.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS  
to 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
 

Whereas, before Trinity Presbyterian Church was formed, our fellow Presbyterians of Westminster were there to   
   take us in and provide their love and support; and,  

 

Whereas, Westminster became, quite literally, a sanctuary in which Trinity could worship, pray, plan and grow; 
    and 
   

Whereas, in so doing, Westminster asked nothing in return but rather asked only, “What can we do?;” and,  
 

Whereas, it is appropriate and the desire of the Session and the Congregation of Trinity Presbyterian Church  
PC(U.S.A.) to recognize and publicly thank Westminster Presbyterian Church for its unwavering support 
and goodwill;  

 

Now, be it RESOLVED, that the Session and Congregation of Trinity Presbyterian Church PC(U.S.A.) do hereby 
joyfully thank the congregation of Westminster Presbyterian Church for their efforts as set forth above and for their 
continued fellowship, which the congregation of Trinity Presbyterian Church pledges to share. 
 

Thanks be to God for Westminster Presbyterian Church! 
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FOR INFORMATION: 
1.   The membership of John Calvin Presbytery as of December 31, 2016 is 3135. 
 
2.   John Calvin Presbytery has parity at meetings.  There are no more than 40 active ministers in the 

presbytery.  There are 47 churches, four of which can bring two commissioners, making a possible total of 
51 ruling elder commissioners.   There are also five ruling elder commissioners and one ruling elder 
currently serving churches. 

 
3.  Each year the Stated Clerk is to report a list of those members who have served in the past on the 

Permanent Judicial Commission and when their term expired, in case they would be needed again.  That list 
is as follows: 

Class of 2011:              Connie Banwart, First, Fort Scott, Kansas 
                                        Jerry Redfern, Trinity, Springfield, Missouri 
  

Class of 2013:              Reverend Greg Esselman 
                                        Tom Foval, First, Mt. View, Missouri 
  

Class of 2015               Reverend Diane Cooke 
 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
 
 
 
Malinda Spencer, Associate with the Presbyterian Mission Agency spoke to those assembled about the Publishing 
Division of the Agency.   
 
 
 
REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER        REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 
Susan honored Ordination Anniversaries by presenting certificates from Presbytery to: 
 The Reverend Dave Burgess celebrating 15 years of Ordination 
 The Reverend Marvin Groote celebrating 30 years of Ordination  
 The Reverend John Johnson celebrating 40 years of Ordination 
 The Reverend John Nipper celebrating 50 years of Ordination 
 
Susan announced that a portable Prayer Labyrinth is available for church use. A sign-up sheet is available. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 
 
 
SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Elder David Mohler shared in the liturgy of the service. The Reverend Charles Spencer brought the sermon “Generous 
and Ready to Share.”  The Reverend Peggy Wobbema and the Reverend Charles Spencer presided at the Lord’s Table 
and Holy Communion was served by the Elders of Trinity Presbyterian Church. Music was provided by Evelyn 
Gieseke, Organist and Joyce Forkner of Trinity Presbyterian.  The offering collected totaled $ 572.00, of which one 
half will go to the Creative Ministry Grant Fund of John Calvin Presbytery and one half to Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Shell Knob’s directed mission of Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services. 
 
 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 
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EDUCATIONAL TIME 
The Reverend Charles Spencer led a workshop that looked at the impact of the secrets we keep about stewardship 
and giving have on our stewardship. 
 
 
The Reverend John Johnson offered prayer to end the morning session and for lunch. 
 
 
The group joined in a hymn sing to start the afternoon session. 
 
The afternoon was called to order at 12:55 p.m. with prayer offered by the Reverend Dr. Jared Witt.  Jared 
Witt extended an invitation to all to join a discussion group reading “Reformations” by Carlos Eire 
 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                                                                           REVEREND DIANE COOKE 
Be it resolved that we express our thanks to all the good people of Trinity Presbyterian Church here in Shell Knob 
because we have experienced abundance.  Your warm welcome, care, hospitality, and your lunch table was 
abundant.  You have been faithful stewards of God’s Grace and a blessing to each of us and we are grateful God.  
Many Thanks.  
 

 
 

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE               REVEREND GREG ESSELMAN 
The committee recommends that a minimum of $800,000, from the sale of the real estate property in Springfield 
Missouri be invested in low-end risk products with Community Foundation of the Ozarks.  Motion approved. 
 
The committee recommends approval of the request from Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church, Springfield, 
Missouri, for permission to sell a house on property adjacent to the church.  A time for questions and discussion was 
held.  Motion was approved. 
   
 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1.   Set up a task force to talk with Brian Fogle about investment options through Community Foundation of  

the Ozarks. 
2.   Made recommendations to General Council regarding first quarter financial reports, family leave for  

Melana Scruggs, and sale of property for Woodland Heights Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri. 
 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINSTRY                                               ELDER TED SCOTT 
Committee on Ministry, Acting Moderator, Elder Ted Scott presented the committee’s report for moderator Dave 
Burgess, who needed to be excused early for a funeral. 
 
Ted moved that Presbytery celebrate the mission and ministry of Presbyterian Church, Point Lookout, Missouri and 
dissolve the church effective June 11, 2017.  No Seconded was required.  Motion was approved. 
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Ted introduced Bob Wilson, member and clerk of session for the Presbyterian Church at Point Lookout, Missouri.  
Bob spoke about the history and ministry of the Point Lookout Church.   
 

The history of the School of the Ozarks and its relationship with the Presbyterian Church 
Read May 18, 2017 at the Presbytery Meeting, Shell Knob, Missouri 

 

Information gathered from the book: 
The Flight of the Phoenix, The biography of The School of the Ozarks. By Townsend Godsey. 

 

Our journey begins with the Reverend James Fulton Forsythe, Evangelist, in the year of 1901, he journeyed to the 
Ozark region of Missouri.  He read a favorite Psalm: 

Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
O, my God, I trust in thee; let me not be ashamed, 

Let not mine enemies triumph over me ….. 
Show me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths 

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me; for thou art the God 
Of my salvation; on Thee do I wait all the day. 

 

Reverend Forsythe was on a journey to a small town called Forsyth, Missouri.  He was asked if his last name was 
related to the town he going to.  He knew that his mission assignment, though not spelled in contract form, included 
the customary ministerial duties of performing marriages, conducting funerals, gathering the people together to hear 
the Word of salvation and visiting in their homes, especially visiting the sick and the lonely. He had been instructed 
to organize Sunday Schools and this he found a much harder job than preaching to a congregation however small it 
might be. He also was selling and distributing Bibles, rather an ironic assignment in the light of the poor education 
of the people and their lack of cash. 
  

Forsythe regularly received news of the activities of his denomination through letters from his parents and reports 
and bulletins from the Synod and the Presbytery.  The Synod’s Church and Christian Education Committee during 
its October 1901, session   urged the establishment of parochial schools in the state.  Forsythe had consistently made 
reports of his work to Dr. Dobyns, chairman of the Synod’s Home Missions Committee but little attention seemed to 
have been given them.  Minutes of the Home Missions Committee report of this 1901 session merely said, “Mr. 
Forsythe (is) laboring in three counties in southwest Missouri.” 
 

Forsyth, county seat of Taney County, Missouri, had been selected by the Synod as the site of The School. The offer 
by the citizens of Forsyth of 40 acres of land and a cash donation of $3, 357.50 had been accepted. Laying of the 
Cornerstone School of the Ozarks would be Wednesday, October 17, 1906. 
 

On December 13, the Taney County Republican contained a copy of the Articles of Incorporation of the The School 
which had been filed with the petition for charter in Taney County Circuit Court on November 12th. The Charter was 
granted on November 19th, by the Secretary of State John E. Swanger at Jefferson City, Missouri.   The first official 
seal states “Work with Mind, Hand and Spirit”.   The Forsyth years were 1907-1916.  

 

The Taney County Republican, Thursday, January 14, 1915 carried the story:  The School of the Ozarks Destroyed 
by Fire. Citizens of Forsyth arrange funds for temporarily taking care of the immediate needs of the institution, work 
has begun on erection of dining hall and kitchen.  

 

The trustees record their profound gratitude to God, that all lives were graciously protected, and saved. Also, they 
expressed their high appreciation of warm hospitality of the citizens of Forsyth toward the faculty and the students 
in the sudden calamity that swept away their home.  

 

Thursday, October 26, 1915 was set aside for dedicating The School’s new property “for the purpose of Christian 
education.” This was located west of Hollister, Missouri.  

 

 Session Minutes:  Hollister, Mo., May 7, 1922, We, the undersigned persons, being desirous for a church 
organization at The School of the Ozarks do hereby petition the Rev. John Crockett, Evangelist for Lafayette 
Presbytery, to organize us into a Presbyterian Church under the jurisdiction of Lafayette Presbytery of the 

Presbyterian Church in the United States. (Names removed) 



John Calvin Presbytery                                      One Hundred Eighty-Sixth Stated Meeting 
May 18, 2017                                                              Trinity Presbyterian Church 
                                                                           Shell Knob, Missouri 
  

8 
 

On receiving this petition, a meeting of the faculty and student body of the school was called for 8:15 p.m. on March 
7th.  At this meeting, these persons were regularly organized into a Presbyterian Church (The Presbyterian Church 
of the School of the Ozarks). 

 

R.M Good and C.M. Parkey were elected, ordained and installed Ruling Elders.  Reverend T.M. Barbee, who is the 
teacher of Bible at the school and a member of Palmyra Presbytery with evangelistic powers assisted in the 
organization of the church and the ordination and installation of the Ruling Elders.  Mr. Barbee was appointed to 
deliver the charge to the Ruling Elders on Sunday March 12th.  After prayer and the benediction, the meeting 
adjourned.       

Signed:  John Crockett 
              Evangelist for Lafayette Presbytery 
 

In the 1980s when I became a member, Elder and Clerk of Session, The School of the Ozarks church was active under 
the following College presidents and Chaplains; many of which became moderators of session:  Dr. R.M. Good, Dr. 
M. Graham Clark, Dr. Stephen Jennings, Dr. William Todd, Revered John DeSanto, Reverend Dr. Stuart Schimpf, 
Reverend Dr. Wayne Adcock, Chaplain, Pastor David Cornett, Chaplain, and Reverend Dr. Courtney Furman (our 
last moderator).  The church was considered a vacant church without a pastor since they did not hire the pastors of 
the college.  Many loyal administrators, faculty, staff and students joined throughout the years.  As changes happened 
to the relationship of the College and Presbytery, the remaining members were welcomed to worship with the 
students, continued to decline.  It was the Board’s decision to not allow the church to add new membership.  The 
College of the Ozarks Chapel services remain non-denominational.  
 

John 21:15-17   15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again, Jesus 
said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take 
care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because 
Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep”. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Robert S. Wilson, Clerk of Session, 

College of the Ozarks Presbyterian Church PCUSA, Point Lookout, Missouri 65726 
 
Commissioned Ruling Elder, Pastor of Hollister Presbyterian Church, Phyllis Winzenried came forward to speak as 
the moderator of the Administrative Commission for the closing of the Point Lookout Church.  Phyllis noted that this 
process was heartbreaking and that the final Celebration Service for the Point Lookout Church would be held at 
Hollister Presbyterian Church, 4 p.m., Sunday, June 11. 
 
The Reverend Bill Havens also spoke about his and others connection to the School of the Ozarks Point Lookout 
Presbyterian Church and how this church and School of the Ozarks played a major role in their relationship with the 
Lord. 
 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs offered prayer of thanksgiving for the life of the Point Lookout Church and all 
connected with this church. 
 
 
Ted then moved that Presbytery examine the Reverend Chris Miller for membership in the presbytery and for a call 
as installed pastor for Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri (pending congregational vote on May 21) 
beginning July 1, 2017, with the terms of call listed below: 
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Elder Julia Gentle, Moderator of the PNC for Trinity Presbyterian Church (Springfield) came forward to share of the 
process in calling a designated pastor and noted that AAEEO Guidelines of John Calvin Presbytery were followed in 
the process of this call.  Julia then introduced Chris to the presbyters.   
 
Ted asked the first question and after Chris answered the floor was opened for questions.  The motion to arrest the 
examination was made.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
Chris was escorted from the room and questions and discussion ensued.  The motion to sustain the examination 
was made and seconded.  The motion was approved. 
 
Ted moved to approve the terms of call for Chris Miller at Trinity Presbyterian (PCUSA), Springfield as written 
below.  Motion was seconded and approved. 

Salary $ 36,500.00 
Housing $ 12,500.00 
Total Effective: $ 49,000.00 
Board of Pensions $ 17,885.00 
Continuing Education $   1.000.00 
Auto $   1,500.00 
Professional Expense $   1,115.00 
SECA $   3,500.00 
Medical  $   1,000.00 
Total Cost to Church $ 75,000.00 
4 weeks of vacation  
2 weeks of study leave  
Sabbatical agreement according to presbytery guidelines  

 
 
Chris returned to the room with welcoming applause.  The Reverend Ellen Brantley invited all members from Trinity 
Presbytery (PCUSA) and Chris’ parents to gather as she offered prayer for Chris and the congregation of Trinity and 
the ministry and mission of this new church. 
 

SUPPLEMEMTAL INFORMATION 
 

Biographical Sketch – Chris Miller 
Like many of my colleagues, my path toward ordained ministry began long ago.  However, unlike many of them, I 
didn’t realize it at the time; in fact, for a long time I actively avoided the idea that I might be called to ministry.  From 
as early as I can remember, I have had people telling me that I should be a pastor.  People from my home congregation, 
friends and family, and especially my grandmother, Leona Turk.  My Grandma Turk was always very supportive of 
whatever dream career I imagined for myself.  “Christopher,” she would say, “you will be a fantastic architect (or 
jazz musician, or pilot, or…) that is until you decide to be a pastor!”  For many years, I simply would say “thanks” 
while thinking to myself that there was no way that I was supposed to be a pastor. 
 

I grew up going to church.  Both of my parents are Ruling Elders and Deacons in the PCUSA.  If there is one 
consistent element, besides family, in my memories of childhood, it is the church.  I always knew that the church was 
the one place where I would always be loved, cared for, and accepted.  It was a place where I could ask questions 
without being blown off and where I felt like I made a difference.  Simply put, it was a second home for me. 
 

It was also my involvement at church that led me to attend Heartland Presbyterian Center.  I cannot overstate just 
how important Heartland has been in my life; without my experiences as a camper, staff member, and volunteer I 
don’t know that I would have remained active in the church, much less felt the call to professional ministry.  Heartland 
provided me another family - a family of fellow believers who are passionate about their desire to serve the church, 
and have a great time while doing it.  It is also where I met the amazing woman who is now my wife.  There is a 
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reason that for almost every summer since I was in second grade I have returned, even if only for a few days, to those 
rolling hills; it has helped shape who I am today. 
I believe strongly that every Christian has a vocational call from God, and for me my first call was not to professional 
ministry, but as a high school teacher.  Following my undergraduate program at Central Missouri State University in 
Speech & Theatre Education, I spent six years as a high school debate coach, theatre teacher, and English teacher.  I 
believe those years in the classroom were not only good preparation for ordained ministry, but were ministry in 
themselves.  
 

After many years of avoiding the prompting of God, I finally admitted to myself that I was ready to pursue ordained 
ministry.  This led to many conversations and lots of questions, but I eventually decided to leave my job as a teacher 
and enroll full time in seminary.  I was admitted to the M.Div program at Princeton Theological Seminary; from 
which I graduated in May of 2015.  My time at PTS was transformational in how I view myself and how I view my 
call to ministry.  I was blessed to serve for two years as the pastoral intern at Thompson Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in New Hope, PA, and for a summer as a chaplain intern at St. Mary Medical Centre in Langhorne, PA. 
Following my graduation from PTS I was ordained by Heartland Presbytery to serve as the Associate Pastor of 
Groomsport Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, located about 30 minutes 
outside Belfast, Northern Ireland.  This unique opportunity was possible due to a long term relationship between 
Princeton and Groomsport, which facilitates the calling of current and recent students to residency positions within 
the congregation.  During my two years in Groomsport I have walked with the community during the retirement of 
their senior pastor of 24 years and the calling of a new senior pastor; providing pastoral care, leading in worship, 
performing the sacraments, and facilitating various administrative projects.  It has been an amazing two years; my 
wife and I welcomed our son into our lives and found a community across the sea that will always have a place in 
our hearts.  While we will certainly miss our church family in Groomsport, we are excited for the new adventures 
and opportunities that are ahead of us. 
 

Statement of Faith – Chris Miller 
I believe in one God, revealed to us in the Trinity, who created the world good and full of beauty. God created the 
world that we might live lives rich in the knowledge of God’s glory; lacking no good thing. However, through the 
disobedience of humanity we have tried to replace the reign of our Creator with gods of our own creation & have 
become divided from God. There is nothing we can do of our own power to bridge the gap created by our own 
faithlessness. 
 

For generations innumerable humanity has proven time and again our inability to love God or each other. However, 
no matter how many times we have sinned against our creator God has walked beside us showing us mercy and grace. 
God watched over the people, speaking to them through prophet, poet, and king. When they turned their back on God 
and suffered devastation and exile, God did not abandon them. Rather, the Lord spoke hope and peace, promising the 
reconciliation of all peoples. 
 

In fulfilment of God’s promises and prophesies God sent Jesus Christ his son to live among us. Christ, who was from 
before time, was born of the virgin Mary to full humanity while remaining fully divine. By living among us Christ 
experienced the temptation of sin as fully as any of us, but without falling into sin. Thus, living a life in perfect 
obedience to God, Christ becomes the model of our lives. During his ministry among us he taught, healed the sick in 
body and soul, and broke bread with sinners like me. He was unjustly condemned to death. He died and was buried 
in the ground. Three days later he overcame death, winning victory over the grave for not only himself, but all 
humanity. Appearing to his disciples in his resurrected body, he commissioned them to spread the good news of 
God’s redemptive grace to all peoples, baptising the nations. He then ascended to heaven, where he continues to reign 
in power and intercede on our behalf. 
 

From before time began, the Holy Spirit has flowed through creation, giving structure and life to a formless world. 
This same Spirit continues to sustain the creation and comfort us. The presence of the Spirit allows us to grow in faith 
and understanding, inspires our reading of scripture, and enables us to do the work of the kingdom. 
 

I believe that through the love, grace, and power of the triune God we are united with a family of believers spanning 
time and space, revealed to us as the church universal. With our brothers and sisters, we study the Word of God, 
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revealed through Jesus Christ and recorded in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, which tell the 
story of God’s radical and boundless love and devotion to us, God’s people. We also celebrate the sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which are sign & seal of the promises of the Kingdom of God. 
 

I believe that the day is coming when Christ will return in glory. On that day all things that divide us, both from each 
other and from God, will be wiped away and we shall truly know peace and joy. 
 

********** Concludes Supplemental Information -Reverend Chris Miller ********** 
 

 
Ted then moved that Presbytery examine the Reverend Kent Hollingsworth for membership in the presbytery as an 
honorably retired member.  Kent was introduced to those gathered and Ted asked the first question upon Kent’s 
answer, floor was opened for questions.  The motion to arrest the examination was made and seconded.  The 
motion was approved.  
 
Kent was escorted from the room and discussion and questions ensued.  The motion was made to sustain the 
examination.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 
Kent returned to the room and all welcomed him with applause. Bill Havens prayed for Kent and his transition to 
retirement. 
 

A Brief Bio  ~  Kent Hollingsworth 
I was born in Joplin, Missouri.  I was baptized as an infant at the First Presbyterian Church. My parents insisted the 
lives of their children be informed by the Christian faith. I am grateful for their insistence and I was blessed by the 
nurture of the congregation.  
 

I attended college at Missouri State University where I received a bachelor’s degree in Sociology along with a minor 
in Religious Studies.   
 

Following graduation, I accepted an invitation to join the Peace Corps and was stationed in Colombia, South America.  
My assignment was to provide social services for inmates at a federal prison and at a home for the street children. It 
was meaningful and heartbreaking work.   
 

My first pastorate was in a farming community located in North Central Missouri. I was there during the years of the 
farm crisis, the early 1980’s. I served a parish comprised of three small churches representing three denominations. 
 

My second pastorate was in Hays, Kansas where I served for seven years.  I returned to Springfield, Missouri and 
took the position of chaplain at the Bridgeway Substance Abuse Treatment Program.  
 

I also served as part time stated supply for John Calvin Presbyterian Church later to be renamed as Faith Presbyterian 
Church.  In 1997, I accepted the call to Hillcrest Presbyterian Church where I served for 18 years.  For the last 2 ½ 
years, I have been the interim pastor at North Raleigh Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, North Carolina.   
 

I have served the church as a consultant in conflict resolution.  I am experienced in facilitating the programs of 
“Healthy Congregations” and “Bridgebuilder.”  I am certified as a mediator by the Missouri Bar Association and 
conduct court appointed domestic mediations along with victim/offender mediations.    
 

I am married to Judy.  Our blended family consists of three adult children and eight grandchildren.   
 

After 38 years of ministry, I am blessed to be among the retired.  My wife and I are avid tennis players and we enjoy 
an active lifestyle.  
 

A Brief Statement of Faith 
Kent Hollingsworth 
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Creation declares the grandeur of God and reveals God’s grace.  God gives us the good earth with all that is needed 
to sustain our lives.  I feel a kindred spirit with the psalmist who looks to the sky and rejoices “Praise Him, sun and 
moon; Praise Him, all you shining stars!”  Psalm 148.3 
 

As creation reveals the immensity of God, Jesus reveals the intimacy of God.  In Christ, we see the full expression of 
humanity and divinity.  In Jesus, we see grace upon grace, sacrificial love, and a faithful obedience expressed in his 
death on a cross for our sake.   
From that cross, God raised him from the dead and gave him authority, power and dominion. “God has made him the 
head over all for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”  Ephesians 1.22  
 

We do not live as God intends and we are unable to earn God’s favor.  Though we are not able, Christ is able.  Through 
His redemptive mission, we are saved and redeemed. All that is unresolved is covered by the loving forgiveness from 
our Redeemer.  Our response is one of joyful obedience for in Christ we are free to live and live abundantly.   
 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to turn us to God again and again. The Spirit instructs and empowers us for service 
and for the building of the Kingdom of God.  Cleansed by the waters of baptism, God feeds us in the sacrament of 
communion.   
 

I believe the Holy Scriptures to be the authoritative witness to God.  The Bible tells us the story of the faith of our 
ancestors; their call, their rebellion, and God’s grace in calling them back again and again.  The Bible reveals the 
good news of salvation through Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior.  
 

Jesus Christ calls the church into being.  He is the head of the church and those who follow him are bound by His 
example of loving God and loving one another as He has loved us. 
 

********** Concludes Supplemental Information -Reverend Kent Hollingsworth ********** 
 

FOR INFORMATION: 
1. The United Methodist District Superintendent has placed Jennifer Essary, a Methodist seminary student at 

Iliff Seminary in Denver, as pastor at Ash Grove United Methodist-Presbyterian Church, beginning July 1, 
2017. 

2. Mandatory Boundaries training for pastors and interested elders will be offered at each presbytery day. 
Advanced reading of materials will be required and then a meeting time for discussion of case studies.  
All persons serving congregations are required to attend one of these trainings annually.  

 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 

1. Dismissed with thanks the Administrative Commissions for Oswego, Columbus, Kimberling City and 
Hideaway. 

2. Approved the request from Presbyterian Women for the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum to celebrate 
communion at the Presbyterian Women Synod gathering in Branson on April 23, 2017. 

3. Approved Jared Witt’s sabbatical from First Presbyterian, Fort Scott, Kansas from May 21, 2017 to 
August 6, 2017.  

4. Approved Laura Agee, seminary graduate and staff member at First Presbyterian, Fort Scott, Kansas to 
officiate at the Table on June 25, 2017, while Jared Witt is on sabbatical. 

5. Approved Trinity Presbyterian Springfield, Missouri providing medical coverage through the Board of 
Pensions for Reverend Chris Miller beginning May 31, 2017. 

6. Approved the Reverend Becky Schwandt to preach for six weeks and moderate the session while the 
Reverend Laurie Foos is on extended leave, May 5 – April 9, 2017. 

7. Approved Ruling Elder Tim Oster to begin moderating the session at Bethany Presbyterian, Joplin, 
Missouri, since he has completed the polity course through Dubuque’s online CRE program. 

8. Approved Cindy Saul, member of Arkansas Presbytery, to be placed on the pulpit supply list. 
9. Triennial visits have been completed at First Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri and First Presbyterian, 

Sarcoxie, Missouri 
10. Dismissed the Reverend Bill Vincent to the Presbytery of Northern Kansas. 
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Point Lookout Administrative Commission Meeting Minutes 
Sunday, June 11, 2017 

3:30 PM Hollister Presbyterian Church, Hollister, Missouri 
 

Present: Reina Daleske, Elder, St Andrew Kimberling City, Missouri, The Reverend Bob Field, Honorably Retired,  Jim Holt, 
Elder, Crane Presbyterian,  the Reverend Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter-Stated Clerk, John Calvin Presbytery, Dr. 
Robert Wilson, Elder, College of the Ozarks Presbyterian Church, Point Lookout, Missouri,  the Reverend Dennis 
Winzenried, Pastor, Community Presbyterian, Forsyth, Missouri, Commissioned Ruling Elder, Phyllis Winzenried, Pastor, 
Hollister Presbyterian Church, Hollister, Missouri and Moderator of the Administrative Commission for the closing of 
College of the Ozarks Presbyterian Church, Point Lookout, Missouri. 
 

Bob Field opened this meeting with prayer at 3:32 pm. We were gathered in the fellowship hall of the Hollister 
Presbyterian Church before the Service of Dissolution and Church Closing for Point Lookout. 
 

Melana thanked everyone who participated in the Administrative Commission for the closing of Point Lookout 
Presbyterian Church. Commissioned Ruling Elder Phyllis Winzenried. was our Administrative Commission Moderator. 
 

We then reviewed the service to dissolve Point Lookout Presbyterian Church. 
 

Everyone on the Administrative Commission participated in the service. Ruling Elder, Dr. Michael Howell, a retired 
professor from the College of the Ozarks gave the sermon. As part of the service, Bob Wilson will hand over the Books to 
Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk for John Calvin Presbytery. 
 

A special thank you was expressed to Hollister Presbyterian Church for hosting and the women for providing 
refreshments for this service. 
 

The Point Lookout Administrative Commission was adjourned with the benediction of the closing service. 
 

Prayerfully submitted, 
Reina Daleske, Elder, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City, Missouri 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 
 
 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                    REVEREND ELLEN BRANTLEY 
Ellen Brantley moved that the financial reports for January - March 2017 be filed for review.  Motion approved.  
The financial statements are posted separately. 
 
Ellen presented the Prayer Shawl to Elder Roger Dreier of the Ash Grove church the site of the next Stated Meeting, 
August 7. 
 
 
Actions taken and Information: 

1. Approved the docket for the May 18, 2017 stated meeting of presbytery. 
2. Reviewed the financial statements. 
3. Approved a scholarship for the Reverend Dennis Winzenried to help with the cost of attending 

Transitional Pastor training. 
4. Approved as family leave the five weeks that Melana Scruggs was away for family illness and funerals. 
5. Considered a grant proposal for the Transformation Grant monies but decided that the proposal did not 

meet the requirements of a transformation of the congregation. 
6. The quit claim deed for the property at First, Monett, Missouri, has been signed by officers of the 

corporation. 
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7. Approved the purchase of a moveable labyrinth for use at presbytery events and by congregations. 
8. Approved a request from the Texas Presbyterian Foundation for a display table at the August meeting of 

presbytery. 
9. Approved a request from Woodland Heights Church, Springfield, Missouri, for permission to sell a house 

on property adjacent to the church. 
10. Heard a report from the Pastoral Presbyter, Susan Rosenbaum, that $18,000 of an initial grant of $20,000 

from General Assembly for new church development at St. Roberts, had been returned. 
11. Approved the application form for the traveling worship team. 
12. Heard and approved the report from Administrative Ministries Committee regarding placing funds from 

the sale of the property in investments with Community Foundation of the Ozarks. 
 
 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                            ELDER LINDA HOLT 
Linda Holt presented Treasurer, Jim Holt’s report.  She briefly reviewed the financial reports. Then encouraged all 
to continue to support Shared Mission and Per Capita Apportionment.  It was noted that First Monett paid in full their 
exit commitment to Presbytery after a quit claim deed was procured from John Calvin Presbytery. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 

COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION                                   REVEREND MARY KAY GLUNT 
 (now bringing nominations to the presbytery) 
 

F -    Female M -      Male    
TE - Teaching Elder CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder RE - Ruling Elder Y  - Youth 
A -   Asian AA -    African-American W   - White  

 
Moderator Mary Kay moved that the following be elected, term to begin immediately: 
 

Moderator-Elect for Committee on Ministry 
Ted Scott, WMRE, Southminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 

 
Nominations were called for from the floor.  Hearing none the vote was taken.  Motion was approved. 
 
 ********** Concludes report of Committee on Representation ********** 
 
 
REPORT OF THE MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE           REVEREND RICH WILLIAMS 
Moderator Rich Williams gave a report on the committee’s activities.  He told of the Educational time for the August 
Presbytery meeting to be “Prayer”, with K.O. Noonoo, Peggy Wobbema and Bill Agnew leading the discussion.  Also 
in the works is Equipping the Saints, to be held October 21, 2017 at Southminster Presbysterian Church Springfield.  
The workshops for this event will be Stewardship with Charles Spencer, Elder Training with Melana Scruggs, 
Navigating Potholes with Emmett Powers, Doing Church Differently with Jared Witt and the Plenary Speaker will 
be Joan Gray, author of “Sailboat Church: Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice”.  Rich also spoke 
of the progress on securing the International Peacemaker. 
  

********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 
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REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN   MODERATOR LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
On February 22, 2017, the PW JCP Board met at Hillcrest Presbyterian Church in Springfield, for a planning meeting 
prior to our Spring Gathering.  Rev. Jack Cormack kindly volunteered his church for our meeting.  There were 10 of 
us present and our job was mainly to reduce our Spring Gathering to 1 hour from a whole day.  The Board did approve 
our minutes from the Fall Gathering in Ft. Scott, approved the Treasurer’s Report, and approved the 2017 Budget.  
We presented a slate of officers and prayed for someone to volunteer to be Vice Moderator.  The Slate was accepted 
without said volunteer. 
 

Our Spring Gathering was held on Saturday, April 22, 2017, from 4:30 – 5:30 in the afternoon at the Radisson Hotel 
in Branson, MO, as a part of the PW Synod of Mid-America Gathering on April 21-23, 2017. 
 

I tripped up a step on April 12, and would have been unable to attend this Gathering without the assistance of Toni 
Spieth – thank you Toni.  I am right-handed, and broke my right wrist. 
 

On Friday at the Synod Gathering most attendees attended “Moses” at the Sight and Sound Theatre.  It was very well 
received by the attendees. 
 

Following “Moses” we were bused to Keeter Center at the College of the Ozarks for a fantastic dinner and a 
presentation by the Center Mgr. on the history of the College.  Most interesting.  It was a Presbyterian College.  Carol 
Winkler, Moderator of PC(USA) PW, gave a presentation on the Children’s Initiative, which was very moving.  I got 
so caught up in it, I came home to make inquiries as to a Little Blue Library for the children around our church and 
found out the Youth Committee was already working on it – so we now have a collaborative effort with the Youth 
Committee and the PW.  Great minds think alike – or as Hannibal says on the A-Team – “I love it when a plan comes 
together”. 
 

Saturday was workshops all day.  I attended the new Bible Study one by Susan Jackson Dowd, and came away with 
an information laden kit which will assist our Circles when teaching the new study.  We’re fortunate in our area in 
that Village Presbyterian in Prairie Village, KS has a one-day session with the author of the new study each year.  
This is such a great way to get a feel for the new study through the eyes of the author – and helps so much the teaching 
of it.   Save July 15 and attend this marvelous workshop. 
 

I then attended a workshop on ideas to add excitement to your PW.  (see attachment).  This was a good workshop in 
that we took away ideas we could use and pass on, to others. 
 

The third workshop I was able to attend was a Q&A session with Susan Jackson Dowd and Mary Jorgensen on PW.  
It was most informative. 
 

There were many more workshops available, but 3 was max. for anyone attending the day. 
 

At 4:30 we adjourned to the Patriot Room for the PW JCP Spring Gathering.  The members (17) in attendance, 
accepted the Minutes of the Fall Gathering in Ft. Scott, the Treasurer’s report and the budget for 2017.  Mary Lynne 
Grimes nominated Joan Russell, of Woodland Hills of Springfield, for Vice Moderator and she accepted.  Amen.  The 
members then voted to accept the presented slate of officers.  The Audit of the Treasurer’s books will be postponed 
until the Fall Gathering. Our Fall Gathering will be held on September 23, Saturday, at First Presbyterian in Joplin 
Missouri. 
 

We closed in prayer, and then attended another fantastic meal.  This was followed by a skit regarding the Worldwide 
Gathering, and an auction of 5-6 great items.  A fun evening. 
 

Sunday following breakfast, our Reverend Susan Rosenbaum headed the worship service, entitled “Keep the Faith”.  
She’s such a dynamo.   
 

Toni Spieth, who’s workshop in putting together Hygiene Kits for PDA, went on all day Saturday, announced that 
119 kits were completed and took up a collection to purchase “stuff” for an additional 19 kits.  These were put together 
at the Joplin 1st Pres. Pw meeting on the following Wednesday. 
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You’ve all seen the marvelous evaluation forms from the Synod gathering.  I think there were 81 attendees, from all 
over the place.  Well received.  Our own Mary Lynne Grimes is the PW Synod Treasurer, and was local chair for the 
weekend.  Hats off to Mary Lynne.  Without her hard work . . . . . 
 

I have continued to attend the General Council meetings, and all but one of the JCP Meetings.  The next one being 
this month in Shell Knob, where we turn in Hygiene Kits and obtain our new calendars – and hear the Stewardship 
meeting with the pastor who conducted the one in KC.  As I am local Stewardship Chair on the Session, I am most 
interested in this as I was unable to get to KC for that meeting. 
 

I attend my local Circle and PW meetings.  I will be mailing packets with Directories this week, so if you don’t have 
yours yet, it’s coming.  Got the final stuff today that needs to go in them. 
 
 

********** Concludes the Report of Presbytery Women ********** 
 
 
 
  
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Reverend K. O. Noonoo at 2:25 p.m. 


