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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

189th STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 
The 189th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Eltjen Flikkema.  
Eltjen welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas, The Reverend 
Dr. Jared Witt.  Jared spoke about the ministry and mission of the Fort Scott First Presbyterian Church.  Jared then 
offered prayer for the morning portion of the meeting. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

Susan Leonard and Charlotte Dugan, elders from Trinity PCUSA, Springfield served as pages and tellers. The 
Reverend Dennis Winzenried, pastor of Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth Missouri, served as the Resolution 
of Thanks Committee.   
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCRUGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 
ATTENDANCE: 

  
COMMUNITY 

 
CHURCH 

 
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Essary, Jennifer Present Absent 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Excused Pettit, Scott 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Piercy, Jeff 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Excused 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Agnew, Bill Present Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present  Sisco, Sherman 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Vacant Vacant Excused 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Howell, Michael 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Spieth, Toni 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian  Vacant Vacant Jones, Louise 
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Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Cole, Charlotte 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Excused Excused 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Sewell, Kay 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Absent Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Reeves, Sharon 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present McCune, Connie 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Absent 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Excused Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Excused Excused 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Excused Dugan, Charlotte 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA   Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present Wyrick, Tom 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Hollingsworth, Kent Excused Absent 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Behan, Jim 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Excused Absent 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Present Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Excused Excused 
------------------------- Member at large Cunningham, Kimberly Excused -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at large Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at large Roberts, Matthew Excused -------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------ Member at large Schwandt, Becky Excused -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at large Williams, Barry Excused -------------------------- 
 

 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Flikkea, Eltjen Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
General Council moderator Morriss, Kathy Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Committee on Ministry Scott, Ted Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Excused 
Committee on Representation  Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Agnew, Bill Present 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 
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VISITORS 
Agee, Laura Ashford, Shirley Hartley, Brett Jones, Bob 
Knight, Kathi Morriss, Todd Nipper, Leah Spieth, Grant 
Strait, Kathleen Zanders, Eugene Zanders, Janice  

 
VOLUNTEERS 

Allison, Jackie Allison, John Banwart, Connie Eckles, Bob 
Eckles, Sally Estes, Gayle Harrison, Aden Harrison, Burke 
Henderson, Ben Jackson, David Jackson, Linda Martin, Whendi 
Morriss, Diana Reed, Kathy Sisco, Sherman Zellner, Colleen 
    

 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the November 4, 2017 stated meeting of Presbytery with the 

correction made to the stated clerk’s last name on page 1, and that those minutes be approved.        
  Motion seconded and approved 
 
 
2.  That the docket be approved.     Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
189th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

First Presbyterian Church  
Ft. Scott, Kansas 

February 24, 2018 
 

 9:00 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
 9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Elder Eltjen Flikkema, Moderator of Presbytery  

 Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – The Reverend Jared Witt  
 Ministry and Mission of First, Ft. Scott  
 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
 Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolutions Committee      

  9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
 Approval of the minutes of November 4, 2017 Stated Meeting   
 Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
 Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

    9:45 a.m.  
10:00 a.m. 

 

Report of Committee on Ministry (one item)    
Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
     The Rev. Lou Ellen Hartley preaching 

    C 

   
11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Mental Health       

   
12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH  
12:45 p.m. Hymn Sing  
12:55 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks  

1:00 p.m. Report of the Pastoral Presbyter  
1:05 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Ted Scott C 
1:35 p.m. Report of General Council – Elder Kathy Morriss D 
1:50 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
1:55 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Dennis Winzenried E 
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2:05 p.m. Report of Mission & Nurture Committee – Elder Bill Agnew  
2:15 p.m. Report of Committee on Representation – Reverend Mary Kay Glunt F 
2:20 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Moderator Lorraine Whittington G 
2:25 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community - Adjournment  

 
 
 
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 The Reverend Landon Whitsitt, member of Heartland Presbytery. The Synod of Mid-America Executive  
  and Stated Clerk.   
 The Reverend Charles Spencer, member of Heartland Presbytery  
 The Reverend John Oerter, member of Upper Ohio Valley Presbytery. 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
 
 
4.  That the Necrology report be read during the prayer time at worship.   Seconded. Motion was approved. 
 
 
 
FOR INFORMATION:  
The Clerk is required to report those ministers serving within our bounds at the end of each year.  
 
MINISTERS SERVING IN JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERYAS OF DECEMBER 31, 2017 
Becker, John   Willard, Missouri, Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian 
Cavner, Howard  United Ministries, Missouri State University 
Cooke, Diane   Mountain View, Missouri First / Willow Springs, Missouri Presbyterian 
Cormack, Jack   Springfield, Missouri, Hillcrest Presbyterian 
Dawson, Jennifer  Parsons, Kansas, First Presbyterian 
Esselman, Greg   Carthage, Missouri First Presbyterian 
Ferree, Greg   Nevada, Missouri First Presbyterian 
Foos, Laurie   Ozark, Missouri, Ozark Presbyterian 
Glunt, Don   Springfield, Missouri, Gibson Chapel Presbyterian 
Glunt, Mary Kay  Stockton, Missouri, Stockton Presbyterian Church 
Hartley, Lou Ellen  Rolla, Missouri First Presbyterian 
Hollingsworth, Kent  Springfield, Missouri, Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church 
Iannucilli, Christine  Golden City, Missouri First Presbyterian / Lockwood, Missouri First Presbyterian 
Miller, Christopher  Springfield, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
Nipper, John   Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian  
Noonoo, K. O.   Pittsburg, Kansas, Pittsburg Presbyterian  
Peters, Rodney   Scammon, Kansas, First Presbyterian 
Rosenbaum, Susan  John Calvin Presbytery 
Scruggs, Melana  Crane, Missouri, Crane Presbyterian / John Calvin Presbytery 
Shurtz, Charlie   Springfield, Missouri, Southminster Presbyterian 
Stover, Timothy  West Plains, Missouri, First Presbyterian 
Williams, Richard  Neosho, Missouri, First Presbyterian 
Winzenried, Dennis  Forsyth, Missouri, Community Presbyterian 
Witt, Jared   Fort Scott, Kansas, First Presbyterian 
Whitworth-Reed, Linda  Iola, Kansas, First Presbyterian 
Wobbema, Dr. Peggy  Shell Knob, Missouri Trinity Presbyterian 
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COMMISSIONED RULING ELDERS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2017 
Cuthbertson, Bob  Mulberry United Presbyterian 
Oster, Timothy   Joplin, Missouri, Bethany Presbyterian 
Stover, Sam   Mt. Vernon First Presbyterian 
Winzenried, Phyllis  Hollister Presbyterian 
 
MINISTERS OF ANOTHER DENOMINATION SERVING AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2017 
Bartels, Robert   Greenfield Ebenezer Presbyterian / Assemblies of God 
Demas, Mark   Erie, Kansas, Federated Presbyterian / United Methodist 
Essary, Jennifer   Ash Grove, Missouri, United Methodist-Presbyterian / United Methodist  
Gantt, Larry   Baxter Springs First Presbyterian / United Methodist 
Johnson, John   Aurora First Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ         
Traw, Steve   Carlyle Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ  
     
MINISTERS – MEMBERS AT LARGE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2017 
Cunningham, Kimberly  Member at Large 
Endicott, Karla   Member at Large  
Kim, Abraham Tae Jong Member at Large     
Mercer-Kidd, Julie  Member at Large 
Roberts, Matthew  Member at Large 
Schwandt, Becky  Member at Large 
Williams, Barry   Member at Large  
Womack, Deanna  Member at Large  
 
MINISTERS HONORABLY RETIRED AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2017 
Allerheiligen, Ron  Honorably Retired 
Brueck, Robert   Honorably Retired 
Cavicchia, Thomas H.  Honorably Retired 
Danford, David   Honorably Retired 
Docherty, Robert  Honorably Retired 
Field, Bob   Honorably Retired 
Gray, Paul   Honorably Retired 
Groote, Marvin   Honorably Retired 
Havens, Bill   Honorably Retired 
Hill, Gilbert   Honorably Retired 
Huffstetler, Jane  Honorably Retired 
Luce, William   Honorably Retired 
MacArthur, Steve  Honorably Retired 
Nipper, John   Honorably Retired 
Porter, Wayne   Honorably Retired 
Reed, David   Honorably Retired 
Simpson, Bob   Honorably Retired 
Skillings, John   Honorably Retired 
Smith, Syd   Honorably Retired 
Stratman, Gary   Honorably Retired 
Tranbarger, John  Honorably Retired 
Walker, Carol   Honorably Retired 
Watson, Brock   Honorably Retired 
Young, Karl   Honorably Retired 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
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While awaiting the arrival of Dr. William Agnew, delayed due to flooding in his area, the presbyters heard from 
Susan Rosenbaum, Pastoral Presbyter.  Susan reminded the group of the many grants available, Small Church 
Resource, Peacemaking, Creative Ministry and Church Transformation grants.  Those assembled heard from the 
Reverend Landon Whittsit, Executive Stated Clerk of Synod of Mid-America on the subject of the Small Church 
Residency Program and from the Presbyterian Women moderator, Lorraine Whittington with an update on the group. 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY,       Morning portion         ELDER TED SCOTT 
Moderator, Ted Scott moved that Elder Dr. William Agnew be examined for service as Commissioned Ruling 
Elder at Crocker Presbyterian in Crocker, Missouri, for a three (3) year term, with the following terms of call: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ted introduced Bill Agnew to those assembled and asked him to share his experience with the call.  Ted asked the 
first question and following Bill’s answer, the floor was open for questions.  The motion to arrest the examination 
was made, seconded and passed.  Bill was escorted from the room and questions and discussion continued.  The 
motion was made to sustain the examination.  Seconded, motion approved.   The motion was made to approve 
the terms of call as listed.  Seconded.  Approved.  
 
Bill returned with welcoming applause.  Reverend Don Glunt prayed for Bill and the congregation of Crocker 
Presbyterian. 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
 

Statement of Faith - Bill Agnew, Ph.D. – John Calvin Presbytery – February 2018  
 

Introductory Statement: 
The Crocker Presbyterian Church is a community of less than 100 caring individuals who, through the years, have 
demonstrated their response to Christ through worship and service.   Established over 100 years ago, it has a proud 
history of serving God by responding to local needs in creative, yet practical ways. Although we are not currently 
involved in a major project besides developing a long range strategic plan, we are nevertheless, demonstrating our 
willingness to embrace new internal programs and out-reach programs for the church as part of that process. Our 
prime goals for the immediate future are to involve more of our present membership in the church’s program and 
welcome others into the church.  In pursuit of these goals, we hope to become a more caring, all-inclusive church 
where our love and concern for other is clearly seen.  We hope this will mean becoming a family-oriented church, 
with occasions for all members - young, old, singles, families – to join in the fun, the fellowship and the work of the 
church. 
 

Abbreviated Statement of Faith: 
My theology perspective is Reformed – shaped by the Reformed tradition., especially as articulated in the Book of 
Confessions.  This perspective affects what I believe.  The Bible is the authoritative witness to God’s Word.  God is 
our loving Creator, the Sovereign Lord of history, who was revealed in Jesus.  Jesus the Christ is fully human, fully 
divine, our Redeemer, through whom we experience forgiveness of sin and healing of our brokenness.  We are 
recipients of grace upon grace. The Holy Spirit is our sustainer, god at work in the hearts, minds and lives of His 
people; God at work in the midst of human history, strengthening and guiding us.   The Church is the body of Christ, 
God’s agent of redemption and reconciliation in the world.  
 

Salary 4,800.00 
Continuing Education 200.00 
Auto Reimbursement (IRS rate) 3,500.00 
Total Cost to Church 8,500.00 
1 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  
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My ministry reflects these beliefs through an emphasis on God’s love and forgiveness.   Christ’s call to discipleship, 
the light of the Scriptures, the power of prayer, the need for personal relationship with Christ, and the reliance on 
the Holy Spirit for strength.  The Church is the fellowship of the believers where the Word is proclaimed, sacraments 
observed, and where people are engaged in study, fellowship and service.   
 

On a social level, we are called to continually combat the forces of evil - hunger, poverty, abuse, prejudice, racism, 
and exploitation.  If the church turns inward, caring only for itself, it is not a body response to Christ, who set his 
own ministry in the context of a Scripture passage from Isaiah.  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim the release of the captives, the recovering of the sight of 
blind, and to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” 
 

The church needs to encourage its members to engage in mission.   As one hymn put it, “They will know we are 
Christians by our love.”  Love isn’t love until you give it away.  No act of human kindness is ever wasted.  Perhaps 
what we do may seem like only a drop in the bucket, but the bucket is fuller, and that drop becomes a ripple of hope. 
Thus, I am committed to pastoral ministry, serving the church.   This ministry is exciting, challenging and enriching.  
My faith is renewed through Bible study, prayer, and meditation. I am energized by people and relationships.   I see 
myself as a teacher, leader, facilitator, and guide helping others to grow spiritually, mentally, and emotionally.  
   

Brief Biography  - Bill Agnew, Ph.D. – John Calvin PresbyteryEducation -  Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
Master’s Degree – University of Nebraska (Omaha), Doctorate - St. Louis University 

 Was active in the Presbyterian churches wherever I lived as I moved around the country. I served on 
committees, sang or directed the choir, and served as both deacon and elder.  

 Began preaching in fall of 1985 as pulpit supply and continued doing so for the next ten years or so. 
 Completed CLP program in mid-1990’s- Plains and Peaks Presbytery. Was 1st graduate of this two year plus 

program with materials from the Cook College & Theological School in Tempe, Arizona - Served on the Task 
Force for CLP, read written exams and was involved in oral exams. 

 Served a Congregational/United Church of Christ in Crawford, Nebraska for one year.   
 CLP at Alliance Presbyterian Church. 
 Served on variety of Plains and Peaks committees including CPM and also Task Force for Campus Ministry. 
 August 2001 – Joined 1st and Calvary Presbyterian Church - served the church in making hospital calls, 

presenting e.g. at the Friday Lenten Lunch Mediation for the area ministerial alliance  
 January, 2002 - Met with COM and presented a letter of recommendation from the Executive Presbyter of 

Pains and Peaks as a CLP 
 Starting in 2012- Pulpit Supply in various churches in the John Calvin Presbytery – Transferred membership 

to Covenant Presbyterian Church was a ruling elder on the session and superintendent of Christian 
education.  

 Taught a number of courses in the Commissioned Lay Program for the Presbytery and served as one of the 
reader also on exams.  

 Over the years, most experiences of preaching were at Crocker Presbyterian Church – their consistent 
friendship has allowed me to be asked to serve as the Moderator for the Session over the past number of 
years – served as pulpit supply between two or three ministers in the 17 years – focused with the session 
during this past two years on a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threat) analysis along 
with discussion on looking towards a ½ time or full-time pastor; at this point the session and congregation 
is going through a process of strategic planning which may well result in grant submissions to this Presbytery 
e.g. Transformation grant, etc.- During these past few years most Sundays each month I have preached in 
Crocker Presbyterian Church – this congregation is special to me    

 
********** Concludes Supporting Documents for Elder Dr. William Agnew ********** 

 
********** Concludes the morning portion of the Report of Committee on Ministry ********** 
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SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Reverend Dr. Jared Witt, The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt and CRE Dr. William Agnew shared in the liturgy of  
the service.     The  Reverend Lou  Ellen  Hartley  provided  the  sermon  “The Ministry of Boundaries”  based  on  
Mark 5: 1 – 20.   John Calvin Presbytery Moderator, Elder Eltjen Flikkema led the commissioning service for Dr.  
William Agnew as Commissioned Ruling Elder of Crocker Presbyterian Church, Crocker, Missouri.   The Reverend  
Dr. Jared Witt and the Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley presided at the Lord’s Table and Holy Communion was served  
by intinction. The offering collected totaled $ 470.00, of which one half will go to the Creative Ministry Grant Fund  
of John Calvin Presbytery and one half to the Care to Share a ministry of the Fort Scott church which serves those  
undergoing cancer treatment.  The 2017 Necrology Report was read by Moderator Eltjen Flikkema with those  
representing each church standing as the names of elders were read.    
 

RULING ELDERS 
Bill Baygents    Methodist – Presbyterian Church, Ash Grove Missouri 
Larry Ray Stanley    First Presbyterian – Aurora, Missouri 
Mary Freda O’Connell   First Presbyterian – Aurora, Missouri 
Norma “Jeannie” Gautney  First Presbyterian – Aurora, Missouri 
Arlene Asher    First Presbyterian – Aurora, Missouri  
Patricia Fitzgerald   First Presbyterian – Carthage, Missouri 
Robert Ernest Jenkins   First Presbyterian – Chanute, Kansas 
Benjamin William Barber, Jr.  First Presbyterian – Chanute, Kansas 
George Gatton    Crane Presbyterian – Crane, Missouri 
John Keith    Community Presbyterian – Forsyth, Missouri 
Mary Ann Parr    Community Presbyterian – Forsyth, Missouri 
John E. Diehl    First Presbyterian – Fort Scott, Kansas  
Betty Reed    First Presbyterian – Fort Scott, Kansas  
Kenneth Smith    First Presbyterian – Fort Scott, Kansas 
Kendall Ashford   First Presbyterian – Iola, Kansas 
Geraldine Bain    First Presbyterian – Iola, Kansas 
Jack Ensminger    First Presbyterian – Iola, Kansas 
Doris Carson    Bethany Presbyterian – Joplin, Missouri 
Ken Steele    First Presbyterian – Joplin, Missouri 
Malcolm Robertson   First Presbyterian – Joplin, Missouri 
Barbara Garrett    First Presbyterian – Joplin, Missouri 
John Nelson    St. Andrew Presbyterian – Kimberling City, Missouri 
John Auwerda    St. Andrew Presbyterian – Kimberling City, Missouri 
Kenneth Preston Stemmons  St. Andrew Presbyterian @Hideaway – Galena, Missouri 
Michelle (Mickey) Groves  First Presbyterian – Scammon, Kansas 
Marvin Davenport   Ozark Prairie Presbyterian – Mount Vernon, Missouri 
Julie Petree    Ozark Prairie Presbyterian – Mount Vernon, Missouri 
Charlotte Woodrum   Ozark Prairie Presbyterian – Mount Vernon, Missouri 
Martha Morgan    Ozark Prairie Presbyterian – Mount Vernon, Missouri 
Herman Woolsey   First Presbyterian – Mountain View, Missouri 
Raymond Cattaneo   United Presbyterian – Mulberry, Kansas 
John Hayden Morgan   First Presbyterian – Nevada, Missouri 
Carl E. Herring    First Presbyterian Church – Parsons, Kansas 
Betty Burgert    The Presbyterian Church – Pittsburg, Kansas 
Joyce Morin Cumiskey   The Presbyterian Church – Pittsburg, Kansas 
Kay Barr    First Presbyterian – Rolla, Missouri 
Vance Mears    First Presbyterian – Sarcoxie, Missouri 
William Sharon Amoss   Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA – Springfield, Missouri 
Jane Rothenberg   Willow Springs Presbyterian – Willow Springs, Missouri 
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EDUCATIONAL TIME 
The group was dismissed to different areas for small group discussions, the topic being mental health. 
 
The Reverend Greg Esselman offered the blessing for lunch. 
 
The afternoon session was called to order at 1:00 p.m. with the Resolution of Thanks prepared by the 
Reverend Dennis Winzenried 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                    REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED                                                                       
For refreshments here at the church after a long drive, 
 We give thanks 
For informative lessons on resources for the suffering,  
 We give thanks 
For the wonderful meal served and the warm hospitality extended to us by the congregation of Fort Scott, 
 We give thanks. 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                  ELDER TED SCOTT 
Moderator Ted Scott moved that First Presbyterian Church of Carthage, Missouri be allowed to call the Reverend  
Greg Esselman, who has been serving as transitional pastor for two years, as their next installed pastor.  The Book  
of Order and the Committee on Ministry manual states that a transitional pastor will not ordinarily become the next  
installed pastor, however, COM has been in conversation with Greg and the session of First Carthage and believe  
that in this case, it would be appropriate and beneficial for this to be approved. 
 
Greg was introduced and came forward to explain what he sees are the benefits of his continuation at First  
Presbyterian Church of Carthage.   A time for questions and discussion about fitness of call and exemption from the  
ordinary way of proceeding was offered.  Greg was then escorted from the room.  Discussion and questions  
resumed.   Moderator Eltjen Flikkema called for the vote and the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
Greg returned to the room and the Reverend Bill Havens prayed for Greg and the Carthage church. 
 
 
Moderator Scott moved that the Reverend John Oerter be examined for membership in John Calvin Presbytery and  
for service as transitional pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Joplin, Missouri.  John was introduced to the group.   
Ted asked the first question and after John answered, the floor was opened to questions.  The motion was made,  
seconded and approved to arrest the examination.  John was escorted from the room and questions and  
discussion continued.  The motion was made to sustain the examination.  Seconded.  Approved.  The motion  
was made to approve the terms of call as listed.  Seconded.  Motion was approved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salary 70,153.00 
Board of Pensions 26,326.00 
Professional Expenses 1,000.00 
Auto Reimbursement (IRS rate) 1,500.00 
Cell Phone reimbursement 600.00 
Additional Health Benefits 2,950.00 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
Total 104,029.00 
2 weeks of study leave (may include two Sundays)  
20 days of vacation (may include four Sundays)  
5 days of spiritual retreat (may include one Sunday)  



John Calvin Presbytery                                     One Hundred Eighty-Ninth Stated Meeting 
February 24, 2018                                                                  First Presbyterian Church 
                                                                                Fort Scott, Kansas 
  

10 
 

John returned to the room and the group welcomed him with applause.  The Reverend John Nipper prayed for John  
and the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Joplin Missouri. 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
John D. Oerter, M.Div./MFM 

Intro for John Oerter 
 

John’s enjoys helping Jesus redeem and transform … persons and Creation … one community at a time. He is a 
transitional ministry specialist and he helps churches prepare for their future. 
 

John is married to Lucia Hutchison Oerter, who is also an ordained Presbyterian pastor. They have six children 
between them, and eight living grandchildren. 
 

John and Lucia love engaging conversation, helping people and communities grow into God’s Shalom, romping 
with their rescue-shelter dog, and moving about the waters with fly-rods in their hands … sometimes catching the 
living jewels that dwell in those waters. 
 

At the core of his soul lives a problem-solver: his work [vocation], hobbies [avocations] and past-times are all 
variants of problem solving. John works from Shalom and systemic perspectives, routinely. Helping communities 
and individuals discern their vision and implement their mission, brings him great satisfaction! 
 

John is double credentialed as an ordained minister and a pastoral counselor (both degrees from Fuller Theological 
Seminary, Pasadena, CA.) and finds the interplay of those trainings and techniques useful to personal, individual 
and congregational life. 
 

During seminary he served a small rural church as their intern pastor, then served two churches in Colorado as an 
installed pastor, also practicing 20 years in varying forms of supervised pastoral psychotherapy (10 years in parish 
settings and 10 years in independent practice as a Pastoral Psychotherapist.) Following his divorce and return to 
parish ministry, John has served ten churches in transitional ministry. 
As John’s blog [johnoerter.com] says:   
 “John is an ardent Christian and an avid fly angler.”        His blog handle: ‘soulandfishcatcher.’ 

 
Statement of Faith, John Oerter for JCP 2018 02 16 

Let’s begin with our Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 And, focus on Genesis 1:26-27, Colossians 1:15 and 3:9-10 
We are created in the image of the Triune God, revealed in and through Jesus. 
This statement is deceptively simple and familiar. Its implications for our living are profound, pervasive, 

unequivocal, transformative and compelling. 
The Scriptures help us know with clarity: 
•    the nature of our Creator God 
•    the image we bear as God’s children 
•    the purpose of our existence 
•    the process of transformation into which we are called 
These four notions propel meaningful life, focusing our purpose: to bear God’s image in community. Living 

thus: brings contentment, durable joy and freedom! 
Let me nuance these notions a bit: 
 In Jesus, we can know the heart of God, and know God decisively. The good news of the Gospel is that we 

can respond to the invitation to live into growing discipleship to Jesus, learning practices sufficient for lives of 
meaning, purpose, freedom and joy! 

Jesus Christ reveals God’s passions, God’s character, God’s Word and will. [Colossians 1:15 ~ John 12:25-
26; 14:6-7; 17:6-10 ~ Ephesians 6:10-12] 

Yet there is mystery [Barth helps]: What a marvelous truth ~ we know the heart, character, Word and will of 
God, and we know these with certainty. However, our knowledge and practice is provisional, fragile and always 
‘but a poor reflection’ [1 Corinthians 13:12] … nonetheless it is sufficient to be, and do, what God desires. Our 
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lives are grounded in and surrounded by Mystery. Nonetheless, God’s self-disclosure in Jesus, Messiah, gives us 
all we need for abundant faith, hope and love. 

Note the progression: 
    Genesis 1:26-27: we are created originally in God’s image. 
    Colossians 1:15: Jesus restores God’s image. 
    Colossians 3:9-10: we are being transformed as bearers of God’s image. 
Being created in God’s image and being transformed as bearers of God’s image means that we are called to 

reflect God’s image in our world through all we say or do, and in the texture of the community we build. This 
means that we are primarily witnesses … to God’s passions for the world. We are stewards of God’s image in 
creation, and through out all of our living. 

We also reflect the very image of God. Our calling is clear, joyous and simple [I mean ‘simple’ as in ‘not 
complex.’] 

We were created and are being redeemed to bear the image of our Triune God, Whose deepest being is … 
relationship! We know with useful clarity our Triune God’s nature, and this tells us our own nature, calling, 
meaning, purpose and practice! 

Therefore, as God’s people, as Steward-Disciples, we are empowered to reflect the image of Creator God 
through healthy, growing, redeemed relationships at all levels of human life: with God, with one’s own self, with 
our neighbors, and with Creation … bringing glory to God, enjoying the blessings of transformative relationships, 
and practicing in each the ongoing work of the faithful steward. 

My thanks to R. Scott Rodin, in The Steward Leader, for the crystallization of these notions 
 

************ Concludes Supporting Documents for the Reverend John Oerter ********** 
 
 
 
Ted moved that the Reverend Charles Spencer be examined for membership in the presbytery and received as a  
member-at-large.  Charles was introduced. Ted asked the first question.  Following Charles’ answer, the floor was  
open for questions.  The motion was made, seconded and approved to arrest the examination.  Charles was  
escorted from the room and questions ensued.  The motion was made to sustain the examination.  The motion  
was seconded and was approved.  Charles returned to the room and the presbyters welcomed him with applause. 
Elder Lorraine Whittington prayed for Charles. 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
  Charles W. Spencer      Biography 
 

Charles Spencer was born and raised in Alton, Illinois. He is the oldest of three children who are the fourth generation 
from both sides of the family to have been members of First Presbyterian Church of Alton. His grandniece is now the 
sixth generation of the family to be a part of that congregation. First Alton was instrumental in not only his faith 
development, but also the development of life long relationships of fellowship and support. The members of his 
communicants’ class continue to be in each other’s lives. At First Alton, Charles was ordained a deacon and a ruling 
elder. 
 

Charles is a graduate of Alton Sr. High School. He has a B.A. in Chemistry from St. Louis University and a M. Div. 
from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He was ordained in 1985. His first call was to serve the First 
Presbyterian Churches of Otterville, Knob Noster and Tipton in Missouri Union Presbytery. He served these 
congregations for 4 ½ years. Charles’ second call was as pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Union in Giddings-
Lovejoy Presbytery for 8 years. He served 6 years as the associate for stewardship training in the PC(USA) 
denominational Office of Stewardship. He served 3 years as the co-stated clerk and co-executive presbyter of Great 
Rivers Presbytery. From August 2006 to June of 2017, he served as executive presbyter of Heartland Presbytery. For 
the past 20 years Charles’ ministry has had a special emphasis on stewardship, including participation on the 
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Stewardship Kaleidoscope planning team, preaching, providing workshops and keynote presentations on stewardship 
across the church.  
 

Charles is married to Malinda Spencer, who currently serves the PC(USA) as associate for curricula promotion in 
Congregational Ministries Publishing. Charles and Malinda have two sons, Bruce 22, of Lee’s Summit, Missouri and 
Evan 16.  
 

The Spencers are now engaging in a new endeavor. The have purchased the former Minerva Candy Company in 
Webb City, Missouri. Charles has been making candy, cakes, cookies and pies as a hobby for 40 years. They are now 
going to explore making confections on a larger scale with Spencers’ Sweet Call at the Minerva. They believe this 
too will be an opportunity for ministry. The dining room in the building can serve as space for Bible study, fellowship 
and small seminars on stewardship, Christian education and other topics.  
 

  Charles W. Spencer                                                  Statement of Faith 
 

Central to my faith is the knowledge that God is sovereign and supreme in the world. God, the generous and gracious 
creator and sustainer of the world, brings forth good for God’s people and creation from all circumstances. Amid 
life’s difficult situations, we may not perceive God’s presence or grace. We are tempted like the generation brought 
out of Egypt, who perceived liberation as misery, complaining, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness 
to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” (Exodus 16:3) Regardless of our perception, in faith, we know that God is 
faithful and will ultimately sustain us, as God has sustained the generations before us. 
 

We are taught that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) Still, 
we are not without revelation and authority for our beliefs. The primary authority for our faith is Scripture. In 
Scripture, we find the community of faith’s written record and understanding of God’s activity in the world. Scripture 
reveals God’s interaction with God’s people and self-revelation to them. It is within the church that Scripture is 
appropriately interpreted and taught. We nurture and educate believers and their children that all may have 
opportunity to hear the good news. By the power of the Holy Spirit among us, together we find the wisdom to 
understand Scripture and strength for living our lives according to Christ’s call through it. As we are called to nurture 
and educate our own, we are similarly called to invite those who have not heard and those who have heard and 
forgotten.  
 

I have experienced life’s joys and harsher realities. The church has been with me in both, enhancing my joy and 
comforting my pain. In the midst of all that life brings, the church can assert with confidence that the world is not 
adrift and we are not alone. Preaching the word and administering the sacraments, the church equips its members to 
face life and engage in Christian ministry. Baptism is the visible sign of our welcome into the family of faith and 
God’s claim upon our lives. Through the Lord’s Supper we receive spiritual nourishment to fulfill our call and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit are made one with Christ and all the saints.  
 

I believe we are called to make new disciples, not for what they bring to the church, but because of the life changing 
power Christ offers to all. We meet society with an invitation to join us in hearing the word and responding. We are 
most relevant and of the greatest practical benefit to the world and culture around us, when we are faithful to our call 
and mission, when we preach the word, offer fellowship and express the compassion of Christ in concrete and 
meaningful ways. Experiencing an environment of Christian nurture and care, we are called to sustain the church for 
those who are coming after us. We do this in teaching the doctrines of our Reformed faith and teaching the simple 
lessons of the primary department of Sunday school. It is important that we be clear and convincing, that there is one 
God, our Lord, who commands us, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”  
                 (Matthew 28:19-20a) 
 

********** Concludes Supporting Documents for the Reverend Charles Spencer ********** 
 

 
Actions taken and information: 
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1. Appointed the Reverend Jennifer Dawson to moderate First Presbyterian, Iola, Kansas beginning February 
15, 2018. 

2. Appointed the Reverend Greg Ferree to moderate First Presbyterian, Chanute, Kansas beginning February 
15, 2018. 

3. Appointed the Reverend John Oerter to moderate First Presbyterian, Baxter Springs, Kansas. 
4. Recommended the request for a transformation grant for Pittsburg Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Kansas 

to General Council. 
5. Approved Elder Diane Good to be placed on the pulpit supply list. 
6. Approved Elder Diane Good to officiate at the Table at First Presbyterian Iola, Kansas on March 4, March 

29, April 1, and May 6. 
7. Approved the MIF for First Presbyterian, Neosho, Missouri. 
8. Approved the MIF for First Presbyterian, Iola, Kansas. 
9. Approved the Reverend Maureen Olsen, member of Southern Kansas Presbytery, to labor in our bounds for 

funerals at First Presbyterian, Iola, Kansas, if needed in the transition period. 
10. Approved Elder Dennis Pirkle to officiate at the Table on December 3, December 24, February 4 and March 

4 at St. Andrew@Hideaway Presbyterian, Galena, Missouri. 
11. Approved Elder Jerry Arnold to moderate at First Presbyterian, Sarcoxie, Missouri and to officiate at the 

Table on the first Sunday of each month beginning the first of November until someone else can be found. 
12. Approved Elder Craig Ellis to serve a third consecutive term on session at First Presbyterian, Aurora, 

Missouri for purposes of continuity during renovation. 
13. Approved the Reverend Charles Spencer, member of Heartland Presbytery, to labor in our bounds to preach 

at First Presbyterian, Nevada, Missouri, on November 12, 2017 and at First Presbyterian, Rolla, Missouri, 
on November 19, 2017. 

14. Approved the Reverend Jennifer Dawson to labor outside our bounds, in the bounds of Tres Rios presbytery, 
to officiate at her father's wedding at First Baptist Church in Odessa, Texas. 

15. Recommended the request for a transformation grant for First Presbyterian, Fort Scott, Kansas to General 
Council. 

16. Approved Elder Louise Jones to serve communion at Ozark Prairie Presbyterian, Mt. Vernon, Missouri on 
December 10, 2017. 

17. Placed the Reverend Matthew Roberts on the pulpit supply list. 
18. The Administrative Commission for Southminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri has been meeting 

regularly with the session, pastor and groups of the congregation. 
19. Approved the Reverend Bill Havens as bridge interim pastor for Westminster Presbyterian, Springfield, 

Missouri from January 1 through April 1, 2018. 
20. Approved the MIF for St. Andrew@ Hideaway Presbyterian, Galena Missouri. 
21. Appointed the Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd as moderator for First Presbyterian, Mt. Vernon, Missouri. 
22. Approved First Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri to elect and train a Pastor Nominating Committee. 

   
********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 

 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                               ELDER KATHY MORRISS 
Moderator of General Council, Elder Kathy Morriss made the following motions: 
 
1.   That the 2018 budget be amended to include $10,000.00 for two additional spots in the Small Church 

Residency program within John Calvin Presbytery.  Discussion time was observed.  Motion was 
approved. 

 
2. That $15,000.00 be allocated for the 2019 budget for the Small Church Residency program in John Calvin 
 Presbytery.  Questions and discussion were called for, hearing none, the motion was approved.  
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3. That the financial reports for the year end 2017 and January 2018 be filed for review.   
  Motion was approved. 
 
4. That presbytery approve the Reverend Melana Scruggs to labor outside the bounds as virtual State Clerk 
 (on-site for quarterly meetings) of another presbytery, if the way be clear, beginning April 9, 2018.  Melana 
 explained the situation and then left the room so discussion and questions could ensue from the floor. 
 The motion was approved. 
 
Kathy presented the Prayer Shawl to the Reverend Mary Kay Glunt, pastor of Stockton Presbyterian Church, 
Stockton, Missouri, the site of the May 17th meeting of presbytery. 
 
Actions taken and information: 

1. Approved the docket for the February 24, 2018 stated meeting of presbytery. 
2. Reviewed the financial statements. 
3. Approved the grant request of $50,000 from Pittsburg Presbyterian, Pittsburg, Kansas, $40,000 given in 

2018 and $10,000 in 2019. 
4. Approved the Small Church Resource Grant for $2,500 for Hillcrest Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri. 
5. Approved the Small Church Resource Grant for $2,000 for St. Andrew Presbyterian, Kimberling City, 

Missouri. 
6. Invited Carol McDonald to come work with General Council and Administrative Ministries on a process 

for the transition after retirement of Susan Rosenbaum and approved payment of honorarium and travel 
expenses. 

 
********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 

 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                                                 JIM HOLT 
Jim gave a favorable report of the financial situation of presbytery, along with the Per Capita and Shared Mission 
giving.  He also explained the new look of the financial reports. 
 
Jim then presented a Church Transformation Grant check of $40,000.00 to Reverend K. O. Noonoo, pastor of The 
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Pittsburg, Kansas and Elder Connie McCune.  Both spoke about the use of this 
grant at Pittsburg Presbyterian.  
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT              REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 
Moderator of Administrative Ministries Committee moved the following motions.   
  
1. That $30,000.00, designated to fund the church transformation grant awarded in 2017, be moved from 
Community Foundation of the Ozarks investment to the general fund.  Seconded.  Discussion time was allowed. 
 
Greg Ferree, First Presbyterian Church, Nevada, Missouri came forward bringing a substitute motion: 
          That whenever a transformation grant is approved for dispersal by General Council, that the corresponding        
          funds be removed from the Community Foundation of the Ozarks investment which has the funds from the  
          sale of the presbytery property, and placed in the general fund to be given as the grant at the next presbytery  
          meeting.  Seconded.  Discussion followed to perfect both the main and substitute motions. 
 
The motions were read again.  The question was put before the body, shall the substitute motion replace the main 
motion.  Motion was approved. 
 
Questions and discussion continued.  Vote was called for on the new motion and approved. 
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ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1.  Reviewed the financial reports and per capita and shared mission giving for the end of 2017. 
2.  Received the Assistant Stated Clerk job description as a working document (see below). 
 

Job Description 
Assistant Stated Clerk 

 
The Assistant Stated Clerk shall be a PC(USA) ruling or teaching elder and shall be elected by Presbytery and assume 
office immediately after being installed.  The assistant stated clerk is accountable, through the Stated Clerk and the 
General Council, to Presbytery for the performance of the duties of the office. The job would be 20 hours per month 
at minimum salary of $15 per hour. 
 
Term: Three years and until a successor is installed.  He/she shall be eligible for re-election.  
 
Responsibilities:  
 a.   To learn how to assist Presbytery as a resource person in ecclesiastical matters.   
 b.   To serve as the parliamentarian for Presbytery meetings if the Stated Clerk is not available. 
 c.   To assist the Stated Clerk in preparing documents for presbytery meetings.  
 d.   To assist the Stated Clerk in arranging for annual review of minutes. 
 e.   To assist the Stated Clerk in providing annual clerk of session training. 
 f.   To provide new elder commissioner orientation at each presbytery meeting. 
 g.   To assist the Stated Clerk in facilitating annual statistical reports. 
 h.   To perform other duties assigned to or commonly expected of the office. 
 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
The Per Capita Apportionment exit agreement with First Monett and Covenant Springfield was paid in full in 2017.   
 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION                                   REVEREND MARY KAY GLUNT 
 

GENDER F -    Female M -      Male    
STATUS TE - Teaching Elder CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder RE - Ruling Elder Y  - Youth 
RACE A -   Asian AA -    African-American W   - White  
LOCATION AREA W - West C – Central  E - East  
TERM 1 – 1st Term 2 – 2nd Term   

 
Mary Kay respectfully nominated the following for Synod Commissioners.  Moderator Flikkema called for 
nominations from the floor.  Hearing none the vote was called for and the motion was approved. 
 
 John Nipper, WMTE Honorably Retired   Central 
 Jennifer Dawson, WFTE First Presbyterian Parsons Kansas West 
 
 
 ********** Concludes report of Committee on Representation ********** 
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The motion to adjourned was made, seconded and approved.   
 
Prayer to close the day was offered by the Reverend John Becker at 2:05 p.m. 


