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February (and March 1) was a good month in John Calvin Presbytery. At the
February stated meeting, where we experienced great hospitality by the
Aurora church, we were encouraged to be in the stretch zone, even when it's
not comfortable. There was a lesson on being ready to do our best, just like
the crayons in our childhood boxes of crayons.

Quickly on the heels of the stated meeting came the Toolbox weekend. On
Friday night was the clergy-spouse gathering at Westminster-Springfield. We
are grateful to our host church. The interactive program was Counting Your
Blessings, led by Clayton Thomas from the Presbyterian Investment and
Loan Program, and dinner together. It was good to appreciate the work of our
pastors, and to see them enjoy fellowship with one another.

On Saturday was the training for all church leaders, Discovering Joy Through
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Grace, Gifts, and Generosity. It was well attended, drawing people from
many churches. We are grateful to Trinity-Springfield, our host church. This
event included opening and closing worship, a keynote by Joseph Moore
from the Presbyterian Foundation, two blocks of workshops, a nice
continental breakfast and a great lunch. There was new information to be
learned, but also, many participants said their churches are already doing
many of the things suggested by the presenters. Comments from participants
(and their demeanor at the event) indicate that this event hit its mark.

With help from the Synod of Mid-America, the Presbyterian Foundation, and
the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program, we experienced the larger
church, made possible by so many Presbyterians we'll never meet in person.

Many, many hours of preparation go into a presbytery meeting or event. We
are grateful for the many volunteers who make those possible, and also for
the participants who come to benefit from the gatherings. Some Toolbox
participants made generous donations to the event. This is encouraging to
the planners. Also, the many words of appreciation will help fuel future
experiences. One person, at church Sunday, said "I don't know when I've
had a better day." That's hard to top!

Please watch here for more opportunities to have a great day!
Malinda 

 
Mar 20

Boundaries Training Willow Springs
For pastors serving and retired pastors, CREs, and pulpit supply. Please read and reflect on D-1 from
the Book of Order. Together with attending the training, these fulfill the Committee on Ministry
requirement for annual boundaries training.

We will conclude with lunch at noon.

 

Register

Free
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SK 2025: New Orleans - Registration is Coming Soon!



Synod Youth Workshop
Who: Rising high school freshmen through graduating seniors. 

What: A 5-day youth retreat full of games, worship, friends, adventures, good food,
community service, songs, and more new friends. Chek out the details on the flyer
below or see the attached documents for more details. The schedule may give the
best idea of what to expect, but it certainly cannot convey everything. 

When: July 14-19 is the date of the event. I will be submitting our group
registration on June 1st, which means we have March, April, and May to
coordinate. 

Where: University of Tulsa. We will most likely select a central meeting location
within our presbytery for those who would like to ride together and then travel by
church van. 



Cost: $395 per student. Information regarding scholarships is attached. Additional
efforts to help reduce cost may be taken by the Presbytery. This has yet to be
decided. In the past, churches have also been asked to help cover 1/3 of the cost. 

Why: Synod Youth Workshop is incredible. I cannot possibly explain how fun and
unique SYW is within only a few sentences in an email, but you don't have to take
my word for it. Everyone who went last year enjoyed it. To hear what they have to
say about why you should come join us this year, check out this video. Also, Anna
Head, who can be seen in the video, is a part of the Youth Planning Team this
year. One of our own youths from our presbytery is responsible for developing the
content of the retreat. We should show up to support her!

How: Want to register? Good. Registration is done as a group, which means I will
be collecting everyone's information and then submitting it all online together. If
you are thinking about going, please respond. You may change your mind later, as
I will not be submitting our group registration until June 1, but in order to receive
further updates and information you must express interest by contacting me. Email
me at john.anderson@fpcjoplin.com with the participant's following
information: 
first name
last name
preferred name
first and last name of preferred roommate if applicable
gender identity (for dorm preference)
church name
church city
church state
birthdate
grade in fall of 2025
t-shirt size
food allergies
special needs
and any other necessary information. 

https://youtube.com/shorts/Eu73xE5HDFQ?feature=share
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Prayers Requested
All churches seeking a new pastor, to
understand God's call moving forward.

Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church @Hideaway,
Galena, Missouri

Ash Grove United Methodist-Presbyterian, Ash
Grove, MO

Willard Mt. Zion Presbyterian, Willard, MO

Ozark Presbyterian Church, Ozark, MO

 Prayer submissions will remain on
the prayer list for two weeks,
unless an update is received.

IMPORTANT LINKS
IISMO Youth Mentor Program

Pulpit Supply List and Information

Pneumatrix Free Webinars

​Receive Special JCP Communication
Emails

2025 Reports (Minister, Session, TOC)
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https://chchurches.org/the-changing-church/webinar/
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http://www.jcpresbytery.com/clerk-of-session.html


To submit a prayer request, please
email cia@jcpresbytery.com

Contact Us!

Executive Presbyter:
Malinda Spencer
417-437-6748
mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Stated Clerk:
Bob Frasier
417-476-4031 Ext. 701
bfrasier@jcpresbytery.com
 
Communication & Information Assistant:
Rachel Holcomb
417-476-4031 Ext. 700
cia@jcpresbytery.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Moderator of Presbytery:
Brenda Williams
417-860-4032
brenwwms@gmail.com
& copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
General Council Moderator:
Dan Davis
308-830-0535
revdanl@iolapresbyterian.org
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

JC Presbyterian Women Co-Moderators: 
Mary Lynne Grimes & Toni Spieth
Mary Lynne - 417-365-0060
bob-mary@tri-lakes.net
 
JC Living Waters Ministry:
Mike & Jeanne Simpson
870-736-2171
design.simpson@gmail.com 
 
JCPDA Ministry:
Grant & Toni Spieth
Toni: 620-762-3171
tonis@columbus-ks.com

Craig Campbell
620-224-0167
rcraigcampbell59@gmail.com

Administrative Ministries Committee
Moderator:
Reina Daleske
(417)598-2233
rdaleske@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Committee Ministry Moderator:
Bill Martin
417-321-4265
swmartin@teleport.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Committee Ministry Vice Moderator:
Reed Click
214-923-1977
rclick77@hotmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Sub-Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Moderator:
Susan Uffmann
417-827-2487
suffmann@me.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Committee on Representation Moderator:
Diane Cooke
417-257-8349
​dianejkjk@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Mission and Nurture Committee Moderator:
Marsha Landrith
541-417-1953
mtlandrith@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Anti-Racism Task Force Moderator:
Jennifer Dawson
214-930-1726
revdawson.j@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
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