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Becky Schwandt On behalf of our presbytery staff and
leadership, it is with both gratitude and
bittersweet hearts that we share that Rev.
Becky Schwandt’s last day as the Stated
Clerk of John Calvin Presbytery is
December 31, 2024. Becky has faithfully
served in this role for the past two years,
offering her gifts of leadership,
organization, and pastoral care to support
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mailto:pastorjdawson@sbcblobal.net
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Thank you, Becky, for your service
to the Presbytery! Good luck in all
that you do!

Reception for
Becky: time and

location to be
announced at a

later date

the mission and ministry of our
presbytery. Becky has accepted a new call
to Covenant Presbyterian Church in Fort
Myers, Florida. We rejoice with her as she
steps into this new season of ministry and
follows God’s leading to serve in a new
context.
We give thanks for Becky’s dedication to
our presbytery and her presence will be
deeply missed. As Becky prepares to
transition into her new call, we hold her in
prayer and extend our blessings to her.
We are grateful for the time she has
offered to ensure a smooth handoff of
responsibilities and her ongoing support
during this transition. Please join us in
thanking Becky for her service and
wishing her God’s abundant blessings in
the exciting journey ahead. May God
continue to guide her as she ministers to
the Covenant Presbyterian community
and beyond.
Sincerely,
Rev. Kira Anderson, JCP Council
Moderator

2025 Meeting Schedule
Saturday, Feb. 22nd, 2024 - Aurora, MO 9:30 AM In-Person
Saturday, May 31st, 2024 - Crocker, MO  9:30 AM In-Person
Thursday, Aug. 7th, 2024 - Chanute, KS  6:30 PM Zoom
Saturday, Nov. 1st, 2024 - Trinity-Springfield, MO 9:30 AM In-Person



PCHAS Angel Tree Online
We are creating an online option for Angel Tree this year! If you support
PCHAS but have never been able to participate in Angel Tree because of the
distance, you can now shop and ship online.
We always have children who come into care late in the year, just before
Christmas and well after we have distributed our Christmas wish lists to
churches. This year we will invite our staff to enter the last-minute wishes in
our online Angel Tree, updating lists daily.
You and your church will be able to share an online link or a QR code
allowing people to view a PCHAS Angel Tree Wishlist in your area with
current needs. Together, we can help ensure that every child and every family
we serve has gifts under the tree this year.
If you or your church would like to participate, just contact Kenn Tilus,
PCHAS Development Officer. He will get you connected with the info you
need to help make Christmas special for kids who are suddenly facing a blue
Christmas.
 Contact: Kenn.Tilus@PCHAS.org
417-202-3225 Springfield
573-242-6315 Farmington

mailto:Kenn.Tilus@PCHAS.org


A Guide to Giving for Advent
Here is an example of how one church is incorporating

giving to the Advent season. You might find it useful too!



Hark to the Call! is a
new Advent hymn
written by Dennis H.
Piermont. His spouse
is a pastor in Peace
River Presbytery
whose church was
damaged by both
Hurricane Helene and
Hurricane Milton. He
wrote this to address



some of the feelings
that go with storms
in our lives. It is free
for congregational
use and worship
experiences with
attribution. All other
rights are reserved. 

Get Ready for Year-End Giving
Did you know that more charitable giving happens in December than any other time of
the year? Over one-third of all charitable giving is done in the last quarter of the year.
The majority of that giving happens in the month of December. 
We can help you make a charitable gift – and we can help your church or ministry
encourage year-end gifts from your congregation. 
Appreciated securities
If you or someone from your congregation would like to make a gift of appreciated
securities, we can help – but act soon. These gifts take time to process. 
Start with your Ministry Relations Officer, which you can find here . 
Resources
Additionally, we have many resources available for your church or ministry. You can
download the resources at the links below. 

Year-End Tax Information brochure: a four-page brochure with updated
information for 2024. 
Year-End Giving Bulletin Inserts (Option 1, and Option 2, with different images)
Year-End Giving Slides for screens and broadcast – Option 1 and Option 2, and
both standard and widescreen available. Find all options at the bottom of this
page on our website. 

Please reach out to us at serving@presbyterianfoundation.org or call us at 800-858-
6127 option 3 (8 am to 5 pm, Eastern Time) if you need assistance. We’re here to help. 

https://pres-outlook.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58bf13ba501b4a2409f3b239&id=99a32ffbaf&e=cf57e1e35f
https://pres-outlook.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58bf13ba501b4a2409f3b239&id=a6c455c02a&e=cf57e1e35f
https://pres-outlook.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58bf13ba501b4a2409f3b239&id=6812bc782d&e=cf57e1e35f
https://pres-outlook.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58bf13ba501b4a2409f3b239&id=3caa672b8d&e=cf57e1e35f
https://pres-outlook.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58bf13ba501b4a2409f3b239&id=f976369b86&e=cf57e1e35f
https://pres-outlook.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58bf13ba501b4a2409f3b239&id=c2ea9a8620&e=cf57e1e35f
mailto:serving@presbyterianfoundation.org


Presbyterians Supporting
Christian Education

Continuing the Legacy of the
Presbyterian School of Christian

Education
This program hopes to provide collegial,

personal, and professional support for those
engaged in ministry. In 2025, the program will
provide two different types of cohorts: one for
professional educators, volunteer educators,
and pastors; the second for Commissioned

Ruling Elders (CRE/CP), those persons serving
as solo pastors in small congregations. Cohorts
will meet together monthly for a year and will be

guided by a facilitator. Click on the program
description below for more information, and
submit your application by November 30,

2024 for this innovative opportunity.

Click HERE for more information

From Educator participants:
"I joined a Cohort not knowing what to expect, and I am
wonderfully happy that I did so. This is a great
opportunity to connect with others and share ideas about
ministry. Please try it - you will be glad you did!"

"Thank you for doing this. As a part-time educator/pastor,
I have a hard time making the connections to build a
support system and this group was the push I needed to
build one. It came at a most necessary time."

The Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.),
along with
Presbyterian Women,
will form a joint
delegation to attend
the 69th Commission
on the Status of
Women to be held
March 10–21,
2025. Although it is
only November, our
office is already busy
preparing for next
year’s Commission
on the Status of
Women which is held
every March at the
UN headquarters in
New York City. The
Commission on the
Status of Women
(CSW) is the principal
global
intergovernmental
body exclusively
dedicated to the
promotion of gender
equality and the
empowerment of
women. 

Fill out the application
HERE

The bad guys are at it again!
Emails are going out to presbytery folks that seem to be from someone you know, but
they are not. The emails say that they need you to help out with a discreet favor. If you
respond, they scammer will ask you for gift cards or money. They might say it is to help
someone in an emergency. No presbytery staff will ever ask you to give them money or
gift cards. Not ever. Check the sender address, report the scam if you receive them, and
call and ask the person about it if you are not sure.

https://www.upsem.edu/psce/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/commission-on-the-status-of-women/csw69-2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScUu51s18mNjMlpXRHwa14HlOUsZ0_4fWhY_7zgZJZx5aROrw/viewform?pli=1


Coming Up in December
December Christmas Joy Offering (Dec. 22)

Prayers Requested
All churches seeking a new pastor, to
understand God's call moving forward.

Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church @Hideaway,
Galena, Missouri

Ash Grove United Methodist-Presbyterian, Ash
Grove, MO

 Prayer submissions will remain on
the prayer list for two weeks,
unless an update is received.

To submit a prayer request, please
email cia@jcpresbytery.com

IMPORTANT LINKS
IISMO Youth Mentor Program

Pulpit Supply List and Information

Pneumatrix Free Webinars

Receive Special JCP Communication
Emails

Contact Us!

Executive Presbyter:
Malinda Spencer
417-437-6748
mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Stated Clerk:
Becky Schwandt
417-837-9051
bschwandt@jcpresbytery.com
 
Communication & Information Assistant:
Rachel Holcomb
417-476-4031 Ext. 700
cia@jcpresbytery.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Moderator of Presbytery:
Dan Davis
308-830-0535
revdanl@iolapresbyterian.org
& copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
General Council Moderator:
Kira Anderson
404-786-5291
kira.anderson@fpcjoplin.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

JC Presbyterian Women Co-Moderators: 
Mary Lynne Grimes & Toni Spieth
Mary Lynne - 417-365-0060
bob-mary@tri-lakes.net
 
JC Living Waters Ministry:
Grant & Toni Spieth
620-762-3171
tonis@columbus-ks.com 
 
JCPDA Ministry:
Grant & Toni Spieth

Administrative Ministries Committee
Moderator:
Bob Dahlgren
417-280-6557
revrobertd@yahoo.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Committee Ministry Moderator:
Kent Hollingsworth
417-848-8551
kenthollingsworth@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Sub-Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Moderator:
Dixie Anders
563-343-9071
​revdrdixie@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Committee on Representation Moderator:
Diane Cooke
417-257-8349
​dianejkjk@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Mission and Nurture Committee Moderator:
Daniel Lee
417-414-2321
rev.dslee@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Anti-Racism Task Force Moderator:
Jennifer Dawson
214-930-1726
revdawson.j@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
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Toni: 620-762-3171
tonis@columbus-ks.com

John Calvin Presbytery | PO Box 1394 | Ozark, MO 65721-1394 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:tonis@columbus-ks.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

	2025 Meeting Schedule
	Saturday, Feb. 22nd, 2024 - Aurora, MO 9:30 AM In-Person
	Saturday, May 31st, 2024 - Crocker, MO  9:30 AM In-Person
	Thursday, Aug. 7th, 2024 - Chanute, KS  6:30 PM Zoom
	Saturday, Nov. 1st, 2024 - Trinity-Springfield, MO 9:30 AM In-Person
	Presbyterians Supporting Christian Education

