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PCHAS Angel Tree Online
We are creating an online option for Angel Tree this year! If you support
PCHAS but have never been able to participate in Angel Tree because of the
distance, you can now shop and ship online.
We always have children who come into care late in the year, just before
Christmas and well after we have distributed our Christmas wish lists to
churches. This year we will invite our staff to enter the last-minute wishes in
our online Angel Tree, updating lists daily.
You and your church will be able to share an online link or a QR code
allowing people to view a PCHAS Angel Tree Wishlist in your area with
current needs. Together, we can help ensure that every child and every family
we serve has gifts under the tree this year.
If you or your church would like to participate, just contact Kenn Tilus,
PCHAS Development Officer. He will get you connected with the info you
need to help make Christmas special for kids who are suddenly facing a blue
Christmas.
 Contact: Kenn.Tilus@PCHAS.org
417-202-3225 Springfield
573-242-6315 Farmington

mailto:Kenn.Tilus@PCHAS.org




Willard Fall Concert 2024
Marvin Murphree, baritone, and Erica Suh, piano
Program to include Schumann’s Dichterliebe and

American folk and jazz tunes

Sunday, November 17 at 3 PM
Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church







Exciting New Opportunity!!!!
Pastoral Leadership Revitalization
Each participating pastor pays $100 and the presbytery pays $100
per pastor for the first year, and then $200, and then $300. The
retreats are covered by the OPSF grant, except travel to the
location. 

Testimonial from pastors already taking advantage of the program:

****I have had monthly coaching meetings, spiritual direction, and
listening groups, as well as a retreat at Heartland. I can't say enough
good things about this program and I'd like to do it again next year!

****YES! This was the best resource for me in so many ways. There
are so many ways to be involved for such a great price. It needs to be
advertised MORE. I applied for it on the deadline day because there

was so little information about it. I have had monthly coaching
meetings, spiritual direction, and listening groups, as well as a retreat
at Heartland. I can't say enough good things about this program and

I'd like to do it again next year!

****PLR offers more resources than I had thought possible. For
basically no money (see Malinda for actual cost details), you can

participate in small groups, leadership training, retreats, gain access
to sermon writing materials/cohorts, and more. Every quarter and/or

semester more options to participate in various offerings are
presented. You would be silly not to take advantage of this

opportunity for Continuing Education. 

Our pastors are encouraged to join! See and click on image below
for registration information!



Upcoming 2025 PLR Retreats
Wisconsin, Holy Wisdom Monastery March 17-25, 2025

Oklahoma, St. Crispin  April 28-May 1, 2025

KS-MO, TBD (part of a larger gathering) Sept 15-18, 2025 

Colorado, Highland Park Oct 6-9, 2025

NE-IA, TBD  Nov 10-13, 2025

Due to no shows at some of our retreats, we will now have PLR participants
register for their retreat. It is at this time they may also upgrade to a single
room for an additional cost. We will email when registration is open for
your area’s retreat, so you can advertise to anyone in the presbytery to join
(even those not in PLR).

Living Waters for the World training at Clean Water U

Mike and Jeanne Simpson,
members of Trinity
Presbyterian in Springfield,
recently completed training at
Clean Water U in



The next trip for the team is in February 2025,
returning to the Dominican Republic. If you are
interested in joining the group for an
installation, contact Mike or Jeanne by
email, design.simpson@gmail.com. Send
missions contributions from congregations to the
JCP treasurer. Individuals who want to donate,
may mail contributions to JCLWM c/o 2855 S.
Versailles Ave. Springfield, MO 65804. 

The team is available to make a presentation to
your church or civic organization, either during
worship or other times as requested. We can
show pictures, tell stories, and share our passion
for this work.

Johnsonburg, New Jersey.
This training course, held in
September, was sponsored by
Living Waters for the World, an
organization that is dedicated
to helping provide clean water
around the world. Mike and
Jeanne had joined the John
Calvin Presbytery Living
Waters for the World team in
February 2024 on a trip to the
Dominican Republic. The team
of six installed a water filtration
system at an elementary
school. Mike and Jeanne
learned so much on that trip,
and were excited about
learning more by getting the
training necessary to continue
the work in the future. Mike’s
training focused on education,
teaching the local population
about the importance of clean
water, and how it can improve
health and quality of life.
Jeanne’s training focused on
the installation of the system,
learning how to work with the
in-country operators who will
continue to use the system
after the team has gone home.
Both jobs are important in
ensuring the systems run well
and are used to their full
potential. 

Presbyterians Supporting Christian
Education

Continuing the Legacy of the Presbyterian School
of Christian Education

This program hopes to provide collegial, personal, and professional
support for those engaged in ministry. In 2025, the program will

provide two different types of cohorts: one for professional
educators, volunteer educators, and pastors; the second for

Commissioned Ruling Elders (CRE/CP), those persons serving as
solo pastors in small congregations. Cohorts will meet together

mailto:design.simpson@gmail.com


monthly for a year and will be guided by a facilitator. Click on the
program description below for more information, and submit your
application by November 30, 2024 for this innovative opportunity.

Click HERE for more information

From Educator participants:
"I joined a Cohort not knowing what to expect, and I am wonderfully happy that I
did so. This is a great opportunity to connect with others and share ideas about
ministry. Please try it - you will be glad you did!"

"Thank you for doing this. As a part-time educator/pastor, I have a hard time
making the connections to build a support system and this group was the push I
needed to build one. It came at a most necessary time."

https://www.upsem.edu/psce/


Hark to the Call! is a new Advent hymn written by Dennis
H. Piermont. His spouse is a pastor in Peace River
Presbytery whose church was damaged by both Hurricane
Helene and Hurricane Milton. He wrote this to address
some of the feelings that go with storms in our lives. It is
free for congregational use and worship experiences with
attribution. All other rights are reserved. 

PCUSA
Quarterly Resource Preview
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From the Office of Presbyterian
Youth and Triennium
In the midst of a beautiful and broken
world, we have a vision for ministry with
young people that unites youth in Christ
with all other generations and proclaims
the love of God without end. Here are a
few of the latest free Quicksheet resources
we offer to support youth leaders,
congregations and parents/guardians:
Quicksheet #99 — Happy
Planning — Theme Ideas for Youth Ministry
DatoVeloz #99 — Feliz planificación
Quicksheet #100 — Inside Out 2
DatoVeloz #100 — Del revés 2

Giving it our all this Giving
Tuesday
Giving Tuesday is a global
movement that takes place the
Tuesday after Thanksgiving — this
year on Dec. 3 — a day when
people across the world unite to
make a difference. Once again,
the Presbyterian Giving Catalog
invites your congregation to join
us and participate in Giving
Tuesday so that we can amplify
our impact through collective
action.
Through the Presbyterian Giving
Catalog, each item — from
sustainable farming inputs to
providing communities with clean
water — brings hope to
communities in need. This Giving
Tuesday, lead your church in
communal acts of generosity that
change lives worldwide.
Reach out
to presbyteriangifts@pcusa.org 
to learn more — we’re standing
by.

From the Office of Vital Congregations
The Office of Vital Congregations is beginning its

Assistance Program
As the agency of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
that administers benefits, the
Board of Pensions is keenly
aware of unmet financial
needs. The Assistance
Program embodies our
connectional Church at its best
through need-based grants
that are supported by the
donations of generous
individuals.

Receive a grant
Need-based grants are
available to members,
ministers, retirees, and
surviving spouses who qualify.
We encourage all Benefits

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/quicksheets-99-happy-planning-theme-ideas-for-youth-ministry/
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mailto:presbyteriangifts@pcusa.org


new initiative in 2025. The first cohort will be by
invitation only, and enrollment for the second
cohort will be open enrollment. We have completed
our new manual and are excited to share it with
participants who enroll in the Vital Congregations
Initiative. It will be a one-year commitment down
from three years (which included a prep year). Each
pastor will have a coach. There will be monthly
meetings instead of quarterly meetings. We believe
this new initiative will be more effective for
churches with the shorter time period. The new
manual also features writers from the denomination
who are pastors or presbytery executives and a few
who have taken churches through the initiative. 
The Office of Vital Congregations is releasing an
Advent devotional in late November, in time for
Advent. It features writing by colleagues in the
national church. It is a very powerful devotion that
we believe has real meaning for churches and
individuals as we begin a new church year. The
themes and writers for this devotional are:
Hope — written by Corey Schlosser-Hall; Peace —
written by valerie izumi; Joy — written by Amantha
Barbee; and Love — written by Samuel Son.  

Plan members to review
eligibility requirements and
apply.
See if you qualify

Give to those in need
You can help provide critical
financial assistance to those in
need by donating to the
Assistance Program in a
variety of ways, including a
one-time gift, annual gifts,
legacies, and endowments.
Give to the Assistance
Program

Camp and Retreat Sunday
The PC(USA) designates various days
on the church calendar for special
emphasis. Below are resources for
celebrating Camp and Retreat Sunday.
This Sunday usually falls on the
second Sunday of February but can be
celebrated whenever your faith
community chooses to lift up Camp
and Retreat Ministry.

What's Happening in November
Transgender Day of Remembrance (Nov. 20, 2024)
Matthew 25: Eradicating Systemic Poverty Sunday (Nov. 24, 2024)
Thanksgiving Day; The Nativity Fast (Nov. 28, 2024)

Coming Up in December
December Christmas Joy Offering (Dec. 22)

https://pensions.org/your-path-to-wholeness/assistance-program/receiving-assistance
https://pensions.org/your-path-to-wholeness/assistance-program/giving
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Eradicating-Systemic-Poverty-Sunday.docx
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/christmas-joy/


Prayers Requested
All churches seeking a new pastor, to
understand God's call moving forward.

Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church @Hideaway,
Galena, Missouri

Ash Grove United Methodist-Presbyterian, Ash
Grove, MO

Trinity-Springfield, MO--searching for an
interim pastor

 Prayer submissions will remain on
the prayer list for two weeks,
unless an update is received.

To submit a prayer request, please
email cia@jcpresbytery.com

IMPORTANT LINKS
IISMO Youth Mentor Program

Pulpit Supply List and Information

Pneumatrix Free Webinars

Receive Special JCP Communication
Emails

Contact Us!

Executive Presbyter:
Malinda Spencer
417-437-6748
mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Stated Clerk:
Becky Schwandt
417-837-9051
bschwandt@jcpresbytery.com
 
Communication & Information Assistant:
Rachel Holcomb
417-476-4031 Ext. 700
cia@jcpresbytery.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Moderator of Presbytery:
Dan Davis
308-830-0535
revdanl@iolapresbyterian.org
& copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
General Council Moderator:
Kira Anderson
404-786-5291
kira.anderson@fpcjoplin.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

JC Presbyterian Women Co-Moderators: 
Mary Lynne Grimes & Toni Spieth
Mary Lynne - 417-365-0060
bob-mary@tri-lakes.net
 
JC Living Waters Ministry:
Grant & Toni Spieth
620-762-3171
tonis@columbus-ks.com 
 
JCPDA Ministry:
Grant & Toni Spieth
Toni: 620-762-3171
tonis@columbus-ks.com

Administrative Ministries Committee
Moderator:
Bob Dahlgren
417-280-6557
revrobertd@yahoo.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Committee Ministry Moderator:
Kent Hollingsworth
417-848-8551
kenthollingsworth@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Sub-Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Moderator:
Dixie Anders
563-343-9071
​revdrdixie@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Committee on Representation Moderator:
Diane Cooke
417-257-8349
​dianejkjk@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Mission and Nurture Committee Moderator:
Daniel Lee
417-414-2321
rev.dslee@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
 
Anti-Racism Task Force Moderator:
Jennifer Dawson
214-930-1726
revdawson.j@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com
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