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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 209th STATED MEETING  
JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT  

Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.  
Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.  

Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry.  
 
The 209th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Kira 
Anderson. Kira welcomed everyone and introduced the Reverend Jack Cormack, pastor of Hillcrest and 
Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Churches Springfield, Missouri. Jack opened the meeting in prayer and 
shared some of the mission and ministry of Hillcrest and Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Churches, 
reminding the presbytery that Gibson Chapel nests within Hillcrest’s Building.  
 
Moderator Kira Anderson asked that any new Elder Commissioners or Ministers to the stated meeting of 
presbytery to be introduced:  
 
Becky Schwandt introduced Elder Barb Woolery - Ozark Presbyterian Church 
Reina Daleske introduced Elder Mary Beth Funk – Kimberling City 
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                ELDER BARB WOOLERY Clerk Pro-Tem 
Stated Clerk pro-tem, Elder Barb Woolery, stated that based on the participants’ list and the registration 
roll, a quorum was present for this in-person meeting of presbytery. (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as 
many ruling elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented 
by ruling elders.”)  
ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the 209th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 63 in 
total. The breakdown follows:  

Fifteen ( 15 ) Teaching Elders serving church, attended in person  
Four ( 4 ) Teaching Elders, Honorably Retired, attended in person 
Three ( 3 ) Commissioned Ruling Elders serving a church, attended in person 
Seventeen ( 17 ) Ruling Elder Commissioners attended in person  
Four ( 4 ) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council, and Committees, attended in person (not 
counted as pastors, elders or CREs)  
Fifteen ( 15 ) Volunteers, attended in person 
Two ( 2 ) Visitors, attended in person 
Two ( 2 ) Corresponding Members 
One ( 1 ) Staff members, attended in person 
Seventeen ( 17 ) Churches were represented by elder commissioners (Two churches qualify to 
have two Elder Commissioners) 
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Presbytery Moderators and Staff 

Presbytery moderator Anderson, Kira Present 

Presbytery moderator-elect Davis, Daniel Present 

General Council moderator Spieth, Toni  Present 

Administrative Ministries moderator Dahlgren, Bob Present 

Committee on Ministry Deleske, Reina  Present 

Committee on Representation Muegge, Sarah  Excused 

Mission and Nurture Committee Schwandt, Becky  Present 

Presbyterian Women Co-Moderator Russell, Joan  Present 

Presbyterian Women Co-Moderator Jackson, Linda  Present 

Treasurer Winzenried, Dennis  Present 

Pastoral Presbyter Spencer, Malinda  Present 

Stated Clerk pro-tem Woolery, Barb  Present 

Stated Clerk Schwandt, Becky  Present 

Recording Clerk Cormack, Scarlet  Present 

Transitional Project – staff Emery, Greg  Excused 

 
VISITORS 
 
VOLUNTEERS 

Ice, Regina Meester, Diane Meester, Norm Miller, Sammy 

Lofton, Denise  Lofton, Ferba Moore, Katy Kasparek, Joan 

Becker, Debbie Becker, John Hutchins, Dianne Tureaud, Karen 

Scott, Sonja Dean, Barbara McCullough, Jennifer  
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Stated Clerk, Barb Woolery then moved that the amended docket be approved with amendments. 
The amendments to the original docket are that the Committee on Ministry Report the action item 
of electing an Administrative Commission for the United Presbyterian Church of Mulberry.  That 
directly after the Report for the Synod, the Presbyterian Foundation Representative, Sherri 
Finke, be given five (5) minutes to bring greeting from the Foundation. The Reverend Laura Agee 
will give the Mission & Nurture report. We should conclude our day together about 2:30 p.m. The 
motion was seconded. Time for questions and discussion was given. Hearing no objections to the 
approval of the amended docket, it was approved. 
 
 

8:30am Fellowship; New Commissioner Welcome  

9:30am Call to Order Moderator, Reverend Kira 
Anderson 

 Greeting from Host Church & Opening Prayer The Reverend Jack Cormack 

 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the 
Presbytery. Announcements; appointment of pages 
and Resoulution of Thanks Committee 

Moderator, Reverend Kira 
Anderson 

9:40am Report of Stated Clerk 
● Orientation to meeting 
● Declaration of a quorum 
● Approval of docket 
● Seating of corresponding members 

Elder Barb Woolery 

9:45am General Council Recommendation Elder Jim Holt 

10:00am Service of Morning Worship with Sacrament of 
Holy Communion 

The Reverand Jack Cormack 

10:50am Morning Break  

11:00am Education Time Arthur Duncan 

11:35am Introduction to 225th General Assembly Proposed 
Amendments to the Constitution 

The Rev. Daniel Davis and 
Elder Toni Spieth 

12:00pm Prayer for Lunch  

12:45pm Call to Order The Reverand Kira Anderson 

12:45pm Report of Committee on Ministry Elder Reina Daleske 
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1:00pm Proposed Amendments to the Book of Order The Rev. Daniel Davis and 
Elder Toni Spieth 

1:30pm Report of Executive Presbyter Elder Malinda Spencer 

1:40pm Report from Synod Elder Toni De La Rosa 

1:45pm Report of Mission and Nurture Committee The Rev. Laura Agee 

1:50pm Report of Administrative Ministries Committee The Rev. Bob Dahlgren 

1:55pm Report of the Treasurer/Transformational Grant for 
Kimberling City 

The Rev. DennisWinzenried 

2:00pm Report of General Council Elder Jim Holt 

2:03pm Resolution of Thanks The Rev. Barry Williams 

 
General Council Moderator Jim Holt motioned for Barbara Woolery to be appointed as the 
Stated Clerk pro-tem until after the examination of the Stated Clerk Elect, Becky Schwandt. This 
came from a committee and does not require a second. Motion approved. 
 
Barb Woolery moved that the following be seated as corresponding members:  

Elder Tony De La Rosa, the Transitional Synod Executive from the Synod of  
Mid-America  

Elder Sherri Finke, the Minister Relations Officer serving the Central Region of from the 
Presbyterian Foundation 

 
Seconded. A call for additional people needing to be seated was made. Hearing no objections to the 
motion, it was approved. Barb Woolery moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 
November 5th, 2022 stated meeting, the December 4th, 2022 called meeting, and the January 26th, 
2023 call meeting and those minutes be approved. Seconded. Motion was approved.  
 
This concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk. 
 
General Council Recommendation - Jim Holt made a motion on behalf of the General Council, and 
upon the recommendation of the Administrative Ministries Committee to examine Becky Schwandt to 
be the Stated Clerk. This motion was seconded and the floor was opened for questions. 
Motion was made by John Nipper to sustain the examination and elect Becky Schwandt as the Stated 
Clerk for the John Calvin Presbytery for a period of 3 years and seconded. Vote was unanimous and 
passed. The Rev. Becky Schwandt was elected.  
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Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
The Rev. Jack Cormack and the Rev. Daniel Davis lead morning worship and presided over the Lord’s 
Table in the style of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church’s Sunday morning worship. A combined choir for 
Hillcrest and Gibson Chapel led our singing and offered a choral anthem. Jack Cormack preached with a 
sermon focused on Black History month. Elders from both churches assisted in the serving of Holy 
Communion. A time for prayer requests was offered and many presbyters share joys and concerns. At 
the close of worship Jack Cormack invited those gathered to share where they had seen God in the past 
week as he does every Sunday. Again, the body shared with joy and thoughtfulness the ways in which 
God was present in their lives.  
 
Education Time 
The Rev. Jack Cormack introduced guest speaker Arthur Duncan who spoke about the history, meaning, 
and power of music in the Black Church. Mr. Duncan was invited to speak on this topic in celebration of 
Black History Month and in relationship with the worship theme for the meeting.  
 
Introduction to 225th General Assembly Proposed Amendments to the Constitution –  
Teaching Elder Commissioner Dan Davis and Ruling Elder Commissioner Toni Spieth were given time 
to introduce the proposed amendments. 
 
Moderator Kira Anderson dismissed the body for lunch following a blessing. Following lunch, she then 
called us back to order to begin the afternoon session. 
 
From Report of Committee on Ministry 
Elder Reina Daleske moved that John Calvin Presbytery elect an Administrative Commission to 
work along side Southminster Presbyterian Church at the church’s request. The commission shall 
consist of Teaching Elders: Julie Mercer, Frank LeBlanc, Kira Anderson, and Dixie Voss Anders 
and Ruling Eleders: Bill Martin and Dennis Pirkle and that Commission be given permission to do 
the following: 

1. Assume original jurisdiction, if necessary, after assessing whether a viable session exists.  
2. Assume financial oversight  
3. To determine the viability of the congregation and to report their findings to the 
presbytery at the next possible presbytery meeting.  

Coming from a committee it does not need a second, motion approved. 
 
Southminster Elder Jim Moore was given time to speak about the mission and ministry of  Southminster 
Presbyterian Church and the church’s reasons for asking John Calvin Presbytery to dissolve the church. 
 
Elder Reina Daleske moved that John Calvin Presbytery elect an Administrative Commission to 
work along side United Presbyterian Church of Mulberry at their request. The commission shall 
consist of Teaching Elder: Christine Iannucilli and Ruling Elders Toni Spieth and Jay Kretzmeir. 
and that Commission be given permission to do the following: 

1. Assume original jurisdiction, if necessary, after assessing whether a viable session exists.  
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2. Assume financial oversight  
3. To determine the viability of the congregation and to report their findings to the 
presbytery at the next possible presbytery meeting.  

Coming from a committee it does not need a second, motion approved. 
 
This concludes the Committee on Ministry Report 
 
Proposed Amendments to the Book of Order: 
After Stated Clerk Becky Schwandt gave instruction and explanation of our voting procedures and 
options, Moderator Kira Anderson recognized the Rev. Daniel Davis and Elder Toni Spieth. 
Daniel and Toni asked that amendments 22E, 22CC, 22DD, 22EE, 22 FF, and 22GG  be voted on 
separately from the remaining amendments. 
 
Daniel Davis made a motion to approve the following proposed amendments 22A, 22B, 22C, 22D, 22F, 
22G, 22H, 22I, 22J, 22K, 22L, 22M, 22N, 22O, 22P, 22Q, 22R, 22S, 22T, 22U, 22V 22W, 22X, 22Y, 
22Z, 22AA, 22BB.  Motion was seconded. Motion carried with a unanimous vote. 
 
22E - Motion was made to approve amendment 22E by Chris Miller and was seconded by Jack 
Cormack. 
 There was discussion over the amendment alternating between approving and disapproving. 
Each speaker had 2 minutes.  

Dennis Winzenried moved to call the question - Toni Spieth seconded. Toni Spieth asked for a 
hand count of this amendment. 

○ Approve the proposed amendment 22E - with a vote of 29 aye and 3 no 
22CC-22FF - Motion was made by Dan Davis to approve the proposed amendments 22CC, 22DD, 
22EE, and 22FF and was seconded by Chris Miller. Motion carried with unanimous vote. 
 
22GG - Daniel Davis made a motion to approve amendment 22GG. Motion was seconded by Frank 
LaBlanc. The Rev. Daniel Lee asked for clarification on the new title and Dan Davis responded. Motion 
carried with unanimous vote. 
 
Stated Clerk Becky Schwandt noted that the approval of 22GG now supersedes the approved 
amendments 22CC-22FF. 
 
This concluded the action needed on the proposed Amendments to the Book of Order for the 225th 
General Assembly. 
 
From Report of Executive Presbyter 

● Has visited 40 church services 
● Posed the question, “If you don’t do anything different what is it going to look like in 5 years?” 
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○ How can we get the younger generations in church 
 

From the Synod Report 
● Project Jubielle - 14,815 individuals were impacted by the erasing of the average $900 debt. 
● Mission and Ministries Report Committee - establishing a 3 year cycle of annual grants. 

Announcement to come in the following upcoming months 
● 8 higher education grants were given of $1000 each to small churchs (50 members or less in MO 

& 90 members or less in KS) 
● New Worshiping Communities - awarding preliminary grants to new worshiping communities 
● The Art of Transitional Ministry Training- May 22-26 - revamped curriculum - registration is 

currently open online 
 
Presbyterian Foundation 

● Sherri Finke, a Ministry Relations Officer of the Presbyterian Foundation brought greeting from 
the Foundation to John Calvin Presbytery. She also spoke and the changes and trends in 
stewardship. She recommended the book The Sailboat Church for reading and study. 

 
From the Mission and Nurture Report 

The Rev. Laura Agee reported on the Lenten Zoom Study called Reflection on the Lord’s Prayer. 
This study is from the PC(USA)’s Follow Me Curriculum.  The study meets on Tuesday 
evenings through Lent at 7:00 PM. It is not too late to sign up and join the study.  

 
Report of Administrative Ministries Committee 

Committee Moderator Bob Dahlgren made a motion that the financial reports for January 
1, 2022 – December 31, 2022 be filed for review: Balance Sheet, Budget vs Actuals Report, 
and Per Capital/Shared Mission Report. No discussion or objections were made and this was 
approved. 
 
Bob Dahlgren also reported that the Communications and Information Assistant position is still 
open and the committee is continuing the search process.   

 
From the Treasurers Report 

Treasurer Dennis Winzenried shared an update on local churches’ giving to per capita and shared 
mission. He also reported that the funds for the Transformational Ministry Grant, in which JCP is 
working with St. Andrew’s Kimberling City, comes out of the presbytery’s investments accounts.  
 
From Report of General Council 
Thanked everyone that participates, especially the committee chairs and is a part of the committees that 
run the presbytery 
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Motion was made to close the John Calvin Presbytery 209th Stated Meeting, seconded, and approved. 
 
Closing Prayer was given by Elder Jan Evert  
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_______________________ 
The Rev. Becky Schwandt 
Stated Clerk 
John Calvin Presbytery 
 
 
 


