
John Calvin Presbytery                                  One Hundred Eighty-first Stated Meeting 
February 27, 2016                                                              Missouri State University 
                                                                     Springfield, Missouri 
 

1  

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 181st STATED MEETING 
 JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 

      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   
      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   
      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 The 181st Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Acting Moderator Dennis 
Winzenried.  Dennis introduced the Reverend Howard Cavner, pastor of the Missouri State University campus 
ministry, Ekklesia, in Springfield, Missouri.  Howard welcomed all in attendance.  Dennis gave the opening 
prayer then pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 
 
Elder Beth Kick and Elder Susan Leonard of Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA served as pages. The Reverend Julie 
Mercer-Kidd and the Reverend Becky Schwandt served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to 
transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as 
many ruling elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling 
elders.”) 
 

 
COMMUNITY 

 
CHURCH 

 
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 
Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Havens, Bill Present Staley, Susan 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Excused Stanley, Larry 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Present Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Excused 
Columbus, KS First Presbyterian Powell, Dale Excused Spieth, Toni 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Arnold, Jerry 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Marso, Alan 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Excused 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Excused Excused 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Excused 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Whitworth-Reed, Linda Present Gilpin, Jim 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Tamburrino, Pat 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Present Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------   Carter, Greg 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Powers, Emmett Absent  Absent 
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Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused  Excused 
Monett, MO First Presbyterian Vincent, Bill Present  Norris, Ted 
Monett, MO Waldensian Presbyterian Evans, Vicki Present Bounous, Joe 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Excused 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Excused Devore, Shirley 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present  Excused 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent  Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Excused Excused 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Byers, Steve 
Oswego, KS First Presbyterian Lorenz, Debi Absent Absent 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Present Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Sheldon, Marlene 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Excused Mayo, Cheryl 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ----------   
Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present May, Bob 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Present Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant  Groves, Michelle 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Schardein, Max 
Springfield, MO Covenant Presbyterian Williams, Christopher Present Maulin, Margaret 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Present Tureaud, Karen 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Summers-Minette, Teri Present DeGeere, Connie 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Present Lyons, Michael 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Wright, Mary Present Kick, Beth 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA   Muegge, Sarah 
Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Present ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present Pogue, Marga 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Goodman, Amy 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Tranabarger, John Excused   
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant   
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Present   
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Bunge, Michelle 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Knott, Phil 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Huffstetler, Jane Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Peters, Rodney Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Reed, David Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- Member at Large Roberts, Matthew Excused ------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present ------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Stratman, Gary Present ------------------------- 
 
PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator-elect Morriss, Kathy Excused 
General Council moderator Winzenried, Dennis Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Moore, John Present 
Committee on Ministry Mercer-Kidd, Julie Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Williams, Rich Excused 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 
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VISITORS 
Ayton, Grace Bay, John Bunge, Suzy Casper, Terri 
Colt, Ruth Deweerd, Sherry Forkner, Joyce Foster, Julie 
Foster, Kenton Goodson, Michelle Hanson, Cleo Hogue, Kate 
Hogue, Sean Hollowell, Bruce Klingensmith, Phil Knott, Mary 
Leonard, Susan Lofton, Denise Lofton, Ferba Marsh, Rich 
Marsh, Sharon Neher, Dwight Neher, Sam Samuels, Margaret 
Schwandt, Becky Scott, Ted Snodgrass, Eileen Stratman, Deb 
Tamburrino, Michael Wensel, John Williams, Robin Zanders, Eugene 
Zanders, Janice    

        
HOST VOLUNTEERS: 

Clark, Lisa McCaulla, Kat Peterson, Orian Rounsoville, Tia 
Simmons, Jenn    

 
 
 
FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions:  
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the November 7, 2015 stated meeting of Presbytery and that 

those minutes be approved. 
Motion seconded and approved 
 
 2.  That the docket be approved.  Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 
 

DOCKET   
180th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Hillcrest Presbyterian Church 
Springfield, Missouri 

November 7, 2015 
   9:15 a.m.       Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  

  9:30 a.m.       Call to Order – Reverend Alex Rodgers, Moderator  
     Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – Reverend Teri Summers-Minette  
     Ministry and Mission of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church  
     Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
     Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and  Resolutions Committee      

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A      Approval of the minutes of August 3, 2015 Stated Meeting       Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members       Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 9:50 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

Board of Pensions Regional Representative – Edward Thompson 
Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion  

     Reverend Jane Huffstetler preaching  11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Small group discussion around dismissals     12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH    12:45 p.m. 
  12:55 p.m. 

Hymn sing and Prayer 
Report of the Pastoral Presbyter – Reverend Susan Rosenbaum     

    C 
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1:00 p.m. 
1:40 p.m. 
1:50 p.m. 
2:00 p.m.        

Report of Committee on Ministry – Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd 
Prayer with congregations who are dismissed/dissolved 
Report of General Council – Reverend Dennis Winzenried 
Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt 

    D 
 

   E 
    F 2:10 p.m.  Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Elder John Moore    G   2:25 p.m. Report of Mission & Nurture Committee – Reverend Rich Williams  

2:35 p.m. Prayer for the Presbytery and the churches beginning anew  
   2:45 p.m. We Go Out as a Celebrating, Worshiping Community - Adjournment  

   
3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
  The Reverend Becky Schwandt of Great Rivers Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved.  
4. That the consent agenda, pages labeled B in your packet, be approved.        Motion seconded and approved  

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

From the Stated Clerk’s Report – Packet 1, A  *1.   That the Necrology report be read during the prayer time at worship. 
  
From the Report of the Committee on Ministry – Packet 1, F  
*1. That the supply relationship between the Reverend Bill Havens and the Ash Grove United Methodist / 
Presbyterian Church be approved for another year beginning February 15, 2016 with the following terms of call: 
 

Salary 20,680.00 
Housing 10,500.00 
Continuing Education 800.00 
Auto 1,500.00 
Cell phone and Dental 450.00 
Professional Expense 1,200.00 
Social Security offset 4,700.00 
Medical 4,500.00 
Total Cost 44,330.00 
4 weeks of vacation  
2 weeks of continuing education  

 
*2. That the Reverend John Nipper be approved as the interim pastor for Willard Mt Zion Presbyterian Church 
beginning February 1, 2016 with the contract being for a maximum of 11 months with a review at 5 months and 
by the time of the review the MIF would be presented to the COM. The terms of call will be: 
  

Salary / Housing 24,00.00 
Board of Pensions 2,880.00 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
Mileage at the IRS rate 1,000.00 

   4 weeks of vacation plus another 2 weeks for which the pastor will pay pulpit supply 
   2 weeks of continuing education. 
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*3.  That the transitional covenant between the Reverend Mary Wright and Trinity PCUSA, Springfield, be 
approved, beginning February 8, 2016 for a period of six months with the following terms of call. 
 

Salary 30,000.00 
Housing 20,000.00 
Board of Pensions 17,000.00 
Dental 444.00 
Auto Allowance Reimbursed as used IRS rate  
Continuing Education 1,200.00 
1 week of Continuing Education  
1 week per quarter of Vacation  
Moving expenses 2,000.00 

 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
 

As moderator of General Council Dennis Winzenried moved to elect Ellen Brantley as moderator of the  
presbytery for the remainder of the term ending September 1, 2016.  Dennis called for nominations from the  
floor. Motion was approved.  
 
Dennis installed Ellen Brantley as moderator of John Calvin Presbytery.  Presenting Ellen with the cross and  
stole Dennis then prayed for Ellen’s service as moderator and the presbytery. 
 

 
SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION The sermon “Be the Church” was delivered by Kate Hogue.  Holy Communion was observed by intinction.  The 
offering collected totaled $ 681.78. 
 
The Necrology report was read during worship service. 

 
 

NECROLOGY REPORT  Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders who died in 2015 
 
TEACHING ELDERS: The Reverend Charles Carson 
The Reverend Lowell Van Tassel 

 
RULING ELDERS William Lindgren   U. Methodist/Presbyterian Church, Ash Grove, Missouri 
Nora E. “Jackie” Michel  First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri 
Richard “Pat” Munday   First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri 
Robert “Bob” Seibert   First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri 
Elmer Nichols    Carlyle Presbyterian Church, Carlyle, Kansas 
Terry White    First Presbyterian Church, Chanute, Kansas 
Peggy Bunting    First Presbyterian Church, Chanute, Kansas 
Ralph Blades    First Presbyterian Church, Chanute, Kansas 
Fred W. Simkin, Jr.   First Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Kansas 
Angus Fearn    Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri 
Sue Steele    Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri 
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Sam Gailey    Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri 
Ralph Taylor    Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri 
Frieda Staake    Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri 
Charles Hunter    First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
Myla McKenney   First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
Brenda Coffman   First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
Robert Crain    First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
Wayne Breiner    First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
Karen Epps    First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
Ron Lewis    First Presbyterian Church, Fort Scott, Kansas 
Betty Probert Pattison   First Presbyterian Church, Golden City, Missouri 
Evelyn Head    Hollister Presbyterian Church, Hollister, Missouri 
Billy Lane Allen   Hollister Presbyterian Church, Hollister, Missouri 
Charles M. Shetlar   First Presbyterian Church Iola, Kansas 
Roy Glish    St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Kimberling City, Missouri 
Monte Worley     St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Kimberling City, Missouri 
Jim Orr     First Presbyterian Church, Monett, Missouri 
Louise George    First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Vernon, Missouri 
Cholina E. Robertson   Ozark Prairie Presbyterian Church Mt. Vernon Missouri 
RoJean Ward    United Presbyterian Church Mulberry Kansas 
Dolis Harvey    First Presbyterian Church, Neosho, Missouri 
Laura McSorley    First Presbyterian Church, Neosho, Missouri 
Shirley Eleanor Mizell   College of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Missouri 
Loring “Larry” Erickson  Trinity Presbyterian Church, Shell Knob, Missouri 
Merlin Menagh    Trinity Presbyterian Church, Shell Knob, Missouri 
Ester Pierce    Covenant Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
Brenda Mings    Covenant Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
Jean Ann Barker   Westminster Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
Karsten Arnold “Brad” Bredesen Westminster Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
Donald Robinson   Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
Robert Hickman   First Presbyterian Church, Webb City, Missouri 
Gerald Coffman    First Presbyterian Church, West Plains, Missouri 
  
 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship **********  
EDUCATIONAL TIME Howard Cavner led a discussion about young people and church with a panel of young adults.  Sitting on the 
panel were: 
Kate Hogue, MDiv student, PCUSA candidate for ordination 
Katheryn McCaulla, MSU Senior, participant in Ekklesia’s “Modern Mystery Plays” program 
Orion Peterson, MSU Sophmore, participant in Ekklesia 
Reverend Jenn Simmons, Transitional Pastor at National Avenue Christian Church and UMHE Board member 
 
 
The morning session was adjourned with prayer for lunch offered by the Reverend Mary Wright.  
 
The afternoon was called to order at 12:45 p.m. with prayer offered by Reverend Laurie Foos. 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS       

    REVEREND JULIE MERCER-KIDD and REVEREND BECKY SCHWANDT 
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 Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you United Ministries 
 Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you for the worship and programing. 
 Thank you Lisa, Kate, Kat and Tia.  Thank you Jen, Orion and Howard. 
 Thank you for your love and service.  May God Bless you eternally.  

 
PASTORAL PRESBYTER’S REPORT       THE REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM Susan reminded everyone of the contest to guess all locations that Flat John Calvin had traveled.  Pictures will 
be posted on the website for all to guess the locations of Flat John Calvin.  The winner that guesses the most 
correctly will receive a “John Calvin – Bobble-Head” 
 
Susan presented a certificate honoring the 40th year anniversary of the Reverend Dr. Gary Stratman’s ordination. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 
 

 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINSTRY    THE REVEREND JULIE MERCER-KIDD The first three (3) items were on the Consent Agenda 
 
Moderator Julie Mercer-Kidd moved that the Reverend Dr. Peggy Wobbema be approved for call at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Shell Knob, Missouri with the following terms of call and a start date of no later than 
May 1, 2016: 
 

Salary 30,600.00 
Housing 14,400.00 
Board of Pension 15,750.00 
Continuing Education 1,000.00 
Auto 2,000.00 
Dental 443.40 
Professional Expense 1,000.00 
Social Security offset 3,500.00 
Total Cost 68,693.40 
4 weeks of Vacation   
2 weeks of Continuing Education  
Moving expenses  

 
Elder Max Schardein of the Trinity PNC spoke about the process of calling Peggy as their minister. 
The Trinity PNC has complied with the EEO requirements in this search. 
 
Peggy was in attendance for the examination via Skype.  Julie introduced Peggy to those in attendance. Julie 
asked the first question and after Peggy gave her answer the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was 
made to arrest the examination.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 The sound was turned off from the skype call and discussion ensued.  A motion was made to sustain the 
examination.  Seconded.  Motion approved. Peggy was welcomed with applause. 
 
The motion was made to approve the terms of call for Reverend Dr. Peggy Wobbema at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church of Shell Knob, Missouri as printed.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
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The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum prayed for Peggy and Trinity Presbyterian as they move forward in ministry 
and mission. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION  
Reverend Dr. Peggy Jo Wobbema, Teaching Elder 

Biography: 
 My deep hunger for spiritual things began when I was a teenager. I grew up United Methodist and was confirmed 
in the 8th grade in Watertown, SD. Shortly after that time my family moved to Brookings, SD. The Methodist 
church in Brookings did not have an active youth group and friends invited me to come to theirs at the Assembly 
of God church.  
 It is during those formative years that my hunger for God increased. I began to have a desire to learn more and 
more about God and I became a disciple of Christ, reading and learning everything I could. When I was 18 I felt 
a call into full time ministry. I didn’t really understand all that entailed but went to Bible School in Ellendale, 
North Dakota. At the time that school was only a 3 year, quarter system Institute. I graduated with my diploma in 
Biblical Studies. Honestly, I wasn’t quite sure what I was going to do so in the meantime my mother had two 
clothing stores and asked me if I would manage one of them. I said yes.  
 A few months after the transition from Bible School to helping my mother, my father was killed in a car accident 
and my mother was critically injured and in the hospital for almost 3 months. During that time I managed both 
stores and also became very involved in the local church teaching Adult Sunday School, helping lead the youth, 
and helped lead worship on Sunday mornings.  Fast forward ten years later… 
 When I was 30 I once again felt God’s voice speaking to my heart that I had been called into full-time ministry 
and it was time to further my education. I moved to Springfield, Missouri to pursue further Bible School education 
and eventually seminary. 
 When I moved to Springfield I didn’t have a clue what I would do for work and I rented an apartment across the 
street from Maranatha Village. I got a job as a nursing assistant and learned so much while there about human 
suffering and the need for dignity and grace with the elderly. Also while there the chaplain of Maranatha asked 
me if I had ever considered hospital chaplaincy. That was in 1988. I graduated from Central Bible College with a 
BA in Biblical Studies and a minor in Christian Education. 
 I then pursued seminary and received my Master of Divinity. Following seminary I did a year of Clinical Pastoral 
Education at St. Luke’s Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri. At the end of my CPE I was hired as a full time chaplain 
at CoxHealth Systems in Springfield, Missouri where I served as a chaplain for 21 years. During that time I also 
received my Doctoral Degree in Missional Leadership at the Assemblies of God Theological Seminary in 2007. I 
was a chaplain until I left to pursue the full-time pastorate in 2014.  
 But there is still a little left of this interesting journey I have been on. A chaplain colleague was Pastor at Ozark 
Prairie Presbyterian Church in Mt. Vernon, Missouri. When he was on call at the hospital I would often fill in for 
him on a Sunday morning. Over time I developed a very sweet relationship with the people of Brick Church and 
when Dr. Bill Harris decided to retire, the church asked if I would become their pastor. As that time I was still 
ordained Assembly of God. I was approved by COM to be Stated Supply for the church as a non-Presbyterian. In 
2011 the Lord began to deal with my heart about transferring my ordination to Presbyterian. It was at this time 
that I made contact with the leaders of John Calvin Presbytery about transferring my ordination. After a year of 
mentoring and taking the ordination exams, I was ordained in May of 2012 and have found a deep peace in where 
I am now journeying and have thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship within the PCUSA. 
 In 2014 I felt it was time to leave chaplaincy and pursue the full time pastorate. I grew up in South Dakota and a 
door opened where I am now, in what is called the Tri-Parish. It is three yoked churches, one of which was 
PCUSA. Sadly, about 7 months into my time here it was evident that the Mansfield Presbyterian Church needed 
to close. In working with the SD Presbytery and Closing Commission we were able to help the church close 
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through much grief but with dignity. If anything, I feel I was called back to South Dakota to help this church to 
close. 
 Currently I serve on COM for the SD Presbytery and serve as the Administrative Coordinator for the CRE program 
they are developing to serve the smaller congregations that cannot afford a pastor. Because of my heart being in 
the PCUSA, I desire to serve there and not in the other denominational churches. As a result, I have made the 
decision to return to Southern Missouri in pursuit of a full-time call. Having the potential of an opening in the 
John Calvin Presbytery which I transferred out of is a joy. It would feel like coming home. 
 I continue to learn and grow as a follower of Jesus.  
 STATEMENT OF FAITH:  I believe that the Scriptures are the inspired Word of God and that they are the standard of faith and 

practice for the follower of Jesus.  I believe in the one True God revealed in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I believe that it is 
God alone that we worship and serve.  I believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, Messiah/Son of God. He came so that humankind might be forgiven 
and saved through His blood shed on the cross. Human nature is sinful and in need of a Savior. God 
declared his love for the world by sending Jesus, fully God, fully man, to be our Savior.  I believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith in Christ. There is nothing I can do to earn God’s 
forgiveness and grace. It is freely given to me as a sinner, fully saved by God’s grace, as I accept it by 
faith.  I believe in the Holy Spirit as the third person of the Trinity and the expressed power of God. The Holy 
Spirit is the one who brings regeneration and is a seal of the believer’s inheritance of salvation and eternity 
with God.  I believe that the Church has a mission in the world to proclaim the truths of God found in the Scriptures 
and to find ways to express the love of Christ to all.  The Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Table are essential tenets of the Church and are the sign and 
seal of God’s covenant of grace through Christ expressed to humanity.  I believe that we are all called to serve with the love and compassion of Christ to a hurting world. 
 
 

 
Moderator Julies Mercer-Kidd moved that the Reverend Becky Schwandt be examined to be a member at large 
in John Calvin Presbytery.  Julie introduced Becky to the crowd and invited Becky to speak about her faith 
journey.  
 
Julie asked the first question and after Becky’s response the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was 
made to arrest the examination.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 Becky was escorted from the room and discussion and questions continued.  The motion was made to sustain 
the examination.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 Becky was invited back to the room with welcoming applause. 
 
The Reverend Julie Mercer-Kidd prayed for Becky as she moves forward in her ministry in John Calvin 
Presbytery. 

Becky Schwandt 
Brief Statement of Faith 

 I believe in God, creator and sustainer of heaven and earth, in Jesus Christ sent from God to save humanity and 
the Holy Spirit who is active and involved in the world today.   I believe in one Triune God, each person of the 
trinity made of the same substance yet remain three distinct persons as revealed in the Bible.  I believe that Jesus 
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Christ, conceived of the Holy Spirit and born to the Virgin Mary, was both fully divine and fully human and for 
our sins died on the cross and was raised on the third day.  
  I believe in the Holy Scriptures.  I believe that the Old and New Testaments are a unique and authoritative witness 
to Jesus Christ in the Church and God’s Word to the world.  My faith does not rest in the book itself but in God’s 
living presence presented to us in the Bible.  I think that we must listen to the whole witness in Scripture to discern 
our activities and actions in the world today.  The Westminster Confession (1.2) tells us that Scripture is, “given 
by the inspiration of God to be the rule of faith and life.”  
     I believe as Christians we are called into communities of faith and the church plays an important role of 
development and fellowship of Christians.  Shirley Guthrie tells us, “You cannot be a Christian by yourself; you 
can only be a Christian together with other Christians who serve God in the world.”1  Church is a place to be 
among other Christians and refresh your spirit in communal worship.  It is important that the body of Christ come 
to come together for teaching, preaching and prayer, and fellowship.  I believe the church is essential is Christian 
life.   
   The community of faith also has the opportunity to celebrate together the sacrament of Baptism and the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper.  I believe that in baptism we affirm that we are recipients of God’s love and that we are 
claimed by God.  In the Lord’s Supper, I believe we break bread together in order to be nourished and fed but also 
as a sign and a promise of true community with one another and with God.  
 Spiritual Journey 
 My spiritual journey extends back to growing up in the community of First and Calvary.  My first grade teacher 
was married to Robert Lapp, a past associate pastor.  I remember Rob coming to my elementary school and singing 
silly songs and reading to us a few times.  So when my parents decided to attend First and Calvary and walked 
me to Sunday School that first Sunday it was a welcoming sight to see someone I knew and loved. It turned out 
that my first grade teacher was also my new Sunday School teacher.  Then, I was surprised to see Rob that first 
time we went to worship. It was familiar and comfortable that first Sunday. 
 I also remember very clearly when my mom was baptized.  I wasn’t quite sure what was happening as I wiped 
water out of her hair when she came back to the pew where we were all sitting.  But, I learned as my mother 
fought breast cancer what the community of the church really was. I watched as people loved us and helped us.  
She passed away when I was twelve and again I saw the love of the church.  I remember Gary Stratman as he 
ministered to our family and all the friends I saw in the coming months.  There was a time when I wasn’t connected 
to the church after confirmation and again it was an associate pastor who reached out when I was a junior in high 
school - Julie Mercer-Kidd.  I was welcomed back in the church family and saw the community and care and 
found fellowship, worship and youth group. 
 Just as I was starting college Julie and I had many conversations about what to major in, what I wanted to do in 
the future, and about life in general.  She mentioned one day about a scholarship that was available at Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  The basis was that if a person took 2 years of biblical Greek in college and 
came under care of the presbytery, a majority of the costs would be covered.  Drury had just hired a new professor 
in the Philosophy and Religion department and for the first time in several years Greek was being taught again.  
That was my first true step leading to a call to ministry. 
 I found the community at LPTS to be everything I had known before and then greater.  It was filled with love, 
concern, motivation, combined struggles in complicated concepts, learning opportunities and much more.  It was  
a wonderful example of a group of people from different backgrounds and theological spectrums all working 
toward a shared expression of the church and similar goals. 
 As I moved into full time ministry, I missed that community in ways I never imagined.  But, I found a new 
community in the Mt. Vernon church as I learned how to be a pastor.  In the ups and downs of the lives of the 
members of the church, in the ups and downs of changes in the PC(USA), in the learning of new things on an 
                                                 
1 Shirley Guthrie, Christian Doctrine (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1994), 15.  
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almost daily basis I found a group of people who loved their church and me while I figured out how to be a pastor.  
I learned more than I could have imagined from their patience and generosity and their experience and drive to 
help their community. 
 The last couple years in different ministry settings proved to be harder than I imagined.  My last call was one I 
struggled to understand and process as it was both short and painful.  It was not a good fit for me and I am certain 
both the church and I made more than a couple mistakes. In the end, the relationship turned out to be one that 
could not continue.  I moved back here and attempted to figure out what I was supposed to do next. I struggled 
with my faith and my call.  What was God calling me to do?   
  When I first moved back I took a little time away from the church, then I started attending a church outside the 
denomination. Last October, I began to preach again by doing pulpit supply in the John Calvin Presbytery after 
meeting with the COM.  Over the last several months in between pulpit supply Sundays, I have been worshipping 
with Trinity Presbyterian in Springfield.  It is difficult to find what you are not sure you are looking for - but once 
again I have found God’s love, peace, passion, and healing in our denominational family.  Healing takes time - 
we tell everyone we know that idea.  It often doesn’t happen as quickly as we would like when it is for ourselves.  
But, it has been a blessing that I have had people in the presbytery to help with the healing of the hurts while not 
discounting the lessons learned at the same time.  I think this too points to some of the most wonderful parts of 
our Presbyterian Theology.  We are a community of joys and of sorrows.  We will laugh with you and cry with 
you. We will celebrate with you and mourn with you.  There will be challenges of faith - people to pray for you 
when you cannot pray yourself - because we know at some point it will be reversed.  I have never understood that 
more than I do now.  I look forward to getting fully back into the life of our presbytery with its important mission 
and ministry.  

  
 
Julie moved that the Presbytery consider the following request from Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

i.  We, the Session of Covenant Presbyterian Church respectfully request that our congregation be dismissed  
with our property to pursue affiliation with the Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO). 

ii.  Out of concern for the challenges and opportunities this transition presents to our congregation and to 
John Calvin Presbytery we covenant to continue our prayerful and financial support as outlined below. 
2016 per capita and shared mission commitments dispersed as follows with the option to prepay 
over four years per following schedule: 

 
2016 100% = 5,070.00 
2017 80% = 4,056.00 
2018 40% = 2,028.00 
2019 20% = 1,014.00 
2020 0%   
TOTAL   12,168.00 

 
iii.   We the Session do not wish to disenfranchise anyone from Christ’s Church therefore we commit to 

offering all who desire it, our care and friendship and welcome anyone who wishes to continue in 
fellowship, respectful of the decisions of the Session.  We recognize all will need to be true to their own 
conscience therefore we offer the same commitment of care and friendship to anyone who would choose 
to find a church home other than Covenant. 

 
Reverend Diane Cooke representing the Discernment team who worked with Covenant Presbyterian Church 
came forward to speak to this issue: 

Our discernment team of Brenda Williams, Ruling Elder, Trinity Presbyterian Church PCUSA, 
Springfield, Missouri, Phillip Klingensmith, Ruling Elder, Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church 
Springfield, Missouri, Gary Stratman, Teaching Elder, Honorably Retired, Tim Stover, Teaching Elder 
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serving First Presbyterian Church, West Plains, Missouri and myself Diane Cooke, Teaching Elder 
serving First Presbyterian Church Mountain View, Missouri and Willow Springs Presbyterian Church, 
Willow Springs, Missouri, first met with the Covenant Session on September 20. Our first impression was 
that most of the elders already had definite opinions and desired to leave the PCUSA.  The congregation 
began its discernment process last winter at the urging of a church member.  The Session invited speakers, 
organized discussions, and provided printed resources, almost entirely from the “Layman” and other 
non- PCUSA sources. 
 Our team sought to offer opportunities for all viewpoints to be shared and for accurate information about 
our denomination to be made available.  We hoped that Bible study with large and small group discussion 
would encourage those with different opinions to talk and listen to each other.  We met with large groups 
on two Wednesday evenings and had a smaller listening session one afternoon. We intended for there to 
be more small group meetings after Christmas, but the Session felt ready to vote for dismissal to ECO. 
We met with the Session on January 25 and scheduled a survey of the members.  On February 14, our 
presbytery would ask church members if they wanted Covenant to remain PCUSA or not. 
 On January 31 Covenant held their annual congregational meeting.  The letter (letter follows this report) 
you find in your supplemental packet was given to church members at that meeting.  I believe the letter 
reflects what was evident along the way – that a spirit of fear was part of the discussion, fear of PCUSA 
policies and General Assembly actions, fear of losing members who disagreed with PCUSA decisions, 
fear that the congregation would not survive unless it leaves the denomination. It looks as though much 
pressure was put on members to leave the PCUSA. 
  The survey was taken on February 21, 64 to leave, 23 to stay as members of PCUSA. 

 Personally, I am deeply disappointed and saddened by these events and grieve for those who have been 
hurt. 
 Whatever happens going forward, it must be the ongoing work of our presbytery to minister to those who 
feel disenfranchised from their church family. 
 

Supplemental information The following letter was included in the annual meeting documents at Covenant on Jan. 31, 2016. The 
Discernment Team and Committee on Ministry felt it was important information for presbytery to have as 
dismissal is considered. 
 From the Pastor 
 
January 31, 2016 
 
Dear Friends and Members of Covenant, 
 
 These are momentous days for Covenant that will determine our viability and our future success as a 
congregation. Your session, after months of prayer, conversation, inquiry and investigation has submitted a 
request to be dismissed from John Calvin Presbytery in order to affiliate with ECO: the Evangelical Covenant 
Order of Presbyterians.  We would be uniting with churches such as First and Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
Branson First Presbyterian Church and a growing number of hundreds of other churches across our nation.  We 
do not make this decision reactively or frivolously.  We believe this gives Covenant the best future possible.  Had 
we not made this decision or engaged in this process of discernment, we firmly believe we would have already 
experienced a significant loss of members causing such irreparable harm that Covenant would not survive. 
  On February 14, following worship you will be asked by representatives of John Calvin Presbytery 
whether you want to stay or leave the PCUSA.  There are strong feelings on both sides of the answer to that 
question.  I understand that you may need to answer yes out of your own conviction. I certainly respect anyone 
who is true to their core belief.  Please know though, Covenant will not be the same if we remain in the PCUSA.  
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The majority of your friends who cannot continue with the PCUSA because of their core beliefs and values will 
depart.  Our own survey of the congregation revealed that more would leave if we stay with the PCUSA than 
would leave if we were dismissed from the PCUSA.  Our hope is that no one would leave but would trust the 
guidance and leadership of the Session as acting in accordance with God’s plan for us.  Should we remain in the 
PCUSA you will also lose the majority, if not all of your present staff; whether by choice or necessity of 
circumstance, they will be quickly gone.  The potential financial losses due to a severely diminished membership 
would also require Covenant to adopt a much different staffing plan.  Supporting the Session by voicing a 
preference to leave the PCUSA is our best hope for continuing as we have been.  
 I recognize that for some our denominational affiliation isn’t the most pressing issue, as long as we remain 
together as a congregation.  If that is you then I ask for your support of the decision of Session. You will most 
likely not notice any major change in the life of your church:  we will continue to worship as we do, we will 
continue to support the local ministries we presently support, we will continue to be governed by Presbyterian 
polity and we will continue to be a congregation that welcomes all who would  desire to worship and fellowship 
with us. 
  For some of us our denominational affiliation is important but so is our continuing life together as a 
congregation.  You may be one who has no issues with the PCUSA.  If that is you then I ask for your forbearance 
and patience and humbly request that you support the decision of the Session for the sake of our life together as 
a congregation.  We are not so large that we are nameless and faceless associates in a religious organization.  
We are friends, we are family; even if we should disagree you are important to the life of this church. 
  I know that for a significant number of our faithful this has been a painful experience.  It has never been 
my or the Session’s intention that anyone should be alienated or feel disenfranchised from their church.  It is 
possible to remain with your church and agree to abide by the Session’s decisions even if you are not in full 
agreement.  If that were a possibility for you, I would be honored to be your Pastor. 
  Your Elders made a sacred promise when they were ordained to lead in faithfulness to Jesus Christ as 
guided by the Scriptures and the Confessions of our Church.  (Those Confessional statements are presently the 
same for ECO).  As members of this congregation you made a sacred vow to accept those called to serve as Elder.  
A solemn promise, a covenant was made that included your commitment to pray for your Elders, to encourage 
them, to respect their decisions and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the 
Church. Those promises have been never more put to the test as they are in such a time as this. 
 
 In Christ, 
 
Christopher J. Williams, Pastor 
 
 
Other members of the discernment team spoke briefly of the work of the team.  
 
The question was asked about those members who wish to remain as members of the PCUSA and how do they 
go about staying? 
 
Stated Clerk, Governance Presbyter, Melana Scruggs answered:  In every case, members should contact me and 
as Stated Clerk and on behalf of John Calvin Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church USA, we will hold their 
membership until they decide where they want to go. 
On behalf of Committee on Ministry, Julie made the motion to dismiss Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Springfield, Missouri with their building, and accept their four year financial support.   
Motion was approved. 
  
Julie brought forth the following request from First Presbyterian Church, Monett, Missouri for the presbytery’s 
consideration: 
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    i.   That First, Monett be dismissed with their property to affiliate with the Covenant Order of Evangelical  

Presbyterians (ECO). 
 

ii.   In order to continue the mission and ministry of the PC(USA) in the area, the session covenants to pay a 
depreciated per capita payment to the presbytery over the next four years based on 139 members at 
$31.00 per member and including the shared mission of $300.00 that has been paid in previous 
years.  Each year would decrease by 25%: 

 
2016 = 4,609.00 
2017 = 3,456.75 
2018 = 2,304.50 
2019 = 1,152.25 
TOTAL  11,522.50 

 
 The total amount of $11,522.50 will be paid in a lump sum payment 
Julie spoke briefly to the work of the discernment team consisting of Barry Williams, Teaching Elder, member at 
large, Ellen Brantley, Teaching Elder, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri, Julie Mercer-
Kidd, Teaching Elder, Member at Large, Jim Holt, Ruling Elder, Crane Presbyterian, Crane Missouri Susan 
Leonard, Ruling Elder, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri. 
 
Bill Vincent, Teaching Elder presently serving First Presbyterian Church, Monett, Missouri also spoke of the 
discernment process and the resulting decision to be dismissed from the PCUSA. 
 
The floor was opened to discussion and questions. 
 
On behalf of Committee on Ministry, Julie made the motion to dismiss First Presbyterian Church, Monett, 
Missouri with their property to affiliate with the Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO) if 
the way be clear.  
 
The Reverend Gary Stratman prayed for both congregations and pastors of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church Springfield Missouri and First Presbyterian Church Monett Missouri.  
 
Julie moved that the pastoral relationship between the Reverend Bill Vincent and First Presbyterian Monett, 
Missouri be dissolved effective April 15, 2016 and that salary and benefits continuation of one year begin on 
April 16, 2016. If the pastor receives a call, the continuation will cease.  Ellen asked if there were questions or 
objections.  Hearing none. Motion approved. 
 
 
Julie moved that the Reverend Ken Kimberlin be dismissed to the Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians 
(ECO) effective February 27, 2016.  Ellen asked if there were questions or objections.  Hearing none.  
Motion approved. Julie moved that the Reverend Chris Williams be dismissed to the Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians 
(ECO), if the way be clear.  Motion approved.  
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Julie moved that Presbytery take a moment to celebrate the life of the Reverend Lowell Van Tassel, by the  
Reverend Rodney Peters 

Lowell Warren Van Tassel Born in rural Southwest Missouri on August 22, 1923, Lowell Warren Van Tassel grew up in the Pittsburg area 
and was studying art and photography at Kansas State Teachers College when Pearl Harbor was bombed and the 
United States declared war.  He enlisted in the Navy in 1942 but was not called up until the summer of 1943.  He 
served as a Naval aviator and instructor for eleven years.  His faith had always been a significant part of his life 
but while ferrying wounded sailors and soldiers out of Korea, he felt the call to become a minister.  He resigned 
his Naval Officer’s commission in 1955 and completed his undergraduate degree at KSTC while serving as a 
student pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Oswego, Kansas.  He entered Louisville Theological Seminary in 
1956 and served as a student pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Lawrenceburg, Kentucky where he was 
ordained to the Holy Ministry on October 12, 1958.  Upon graduation he applied for and received a commission 
in the Chaplains Corps Reserve. His activities came to the attention of the Chaplains Division in Norfolk and he 
was asked to return to active duty.  Lowell was re-commissioned as a Naval Officer and served in a variety of 
settings including at sea during the Cuban Missile Crisis, as a Chaplain at the U.S. Naval Academy, with the Third 
Marine Division in Vietnam and at the Naval Aviation Training Command in Pensacola, Florida.  He retired from 
the Navy in April, 1976, and returned with his wife, Betty (Galpine), to her hometown of Baxter Springs, Kansas 
where he later served the First Presbyterian Church for nine years.  Until he retired in 1989, he was active in John 
Calvin Presbytery in the Synod of Mid-America and was on the board that founded the Presbyterian Village in 
Fort Scott where he lived briefly prior to his death on July 9, 2015. 
 
 
Julie moved that Presbytery take a moment to celebrate the life of the Reverend Charles “Chuck” Carson by the 
Reverend Greg Ferree. 

Charles Carson Isaiah 55:10-11 – This word from the prophet can speak to us of a fulfilled ministry, such as we have known in 
our friend and pastor-colleague, Charles Carson.  God’s Word, in purposes conveyed, is like the seed of Good 
News planted, nourishing the followers, yielding, even 30, 60, and 100 fold beyond the original sowing. 
 Chuck “sowed” in 4 pastorates: Lewiston, Pennsylvania, Clifton, Kansas and in John Calvin Presbytery, Pittsburg 
and Chanute Kansas.  Churches where he undoubtedly left his own “carbon footprints”, if you will, in positive 
ways, as their pastor.  Seed sown, plants watered, nourishment gathered in, service rendered. 
 Memorial service recognitions for Chuck in Topeka, Kansas close to his small town of Eskridge where he grew 
up, named his enduring love and relationship with family, his Naval chaplaincy, involvement in civic matters, and 
community organizations, with particular clarity and carrying out of his call to be shepherd to people, in personal, 
caring ways.  As well as having special interest in those who are most vulnerable, and in need. 
 Our prayers for Joan, Kathy, Marlis, Ken…. That 55th chapter of Isaiah concludes right after what I read you 
earlier - - with words on “for you shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace - - (with nature ringing out in 
positive ways) - - and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign shall not be cut off. 
  
FOR INFORMATION: 1. The Reverend Tom Young, member of Heartland Presbytery, was approved to moderate a 

congregational meeting on November 22 at First Presbyterian Church in Chanute Kansas. 
2. The Reverend David Milton, member of Heartland Presbytery, was approved to preach on November 

29 at First Presbyterian Church in Chanute Kansas. 
3. The Reverend Dr. Steve MacArthur, HR in JCP, was approved to moderate the annual meeting on 

January 31, 2016, weather permitting at First Presbyterian Church in Chanute Kansas. 
4. Appointed the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum as moderator of the Shell Knob session. 
5. Appointed the Reverend David Reed as moderator of the Parsons session and the Chanute session. 



John Calvin Presbytery                                  One Hundred Eighty-first Stated Meeting 
February 27, 2016                                                              Missouri State University 
                                                                     Springfield, Missouri 
 

16  

6. Approved the Reverend David Reed to preach at First Presbyterian church Parsons, Kansas through 
Advent. (We give approval for any pastor preaching more than two Sundays in a row in one church) 

7. Approved the dissolution of the pastoral relationship between the Reverend Alexandra Rodgers and 
First Presbyterian church Parsons Kansas effective November 15, 2015. 

8. Approved the Reverend Greg Ferree to labor outside our bounds in Northern Kansas Presbytery to 
participate in the memorial service for the Reverend Chuck Carson. 

9. Approved Jerry Arnold to serve communion at First Presbyterian church Monett Missouri on January 
10. 

10. Approved a request from Willard Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church to request a waiver of vacancy dues 
from the Board of Pensions – based on loss of membership. 

11. Tom Anderson has been removed from the list of Commissioned Ruling Elders. 
12. Approved the Reverend Jennifer Loeb’s request for permission to labor outside the bounds to preach in 

a neutral pulpit on December 6 in Blackhawk Presbytery. 
13. Approved the Reverend Dixie Voss Anders for possible service in the presbytery. 
14. Denied the request of the Reverend Bill Eldridge to be placed on the pulpit supply list. 
15. Approved Jerry Arnold to serve communion at Trinity Presbyterian Church Shell Knob Missouri on 

February 7, 2016. 
16. Approved the Reverend Rob Bartels, an Assemblies of God credentialed pastor, for supply at Ebenezer 

Presbyterian Church, Greenfield, Missouri and approved him to officiate at communion and moderate 
the session. 

17. Denied the request from the Reverend Gene Campbell to be placed on the pulpit supply list. 
 

 
********** Concludes the report of the Committee on Ministry **********  

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY          REVEREND DIANE COOKE Moderator Dianne Cooke moved that Presbytery examine Kate Hogue for certification to receive a call and to 
circulate her PIF.  Diane introduced Kate and invited her to talk about her experiences at Brite Divinity with the 
presbytery.   
 
Diane asked the first question and after Kate answered the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was 
made to arrest the examination. Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 Kate was escorted from the room and discussion and questions ensued.  The motion was made to sustain the 
examination.  Seconded.  Motion was approved.  
Kate returned to the room with welcoming applause.  Howard Cavner prayed for Kate and her ministry. 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
 

Statement of Faith – Kate Hogue 
Triune God God, in creative splendor, birthed and cradled the universe, proclaiming its’ goodness: bright beams of light, 
magnificent ocean tides, miniscule seeds that would grow into mighty trees, birds that seemed to defy gravity, 
sea creatures that could breathe water, and human beings. All was well. But humankind, though made in the 
image of God, forgot that it was God’s borrowed breath that filled their lungs, and chose to hide. 
 God, through an act of gracious redemption, employed Jesus Christ, fully human and fully God, for the salvation 
of the whole world. Jesus; Immanuel; God with us. God, who had given birth to all of creation, in a glorious act 
of grace, turned the tables and was born of a human being. The Word became flesh. Living, growing, loving, 
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teaching, healing, challenging, crying, and dying, Jesus lived a fully human life and died a fully human 
death...but the story was not over. God’s creative work of redemption raised Jesus from the dead and proclaimed 
that death was not the final word. Though the forces of sinfulness and death were overwhelming, Jesus’ death 
and resurrection triumphed over human sinfulness and provided the hope of resurrection for all people.  
 God’s Holy Spirit, source of constant sustenance, remains present with individuals and communities, working 
towards the realization of the kin-dom of God and the equality and inclusion of all people. God’s 
transformational Spirit urges humankind to participate in God’s gracious activity in the world. 
 My faith in the triune God: Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer leads me to err on the side of love. 
 
Person and work of Jesus Through the person of Jesus Christ, God’s salvific purposes for all of creation are manifested. Sacred Scripture 
reveals his character and activity, and simultaneously teaches readers about who God is. Gathering disciples to 
himself, Jesus taught with Godly authority: lessons about letting go of worry, expanding the definition of 
neighbor, envisioning creative resistance, providing for the disenfranchised, praying to God, healing those who 
were ailing in body or mind, sharing wealth, and challenging unjust structures. These lessons, spoken through 
both word and deed, serve as an example for Christians and churches to follow in contemporary life.  
 My understanding of the person and work of Jesus leads me to creatively work for justice and equality. 

 
Calling of the Church The Church is a place of refuge for the brokenhearted and a place of challenge and growth for those who think 
they have it all figured out. The Church provides opportunities for God and humanity to interact. Called into 
being by Jesus and seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit in daily living, the Church works to participate in 
God’s kin-dom on earth: through the reading and enacting of Christian Scripture, participation in Sacraments, 
and community involvement.  
 The Church is responsible for earnest engagement with and interpretation of the Bible. More than merely 
offering platitudes, Scripture contains the whole range of human emotions and teaches the Church about how to 
be Church; especially illustrating the unity that comes through diverse perspectives. 
 Through Sacraments, the Church proclaims who we are and whose we are, and connects humanity both to God 
and also the communion of saints across all time and space. Infant baptism demonstrates God’s claim upon our 
lives even before we are able to make a decision, while believer’s baptism illustrates our faithful response to 
God’s irresistible call to membership in the universal body of Christ. Through the Lord’s Supper, Christians 
declare the unique and salvific life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and look forward to the full realization of 
the kin-dom of God. 
 As Jesus did not live in solitude or only spend time with twelve disciples, but instead became intimately 
involved in the life of larger communities, so God calls the Church to move beyond the institutional walls and 
into the world. God calls the Church to the task of reaching beyond itself and proclaiming the Gospel to all 
people, regardless of: physical or mental ability, gender, citizenship, financial status, sexual orientation, 
denominational affiliation, age, race, ethnicity, social class, criminal record, education level, or anything else. 
My understanding of the role of the Church leads me to strive for opportunities of greater inclusion so that all 
people can join together in following the movement of God’s Spirit. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Committee for Preparation for Ministry ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                        REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED  Moderator Dennis Winzenried moved the following: 
 
That the financial statements for January - December 2015 be filed for review.  Motion approved. 
Financial reports are posted separately. 
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That the following dates and places be approved for 2016 Presbytery meetings: 

August 1 – First Presbyterian Church, West Plains, Missouri 
             November 5 – Pittsburg Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg Kansas 
Motion approved. 
 Dennis presented the prayer shawl to Reverend Greg Esselman pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Carthage 
Missouri the site of the May 17, stated meeting. 
 
Actions taken: 1.   Approved the docket for the February 27, 2016 stated meeting of presbytery. 
2.   Reviewed the financial statements. 
3.   Approved Kathy Morriss and Julie Mercer-Kidd to be signatories on the new bank account. 
4.   Approved the minutes of the October 15, 2015 meeting and the January 11, 2016 called meeting. 
5.   Heard a report about the ongoing litigation with First and Calvary. 
 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
  
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                             ELDER JIM HOLT Jim spoke to all assembled of how we ended the year in the black and that JCP was on budget for 2016. 
Discussion and question time was offered.  
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 
 
 

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE                          ELDER JOHN MOORE John reported that there was a buyer and a contract for the presbytery property.  A few issues need to be worked 
through.   
 
John moved to authorize Greg Esselman to step in and sign necessary papers in the process and sale of John 
Calvin Presbytery property located at 2150 West Republic Road Springfield Missouri in the absence of 
Moderator John Moore.  Motion was approved. 
 
John moved to place the funds from the sale of the John Calvin Presbytery property located at 2150 West 
Republic Road, Springfield with the Community Foundation of the Ozarks until an alternative is decided upon. 
Motion approved.  
 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 
 
 
 

MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE                                                  ELDER BILL AGNEW                       Bill introduce Mary Kay Glunt who spoke briefly about the Pay Day Loan problem for those in need.  Mary Kay 
asked those willing to contact their representative about setting up regulations for these type businesses. 
 
Rich Marsh was asked to give an update about JC Living Waters Mission. Rich also thanked all who support 
JCLWM with prayer and donations. 
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Bill reminded everyone that Creative Ministry Grants are available to apply for 2016.  Camp Scholarships were 
also available. 
 
 ********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR FIRST & CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) Update … 
 

Administrative Commission of John Calvin Presbytery 
 for First & Calvary PC(USA) 

Minutes of Special Meeting 
September 6, 2015  

Location: Library, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
 
Present:  
Administrative Commission: Rev. Jane Huffstetler, Sam Stover, and Connie Banwart  
F&C PC(USA) Nominating Committee: Sarah Muegge, Susie Holliday, 

Molly Plate, and Beth Kick 
New Member: Ron Butler 
 
Absent: Rev. Dave Burgess, Rev. Bill Havens 

 
Moderator, Rev. Jane Huffstetler, opened the meeting with prayer at 1:48 p.m.  
 
A quorum was met for the purposes of this meeting: to receive a new member, Ron Butler. 
 
Sam Stover moved, Connie seconded, the motion that the Administrative Commission accept Ron Butler into 
membership of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church (USA) by transfer of certificate from First Christian 
Church in Joplin, Missouri, his home family church. The motion was unanimously approved with joy and 
thanksgiving, and Ron was officially welcomed into the community. 
 
The meeting was adjourned in prayer at 1:52 p.m. 
 

Administrative Commission of John Calvin Presbytery 
 for First & Calvary PC(USA) 

Minutes of Regular Weekly Meeting 
September 6, 2015  

 
Location: Library, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
 
Present:  
Rev. Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter, JCP 
Rev. Ellen Brantley, Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Administrative Commission (AC): Rev. Jane Huffstetler, Rev. Bill Havens, 

Sam Stover, and Connie Banwart  
F&C PC(USA) Nominating Committee: Sarah Muegge, Susie Holliday, 

Molly Plate, and Beth Kick 
 
Absent: Rev. Dave Burgess 
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Moderator, Rev. Jane Huffstetler, opened the meeting with prayer at 4:20 p.m.  A quorum was present. 
 
Ellen presented the idea of a mission project jointly conducted by Westminster and F&C PC(USA): a block 
party / fall festival in the Westminster parking lot as evangelism for the neighborhood in October. The idea was 
received favorably and work will continue. 
 
In response to the stated concern of congregants about Christian education and nurture for children and youth, 
Melana presented the idea of a midweek LOGOS program.  The idea was received favorably. 
 
Options for joint Sunday School opportunities and morning F&C PC(USA) worship were discussed. Ellen will 
discuss all of these ideas with the appropriate Westminster committees. 
 
Molly and Beth agreed to prepare a survey to ascertain optimal service times for F&C PC(USA). 
 
Mike Plate will serve as sound technician. 
Jane will ask Brenda Sneed to serve as coordinator of ushers, using a clipboard system to organize 5 teams of 
ushers, one team/Sunday of the month. 
 
The idea of compensating volunteers within the congregation, such as the choir director, was discussed. It was 
decided that these volunteers offer their work as a gift to God and the community. The duty of staff is to help 
everyone live out their calling. 
 
 
The Nominating Committee presented its slate of proposed deacons and elders. The AC previously called a 
congregational meeting for September 13 after the worship service to elect deacons and elders, who will be 
ordained and installed on September 27 in the worship service. Training and examination of these candidates 
will be arranged to occur before ordination and installation. The nominees are: 
 

Deacons-2016 (1 year) 2017 (2 years) 2018 (3 years) 
Sandie Everett Chuck Christiansen Nia Howard 
Linda Lange Ron Butler Sam Holliday 
Liz Sweet Nancy Evans Brenda Sneed 
Zoe Sweeney   

 
Elders-2016 (1 year) 2017 (2 years) 2018 (3 years) 
George Arquitt Susie Holliday Julia Gentle 
Molly Plate Beth Kick Robert Reed 
Mike White-Trustee Sarah Muegge-Trustee Jeff Groves-Trustee 

 
Congregational Care/Outreach: Melana reported that we will have to wait until the “historic F&C church” 
requests to be dismissed or is dissolved before establishing rolls and registers of membership (since the rolls 
must be cleared first). According to the Office of the General Assembly, if people want their names off the list 
of members of the “historic F&C” church, they can write to the former church and request that all information 
about their family’s membership, baptisms and ordinations be sent to the presbytery, through Melana Scrugga 
at: P.O. Box 46, Crane, MO 65633. Persons should let her know via email (melanascruggs@gmail.com) if they 
make this request so that they can still be listed on the F&C PC(USA) rolls, even if the former church does not 
respond. (33 people have asked to be removed from the former church’s rolls thus far.) 
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Debbie Cron and Penni Groves are planning a Church Picnic for September 20 (4-8 p.m.) at Phelps Grove Park. 
Governance Presbyters and the AC are invited! The AC granted permission for some of our funds to be spent for 
the picnic.  
 
Melana and Jane are working on the logistics of an electronic newsletter. 
 
Sarah reported that Jeff Groves advised us that: 

(1) We should not be liable for any potential accidents which might happen at 820 Cherry St. (even though 
a liability insurance policy might still exist in the name of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
affiliated with PC(USA), since the church that bought the policy has a restraining order against us (John 
Calvin Presbytery) and is not us. 

(2) We should not send out anything official to say that we’re worshiping together--come join us--while 
there is still litigation pending against the Presbytery. 

 
Rev. Brantley reported that the Westminster Treasurer is not interested in our contributing toward their monthly 
expenses because they are offering us their ministry of hospitality. We requested that Westminster consider their 
needs and what gifts we may be able to provide to them. 
 
Sam moved, Bill seconded, that we adjourn. Jane closed the meeting in prayer. 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer for our presbytery by the Kate Hogue at 2:50 p.m. 


