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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

CALLED MEETING 
 

October 7, 2016 
 

The October 7, 2016 Called Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Acting 
Moderator, Ellen Brantley. A devotion was provided by the Reverend Ellen Brantley followed by prayer. 
 
This meeting has been called for the three purposes.  

One, to examine Jennifer Dawson for ordination, membership in John Calvin Presbytery and call as pastor  
at First Presbyterian Church Parsons Kansas.  

 

Two, to consider a proposal from St. Andrew, Kimberling City to become two congregations    
sharing cooperative mission and fellowship. 
 
Three, to elect two Administrative Commissions to work with both new congregations.  

 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter and Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present. (A 
quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) 
ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are 
represented by ruling elders.) 

 
 

COMMUNITY 
 

CHURCH 
 

TEACHING ELDER 
or CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Havens, Bill Excused Absent 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John  Excused Stanley, Larry 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Absent 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Absent Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Columbus, KS First Presbyterian Powell, Dale Absent Spieth, Toni 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Arnold, Jerry 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Keith, Gretchen 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Absent Absent 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Vacant  Vacant Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Absent 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Whitworth-Reed, Linda Present Absent 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Excused Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Present Excused 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------- Absent 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Powers, Emmett Present Jones, Louise 
Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
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Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Excused 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Absent Absent 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Excused Excused 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Robert Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Excused Absent 
Oswego, KS First Presbyterian Lorenz, Debi Absent Absent 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Absent Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Reeves, Sharon 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K.O. Excused Absent 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church  --------- Absent 
Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Excused Absent 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Absent Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Present Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobbema, Peggy Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Present Thomas, Dotty 
Springfield, MO Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA Wright, Mary Excused Kick, Beth 
Springfield, MO Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA  --------- Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Woodland Heights Presb. Roberts, Matthew Present Absent 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Tranbarger, John Excused Absent 
Springfield, MO UMHE Howard Cavner Absent ----------- 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Tim Excused Absent 
Willard, MO Willard-Mt. Zion Presb. Nipper, John Absent Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Excused Absent 
 Honorably Retired Reed, David Present  
 Honorably Retired Huffstetler, Jane Excused  
 John Calvin Presbytery Rosenbaum, Susan Present  
 Honorably Retired Skillings, John Present  

 
 
 
VISTORS: 

Bowen, Cheryl  Dawson, Jennifer Kick, Bob 
Lomas, Lyle Pfeiffer, Andrea Pirkle, Dennis 
Sheldon, Marlene   

 
 
 
 
Stated Clerk, Melana Scruggs moved that the following be seated as corresponding members: 
  The Reverend Emmett Powers from Arkansas Presbytery 
Seconded.  Motion approved. 
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Dave Burgess, moderator of Committee on Ministry brought forward the first item, that Jennifer Dawson be examined 
for ordination and membership in John Calvin Presbytery and that the call for Jennifer Dawson as Pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church, Parsons, Kansas, with the following terms, be approved: 
 

Effective Salary (includes salary and housing) 45,000 
Social Security Tax Supplemental Income (7.65% of $45,000) 3,442 
Pension Benefits (11% of $45,000) 4,950 
Death/Disability Benefits (1% of $45,000)  450 
Death/Disability Benefits (1% of $45,000)  11,025 
Continuing Education Allowance-vouchered 1,000 
Automobile Expenses-vouchered (4,200 miles @ $0.54)  2,268 
Other Travel Expenses (food and lodging)-vouchered 500 
Professional Expenses-vouchered 500 
Total cost to church 69,135 
2 weeks of study leave  
4 weeks of vacation  
Moving expenses 2,500 

 
Dave invited Lyle Lomas Elder at First Presbyterian Church Parsons Kansas Lyle told about the process of calling a 
pastor which began in February.  Lyle state that the AAEEO Guidelines were followed in this process.  Lyle 
introduced Jennifer Dawson to come forward for examination. 
 
Dave asked the first question. After Jennifer answered, the floor was opened for questions.  The motion was made 
to arrest the examination.  Seconded. Motion was approved. 
 
Jennifer was escorted from the room and discussion and questions ensued from the floor.  The motion was made 
to sustain the examination and that Jennifer Dawson be approved for ordination and membership in John 
Calvin Presbytery and her call at First Presbyterian Church Parsons Kansas with the terms listed also be 
approved.  Seconded.  Motion was approved. 
 
Jennifer returned to the room with welcoming applause. 
 
The Reverend David Reed prayed for Jennifer’s call at First Presbyterian Parsons and their ministry together. 
 
 
 
Dave then moved that the request from St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City, Missouri, to become two 
churches doing cooperative mission and ministry be approved.  The floor was opened for questions and discussion. 
No Second is necessary.  Motion was approved. 
 
The Reverend Linda Whitworth-Reed prayed for the life and ministries of the two congregations of St. Andrew and 
Hideaway. 
 
 
Moderator Dave Burgess made the motion that two ( 2 ) Administrative Commissions be elected to work with each 
of the two new congregations at Kimberling City and Hideaway.  The floor was opened for questions and discussion.  
No second was needed.  The motion was approved. 
 
 
The ACs would have the following tasks: 
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a. Serve as the session until each congregation has elected, trained and installed a session from their  

members.  This will include financial oversight 
b. Work with each congregation to clarify rolls and registers 
c. Help with the writing of bylaws and manual of operations so that each congregation can organize. 
d. Act as a nominating committee, with input from the congregations, to nominate people to serve on 

the new session. 
e. Work with members of the church to establish a financial policy and elect a treasurer. 
f. Facilitate other tasks necessary to begin a new congregation in each place. 

 
 
The Administrative Commission for Kimberling City: 
Susan Leonard, Moderator, Ruling Elder, Trinity Presbyterian Church Springfield Missouri 
The Reverend Mary Wright 
The Reverend Bill Vincent 
The Reverend John Johnson 
Louise Jones, Ruling Elder St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City Missouri 
 
The Administrative Commission for Hideaway: 
The Reverend Dennis Winzenried, Moderator 
The Reverend Dr. Peggy Wobbema 
Jim Holt, Ruling Elder, Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri 
Cindy Fisher, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church Aurora Missouri 
Lowell Thompson, Ruling Elder, St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Kimberling City Missouri 
 
 
 
 
The Reverend Dave Burgess closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 10:53am. 
 
 
 


