
John Calvin Presbytery                                  One Hundred Eighty-Seventh Stated Meeting 
August 7, 2017                                                       Methodist / Presbyterian Church 
                                                                            Ash Grove, Missouri 
  

1 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
 

187th STATED MEETING 
 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 
      Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.   

      Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.   

      Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry. 
 
The 187th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Moderator Kathy Morriss.  
Kathy welcomed everyone and introduced the pastor of Methodist-Presbyterian Church, Ash Grove Missouri, 
Jennifer Essary.  Jennifer spoke about the ministry and mission of the Ash Grove Church.  Jennifer offered prayer for 
the morning portion of the meeting. 
 

Pastors and elders new to the presbytery were introduced. 
 

Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley, pastor of First Presbyterian, Rolla, Missouri and Reverend Dennis Winzenried, pastor 
of Community Presbyterian, Forsyth, Missouri served as pages. The Reverend Greg Ferree, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church of Nevada, Missouri served as the Resolution of Thanks Committee.   
 
REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                   THE REVEREND MELANA SCURGGS 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact 
business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling 
elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 
 
ATTENDANCE: 

  
COMMUNITY 

 
CHURCH 

 
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE 

Present 
Excused 
Absent 

 
RULING ELDER 
COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Essary, Jennifer Present Viera, Bill 
Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Johnson, John Present Ellis, Craig 
Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent Absent 
Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 
Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Absent Absent 
Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Excused 
Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Present Holt, Linda 
Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent Absent 
Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 
Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Present  Morriss, Diana 
Galena, MO St. Andrew @ Hideaway Vacant Vacant Absent 
Girard, KS First Presbyterian Terrell, Jim Absent Absent 
Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Bartels, Robert Absent Absent 
Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Howell, Michael 
Iola, KS First Presbyterian Whitworth-Reed, Linda Excused Absent 
Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Oster, Tim Present Absent 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Nipper, John Present Whittington, Lorraine 
Joplin, MO First Presbyterian  --------------------  Spieth, Toni 
Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Rosenbaum, Susan Present Absent 
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Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused Absent 
Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Cole, Charlotte 
Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Present Samuels, Margaret 
Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present Excused 
Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Bob Absent Absent 
Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present Absent 
Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Present Absent 
Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Foos, Laurie Excused Absent 
Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Dawson, Jennifer Present Absent 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K. O. Present Sims, Trudy 
Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church ----------------------- ---------- Absent 
Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Hartley, Lou Ellen Present Absent 
Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Excused Absent 
Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Absent Absent 
Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Wobemma, Peggy Present Henderson, Beverly 
Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Present Absent 
Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Cormack, Jack Present Hackett, Nancy 
Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Shurtz, Charley Present Moore, Sue 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA Miller, Chris Present Dugan, Charlotte 
Springfield, MO Trinity PCUSA   Leonard, Susan 
Springfield, MO UMHE Cavner, Howard Absent ----------------------- 
Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Gurnon, Ellen Present Rook, Louise 
Springfield, MO Woodland Presbyterian Roberts, Matthew Present Klingensmith, Phil 
Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Glunt, Mary Kay Present Christie, Judy 
Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Absent 
West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Timothy Excused Absent 
Willard, MO Mt. Zion Presbyterian Becker, John Present Absent 
Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian. Cooke, Diane Present Knott, Phil 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Havens, Bill Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- JCP Pastoral Presbyter Rosenbaum, Susan  Present -------------------------- 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Skillings, John  Present -------------------------- 
 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS 
Presbytery moderator Morriss, Kathy Present 
Presbytery moderator-elect Flikkema, Eltjen Present 
General Council moderator Gurnon, Ellen Present 
Administrative Ministries moderator Esselman, Greg Absent 
Committee on Ministry Scott, Ted Present 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Cooke, Diane Present 
Committee on Representation  Glunt, Mary Kay Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee Williams, Rich Present 
Presbyterian Women Moderator Whittington, Lorraine Present 
Treasurer Holt, Jim Present 

 

VISITORS 
Agee, Laura Christie, Larry Henderson, Rosemary Kick, Beth 
Knott, Mary Marsh, Rich Marsh, Sharon Morriss, Todd 
Oster, Cindy Rader, Sally Robinson, Jane Samuels, Bobby 
Thomas, Dorothy Zanders, Eugene Zanders, Janice Zerrer, Lois 

 



John Calvin Presbytery                                  One Hundred Eighty-Seventh Stated Meeting 
August 7, 2017                                                       Methodist / Presbyterian Church 
                                                                            Ash Grove, Missouri 
  

3 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
Baygents, Randi Beasley, Anita Comer, Helen Dreier, Dana 
Dreier, Roger Gamache, Libby Johnson, Roberta Moulin, Pattie 
Scofield, Becky Staley, Susan Viera, Bill Viera, Helen 

 
 
 

FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions: 
1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the May 18, 2017 stated meeting of Presbytery and that those 

minutes be approved. 
Motion seconded and approved 
 
2.  That the docket be approved.  Seconded.  Call for discussion. Hearing none the motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET   
187th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Methodist-Presbyterian Church 
Ash Grove, Missouri 

August 7, 2017 
9:00 a.m. Registration, Fellowship and Coffee ~ ~ New Elder Orientation  
9:30 a.m. Call to Order – Elder Kathy Morriss, Moderator of Presbytery  

   Opening Prayer and Greeting from the Host – Pastor Jennifer Essary  
   Ministry and Mission of United Methodist/Presbyterian, Ash Grove  
   Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  
   Announcements  -  Appointment of Meeting Pages and Resolutions Committee      

9:40 a.m. Report of the Stated Clerk - Reverend Melana Scruggs A 
   Approval of the minutes of May 18, 2017 Stated Meeting   
   Communications  -  Seating of Corresponding Members  
   Adoption of the Consent Agenda    B 

9:55 a.m. Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion  
    The Reverend K. O. Noonoo preaching  

10:55 a.m. Report from Board of Pensions – Reverend Edward Thompson  
11:00 a.m. Educational Time – Prayer Workshops       

 Empathizing, Personalizing & Prayer-a-Phrasing Scripture”   Peggy Wobbema 
“Centering Prayer Meditation”    K.O. Noonoo 
Walk the Labyrinth 

 

12:00 p.m. Prayer and LUNCH  
   

12:45 p.m. Hymn Sing  
12:55 p.m. Prayer and Resolution of Thanks  

1:00 p.m. Report of the Pastoral Presbyter  
1:05 p.m. Report of General Council – Reverend Ellen Gurnon C 
1:15 p.m. Report of the Treasurer – Elder Jim Holt  
1:20 p.m. Report of Administrative Ministries Committee – Reverend Greg Esselman D 
1:30 p.m. Report of the Mission & Nurture Committee – Elder Bill Agnew  
1:40 p.m. Report of Committee on Representation – Reverend Mary Kay Glunt E 
1:50 p.m. Installation of New Officers and Committee Members  
2:00 p.m. Report of Presbyterian Women – Moderator Lorraine Whittington F 
2:05 p.m. Report of Committee on Ministry – Elder Ted Scott G 
2:30 p.m. We Go Out as a Worshiping Community – Adjournment  
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3. That the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 Edward Thompson member of Heartland Presbytery 
 Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 

 

1.   All persons who were required to attend boundaries training for 2016-2017 have complied. 
 

2.  The Session minute and roll book reviews, along with clerk of session training, took place over several 
weeks with the following results: 

 

SESSION BOOKS APPROVED: 
Aurora First Presbyterian    Carlyle Presbyterian 
Chanute First Presbyterian    Crane Presbyterian 
Crocker Presbyterian     Golden City First Presbyterian     
Hollister Presbyterian     Iola First Presbyterian      
Mt. Vernon Ozark Prairie Presbyterian   Neosho First Presbyterian     
Nevada First Presbyterian    Ozark Presbyterian      
Parsons First Presbyterian    Pittsburg Presbyterian      
Rolla First Presbyterian      Sarcoxie First Presbyterian     
Scammon First Presbyterian    Shell Knob Trinity Presbyterian      
Springfield Gibson Chapel Presbyterian   Springfield Southminster Presbyterian 
Springfield Trinity Presbyterian PC(USA)  Springfield Westminster Presbyterian    
Springfield Woodland Heights Presbyterian  Webb City First Presbyterian     
West Plains First Presbyterian    Willow Springs Presbyterian  
      

SESSION BOOKS APPROVED WITH EXCEPTIONS: 
Ash Grove U. Methodist/Presbyterian    Joplin Bethany Presbyterian     
Mtn. View First Presbyterian    Mt. Vernon First Presbyterian 
        

ROLLS AND REGISTERS APPROVED 
Aurora First Presbyterian    Carlyle Presbyterian 
Chanute First Presbyterian    Crane Presbyterian 
Crocker Presbyterian     Golden City First Presbyterian     
Hollister Presbyterian     Iola First Presbyterian      
Joplin Bethany Presbyterian    Mt. Vernon First Presbyterian     
Mt. Vernon Ozark Prairie Presbyterian   Mt. View First Presbyterian     
Neosho First Presbyterian    Nevada First Presbyterian     
Ozark Presbyterian     Parsons First Presbyterian     
Pittsburg Presbyterian     Rolla First Presbyterian       
Sarcoxie First Presbyterian    Scammon First Presbyterian     
Shell Knob Trinity Presbyterian    Springfield Gibson Chapel Presbyterian    
Springfield Southminster Presbyterian   Springfield Trinity Presbyterian PC(USA) 
Springfield Woodland Heights Presbyterian  West Plains First Presbyterian     
Webb City First Presbyterian    Willow Springs Presbyterian     
    

ROLLS AND REGISTERS APPROVED WITH EXCEPTIONS 
Springfield Westminster Presbyterian 
 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 
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SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP WITH SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Elder Kathy Morriss and Elder Bill Viera shared in the liturgy of the service. The Reverend K. O. Noonoo provided 
the sermon “When You Pray” based on Psalm 46:10 and Matthew 6:6. The Reverend Noonoo and Jennifer Essary, 
pastor of the Ash Grove church, presided at the Lord’s Table and Holy Communion was served by intinction. The 
offering collected totaled $ 540.00, of which one half will go to the Creative Ministry Grant Fund of John Calvin 
Presbytery and one half to the diaper mission of the Ash Grove Methodist-Presbyterian Church. 
 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 
 
REPORT FROM BOARD OF PENSION REPRESENTATIVE    REVEREND EDWARD THOMPSON 
Reverend Thompson updated everyone about Board of Pensions. 
 

********** Concludes report of Board of Pensions ********** 
 
EDUCATIONAL TIME 
The Education Time included three workshops.   
“Empathizing, Personalizing and Prayer-a-Phrasing Scripture” with the Reverend Dr. Peggy Wobbema   
“Centering Prayer Meditation” with the Reverend K. O. Noonoo 
The Prayer Labyrinth was available also. 
 
Before dispersing, the Reverend Jack Cormack prayed for the end of the morning session and lunch. 
 
The group joined in a hymn sing to start the afternoon session. 
 
The afternoon session was called to order at 12:55 p.m. with a devotional and prayer offered by Jennifer 
Dawson. 
 
Elder Kathy Morriss reminded everyone to be sure to take PDA Clean-Up Buckets back to their church to 
be filled and returned at the next meeting of Presbytery, November 4, hosted by Trinity Presbyterian 
Springfield, Missouri. 
 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS                                                                          REVEREND GREG FERREE 
As we found you were Friendly and welcomed us, you offered your Facilities, you Fed us Food, provided a 
place for Fellowship, a space for Faith and room for our Functions in the meeting. 
Be it Resolved that we Feel the members of this congregation are Faithful in their Hospitality and Service, 
for which we give our thanks!    – The Ferree Focus Group on Resolutions!  
 
 
REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER        REVEREND SUSAN ROSENBAUM 
Susan honored Ordination Anniversaries by presenting certificates from Presbytery to: 
 The Reverend Gilbert Hill celebrating 50 years of Ordination 
 The Reverend Mary Kay Glunt celebrating 15 years of Ordination  
 The Reverend K. O. Noonoo celebrating 15 years of Ordination 
   

********** Concludes the Report of the Pastoral Presbyter ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                        REVEREND ELLEN GURNON 
Ellen moved that the financial statements for April-June 2017 be filed for review.  Financial reports are posted 
separately.  
 No second needed.  Motion approved. 
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Ellen moved that Presbytery participate in Synod’s Small Church Residency Program at a cost to the Presbytery of 
$5,000 each year for 2 years.  The program was explained by Susan Rosenbaum.   Motion approved. 
Ellen moved that Julia Gentle, WFRE, Trinity Presbyterian Church PC(USA), Springfield, Missouri, Ruth Hones,  
WFRE, First Presbyterian, West Plains, Missouri and Whendi Martin, WFRE, First Presbyterian, Fort Scott, Kansas  
be elected to the Committee on Representation, Class of 2020.  A call for nominations from the floor was made.   
Hearing none, the vote was called for and the motion was approved. 
 
The motion was made that Susan Rosenbaum be authorized to set up the presbytery’s account to receive and remit  
funds electronically.  Motion was approved. 
  
Moderator Ellen Gurnon gave the Prayer Shawl to Chris Miller, the host of the next Presbytery meeting. 
 
Actions taken and information: 
1. Approved the docket for the August 7, 2017 stated meeting of presbytery. 
2. Reviewed the financial statements. 
3. Approved a scholarship for the Reverend Ellen Gurnon for attendance at an online continuing education 

event. 
4. Approved a Creative Ministry grant for $2,460 for First Presbyterian Church, Parsons, Kansas. 
5. Approved a Creative Ministry grant for $1,800 for Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, Missouri. 
6. Approved the request from Edward Thompson, Board of Pensions Regional Representative, for 5 minutes on 

the August 7 docket. 
 

********** Concludes the report of General Council ********** 
 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                                                 JIM HOLT 
Jim gave a report of the financial situation of presbytery.  He also gave a Creative Ministry grant to First 
Presbyterian Church of Parsons, Kansas, for their ministry called Wandering Wednesdays. A Creative Ministry 
Grant to Stockton Presbyterian Church, Stockton, Missouri for their ministries, Community Dinners, Homeless and 
Under-Privileged Support and Drug Recovery Group. 
 

********** Concludes the report of the Treasurer ********** 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT              REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED 
Dennis moved that Susan Rosenbaum take on the bookkeeper tasks, beginning immediately, with assistance from 
KPM in determining best practices and in review of past work, and that she receive $600 per month for this work. 
A time of discussion was provided.  Motion was approved. 
 
Dennis brought forth the motion that Gail Wilson be paid up to an additional 5 hours per week to assist Susan 
Rosenbaum with the financial work.  Discussion time was provided.  Motion was approved. 
 
ACTIONS TAKEN:   

1. $800,000 from the sale of the presbytery property has been invested for a five-year period with Community 
Foundation of the Ozarks in low-end risk products. 
 

2. In setting up payroll with KPM, it was discovered that Gail Wilson, Recording Clerk, was being paid for 40  
hours per pay period rather than 20 hours per week (which would equal 43.33 hours per pay period). Upon 
further investigation, this had been happening in some degree since 2013. In 2013, Gail was working 12 
hours per week at $15 per hour for a total of 624 hours. She was paid for 600 hours. For that year, she is 
owed $360. For 2014, 2015, and 2016, she was working 20 hours per week and making $15.75 per hour for 
a total of 1040 hours per year. She was paid for 960 hours per year. For those three years, she is owed $3,780 
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for a total of $4,140. The committee decided to reimburse those back wages during the next five months at a 
rate of $414 per pay period beginning August 15, 2017.  

 
********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 

 
REPORT OF THE MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE           REVEREND RICH WILLIAMS 
Moderator Rich Williams gave a report on the committee’s activities.  He thanked K.O. Noonoo, Peggy Wobbema 
for their work with the Educational Time at this meeting.  He reminded everyone of that International Peacemaker 
Doug Baker will be in the presbytery September 23 – 28.  He also encouraged all to attend the Equipping the Saints 
October 21.  
  

********** Concludes report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 
 
 
COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION                                   REVEREND MARY KAY GLUNT 
 (now bringing nominations to the presbytery) 
 

F -    Female M -      Male    
TE - Teaching Elder CRE - Commissioned Ruling Elder RE - Ruling Elder Y  - Youth 
A -   Asian AA -    African-American W   - White  

 
Moderator Mary Kay moved that the following be elected, term to begin immediately: 
 

Presbytery Moderator Elect  
 Mary Kay Glunt, Stockton, MO WFTE 1st Term Central 
Synod Commissioners  
 Ellen Gurnon, Westminster, Springfield WFTE 2nd Term Central 
 Mary Dawson, Chanute WFRE 2nd Term  West (Chanute) 
 Jim Gilpin, Iola WMRE 2nd Term West (Iola) 
 Vacant MTE   West 
 

General Assembly Commissioners 2018 
This GA we are sending a female ruling elder and a male teaching elder.  Also, we are required to elect alternate 
delegates.   
Male Teaching Elder:  Matthew Roberts, Woodland Heights, Springfield, MO, WMTE  
Alternate-Teaching Elder, Greg Esselman, Carthage, MO,  WMTE 
 
Female Ruling Elder:  Lois Zerrer, Springfield, Trinity FRE 
Alternate Lorriane Whittington, First Joplin           FRE 
 
 

Youth Advisory Delegate:  Lawson Wiatrak N/A 
Alternate                       -------- N/A 
 

Administrative Ministries Committee  
 Grant Spieth WMRE 1st Term West 
 Vacant MRE          Pref. East 
 Linda Whitworth Reed, Iola Kansas WFTE 1st Term West 
 Lynn Clay AAMRE 1st Term Central  
 Dennis Winzenreid (Moderator) WMTE N/A 
 (Class of 2018) 
 

Committee on Ministry  
 Jane Huffstetler, HR WFTE 2nd Term Central 
 Janice Zanders, Rolla First AAFRE 2nd Term East 
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 Toni Spieth, Joplin, First WFRE 2nd Term West 
 Jared Witt, Fort Scott Kansas WMTE 2nd Term West 
 Matthew Roberts, Springfield, Woodland MRE   
                       Moderator-Elect, Janice Zanders 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
 Fred Palmerton, Springfield – Hillcrest  WMRE 2nd Term Central 
 Rodney Peters, HR, Scammon WMTE 2nd Term West 
 

Mission and Nurture Committee 
 Jennifer Dawson, Parsons First WFRE 1st Term West 
 John Becker, Willard-Mt. Zion WMTE 1st Term Central 
 Susan Frazier, Mt. View First WFRE 1st Term East 
 Vacant WFRE   West 
 

Permanent Judicial Commission 
 Greg Carter, Joplin First WMRE 2nd Term  West 
 Randee Stemmons, Mt. Vernon First WFRE 2nd Term Central 
 

Sexual Misconduct Allegation Response 
 Mary Kay Glunt, Stockton WFTE 2nd Term Central 
 Robin Morgan, West Plains First WFRE 2nd  Term East 
 

Sexual Misconduct Investigating Team 
 David Reed, HR WMTE 1st Term West 
 Julia Gentle, Springfield Trinity PC(USA) WFRE 1st Term Central 
 

Ordination Exam Readers  
 Greg Esselman, Carthage WMTE 1st Term West 
 Vacant 
                          Vacant 
  Dennis Pirkle, Hideaway   WMRE  1st Term Central 
  Alternate Ralph Brooks, Sarcoxie  WMRE   2nd Term 

  
Nominations were called for from the floor.  Hearing none the vote was taken.  Motion was approved. 
 
Location in presbytery:  West (Joplin and west), Central, East (East of Springfield), Term: 1st or 2nd.  
We have endeavored to find nominees from across the presbytery to ensure a wide level of representation.   
 
 ********** Concludes report of Committee on Representation ********** 
 
 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS       ELDER KATHY MORRISS 
Officers and committee members were installed for the upcoming year.  Kathy then presented Eltjen Flikkema the 
moderator’s cross, stole and banner.  Eltjen then in turn presented Kathy with a gift from all presbyters for her 
service.  
 
REPORT OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN   MODERATOR LORRAINE WHITTINGTON 
The big job for March was putting the PW JCP Directory together.  I spent a couple of weeks getting it together, and Toni 
and I got it run off and put together in two days.  HOORAY!!! 
 

Attended First Presbyterian of Pittsburg for Women’s Day on March 5.  Kathy Morriss was preacher that day, and Toni 
and I were asked to come forward and were introduced – along with Terran Dang and the members of the new Pittsburg 
PW.  KO was most gracious. 
 

FPC Session of Joplin held a retreat on Sat. March 11 at 502.  Broke my wrist on April 12 – slowed me down for about 6  
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weeks.  Attended my Circle and PW Meetings at FPC in Joplin.  April 21-23, I attended the Synod of Mid-America PW 
Conference in Branson.  Excellent. 
 

The PW of JCP held their Spring Gathering on Saturday afternoon, April 22.  There were 17 of us present and we completed 
our shortened agenda.  Past Nat’l Pres. Mary Jorgenson installed our new officers with Joan Russell of Woodland Heights 
and Susan Uffmann of Trinity – both of Springfield – taking the offices of Vice Moderator and Treasurer.  We thank Mary 
Lynne Grimes for answering our prayers.  We all felt it was a great conference.  Lots to learn, time to socialize, and time 
to meet new friends.  Presenters were very good.  Thanks to Toni for hauling all my stuff around. 
 

Our Joplin PW met the following Wednesday, and I was the program – talking about the weekend conference of the JCP 
and Synod PW.  This was followed the next day by the General Council meeting in Springfield, where I again reported on 
this conference. 
 

I have attended the General Council and JCP Meetings, both quarterly. 
 

On June 6, the Session of FPC of Joplin met with Dr. John Nipper and Melana Scruggs to discuss his 2-month stay with 
us until we can find an Interim.  We lost our beloved pastor, Dave Burgess, to another call in Ballwin, MO. 
 

Tuesday, June 11, the PW of JCP met at FPC in Joplin for a planning meeting to finalize plans for our Fall Gathering, to 
be held Sept. 23 here in Joplin.  We started about 9:30 and the PW of Joplin served lunch, and we finished up about 2:30, 
but we had a plan for the Gathering.  Thank you to all who were here to assist – 9 Board Members. With the assistance of 
Rev. Susan Rosenbaum and Rev. John Nipper, we were able to obtain the Peacemaker, Doug Baker, from Northern Ireland, 
as a speaker at our Fall Gathering.  We are very excited about that. 
 

On Saturday, July 15, I attended the Seminar on the new Horizon Bible Study with the Author, at Village Presbyterian 
Church in Prairie Village KS.  Melissa Bane Sevier wrote this Bible Study, based on Hebrews, called, “Cloud of Witnesses, 
The Community of Christ in Hebrews”.  It looks to be another excellent study for the PW to do in the 2017-2018 term.  
When you hear about the study from the author – it just makes presenting and teaching it so much easier.  And when we 
go to this conference – we go up on Fri. and I get to spend Fri. night with my son.  Toni and I had dinner with him, and 
then she went on to spend the night with an old friend. 
 

I was also able to obtain Rev. Charles Spencer as our guest pastor for Sunday, October 22, to kick off our Stewardship 
Drive at FPC in Joplin.  He’ll come to us following his part in the “Equipping the Saints” workshop on Oct. 21 in 
Springfield. 
 

July 16 was Dave Burgess’ last day with us at FPC Joplin.  We had a lovely luncheon for him and presented a going away 
gift.  He is loved and will be missed, and we wish him and family all the best in the world.   
 

Dr. Nipper was with us for Session on July 25, and his term of call will begin on Sunday, July 30.  Interviews have begun 
with possible candidates for Interim Pastor. 
 

On July 31, I’m off to Crystal Bridges to see the Chihuly exhibit.  Can’t wait! 
 

Still feel rather lost here at FPC Joplin, and will be glad when we have new pastor and things can return to “normal”.  
Life goes on. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of Presbytery Women ********** 
 
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                                               ELDER TED SCOTT 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 

1. Mandatory Boundaries training for pastors and interested elders will be offered at each presbytery day. 
Advanced reading of materials will be required and then a meeting time for discussion of case studies.  
All persons serving congregations are required to attend one of these trainings annually. The new 
year began on August 1, 2017. 

 
ACTIONS TAKEN: 

1. A Triennial visit has been completed at Bethany Presbyterian Joplin, Missouri 
2. Conducted an exit interview with the Reverend Mary Wright as she finished her transitional work at 
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Trinity Presbyterian (PCUSA), Springfield, Missouri 
3. Conducted an exit interview with the Reverend Dr. Dave Burgess as he prepares to leave First Presbyterian 

Church Joplin, Missouri and transfers to Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery. 
4. Approved the terms of call for Dave Burgess at St. Mark in Ballwin, Missouri, at the request of Giddings-

Lovejoy. 
5. Dismissed Dave Burgess to Giddings-Lovejoy Presbtery 
6. Recommended the Small Church Residency Program of the Synod to General Council for JCP 

participation. 
7. Approved the MIF for St. Andrew, Kimberling City, Missouri 
8. Approved Ruling Elder Dennis Pirkle serving communion on April 16, 2017 at First Presbyterian Webb 

City, Missouri and at St. Andrew @Hideaway on May 1, 2017. 
9. Approved Ruling Elder Charlotte Cole serving communion on June 2, 2017 at First Presbyterian, Mt 

Vernon, Missouri when Sam Stover became ill suddenly. 
10. Approved Dennis Pirkle to officiate communion at St. Andrew @Hideaway on July 2 and September 3. 
11. Approved Becky Schwandt to preach at St. Andrew @Hideaway, 3 Sundays in a row: July 30, August 6 

and August 13. 
12. Approved Marvin Groote, honorably retired member of presbytery, to preach at First Presbyterian, Mt. 

Vernon, Missouri on July 16, 23, August 13, 20, and all of September, and to moderate the session. 
13. Approved the following Administrative Commission to install the Reverend Matthew Roberts as 

designated pastor at Woodland Heights Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri on July 23 at 2pm:  
The Reverend Jack Cormack, Pastor at Hillcrest Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 
The Reverend Ellen Gurnon, Pastor at Westminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 
Kathy Morriss, Moderator of JCP and Ruling Elder at Southminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 
The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Pastoral Presbyter for JCP; Joan Russell, Ruling Elder at Woodland 
Heights Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri. See attached minutes of the Commission. 

14. Approved the Administrative Commission and date for Chris Miller's installation, 4 p.m. August 20, 2017, 
Administrative Commission: 
Elder Eltjen Flikkema, Trinity Presbyterian (PCUSA), Springfield Missouri, Moderator of Presbytery;  
Elder Sharon Marsh, Southminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri  
The Rev. Ellen Gurnon, pastor Westminster Presbyterian, Springfield, Missouri 
The Reverend John Johnson, HR, Pastor First Presbyterian, Aurora, Missouri 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, Governance Presbyter/Stated Clerk for JCP 
and gave permission for the Reverend Brian Ellison, member of Heartland Presbytery, to labor in our 
bounds for that installation. 
See attached minutes of the Commission. 

15. Approved the Reverend Charles Spencer, member of Heartland Presbytery, to preach in our bounds at First 
Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri on October 22. 

16. Approved the celebration on communion, officiated by the Reverend Jane Huffstetler, at the Presbyterian 
Women's gathering at First Presbyterian, Joplin, Missouri on September 23 

17. Dismissed the Reverend Mary Wright to the Presbytery of Southern Illinois. 
18. Approved the following rotation of pastors for preaching at St. Andrew, Kimberling City, Missouri:      

1st Sunday -  Reverend Susan Rosenbaum 
2nd Sunday - Reverend Jaye Shurtz 
3rd Sunday -  Reverend Bob Field 
4th Sunday -  Louise Jones 

 
********** Concludes the report of Committee on Ministry ********** 

 
The motion to adjourned was made, seconded and approved.   
 
Prayer to close the day was offered by the Reverend K. O. Noonoo at 2:20 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION TO INSTALL 
 

The Reverend Matthew Roberts 
 
 
The administrative commission to install the Reverend Matthew Roberts as Designated Pastor of Woodland Heights 
Presbyterian Church, Springfield Missouri convened at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, July 23, 2017. 
 
The following commission members were present: 
Elder Kathy Morriss, Moderator John Calvin Presbytery, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield Missouri 
The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Pastoral Presbyter, John Calvin Presbytery 
The Reverend Jack Cormack, pastor of Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
Elder Joan Russell, member of Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
The Reverend Ellen Gurnon, pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer by Reverend Rosenbaum.  Elder Kathy Morriss, moderator of John Calvin 
Presbytery and the Commission reviewed the responsibilities of the various members of the commission and the 
motion was made, seconded and approve that the Administrative Commission to install Reverend Roberts will be 
dismissed with thanks upon the offering of the benediction. 
 
The Reverend Ellen Gurnon, pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri delivered the sermon. 
The Prayer of installation was offered by Kathy Morriss who also asked the constitutional questions of Reverend 
Roberts. Elder Joan Russell ask the constitutional questions of the congregation.  The Reverend Jack Cormack gave 
the charge to the pastor and the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum the charge to the congregation.    
 
The benediction and closing prayer delivered by the Reverend Matthew Roberts. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elder Kathy Morriss,  Moderator, John Calvin Presbytery 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION TO INSTALL 
 

The Reverend Christopher Miller 
 
 
The administrative commission to install the Reverend Christopher Miller as pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Springfield Missouri convened at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, August 20, 2017. 
 
The following commission members were present: 
Elder Eltjen Flikkema, Moderator JCP, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Springfield Missouri 
The Reverend Melana Scruggs, pastor Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri  
     and Governance Presbyter/State Clerk of John Calvin Presbytery. 
The Reverend Ellen Gurnon, pastor Westminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
Elder Sharon March, Southminster Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Missouri 
The Reverend John R. Johnson, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Aurora Missouri 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer by Reverend Scruggs.  Elder Eltjen Flikkema, moderator of John Calvin 
Presbytery and the Commission reviewed the responsibilities of the various members of the commission and the 
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motion was made, seconded and approve that the Administrative Commission to install Reverend Miller will be 
dismissed with thanks upon the offering of the benediction. 
 
Reverend John R. Johnson, The Reverend Ellen Gurnon, and Elder Sharon Marsh shared in the liturgy of the worship 
service.  The Reverend Brian Ellison, of Heartland Presbytery delivered the sermon based on selected verses of 
Ephesians 4.   
 
The Statement on the Ministry of the Church was read by Elder Flikkema. The Constitutional questions to the pastor 
were asked by Moderator Eltjen Flikkema . The constitutional questions to the congregation were asked by Elder 
Julia Gentle.  Following the prayer of installation delivered by Reverend John R. Johnson, the charge to the pastor 
was given by the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum and the charge to the congregation was delivered by the Reverend 
Melana Scruggs.  Communion was served by intinction and the benediction and closing prayer delivered by the 
Reverend Christopher Miller. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Eltjen Flikkema,  Moderator, John Calvin Presbytery 
 


