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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY  

205
th

 STATED MEETING  
  

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT  

Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.    

Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.    

Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry.  
  

The 205th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Moderator Jim Holt. 

 

Jim welcomed all in attendance and introduced Commissioned Ruling Elder, Tim Oster, pastor of our host church, 

Bethany Presbyterian Church of Joplin, Missouri.  Pastor Tim brought greetings from the congregation of Bethany 
Presbyterian Church.  The Reverend Laura Agee opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

The Stated Clerk gave an orientation to the Zoom videoconference platform to facilitate member participation.  
Pastors and Elder commissioners new to the presbytery were introduced to the presbyters. 

 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK                                                                                     ELDER BETH KICK  
Based on the participants’ list and the registration roll, Beth Kick, Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was 

present.  (“A quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less 

than six (6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present, providing that at least four (4) particular churches 

are represented by ruling elders.”)  
  

ATTENDANCE:   
The attendance for the 205

th
 Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 55 and as follows:  

Twelve ( 12 ) Teaching Elders serving a church  

Three ( 3 ) Teaching Elders, Honorably Retired  
Two ( 2 ) Teaching Elders, Member at Large 

Three ( 3 ) Commissioned Ruling Elders serving a church  

Eighteen ( 18 ) Ruling Elder Commissioners  

Five ( 5 ) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council and Committees (not counted as pastors or CREs)  
Three ( 3 ) Visitors   

Four ( 4 ) Staff members  

Five ( 5 ) Corresponding Members  
Seventeen ( 17 ) Churches were represented. (Two churches qualify to have two Elder Commissioners)  

 

   
COMMUNITY  

  
CHURCH  

  
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE  

Present  
Excused  
Absent  

  
RULING ELDER  
COMMISSIONER  

Ash Grove, MO  U. Methodist / Presbyterian  Crews, Joe  Absent  Absent  
Aurora, MO  First Presbyterian  Havens, Bill  Excused Lowry, Kathy 
Baxter Springs, KS  First Presbyterian  Gantt, Larry  Absent  Absent  
Carlyle, KS  Carlyle Presbyterian  Traw, Steve  Absent Crawford, Carol 

Carthage, MO  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Chanute, KS  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Dawson, Mary  
Crane, MO  Crane Presbyterian  Huffstetler, Jane Present Holt, Linda  
Crocker, MO  Crocker Presbyterian  Agnew, Bill  Excused Marso, Alan 
Erie, KS  Federated Presbyterian  Choi, Shella  Absent  Absent  
Everton, MO  Hampton Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Forsyth, MO  Community Presbyterian  LeBlanc, Frank  Absent Click, Reed  
Fort Scott, KS  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Pollock-Barnes, Penny 
Galena, MO  St. Andrew @ Hideaway  Vacant  Vacant  Pirkle, Dennis 
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Golden City, MO  First Presbyterian  Iannucilli, Christine  Present Absent  
Greenfield, MO  Ebenezer Presbyterian  Bartels, Robert  Absent  Absent  
Hollister, MO  Hollister Presbyterian  Cherry, Clancy  Present  Simmons, Gwen  
Iola, KS  First Presbyterian  Davis, Daniel  Present  Absent 
Joplin, MO  Bethany Presbyterian  Oster, Tim  Present Oster, Cindy  
Joplin, MO  First Presbyterian  Anderson, Kira  Present  Easley, Ted  
Joplin, MO  First Presbyterian  Anderson, John  Present  Jones, Linda 
Kimberling City  St. Andrew Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Thomas, Shelley  
Mt. Vernon, MO  First Presbyterian  Mercer, Julie  Present Absent  
Mt. Vernon, MO  Ozark Prairie Presbyterian  Schwandt, Becky  Present  Absent  
Mt. View, MO  First Presbyterian  Cooke, Diane  Present  Bates, JoAnn 
Mulberry, KS  United Presbyterian  Cuthbertson, Bob  Present Absent  
Neosho, MO  First Presbyterian  Lee, William  Absent Bush, Melissa   
Nevada, MO  First Presbyterian  Agee, Laura Present Fast, Allison  
Ozark, MO  Ozark Presbyterian  Schwandt, Becky  Present   Absent 

Parsons, KS  First Presbyterian  Dawson, Jennifer  Present  Absent  
Pittsburg, KS  Presbyterian Church  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Pittsburg, KS  Presbyterian Church  ------------------------  ----------  Absent  

Rolla, MO  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  

Sarcoxie, MO  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Scammon, KS  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Shell Knob, MO  Trinity Presbyterian  Wobbema, Peggy  Excused  Absent   
Springfield, MO  Gibson Chapel Presbyterian  Cormack, Jack  Present  Absent  
Springfield, MO  Hillcrest Presbyterian  Cormack, Jack  Present  Cormack, Scarlet 

Springfield, MO  Southminster Presbyterian  Groote, Marvin  Excused  Absent  
Springfield, MO  Trinity PCUSA  Miller, Chris  Excused Absent  
Springfield, MO  Trinity PCUSA  --------------------------  ---------  Absent 
Springfield, MO  UMHE  Vacant  Vacant  -----------------------  
Springfield, MO  Westminster Presbyterian  Pulleyking, Micki  Excused Absent  
Springfield, MO  Woodland Presbyterian  Roberts, Matthew  Present Absent 
Stockton, MO  Stockton Presbyterian  Hill, Dale  Absent Absent  
Webb City, MO  First Presbyterian  Spencer, Charles  Excused  Absent  
West Plains, MO  First Presbyterian  Dahlgren, Robert  Present  Absent  
Willard, MO  Mt. Zion Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Willow Springs, MO  Willow Springs Presbyterian  Cooke, Diane  Present  Mallory, Candace 
------------------------- Honorably Retired Anders, Dixie Excused ------------------------- 

-------------------------  Member at Large  Foos, Laurie  Present  -------------------------  
------------------------- Member at Large LaRue, Sheth Present ------------------------- 

------------------------- Honorably Retired Nipper, John Present ------------------------- 

-------------------------  Honorably Retired  Winzenried, Dennis  Present  -------------------------  

 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS and STAFF  

Presbytery moderator  Holt, Jim  Present  
Presbytery moderator-elect  Anderson, Kira  Present  
General Council moderator  Spieth, Toni Present  
Administrative Ministries moderator  Dahlgren, Bob  Present  
Committee on Ministry  Daleske, Reina  Present  
Committee on Representation   Muegge, Sarah Present  
Mission and Nurture Committee  Schwandt, Becky  Present 
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Presbyterian Women Moderator  Russell, Joan  Present  
Treasurer  Winzenried, Dennis  Present  
Pastoral Presbyter  Spencer, Malinda  Present  
Stated Clerk  Kick, Beth  Present  
Recording Clerk – staff  Wilson, Gail  Present  
Transitional Project – staff   Emery, Greg  Present  

 

VISITORS  

Bay, John, Mt. Vernon, First  Dahlgren, Celeste, West Plains, First  Pursley, Maudanne, Rolla, First 

 

 FOR ACTION - the Stated Clerk moves the following actions:  

1. That the Docket be approved with the addition of a Synod Report immediately following the Board of 

Pensions Report.   Seconded.  Motion was approved.  
 

DOCKET 
  8:30 a.m. Zoom meeting open—Informal Fellowship  

9:00 a.m. Call to Order Moderator, Elder Jim Holt 

Document: Opening Prayer  The Reverend Laura Agee 

 Greeting from Host Church  CR Elder Tim Oster 

A Orientation to Videoconference Meeting Stated Clerk Beth Kick 

 Introduction of Elders and Ministers New to the Presbytery  Moderator, Elder Jim Holt 

B, C Report of Stated Clerk 

• Declaration of a quorum 

• Approval of docket 

• Seating of corresponding members 

• Adoption of consent agenda  

Elder Beth Kick 

 Preparation for Worship  Moderator, Elder Jim Holt 

 Service of Morning Worship  The Reverend Bill Davis, preaching 

 Education Time – Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program Elder Clare Lewis  

 Break  

D Report of Executive Presbyter Elder Malinda Spencer 

E Report from Board of Pensions The Reverend Kevin Keaton 

 Report from the Synod Elder Tony De La Rosa, Transitional Synod Executive 

F Report of Presbyterian Women Elder Joan Russell 

G Report of Mission and Nurture Committee The Reverend Becky Schwandt 

H Report of Vital Congregations Initiative The Reverend Jennifer Dawson 

I Report of Antiracism Committee The Reverend Jennifer Dawson 

I, J, K Report of General Council Elder Toni Spieth 

L, M Report of Administrative Ministries Committee The Reverend Bob Dahlgren 

N Report of the Treasurer  The Reverend Dennis Winzenried 
O Report of Committee on Representation Elder Sarah Muegge 

P Report of Committee on Ministry  Elder Reina Daleske  

 Report of the Sarcoxie Administrative Commission Elder Toni Spieth 

 Report on Transitional Project Elder Maudanne Pursley 

 Resolution of Thanks  The Reverend Diane Cooke 

 Closing Prayer  

 We Go Out as a Worshipping Community  

 

The offering received during worship will be split evenly to support the designated mission of the host church and the Creative 

Ministry Grant fund of the Presbytery. Bethany Presbyterian Church, Joplin, has designated their portion of the offering to 
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benefit Fostering Hope which serves the foster care community in Jasper County, Missouri. Please give online or mail a check 

to John Calvin Presbytery, P.O. Box 1394, Ozark, MO 65721-1394, noting “Presbytery meeting offering.” 

 

2.  That the following be seated as corresponding members. 

  Elder Tony De La Rosa, the Transitional Synod Executive from the Synod of Mid-America 

  The Reverend Bill Davis, from Denver Presbytery, our preacher for this meeting 

  Elder Clare Lewis, from the Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program 

  The Reverend Kevin Keaton, our Church Consultant from the Board of Pensions who comes  

from New Covenant Presbytery 

  Candidate Daniel S. Lee from New York City Presbytery 

 No second needed.  Motion was approved. 

 

 

3.  That the Consent Agenda be approved.  Seconded and approved. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

From Stated Clerk’s Report—Packet 1, B 

1.  * To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the November 6, 2021 stated meeting of Presbytery and  

   that those minutes be approved. 
 

2.  * To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the December 7, 2021 called meeting of Presbytery and  

   that those minutes be approved. 
 

3.  * To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the February 2, 2022 called meeting of Presbytery and that       

       those minutes be approved. 
 

4.  * That the Necrology Report be read during the worship service. 
 

From Report of General Council—Packet 1, J 

1.  * That the JCP Steps for Sale of Property be received as a policy of the Administrative Ministries  

   Committee of John Calvin Presbytery. (See the Report of the Administrative Ministries  

   Committee.) 
 

From Report of Administrative Ministries Committee—Packet 1, L 

1.   * That the financial reports for January 1 – December 31, 2021 be filed for review: Balance Sheet, Budget    

   vs Actuals Report, and Per Capital/Shared Mission Report. 
 

2.   * That the financial reports for July 1-December 31, 2021 be filed for review: CFO John Calvin Presbytery  
        Fund and CFO John Calvin Presbytery Cash Fund. 
 

3.  * That the financial reports for January 1-December 31, 2021 be filed for review: PCUSA New Covenant  

               Mutual Funds JCP Mission Endowment Program Church Development and PCUSA New Covenant      

                Mutual Funds JCP Mission Endowment Program Unrestricted Fund. 
 

4.   * That the financial reports for PCUSA Investment & Loan Program Inc: PCUSA Loan Program:  

                Guarantor’s Report/Mortgage Grant Report as of 9/30/2021 be filed for review. 
 

5.   * That the KPM audit: John Calvin Presbytery Independent Accountants’ Review Report and Financial      
                Statements Years Ended December 31, 2020 and 2019 be filed for review. 
 

6.  *That the JCP Steps for the Sale of Property be received as a policy of the Administrative Ministries  

     Committee of John Calvin Presbytery. 
 

From Report of Committee on Ministry—Packet 1, P 

1.  * That Presbytery dissolve the bonds of the pastoral relationship between the Reverend Sheth LaRue and  

   First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri, effective December 30, 2021. 
 

2.  * That Presbytery change the Reverend Sheth LaRue’s status to that of a member-at-large. 
 

3.  * That Presbytery grant a waiver of the constitutional limitation on terms of service (G-2.0404) for a ruling  
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   elder for the Ozark Prairie (Brick) Presbyterian Church. 
 

4.  * That Presbytery grant First Presbyterian Church of Neosho, Missouri, a waiver of the limitation on terms  

   of service (6-year term limit) stipulated in G-2.0404 for active Elders and Deacons.    
 

5.  * That the supply contract between the Reverend Bill Havens and First Presbyterian Church, Aurora,  

   Missouri, be approved for the period January 16, 2022 through April 24, 2022, with compensation of $260  

   per week plus mileage at the IRS rate.  
 

6.  * That an Administrative Commission be elected to ordain and install Daniel S. Lee as half-time pastor of  
         the Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, Willard, Missouri, at 4 p.m. on March 20, 2022. The AC will  

   be comprised of Jim Holt (moderator, WMRE), John Nipper (WMTE), Greg Esselman (WMTE), Marga  

   Pogue (WFRE, Westminster), Stephanie O’Neal (WFRE, Willard-Mt. Zion), Malinda Spencer (WFRE,  
   Executive Presbyter), and Jane Huffstetler (WFTE). (The Rev. Daniel Lee will begin work on Easter  

   Sunday, April 17, 2022.) 

 

********** Concludes the Consent Agenda **********  
 

FOR INFORMATION: 

1.  The Clerk is required to report those ministers serving within our bounds at the end of each year. 
 

MINISTERS SERVING IN JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021 

Agee, Laura  Nevada, Missouri, First Presbyterian 
Anderson, John  Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Anderson, Kira  Joplin, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Cooke, Diane  Mountain View, Missouri First / Willow Springs, Missouri Willow Springs Presbyterian   

Cormack, Jack  Springfield, Missouri, Hillcrest Presbyterian and Gibson Chapel Presbyterian 
Dahlgren, Robert West Plains, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Davis, Daniel  Iola, Kansas, First Presbyterian  

Dawson, Jennifer Parsons, Kansas, First Presbyterian 
Groote, Marvin  Springfield, Missouri, Southminster Presbyterian 

Iannucilli, Christine Golden City, Missouri First Presbyterian 

LeBlanc, Frank  Forsyth, Missouri, Community Presbyterian 
Lee, William  Neosho, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Mercer, Julie  Mt. Vernon, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Miller, Christopher Springfield, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian (PCUSA) 

Roberts, Matthew Springfield, Missouri, Woodland Heights Presbyterian 
Schwandt, Becky Mt. Vernon, Missouri, Ozark Prairie Presbyterian / Ozark, Missouri, Ozark Presbyterian  

Spencer, Charles Webb City, Missouri, First Presbyterian 

Wobbema, Peggy Shell Knob, Missouri, Trinity Presbyterian 
 

COMMISSIONED RULING ELDERS SERVING CHURCHES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021 

Agnew, William Crocker, Missouri, Crocker Presbyterian 

Cherry, Clancy  Hollister, Missouri, Hollister Presbyterian 
Cuthbertson, Bob Mulberry, Kansas, United Presbyterian 

Hill, Dale  Stockton, Missouri, Stockton Presbyterian 

Oster, Timothy  Joplin, Missouri, Bethany Presbyterian 
 

MINISTERS OF ANOTHER DENOMINATION SERVING AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021 

Bartels, Robert  Greenfield, Missouri, Ebenezer Presbyterian / Assemblies of God 
Choi, Shella  Erie, Kansas, Federated Presbyterian / United Methodist 

Crews, Joe   Ash Grove, Missouri, United Methodist and Presbyterian / United Methodist  

Gantt, Larry  Baxter Springs First Presbyterian / United Methodist 

Pulleyking, Micki Springfield, Missouri, Westminster Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ         
Traw, Steve  Carlyle, Kansas, Carlyle Presbyterian / Disciples of Christ  
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MINISTERS – MEMBERS AT LARGE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021 

Cunningham, Kimberly  Member at Large 
Endicott, Karla   Member at Large  

Foos, Laurie   Member at Large 

Kim, Abraham Tae Jong Member at Large 
LaRue, Sheth   Member at Large 

Womack, Deanna  Member at Large  

 

MINISTERS HONORABLY RETIRED AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2021 

Allerheiligen, Ron  Honorably Retired 

Anders, Dixie Voss  Honorably Retired 

Becker, John   Honorably Retired 
Brueck, Robert   Honorably Retired 

Docherty, Robert  Honorably Retired 

Esselman, Greg   Honorably Retired 

Evans, Vicki   Honorably Retired 
Ferree, Greg   Honorably Retired 

Field, Bob   Honorably Retired 

Gray, Paul   Honorably Retired 
Havens, Bill   Honorably Retired 

Hill, Gilbert   Honorably Retired 

Hollingsworth, Kent  Honorably Retired 
Huffstetler, Jane  Honorably Retired 

Luce, William   Honorably Retired 

MacArthur, Steve  Honorably Retired 

Nipper, John   Honorably Retired 
Porter, Wayne   Honorably Retired 

Rosenbaum, Susan  Honorably Retired 

Simpson, Bob   Honorably Retired 
Skillings, John   Honorably Retired 

Stratman, Gary   Honorably Retired 

Walker, Carol   Honorably Retired 
Watson, Brock   Honorably Retired 

White, Jon   Honorably Retired 

Williams, Richard  Honorably Retired 

Williamson, Roger  Honorably Retired 
Winzenried, Dennis   Honorably Retired 

Young, Karl   Honorably Retired 

 
2.  John Calvin Presbytery has parity at meetings. As of December 31, 2021, there were approximately 42 active 

ministers in the presbytery. There are 44 churches, two of which can bring two commissioners, making a 

possible total of 46 ruling elder commissioners. There are also five commissioned ruling elders serving 

churches. 
 

3.  Concerning John Calvin Presbytery’s Overture to General Assembly (“On Benefit Equity Among Mid 

Council Executive Staff”), the following presbyteries and synods have registered their concurrence: 
de Cristo Presbytery 

  Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery 

  Glacier Presbytery 
  Hudson River Presbytery 

  Southern Kansas Presbytery 
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  Synod of Lincoln Trails 

  Synod of Mid-America 

  Synod of the Sun 
 

4.   Thank you to all Clerks of Session and Pastors who completed their annual statistics and presbytery reports  

in a timely manner! 
 

********** Concludes the Stated Clerk Report **********  
 

Moderator Jim Holt asked all to prepare hearts and minds for worship and asked the Reverend John 

Anderson to lead in prayer. 

 

SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP    

Elder Jim Holt, moderator of presbytery read the necrology report as part of the worship service. 
 

Ruling Elders who died in 2021 

 

Ash Grove, Missouri – United Methodist-Presbyterian Church  Linda Birch  

Ash Grove, Missouri – United Methodist-Presbyterian Church  Jim Frieze 

Ash Grove, Missouri – United Methodist-Presbyterian Church  Joe Hatch 
Ash Grove, Missouri – United Methodist-Presbyterian Church  Helen Viera 

Baxter Springs, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church   George R. ( Bob ) Abbott 

Carlyle, Kansas – Carlyle Presbyterian Church    Melevin Guenther 

Carthage, Missouri – First Presbyterian Church    Billie McMichael 
Carthage, Missouri – First Presbyterian Church    Betty Weaver 

Carthage, Missouri – First Presbyterian Church    Dr. L. E. ( Ed ) Engle 

Chanute, Kanas – First Presbyterian Church    Phyllis Sesher 
Crane, Missouri – Crane Presbyterian Church    John ( Dale ) Wiley 

Crane, Missouri – Crane Presbyterian Church     Pamela Krouscup 

Crane, Missouri – Crane Presbyterian Church     Janell Webb 

Erie, Kansas – Federated Presbyterian Church    Marguerite Naanes 
Forsyth, Missouri – Community Presbyterian Church   Gladys (Glad) Haltom  

Fort Scott, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church    Gene Farmer 

Fort Scott, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church    Thelma Thomas  
Fort Scott, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church    Clara Schwartz   

Galena, Missouri – St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at Hideaway  Helen Hall 

Hollister, Missouri – Hollister Presbyterian Church     Alta Mae Cary 
Hollister, Missouri – Hollister Presbyterian Church   Eric Quinn 

Iola, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church     Connie McWhirter 

Iola, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church     Reta Ensminger 

Joplin, Missouri – First Presbyterian Church    Patti Miller 
Kimberling City, Missouri – St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  Jack Lashley 

Kimberling City, Missouri – St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  Bob Jones 

Kimberling City, Missouri – St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  Virginia Fogerson 
Mt. Vernon, Missouri – First Presbyterian Church   Connie Stemmons 

Mt. Vernon, Missouri – Ozark Prairie (Brick) Presbyterian Church Bobby Samuels 

Mt. Vernon, Missouri – Ozark Prairie (Brick) Presbyterian Church Jane Ann Hall 
Mt. Vernon, Missouri – Ozark Prairie (Brick) Presbyterian Church Jim Moore 

Parsons, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church    Kay ( Richmire ) Lawrence 

Parsons, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church    Beverley ( Oatman ) Wood 

Parsons, Kansas – First Presbyterian Church    William David ( Pete ) Hughes 
Pittsburg, Kansas – The Presbyterian Church    Martha ( Bailey ) Murphy 

Pittsburg, Kansas – The Presbyterian Church    Janet Pittman 



John Calvin Presbytery                                                                                                                            Two Hundred Fifth Stated Meeting 
February 26, 2022                                          Bethany Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri 
                                                                            ( Zoom Videoconference ) 

 

8 

Pittsburg, Kansas – The Presbyterian Church    Charlene Schoenfeldt 

Shell Knob, Missouri – Trinity Presbyterian Church   Clyde Dickerson 

Shell Knob, Missouri – Trinity Presbyterian Church   LaRoyce Arnold 
Springfield, Missouri – Hillcrest Presbyterian Church   Wayne Keltner 

Springfield, Missouri – Hillcrest Presbyterian Church   Dee Smith 

Springfield, Missouri – Southminster Presbyterian Church  Curtis Finney 
Springfield, Missouri – Southminster Presbyterian Church  Rosemary Finney 

Springfield, Missouri – Southminster Presbyterian Church  June Meyer 

Springfield, Missouri – Trinity Presbyterian Church PCUSA  Phyllis Holmes 

Springfield, Missouri – Trinity Presbyterian Church PCUSA  R. Todd Morriss 
Springfield, Missouri – Trinity Presbyterian Church PCUSA  Elizabeth Sweet 

Springfield, Missouri – Westminster Presbyterian Church  Yates Trotter 

Webb City, Missouri – First Presbyterian Church   Marjorie Auld 
Webb City, Missouri – First Presbyterian Church   Darlene Fairchilds 

Willard, Missouri – Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church  Raymond Hardman 

Willow Springs, Missouri – Willow Springs Presbyterian Church  Robert S. Shotwell  

 
The Reverend Bill Davis from Wellshire Presbyterian Church in Denver, Colorado preached the sermon.  

Commissioned Ruling Elder Tim Oster presided at the Table and Holy Communion was observed.  Offerings were 

made online and by mail. The offering will be divided evenly between John Calvin Presbytery’s Creative Ministry 
Grant and Bethany Presbyterian Church to benefit Fostering Hope which serves the foster care community in Jasper 

County, Missouri.  The offering total will be announced at the 206th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery, May 

19, 2022.    
 

 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship **********  

 

 

Following worship, the educational time was provided by Clare Lewis, Vice President of Sales & Marketing for 

Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program.  Clare educated those in attendance about the many services offered by 

Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program (PILP). 
 

********** Concludes Educational Time **********  

 
 

REPORT OF THE PASTORAL PRESBYTER                                                  ELDER MALINDA SPENCER  

When ministers of the Word and Sacrament are called as pastor… of a congregation, they are to be responsible for a 

quality of life and relationships that commends the gospel to all persons and that communicates its joy and justice.  
The Book of Order (G-2.0504) spells out the responsibilities of a pastor.   
 

Recently there was a thread on the Facebook page Happy to Be a Presbyterian inviting pastors to say what they love 

most about fulfilling these responsibilities.  Here are some excerpts, in the words of several pastors: 
 

WORSHIP 

I love writing sermons, even though sometimes it’s hard, and empowering someone’s good idea to benefit the 

community—that is a great feeling! 
 

The privilege of a pulpit. The opportunity to lead folk through the Scriptures and encourage them to open their 

hearts to God in worship. 
 

Preaching and delving into Scripture while preparing sermons 
 

The honor of speaking God's word, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to others and to myself. 

 
I love the entire Sunday morning encounter. Spending time visiting people, spirit filled worship, preaching and 

responding. 
 



John Calvin Presbytery                                                                                                                            Two Hundred Fifth Stated Meeting 
February 26, 2022                                          Bethany Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri 
                                                                            ( Zoom Videoconference ) 

 

9 

My deepest passion has always been shaping and leading worship. 
 

The privilege of proclaiming the Word and administering the sacraments. 
 

EVANGELISM 

I love it when God uses our ministry to bring someone to faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

I love to share the good news of Jesus Christ! It really is tremendously good news. I love to see Jesus transform 

people's lives. 
 

PASTORAL CARE 

Pastoral care is number 1 for me. 
 

The privilege of being invited into the most important experiences in people's lives. 
 

It is those moments when one has the opportunity to walk alongside another person in time of joy or sorrow. 
 

The opportunity to listen and pray with folks. 
 

What is a joy to me, is the invitation to travel with people on their faith journey and to have the opportunity to 
encourage them on their faith journey. 

 

Talking to someone that just needs to be listened to and getting that feeling of stepping back and letting the Spirit 

in. 
 

I enjoy the sharing that comes with pastoral care. I feel blessed when I am trusted by others with their fears, joys, 

and/ or stories. 
 

I love the small quiet moments where something is shared because I am entrusted with it, and I can give some 

affirmation that helps people find their way. And no one can see it, and I will never talk about it. It's the invisible 
work that makes me feel cloaked in the Holy Spirit. 

 

SPIRITUAL NATURE 

I love the way I continue to grow in doing this pastor thing… and the way we are all invited to grow together. I 

can’t get enough of it. 
 

I love seeing the "Ah ha!" moments in others when scripture becomes clearer and makes sense and when they 
gain freedom from judgmental legalism and fear and see the wideness of God's grace. 

 

Being with and reminding the congregation that they are beloved children of God! Also the "lightbulb" moments 

when something I share hits home. 
 

I love visiting in institutions. I like being in the nursing home. I speak to everyone in the hall and smile with my 

eyes. I occasionally wear a clerical collar in these days of Covid masks. 
 

How their faith journeys inspire my own 
 

I love having the chance to explore the Scriptures with the congregation and to watch their faces when they heard 

something new or something that they had forgotten. 
 

Seeing people grow spiritually. 
 

KITCHEN SINK 

Preaching, teaching, pastoral care, and a little bit of administration. 
 

I love pronouncing people married to one another, and baptizing. Those things almost always being a tear to my 
eye. I don't lead youth ministry any more, or children's choir, but when I did I loved that I got paid to sing, hang 

out with teens, and go camping! 
 

Helping people develop a Christ-centered vision and hope for a future that they can tangibly work towards co-

creating together. 
 

Sundays, by far, are my best days on average. I like doing something that feels meaningful. I like having honest, 
deep conversations with people. I like nerding out about theology and history and ethics. I like building the kind 

of community I wish I'd found earlier in my life. 
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This may not put it exactly right but if you’re a compassionate people-person and are able to make a living loving 

and encouraging others and sharing God’s love, it’s really quite a remarkable thing. Because I simply cannot 

think of any other calling or profession or work that can be as naturally satisfying for me than ministry. 
 

I went to seminary because I thought it would be fun, because I wanted to learn stuff about the Bible and about 
church history that, as a lifelong Christian and former fundamentalist who thought he knew the Bible inside 

out.... blew my mind. I didn't know how much of being a pastor was going to be STILL GETTING TO LEARN 

THAT STUFF (because there's more there than you could find in a lifetime), and the icing on the cake is that I 

also get paid to talk to other people about the cool stuff that I've found. 
 

What's even more fun is that the members of my congregation ALSO THINK IT'S COOL THAT I LOVE DOING 
THAT. 

 

This might be a good week to ask your pastor what his or her favorite parts of the work are.  (If you are a pastor 

reading this, it’s a good question to ask yourself.)  Thanks be to God for the ministry of pastors, and for those who 
support that ministry. 

 

********** Concludes the Report of the Pastoral Presbyter **********  

 
REPORT OF BOARD OF PENSIONS     REVEREND KEVIN KEATON 

A report was heard from the Reverend Kevin Keaton, our church representative from Board of Pensions. Kevin  

spoke about the Assistance Program, Care Navigation and COVID Testing kits. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of Board of Pensions Representative ********** 

 
 

REPORT FROM TRANSITIONAL SYNOD EXECUTIVE        ELDER TONY De La ROSA  

Elder Tony De La Rosa, Transitional Synod Executive of Synod of Mid-America, brought greetings from the 

Synod. He thanked the congregations of JCP for their generosity and quality of leadership, announcing  
that the moderator of Synod is the Reverend Jennifer Dawson. Tony announced that in-person Transitional Ministry  

Training is scheduled for May 16 – May 20 in St. Louis.  He spoke briefly about Project Jubilee, Public Service  

Education Loan Forgiveness and Higher Education Grants for smaller churches, all works in progress, and provided 
a time for questions. 

 

********** Concludes the Report of Synod of Mid-America  ********** 
 

 

REPORT OF JC PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN             MODERATOR JOAN RUSSELL 

Presbyterian Women of John Calvin Presbytery are continuing to support our purpose: 
 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves 
to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 

to support the mission of the church worldwide, 

to work for justice and peace, and 
to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom. 
 

We have continued with the publication and distribution of "Women's Word"--our newsletter for the PW in our 

presbytery.  You can now find it in the JCP Notices at the time it is distributed to the churches.   
 

As we look forward, plans are underway for the "Spring Gathering":                

April 30, 2022 

Trinity Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Springfield, Missouri 

 

Our handbook/directory is being updated.  Bylaw changes and church contacts are being revised. 
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Some of us who have lost our PW groups during the pandemic in our own congregations are meeting with active 

groups in other churches. 
 

We continue to care for our own and our communities. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of JC Presbyterian Women *********** 

 
 

REPORT OF THE MISSION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE      REVEREND BECKY SCHWANDT 

Moderator of Mission and Nurture Committee, the Reverend Becky Schwandt told of the committee’s actions. 

 
Reviewed JCP Advent Study Christmas In The Four Gospel Homes by Cynthia M. Campbell. Noted that the study 

participation remained steady for all four weeks and we had a good representation from churches across the 

presbytery. 
 

Discussed JCP Lenten Study opportunities and decided to offer the 7 Marks of Vital Congregations starting March 

1st at 7:00 PM.  The study will be held via Zoom and run for 7 consecutive weeks finishing the Tuesday of Holy 
Week.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend whether or not your church is officially signed up for VCI.  

 

The Triennium subcommittee met and, in light of the PC(USA) cancelling of Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2022, 

asks that JCP churches save the following dates for two summer events for rising freshmen through just graduated 
seniors: 

 ~ Gather and Grow at Shoal Kirk - June 26th - 28th (Drop off and pick up will both be at     5:00 PM) 

 ~ Learn and Serve - July 28th - 31st (Times are locations are TBA) 
 

********** Concludes the Report of Mission and Nurture Committee *********** 

 

 
REPORT OF VITAL CONGREGATIONS INITIATIVE                          REVEREND JENNIFER DAWSON 

The Vital Congregations Initiative is gathering momentum throughout the presbytery. One question I am frequently 

asked is “Do you think this congregation is vital”? My answer is always “yes”. All congregations have some degree 
of vitality. Part of the work we are doing with VCI is helping to discover and build on that vitality. 

 

This first quarter of 2022 has seen Rev. Chris Miller and I lead an informational zoom meeting. The video of that 

meeting has been made available through the JCP Notices. We are also providing updates on a regular basis to 
those congregations who are signed up to participate. There are also other conversations and meetings we are 

having with individuals and congregations who may still have questions. 

 
We have worked with the Mission and Nurture Committee to offer a Lenten bible study on the Seven Marks of 

Discipleship. I am very grateful to the committee as a whole and especially to Celeste Dahlgren who has been 

faithful to help handle all the set up for the study.   
 

All are invited to attend this zoom study, either with your congregation or as an individual. The marks of vitality 

are truly helpful in measuring how vital your congregation is, finding places to nurture vitality, and offering 

language to build common ground. 
 

Training remains ongoing for your VCI facilitators. Please be in prayer for us and for all the congregations 

engaging in the brave and rewarding work as they follow the Spirit’s call. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of Vital Congregations Initiative **********  
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REPORT OF THE ANTI-RACISM COMMITTEE         REVEREND JENNIFER DAWSON 

Jennifer spoke briefly about the Overture from Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery, “An Apology to African Americans 

for the Sin of Slavery and It’s Legacy.” 
 

 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL                                                  ELDER TONI SPIETH  
Moderator of General Council, Elder Toni Spieth moved that Presbytery concur with the Giddings-Lovejoy 

Overture, “An Apology to African Americans For the Sin Of Slavery and It’s Legacy”.  A time of questions 

and discussion was given.  The motion was approved.  
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Toni moved that the Bylaws be amended as follows, removing the word with strike-through and adding the 

words in red: 

2.00  John Calvin Presbytery shall ordinarily hold stated meetings four (4) times each year according 
to the following schedule:  

 

The last Saturday in February, the third Thursday in May, the first Monday Thursday in August, 
and the first Saturday in November.  These dates may be altered by the General Council when 
deemed necessary.   

 

Toni reminded all that the first reading to this change was announced at the 204th Stated Meeting of John Calvin 

Presbytery on November 6, 2021. 
A time for questions, discussion and objections was given.  The motion was approved.    

 

Toni then reported that the offering total from the 204th Stated Meeting was $430.95.  $ 215.48 went to First 

Presbyterian Church of Neosho, Missouri which they donated to Restoration Life Center which serves the homeless 
and needy in Neosho. The remaining $ 215.47 went into the Creative Ministries Grant Fund of John Calvin 

Presbytery. 

 
FOR INFORMATION: 

1. Nominated Jim Holt (WMRE, Crane Presbyterian Church) to Presbytery to serve a second term on COR 

(Class of 2024). 

2. Called a meeting of John Calvin Presbytery on December 7th at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose of granting 
permission to First Presbyterian Church, Neosho, Missouri to sell their Manse and for First Presbyterian 

Church, Aurora, Missouri to sell 10 acres of property. 

3. Called a brief special meeting of John Calvin Presbytery on Wednesday, February 2, at 4 p.m. by Zoom to 
conduct this business:  

Act on a report of the Committee on Representation with nominations to elect:  

• A new teaching elder commissioner and alternate for General Assembly, since a change in 

circumstances has caused both of our previously elected commissioners to resign. 

• A moderator for Committee on Preparation for Ministry.. 

• A ruling elder to the Committee on Ministry 

     Approve host church for the February 26 stated meeting: Bethany Presbyterian Church, Joplin, Missouri 
     Establish an Administrative Commission to work with First Presbyterian Church Sarcoxie, Missouri, at     

          their request. 

     Examine a candidate for membership in the presbytery, for ordination, and for a part-time call as        
          installed pastor for the Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church of Willard, Missouri 

4 Recommended that Presbytery concur with the Giddings-Lovejoy Overture, “AN APOLOGY TO AFRICAN 

AMERICANS FOR THE SIN OF SLAVERY AND ITS LEGACY.” 

5. Approved the following dates for stated General Council meetings: 

     February 3 @ 10 a.m. 
     April 28 @ 10 a.m. 

     July 14 @ 10 a.m. 

     October 13 @ 1 p.m. 

6. Clarified report deadlines and roles in planning presbytery meetings. (The Worship Planning Team will be 

comprised of the Presbytery Moderator-Elect, Host Pastor, and Preacher, planning ahead as much as 

possible.) 

7. Approved donating $250 to the Presbyterian Leadership Formation program.  (If possible, the money 
should come out of funds left over from Budget Line #6216.) 

8. Approved docket and logistics for February 26, 2022, stated Presbytery meeting. 

9. Approved sending the honorarium ($125) for the Reverend Bill Davis (preacher for the February 26, 2022 

Presbytery meeting) to the Presbyterian Association of Musicians (at his request) 
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10. Approved reading the Necrology during worship at the February 26, 2022, Presbytery meeting. 

11. Approved paying Tech Soup $57 for the availability of half-price Zoom renewal to 99 of our entities, and 

to publicize this discount. 

12. Created a Grant Subcommittee consisting of Kira Anderson, Chris Artemenko, Reina Daleske, Jim Holt, 
Malinda Spencer and Dennis Winzenried to review the Transformation Grant request from St. Andrew 

Presbyterian church of Kimberling City, Missouri and to bring recommendations to Council 

13. Created a Structure & Documents Subcommittee comprised of Toni Spieth, Beth Kick and Joan Russell to 
conduct the annual review of efficacy of the [presbytery] structure and the Manual of Operations and to 

bring recommendations to Council.  (Section 7.00 in the Manual of Operations specifies that this annual 

review be conducted.) 

14. Approved recommendations from the Administrative Ministries Committee that “Steps for Sale of 
Property” become a policy of John Calvin Presbytery. 

15. Directed that all funds given to John Calvin Presbytery for refugee resettlement be placed under Budget 

Line 4016 (Directed Shared Mission) and distributed to refugee resettlement organizations recognized by 

John Calvin Presbytery. 

16. Began planning future Presbytery meetings. 

 

********** Concludes the General Council Report *********** 

 

 

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE               REVEREND BOB DAHLGREN  

All actions from the Administrative Ministries Committee were approved as part of the Consent Agenda. 

 

Actions taken: 

1. Reviewed and approved minutes of meeting and email votes through November 23, 2021 

2. Reviewed and approved the financial reports from Community Foundation of the Ozarks:  John Calvin 

Presbytery Fund July 1 – December 31, 2021 and John Calvin Presbytery Cash Fund July 1 – December 

31, 2021 

3. Reviewed and approved JCP Budget vs Actuals:  2021 Budget FY21 P&L January – December 2021 

4. Reviewed and approved Per Capita, Shared Mission, Special Offerings January – December 2021 

5. Reviewed and approved JCP Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2021 

6. Reviewed and approved PCUSA New Covenant Mutual Funds JCP Mission Endowment Program Church 

Development January 1 – December 31, 2021 and PCUSA New Covenant Mutual Funds JCP Mission 
Endowment Program Unrestricted Fund January 1 – December 31, 2021 

7. Reviewed and approved PCUSA Investment & Loan Program Inc: PCUSA Loan Program:  Guarantor’s 

Report / Mortgage Grant Report as of 9/30/2021 

8. Reviewed and approved the KPM audit (John Calvin Presbytery Independent Accountants’ Review Report 
and Financial Statements Years Ended December 31, 2020 and 2019) 

9. Reviewed and approved the invoice dated 212/31/2021 for payment to KPM for auditing services. 

10. Voted in the affirmative to allow Treasurer Dennis Winzenried to sign an agreement for future services 

from KPM 

11. Reviewed and approved JCP Steps for the Sale of Property 

 

 

 

DOCUMENT 

JCP Steps for the Sale of Property 
 

1
st
.  Session shall call a congregational meeting for the purpose of voting to authorize the sale of the property.  

 

2
nd

.  Session shall obtain permission from the Administrative Ministries Committee to list the property for sale. 
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Note:   If the Administrative Ministries Committee deems it necessary, at any point in this process they may 

recommend that an Administrative Commission be created to help the church through the sales 

process. The Administrative Commission would be created by action of the Presbytery. 
 

3
rd

.  Once a buyer has made a reasonable offer, and the trustees of the congregation want to accept the offer, 

session shall call a second congregational meeting to share the details of the sale and have it approved by a 

vote of the congregation.  
 

4
th

.  If the congregation votes to accept the offer, the following information should be provided by email to the 

Executive Presbyter, Stated Clerk, and Administrative Ministries Committee Moderator. 
 

Church name and city 
 

Phone and email address of contact person for more information 
 

Details of the Sales Agreement: 
 

Street address of the property 
 

Legal description of the property 
 

Buyer’s name(s) 
 

Price 
 

Terms of the sale 
 

Date of congregational meeting 
 

Proposed date of closing 
 

Name of Title Company 
 

Steps taken to assure a fair price (appraisal, realtor interview, etc.) 
 

Buyer’s relationship to the church 
 

Reason for selling the property 
 

Plans for the funds received 
 

Are there any outstanding loans or grants to be paid on the property? 
 

Copy of minutes of session meeting where session approved the sales contract.  
 

Copy of minutes of congregational meeting where congregation approved the sales contract. 
 

Note: Session must ascertain that the congregation has an unrestricted deed to the property. 
 

5
th

. Once the above information has been received by the AMC, they will deem the sale to be in order (or not) 

and vote to recommend the sale of the property to the Presbytery. 
 

6
th

.  Presbytery votes to approve or disapprove the sale (in either a stated or a called meeting). Stated clerk 

notifies the session of presbytery’s approval. 
 

7
th

.  The sale may proceed. 
 

 

********** Concludes the Document- Steps for the Sale of Property **********  
 

 

********** Concludes the report of the Administrative Ministries Committee **********  
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER                                                            REVEREND DENNIS WINZENRIED  

Total Income 2021 = $235,598.68 

 Per Capita Income = $100,363.96 or 42.6% of income 
 Shared Mission = $85,937.80 or 36.4% of income 

 Other Income = $49,296.92 or 21% of income 

 (Special offerings, grants, publications, etc.) 
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Total Expenses 2021 = $291,529.54 ($55,030.86 over income or 19.2% short) 

 Total Per Capita Expenses $115,982.72 or 40% of expenses 

Stated Clerk, Recording Clerk, Synod & GA Per Capita, Committee on Ministry, Committee on 
Preparations for Ministry, Administrative Ministry,  

Committee on Representation/Nominating 

 Total Shared Mission & other expenses $175,546.82 or 60% of expenses. 
Executive Presbyter, Mission & Nurture Committee, Creative Ministry Grants, Small Church Resources & 

Support, Transitional Pastor Expenses, Shared Mission gifts to Synod and General Assembly.  
 

For me highlights of 2021. Facing the challenges related to the Covid-19 pandemic and continuing with ministry 

and mission in Christ’s name.  
 

The giving out of Covid Grants to churches ($49,220) for ministry to their community ($26,400) and upgrades in 

technology in the church ($22,820). And then sharing funds still set aside for refugee resettlement in our area 

($11,080).  
 

The contracting with Greg Emery to assist churches in transition. In a time when it is hard to find transitional 

pastors for all churches looking for a pastor, this helps our churches look inward, listen outward and hear God’s call 

to ministry and mission in the coming days and years. So far Greg has been able to assist 4 of our churches during 
their time between pastors.  
 

Our Executive Presbyter, Malinda Spencer, has been able to stay in touch with the churches in the presbytery, help 

us see ways we can connect even when we can’t be together and be available to churches, ministers, and ruling 
elders.  
 

As you look over the 2021 financials, give thanks for the gifts entrusted to the presbytery to help us minister one  

with another. As the reports raise questions for you, don’t hesitate to reach out to me. I’ll be glad to try to answer  

your question or find someone who can. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Treasurer **********  

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION  - Part 1  ELDER SARAH MUEGGE 

Moderator Sarah Muegge moved that the following by elected to begin serving immediately upon election: 

 

The Reverend Laura Agee, WFTE, for Mission and Nurture Committee, completing an unexpired term 

through 2023. 

 

The Reverend Dr. Deanna Womack, WFTE, Member at large, for Ordination Exam Reader completing an 

unexpired term through 2024.    

 
TE – Teaching Elder  RE—Ruling Elder  F – Female   M – Male 
W – White  AA – African American A – Asian American 

 

No second was needed.  Nominations were invited from the floor.  The motion was approved. 

 
On behalf of the Committee on Representation, Sarah moved that nominations from the floor be accepted to 

elect a Female Ruling Elder to serve as alternate commissioner to General Assembly this summer 2022. No 

seconded was needed. Motion was approved. 
 

Sarah then explained the duties of an alternate commissioner.  Due to ongoing concerns of COVID-19, General 

Assembly will be a combination of live and remote meetings. Most commissioners will spend four nights and three 

full days in Louisville for Assembly meetings. Those assigned to the first group (A-D) will have an additional two 
days and nights in Louisville so they can constitute the in-person quorum required for Plenary 1. The Assembly 

budget covers travel to Louisville as well as lodging and meals for the commissioners during the time of in-person 

sessions. All those attending General Assembly need to block the time of June 17-July 9 until they have been 
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notified of their assembly committee assignment. Commissioners will be notified no later than February 28 of their 

committee assignment. After this notification, the calendar may be freed up for times not assigned to committee 

work. 
 

No nominations from the floor were forthcoming. Rev. Dennis Winzenried moved that the request for nominations 

from the floor be postponed until after the remaining docketed reports had been heard to provide time to contact 
potential nominees. The motion was seconded and approved.  

 

 

********** Concludes Part 1 of the Report of the Committee on Representation *********** 

 

 

 
 REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY                                   MODERATOR REINA DALESKE  

The motions from the Committee on Ministry were approved in the Consent Agenda.   

 

FOR INFORMATION (Actions Taken): 
1. Received multiple reports from COM liaisons 

2. Conducted exit interviews 

3. Appointed the Reverend Bill Havens as moderator for the session of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora, 
Missouri 

4. Approved the Reverend John Nipper to preach for four (4) consecutive Sundays at First Presbyterian 

Church of Joplin, Missouri, during the Anderson parental leave in 2022 

5. Assigned the Reverend Jane Huffstetler to serve as a substitute liaison to First Presbyterian Church of 
Aurora, Missouri, during Kira Andersons’s parental leave 

6. Approved COM meeting dates for the year 

7. Approved Elder Jonathan Kimball to baptize an individual in the congregation of First Presbyterian Church 

of Rolla, Missouri 

8. Approved the Reverend James Lee to preach for First Presbyterian Church of Carthage, Missouri, up to 
twice a month 

9. Received a Transitional Pastor’s report 

10. Approved the Reverend Dr. Jared Witt to do pre-marital counseling and officiate wedding at First 

Presbyterian Church of Fort Scott, Kansas 

11. Approved Toni Spieth to moderate the congregational meeting at First Presbyterian Church of Scammon, 

Kansas 

12. Appointed Elder Bill Agnew to mentor two CRE’s 

13. Placed the Reverend Sheth LaRue on the Pulpit Supply list 

14. Appointed a subcommittee to review the MIF for First Presbyterian Church, Carthage, Missouri 

15. Approved Dennis Pirkle to celebrate communion on Easter and other appropriate days during 2022 or until 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at Hideaway obtains a Teaching Elder 

16. Granted a waiver of limitation on terms of service for Elders and Deacons for First Presbyterian Church of 
Neosho, Missouri 

17. Approved the Reverend Greg Esselman to preach for the Reverend Chris Miller at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church PCUSA, of Springfield, Missouri, during parental leave. 

18. Appointed the Reverend Greg Esselman to mentor Daniel S. Lee at Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, 
of Willard, Missouri 

19. CLC training was given to COM members 

20. Assisted with two churches meeting to discuss sharing a pastor 

21. Discussed financial implications of churches with grants selling their building 

22. Recommended Administrative Commission to ordain and install Daniel S. Lee 

 

********** Concludes the Report of the Committee on Ministry **********  
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REPORT OF SARCOXIE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION  MODERATOR TONI SPIETH  

Presbyters heard a report from Toni Spieth, moderator of the Administrative Commission working with First  

Presbyterian Church of Sarcoxie, Missouri. 
 
 

Minutes of Administrative Commission working with First, Sarcoxie  
 

2021-12-14  First Presbyterian Church Sarcoxie  Toni Spieth    
   317 3rd Street, Sarcoxie, Missouri 
 

10 a.m.—Meeting began with self-introductions around the table.  Those present: 

   Sarcoxie Members:  Carolyn Conway, Ralph Brooks, Bill York, and Deanna Velton 
 

Administration Commission Members: Rev. Jack Cormack, Marga Pogue, Kathleen Strait Treasurer, Toni Spieth 

Moderator and Malinda Spencer Presbyter JCP 
 

Toni opened with prayer and discussion ensued as to thoughts toward closing the church.  The three utilities will 
continue to be paid as well as Deanna who takes care of the church, Brotherhood Premium Insurance and Rod 

Reynolds maintenance.  It was moved and seconded to place Kathleen on the only bank account.  Motion passes.  

Carolyn and Kathleen will attend to this after the meeting with a note signed by this commission and church members.  

There is approximately $22,000 in the bank.  
 

Several years ago, the church gave the Community Foundation of the Ozarks $60,000 and Wildwood Grade School 

$60,000 for needy children.  Two and half years ago, the church gave the High School $60,000. In 2020, the church 

gave the School Archery Team $20,000.  This month they are planning to give $1000 to a 7th grader with cancer, 
Clay Wormington $1000. 
 

Carolyn will contact the Presbyterian Foundation to ascertain what amount is in the account and who has been 

designated beneficiary.  
  

There are three properties to consider 1) the church building 2) rental house directly connected to the lot and 3) 

another lot connected to the church building.  The members agreed to contact Pam Millard—Realtor and share her 

email and phone number with the commission.  
 

The meeting finished with a tour of the church and Toni closed with prayer.  It was agreed to meet again at the church 

on Tuesday, January 18, 2022, at the church.  

 

2022-1-18  First Presbyterian Church Sarcoxie             

317 3
rd

 Street 
 

10 a.m.—Meeting began with self-introductions around the table. Sarcoxie Members present:  Carolyn Conway, 

Ralph Brooks, (Bill York and wife absent due to being COVID +), Deanna Velton, Pam & Zack Millard, mother, and 
son Realtor Associates with Charles Burt Realty Company.   

Pam’s number is 417-437-5888  pamelamillard@charlsburt.com   
 

Administration Commission Members present: Rev. Jack Cormack, Marga Pogue, Kathleen Strait Treasurer, and 
Toni Spieth Moderator 
 

Toni opened with prayer and gave an overview of John Calvin Presbytery’s Mission.  Jack suggested that realtors 

discuss their findings first so would not have to stay for the whole meeting. Pam had done some research and found 
a church in Pierce City with roof issues that sold for $40,000 and a month later was sold for $59,000. She did not 

know who bought either time. She sees Sarcoxie Presbyterian as having three properties that if sold separately could 

bring a better price. We thanked them for their willingness to work with all of us and would get back to them what 

decisions were made later today. We reminded her that it mattered who bought the church when looking at offers. 
 

Toni opened with a review of the financial situation of the church. There is $305,000 in an irrevocable trust with the 
Presbyterian Foundation with no designated beneficiary should the church close. $12,000 is allocated annually to the 

church.   
 

mailto:pamelamillard@charlsburt.com
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Toni asked several questions all together for the three members to be thinking about. 1) Do you have the energy to 

revitalize yourself? 2) Do you want to close? 3) If you could be part of something different or if there is something 

we could do better together, are you willing? 
 

Jack was asked to lead the discussion. He reminded us there is always tension between what we want to do ourselves 

individually and what would be best for the church. Jack serves an all-black church and an all-white church with 

different ways of worshipping in the Sunday Service. The Pandemic has pushed us to do church differently.  Jack 
had conversations with others in the Presbytery.  How do we pool resources to support the local church?  Could we 

pool resources doing church differently knowing we cannot do it alone.  Information history is rich, deep, and good 

about what worked before, but the death knell sentence is “we have never/always done it that way.”  How do we 

move forward?  One important piece is that each church needs to have a depth of people who can fill in when the 
pastor is absent.  Hillcrest has five and Gibson has three. What are the lay people resources in the area?  Churches 

need to be willing to play together.  There are six churches in Springfield and when he came to be the new Pastor at 

Hillcrest, he received only one call to welcome him. The churches have not been willing to do VBS together. One 
church said, “You can send your kids to ours.”   
 

Jack notes the difference between older fire fighters/first responders and younger ones. The older ones want to hash 

out what happened to be a support to one another. The younger ones want to sit away from the group on their phones 

and get on their way out of the door. Kitchen table talk is important, and more churches are going that direction. A 

church in Alaska decided to have church at 3 p.m. and then gather together @ 4 p.m. for a meal. This helped their 
church grow.   
 

Toni asked the Sarcoxie members what they might be thinking.  Carolyn said at first, she did not want to sell but 

thought after our first meeting, it was time to close. Now she just doesn’t know what direction to go. Ralph and Bill 

took turns in the pulpit, but one is 90 and the other in his 70’s.  They felt they weren’t moving forward and worried 
that no preacher wants to preach to 4 to 6 people.   
 

Jack mentioned the 1001 New Worshipping Communities that the Presbyterian Church is in the process of 
developing. One church meets in a Tattoo Parlor in Pittsburgh, PA. He thought Sarcoxie could be an outreach center 

for youth and have worship.  Sarcoxie could be and do a variety of things.  He also reminded them that they are 

beloved of God and that “you are honest people of faith” worthy of having a church.  Jack has a deep passion for the 
church and asked, “Can we create something bigger than ourselves?”  He doesn’t know if other churches are willing 

to play. Deanna knew there was another small family church in town that might want to join and their minister was 

willing to preach.     
 

Jack said the church moves slowly which can prevent knee-jerk reactions but can also be difficult. COVID has pressed 

the pause button.   
 

Carolyn said she has no clue how to go forward.  Margo likes the idea of another Presbyterian congregation as does 
Toni noting that Aurora has just lost a full-time pastor.   
 

Toni decided to give the three time alone to discuss their thoughts and feelings, so the Admin Commission went 

outside. Sixteen minutes later, we were called back into the room. 
 

Carolyn said that the members, including the one ill at home, were not quite ready to sell/close the church. They need 

some time to rally others and think the organist would like to join again. She asked for any resources the Presbytery 

had to offer and especially needed technological help to obtain the right screen etc. for possible You Tube or 

Facebook services of other Presbyterian Churches.  
 

Jack encouraged having more communal services rather than looking at the back of people’s heads.  Remember that 

the Lord’s Supper was around a table and the early churches were not sitting in pews. The Alaskans worship the way 

the white conquerors worship and are trying to find a better way forward. Of the 27 components of Worship, Hillcrest 
chose five and Gibson Chapel requested a more traditional service. Each can be done. One church had children 

dancing in the aisle for the first time in their history.  Jack asked, “How can we connect worship with everyday life 

instead of separating the two? “He said, “Think wildly and reimagine since Sarcoxie has this moment in time to do a 

new thing.” He asked, “are you interested in other churches for pulpit supply and pooling of resources?” And Carolyn 
wasn’t sure what Sarcoxie had to offer.   
 

At 11:45 a.m. we closed with prayer together and set a date for next month February 15, Tuesday at 10 a.m. to meet 

in Sarcoxie and discuss what has transpired in the last month. 
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********** Concludes the Report of the Sarcoxie Administrative Commission **********  

 

REPORT OF THE TRANSITIONAL PROJECT                                                     MAUDANNE PURSLEY     
On May 25, 2021 our former pastor announced she was accepting a call in Florida.   We were surprised but the 

Presbytery was there to help.  They recommended using Greg Emery as a consultant as we went through the process 
of finding a new pastor.  We learned he had experience in business as well as being a ruling elder from Memphis.  

He would be available to offer guidance remotely.  Greg would be doing some of the work of an interim pastor.  We 

knew there were some in the congregation who felt we should have an interim pastor but with the pandemic and the 
shortage of pastors wanting to serve in this capacity, that would have been nearly impossible. 
  

Greg started working with our session and clerk almost immediately. We had our first congregation wide zoom 

meeting on June 27.  He was informative and easy to understand.  He suggested reading Neighborhood Church – 
Transforming your Congregation into a Powerhouse for Mission. He assigned homework. He made us think!  He has 

encouraged us to recognize the changing trends in church attendance in the world and in our community. He has 

helped us to see the importance of using our church as a place to help those in need.  That help should be given to 

others without thinking they will become a member of our church.   
  

In September he was travelling through Rolla and was able to meet with some session members face to face.  He was 

able to get a better idea of the community. 
  

Since we have formed our PNC, Greg has met by zoom with the committee.  Our PNC is made up of five members 
who have never been on the PNC before.  He has been supportive and patient.  He has guided us in starting the process 

of completing the MIF.  We just finished the Leadership Competencies section.  Greg suggested we look over the 

descriptions carefully to see if some had the same information.  This helped us to eliminate some of the characteristics.   
  

We feel Greg has been an asset in this process.  He has been helpful and supportive.  He is available anytime we have 

needed to contact him. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Transitional Project **********  

 

 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION  - Part 2      ELDER SARAH MUEGGE 

Moderator Jim Holt returned to the postponed matter of nominating a female Ruling Elder Alternate Commissioner 

to the 2022 General Assembly.  The Rev. Dennis Winzenried nominated Toni Spieth (WFRE) as Alternate 

Commissioner to General Assembly this summer. Toni agreed to serve if needed. Hearing no further 
nominations, Jim asked for a second. The motion was seconded and approved with thanks for Toni’s willingness to 

serve.  

********** Concludes Part 2 of the Report of the Committee on Representation **********  
 

 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS         REVEREND DIANE COOKE 

To Bethany Presbyterian Church...  
You have welcomed us to gather in Christ's name as a community of faith, created by God, and united in purpose. 

We have been inspired in worship, fed by the scriptures and the sacrament, and encouraged to share together in 

mission. By God's grace, we are better together. Be it resolved that we, John Calvin Presbytery, give thanks to God 
for your faith and your faithfulness. You have gladdened our hearts, and we thank you. 

 

 

Elder Dennis Pirkle moved that the meeting adjourn. The motion was seconded and approved.  
 

The Reverend Daniel Davis led the body in a closing prayer. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 
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