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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY  

CALLED MEETING  
  

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT  
    Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.    
    Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.    
    Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry.  

  

The Called Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Moderator, Elder Jim Holt.  Jim 

welcomed all in attendance. The meeting was opened with prayer offered by the Reverend Greg Esselman, 

followed by a reading of Psalm 130 by Executive Presbyter Malinda Spencer.  

 
The purpose of this meeting was to act on a report of the Committee on Representation, approve a host church, 

establish an Administrative Commission, and examine a candidate for ministry.  

 
 Everyone was instructed how to vote during the videoconference.   
  
There were no new elders or ministers to John Calvin Presbytery.  
  
Based on attendance and the participation list, Stated Clerk Beth Kick declared that a quorum was present for this 

called meeting of John Calvin Presbytery.  (A quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the 

presbytery shall consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present providing that 
at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.)  

 

ATTENDANCE: The attendance for the Called Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was 47 and as follows:  
Eleven ( 11 ) Teaching Elders serving a church  
Three ( 3 ) Teaching Elders, honorably retired 

Two ( 2 ) Teaching Elders, Member at large 

Three ( 3 ) Commissioned Ruling Elders, serving a church  
Fifteen ( 15 ) Ruling Elders  
Four ( 4 ) Moderators of Presbytery, General Council and Committees  

Three ( 3 ) Staff of John Calvin Presbytery 
Six ( 6 ) Guests  
Fourteen ( 14 ) Churches were represented by elder commissioners.  

  

   
COMMUNITY  

  
CHURCH  

  
TEACHING ELDER or 

CRE  

Present  
Excused  
Absent  

  
RULING ELDER  
COMMISSIONER  

Ash Grove, MO  U. Methodist / Presbyterian  Crews, Joe  Absent  Absent  
Aurora, MO  First Presbyterian  Havens, Bill  Present  Absent 
Baxter Springs, KS  First Presbyterian  Gantt, Larry  Absent  Absent  
Carlyle, KS  Carlyle Presbyterian  Traw, Steve  Absent  Crawford, Carol 
Carthage, MO  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Chanute, KS  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Dawson, Mary  
Crane, MO  Crane Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant Holt, Linda  
Crocker, MO  Crocker Presbyterian  Agnew, Bill  Absent Absent 
Erie, KS  Federated Presbyterian  Choi, Shella  Absent  Absent  
Everton, MO  Hampton Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Forsyth, MO  Community Presbyterian  LeBlanc, Frank Present Click, Reed 

Fort Scott, KS  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant Campbell, Craig 
Galena, MO  St. Andrew @ Hideaway  Vacant  Vacant Pirkle, Dennis 
Golden City, MO  First Presbyterian  Iannucilli, Christine  Present Absent  
Greenfield, MO  Ebenezer Presbyterian  Bartels, Robert  Absent  Absent  
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Hollister, MO  Hollister Presbyterian  Cherry, Clancy  Present  Wilson, Bob 
Iola, KS  First Presbyterian  Davis, Daniel  Present  Gilpin, Jim 
Joplin, MO  Bethany Presbyterian  Oster, Tim  Absent Absent  
Joplin, MO  First Presbyterian  Anderson, Kira  Absent Spieth, Toni 
Joplin, MO  First Presbyterian  Anderson, John  Absent Whittington, Lorraine 
Kimberling City  St. Andrew Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant Thomas, Shelley  
Mt. Vernon, MO  First Presbyterian  Mercer, Julie  Excused  Absent  
Mt. Vernon, MO  Ozark Prairie Presbyterian  Schwandt, Becky  Absent Absent  
Mt. View, MO  First Presbyterian  Cooke, Diane  Present  Absent  
Mulberry, KS  United Presbyterian  Cuthbertson, Bob  Present Absent  
Neosho, MO  First Presbyterian  Lee, William  Excused Absent 
Nevada, MO  First Presbyterian  Agee, Laura Present  Absent 
Ozark, MO  Ozark Presbyterian  Schwandt, Becky  Absent Absent  
Parsons, KS  First Presbyterian  Dawson, Jennifer  Present Absent  
Pittsburg, KS  Presbyterian Church  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Pittsburg, KS  Presbyterian Church  -------------------------  ----------  Absent  
Rolla, MO  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant Absent  
Sarcoxie, MO  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Scammon, KS  First Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Absent  
Shell Knob, MO  Trinity Presbyterian  Wobbema, Peggy  Present Absent  
Springfield, MO  Gibson Chapel Presbyterian  Cormack, Jack  Present  Absent  
Springfield, MO  Hillcrest Presbyterian  Cormack, Jack  Present  Absent  
Springfield, MO  Southminster Presbyterian  Groote, Marvin  Excused Absent  
Springfield, MO  Trinity PCUSA  Miller, Chris  Present  Johnson, Cletus  
Springfield, MO  Trinity PCUSA  ----------------------------  ---------  Absent 
Springfield, MO  UMHE  Vacant  Vacant  -----------------------  
Springfield, MO  Westminster Presbyterian  Pulleyking, Micki  Absent Pogue, Marga 
Springfield, MO  Woodland Presbyterian  Roberts, Matthew  Absent  Moore, Jana 
Stockton, MO  Stockton Presbyterian  Hill, Dale  Present Absent  
Webb City, MO  First Presbyterian  Spencer, Charles  Absent Absent  
West Plains, MO  First Presbyterian  Dahlgren, Robert  Present  Absent  
Willard, MO  Mt. Zion Presbyterian  Vacant  Vacant  Clark-Barry, Janine 
Willow Springs, MO  W. Springs Presbyterian.  Cooke, Diane  Present  Absent  
------------------------  Honorably Retired  Esselman, Greg  Present  -----------------------  
------------------------  Member at Large Foos, Laurie Present ----------------------- 

------------------------ Member at Large LaRue, Sheth Present ----------------------- 

------------------------  Honorably Retired  Nipper, John  Present  -----------------------  

 

PRESBYTERY MODERATORS & STAFF  

 

Presbytery Executive Presbyter  Spencer, Malinda  Present  
Presbytery Stated Clerk  Kick, Beth   Present  
Presbytery moderator  Holt, Jim  Present  
Presbytery moderator-elect  Anderson, Kira  Absent 
General Council moderator  Spieth, Toni  Present  
Administrative Ministries moderator  Dahlgren, Bob  Present  
Committee on Ministry moderator  Daleske, Reina  Present  
Committee on Preparation for Ministry moderator  Vacant  Vacant 
Committee on Representation moderator  Muegge, Sarah  Present 
Mission and Nurture Committee    Schwandt, Becky  Absent 
Presbyterian Women moderator  Russell, Joan  Present  
Treasurer  Winzenried, Dennis  Present 
Recording Clerk  Wilson, Gail  Present  
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GUESTS 

Dahlgren, Celeste, West Plains, First Lee, Daniel O’Neal, Stephanie, Willard-Mt. Zion 

Nipper, Leah, Willard-Mt. Zion Thomas, Reverend Margaret (Peggy) Tso, The Reverend Samson 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK           ELDER BETH KICK 

The motion was made, seconded and approved to seat the following as corresponding members. 

 The Reverend Margaret (Peggy) Thomas, CPM Liaison, New York Presbytery 

 The Reverend Samson Tso, moderator of CPM, New York Presbytery 

 

The stated clerk moved that Bethany Presbyterian Church in Joplin, Missouri, be approved with thanks to 

host the February 26, 2022 stated meeting of presbytery by Zoom.  The motion was seconded.  Hearing no 

objections, the motion was approved. 

 
********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 

 

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION         ELDER SARAH MUEGGE 

Sarah reported that the Committee on Representation has worked to be equal in representation to the demographics 

of John Calvin Presbytery.   

 
Sarah moved, on behalf of the Committee on Representation, that the following be elected to serve terms 

beginning January 2022: 

 

Commissioner to 225
th

 General Assembly:   

Daniel Davis, WMTE, First Presbyterian Church of Iola, Kansas 

 

Alternate Commissioner to 225
th

 General Assembly:   

Jack Cormack, WMTE, Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church & Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Springfield, 

Missouri 

 

Committee on Ministry, Class of 2023 (filling an unexpired term): 

Jim Gilpin, WMRE, First Presbyterian Church of Iola, Kansas 

 

Moderator of Committee on Preparation for Ministry (a subcommittee of Committee on Ministry), Class of 2022 

Susan Leonard, WFRE, Trinity Presbyterian PCUSA, of Springfield, Missouri 

 

No seconded is needed.  A call for nominations from the floor was given; hearing none, the motion was approved. 
 

********** Concludes the Report of the Committee on Representation ********** 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY           ELDER REINA DALESKE 

Moderator Jim Holt invited the Committee on Ministry moderator, Reina Daleske, to bring her report.  Reina 

moved on behalf of the Committee on Ministry that presbytery elect an Administrative Commission to work 

with First Presbyterian Church of Sarcoxie, Missouri, consisting of the following: 

 Toni Spieth, WFRE, Moderator, First Presbyterian Church of Joplin, Missouri 

 Marga Pogue, WFRE, Westminster Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Missouri 

Jack Cormack, WMTE, Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Church & Hillcrest Presbyterian Church,             

     Springfield, Missouri 

 Kathleen Strait, WMRE, Treasurer, First Presbyterian Church, Carthage, Missouri 

and be given permission to do the following: 
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 Assume original jurisdiction, if necessary, after assessing whether a viable session exists 

 Assume financial oversight 

 Determine the viability of the congregation and report their findings to the presbytery 
 

No second was needed, coming from a committee, a time for questions and discussion was given.  The motion was 

approved after hearing no objections. 

 
Reina moved on behalf of the Committee on Ministry, that Presbytery examine Daniel Lee for membership, for 

ordination, and for a half-time call as installed pastor for Willard-Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church beginning 

Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022. The statement of faith and biography for Daniel Lee was available for the 
presbyters.  Reina reported that the Pastor Nominating Committee of Willard-Mt. Zion followed the Equal 

Employment Guidelines of John Calvin Presbytery during this search for a pastor.  Reina introduced Stephanie 

O’Neal, chair of the Pastor Nominating Committee to speak about the process of calling a pastor.  Daniel Lee was 

introduced.  Reina began the examination by asking Daniel the first question. Following his answer, the floor was 
opened for questions.  After a time of questions and answers, the motion was made, seconded and approved to 

arrest the examination.  Daniel was placed in the digital waiting room and the floor was opened for questions and 

discussion.  The motion was made to suspend the examination and approve Daniel Lee for membership in 

John Calvin Presbytery, for ordination and for a half-time call to the Willard-Mt. Zion congregation.  

Seconded.  Motion was approved. 

 
Reina then moved to approve the following terms of call for Daniel Lee as pastor for the Willard-Mt. Zion 

Presbyterian Church (contingent on congregational approval of his updated terms of call when the 

congregation meets February 13, 2022): 

 
Salary 30,000.00 

Board of Pensions 11,100.00 

Continuing Education Allowance 1,500.00 

Automobile / Mileage 500.00 

Professional Expenses 300.00 

Moving-related expenses (vouchered) 3,000.00 

Total Cost to the Church Budget 46,400.00 

Continuing Education Leave 2 weeks 

Vacation Leave 4 weeks 

 

Addendum to Terms of Call for Daniel S. Lee: 

That the congregation agree to an additional eight Sundays away from the pulpit in 2022, with pulpit supply 
charges paid as follows:  the first three Sundays by the church and the remaining Sundays alternately by the pastor 

and the church. 

The motion was seconded and approved. 

 
Daniel was admitted back into the meeting and welcomed by those in attendance.  The Reverend Dr. John Nipper 

prayed for Daniel and the congregation of Willard-Mt. Zion. 

 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTS 
 

Daniel Lee – Statement of Faith 
 

I believe in one triune God who creates, redeems, and sustains all things and all beings in God’s mysterious ways. 
God never ceases to create, amaze, and inspire us in ways that we may or may not understand. As children of God, 
we strive to imitate our divine parent by creating our own small worlds, which sometimes keep us from God’s ways. 
But God’s love for us is so great that God saves us when we are wayward and keeps us in God’s grace.  
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God so loved us that God even came to be with us physically, in the form of a Jewish teacher named Jesus. The holy 
incarnation of Jesus through his human mother is a sign that we too can incarnate God’s ways through our human 
actions. We, however, revolted against our divine parent by persecuting the human Jesus. But God cannot be 
destroyed. Jesus was resurrected from death, reminding us that God will also deliver us from darkness and lead us 
into God’s light. Our response to this grace is to sacrifice ourselves for the sake of Good.  
 

God continues to be with us spiritually through the Holy Spirit. Through worship and through our daily lives, we 
constantly interact and are inspired by the Holy Spirit. The sacraments of baptism and communion are signs that 
God is with us and that we belong to God—individually and as one community of God. God alone decides who 
belongs to God, regardless of one’s ability to profess one’s faith. Therefore, we baptize people of all ages, including 
infants. At the communal event of baptism, we welcome the baptized into our spiritual family, and we reaffirm our 
own faith as well. During this time, we together renew our commitment to God. A person is baptized only once as 
one’s belonging to God’s family is eternal. The communion—the celebration of the Lord’s Supper—refreshes and 
reminds us of God’s covenant with us. For this reason, it is to be practiced as often as we can. It nourishes us 
spiritually and physically. The acts of breaking the bread to share and drinking from the same cup re-unites us as 
the inseparable family of God.  
 
As we boldly commit to God, God guides, sustains, and comforts us through spiritual nourishment as well as human 
fellowship. God calls us according to our unique gifts and talents, which together reflect God’s image, to serve the 
church and the world. Individually, we are only parts of a whole; together, we reflect a more complete image of 
God. We can better understand God by listening to and learning from each other and the world around us, as well 
as interacting with the Holy Scripture. Knowing and believing God is the greatest joy we can attain.  

 

Daniel Lee -- Biographical Statement 
 

Shalom. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve God and God’s people in this part of the country. My name is 
Daniel S. Lee. My middle initial S stands for my Korean name, Siwon. I am moving from Hamden, Connecticut to 
join you in this journey. Although this is my first time in Missouri, I am not new to the Midwest. I was born in 
Chicago. Having also grown up in Seoul (South Korea) and in New York City, I am equally (un)comfortable and 
(un)fluent in the Korean and American cultures and languages. 
 

I perform as a baroque violinist and have taught early music at Yale University. Music and ministry have always 
been in my life in some form. I have played the violin as long as I can remember. My father, who was a violinist, 
conductor, and church musician, started me on the violin when I was two and a half years old. (Maybe that makes 
music my first language.) My father’s father was also a church musician; he wrote many hymn tunes, including 
one in our Presbyterian Hymnal. Another vocation that runs in our family is ministry. I have a great-grandfather, 
a great-uncle, a few uncles, and many (male and female) cousins who were/are Presbyterian ministers. 
 

As a newly ordained minister and seasoned musician, I strive to use creativity and grace to bring the Good News 
to more people. Creativity and grace might not seem like two words that belong in the same sentence. But I have 
come to learn in music that creativity cannot thrive without the loving and forgiving grace. I believe that we need 
to allow ourselves to fall gracefully. Our Creator will surely bring us back up. I am so grateful that music and 
ministry are coming together at this point in my life. I hope to meet each one of you in person soon! 
 
 

The motion to adjourn, was made, seconded and approved.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m. with prayer offered by the Reverend Robert Dahlgren. 
 


