
John Calvin Presbytery                                                  Called Meeting 

July 7, 2015  Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church 

  Springfield, Missouri 

 

1 

 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 

CALLED MEETING 

July 7, 2015 

 
The July 7, 2015 Called Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Moderator of the 
Presbytery, Dennis Winzenried. A devotion was provided by the Reverend Jane Huffstetler followed by prayer. 
 
This meeting has been called for the sole purpose of examining candidates for three calls and voting on the terms 
for those calls as listed in the report that had been posted online. 
 
Moderator Dennis Winzenried moved to elect Pastoral Presbyter, the Reverend Susan Rosenbaum as acting stated 
clerk for this called meeting.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 

The Reverend Susan Rosenbaum, Pastoral Presbyter and Acting Stated Clerk, declared that a quorum was present. 
(A quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall consist of not less that six 
(6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present providing that at least four (4) particular churches are 
represented by ruling elders.) 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

 

CHURCH 

 

TEACHING ELDER 

or CRE 

Present 

Excused 

Absent 

 

RULING ELDER 

COMMISSIONER 

Ash Grove, MO U. Methodist / Presbyterian Havens, Bill Absent  

Aurora, MO First Presbyterian Hamer, Walt Present Stanley, Larry 

Baxter Springs, KS First Presbyterian Gantt, Larry Absent  

Branson, MO First Presbyterian Willcox, Tom Present  

Branson, MO First Presbyterian    

Carlyle, KS Carlyle Presbyterian Traw, Steve Absent Excused 

Carthage, MO First Presbyterian Esselman, Greg Absent  

Chanute, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Excused 

Columbus, KS First Presbyterian Powell, Dale Absent  

Crane, MO Crane Presbyterian Scruggs, Melana Excused Excused 

Crocker, MO Crocker Presbyterian Vacant Vacant  

Erie, KS Federated Presbyterian Demas, Marc Absent  

Everton, MO First Presbyterian Anderson, Tom Absent  

Everton, MO Hampton Presbyterian Vacant   

Forsyth, MO Community Presbyterian Winzenried, Dennis Present Click, Reed 

Fort Scott, KS First Presbyterian Witt, Jared Absent Banwart, Connie 

Girard, KS First Presbyterian Noonoo, K. O. Absent  

Golden City, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused  

Greenfield, MO Ebenezer Presbyterian Vacant     

Hollister, MO Hollister Presbyterian Winzenried, Phyllis Excused Howell, Michael 

Iola, KS First Presbyterian Vacant   

Joplin, MO Bethany Presbyterian Peters, Rodney Absent  

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Burgess, Dave Absent  

Joplin, MO First Presbyterian Craven, Sarah Present  

Kimberling City St. Andrew Presbyterian Vacant  Jones, Ella 

Lockwood, MO First Presbyterian Iannucilli, Christine Excused  

Monett, MO First Presbyterian Vincent, Bill Present  
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Monett, MO Waldensian Presbyterian Evans, Vicki Excused Wise, Steve 

Mt. Vernon, MO First Presbyterian Stover, Sam Excused Excused 

Mt. Vernon, MO Ozark Prairie Presbyterian White, Eddy Absent  

Mt. View, MO First Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present  

Mulberry, KS United Presbyterian Cuthbertson, Robert Absent  

Neosho, MO First Presbyterian Williams, Richard Present  

Nevada, MO First Presbyterian Ferree, Greg Excused  

Oswego, KS First Presbyterian Lorenz, Debi Absent  

Ozark, MO Ozark Presbyterian Nipper, John Present  

Parsons, KS First Presbyterian Rodgers, Alex Present  

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church Noonoo, K.O. Absent  

Pittsburg, KS Presbyterian Church    

Point Lookout, MO College of Ozarks Vacant Vacant  

Rolla, MO First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant Whitaker, Britt 

Sarcoxie, MO First Presbyterian Buer, Wally Absent  

Scammon, KS First Presbyterian Vacant Vacant  

Shell Knob, MO Trinity Presbyterian Johnson, John Present  

Springfield, MO Covenant Presbyterian Williams, Chris Present Maulin, Margaret 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary Presbyterian Chaney, Andrew Absent Wortley, Carolyn 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary Presbyterian   Holliday, Louise 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary Presbyterian   Hartner, Claudia 

Springfield, MO First & Calvary Presbyterian   Bjorge, Ardith 

Springfield, MO Gibson Chapel Presbyterian Glunt, Don Excused  

Springfield, MO Hillcrest Presbyterian Summers-Minette, Teri Present Miller, Cathy 

Springfield, MO Southminster Presbyterian Rosenbaum, Susan Present Burgess, Nora 

Springfield, MO Westminster Presbyterian Brantley, Ellen Present Rook, Louise 

Springfield, MO Woodland Heights Presb. Glunt, Mary Kay Present Russell, Joan 

Stockton, MO Stockton Presbyterian Tranbarger, John Absent  

Springfield, MO UMHE Howard Cavner Absent  

Webb City, MO First Presbyterian Gray, Paul Absent  

West Plains, MO First Presbyterian Vacant  Grisham-Bennet, E. 

Willard, MO Willard-Mt. Zion Presb. Wright, Mary Present  Goodson, Merlyn  

Willow Springs, MO W. Springs Presbyterian Cooke, Diane Present  

 Honorably Retired Campbell, Gene Present  

 Member at Large Cunningham, Kimberly Excused  

 Honorably Retired Field, Bob Excused  

 Honorably Retired Huffstetler, Jane Present  

 Honorably Retired Menzel, Dick Present  

 Honorably Retired Stratman, Gary Present  

 

 

MODERATORS PRESENT  

PRESBYTERY MODERATOR Winzenried, Dennis 

PRESBYTERY MODERATOR-ELECT Rodgers, Alex 

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES MODERATOR  

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY MODERATOR Willcox, Tom 

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION MINISTRY MODERATOR Craven, Sarah 
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VOLUNTEERS 

Brashear, Linda George, Clydie George, Denis 

Klingensmith, Phil Roberds, Joe Russell, Joan 

 
 
 
VISTORS: 

Kimberling City: Daleske, Reina Rolla:  Alofs, Darryl Rolla:  Alofs, Mary 

Rolla:  Bennet, Lee Rolla:  Cottingham, Pam Rolla:  Finley, Dixie 

Rolla:  Heberer, Rob Rolla:  Kwantes, Ken Rolla:  Kwantes, Mary 

Rolla:  May, Bob Rolla:  May, Carlene West Plains: Hershenson, Sylvia 

West Plains:  Silvey, Carol Dugan, Charlotte Hartley, Brett 

Kimball, Jonathan Leonard, Byron Leonard, Susan 

VanHorn, Eleanor   

 
 
 
Moderator Dennis Winzenried moved that the following be seated as corresponding members: 
 The Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley from Northern Waters Presbytery 
 The Reverend Timothy Stover from Tropical Florida Presbytery 
 The Reverend Emmett Powers from Arkansas Presbytery 
Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
 
 
 
As the Committee on Ministry moderator, Tom Willcox was late due to the weather, Presbytery Moderator Dennis 
Winzenried acted as moderator of the Committee on Ministry and led the discussion of the nomination. 
 
 
 
The members of the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Rolla, Missouri were recognized and welcomed. 
 
Dennis introduced Elder Ken Kwantes, chair of the Pastor Nominating Committee of Rolla First and asked Ken to 
tell us about the process and introduce the candidate. Ken told the presbytery that AAEEO guidelines were followed 
in the search process and that one candidate stood out.  Elder Kwantes introduced the Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley. 

COMMITTEE ON REPRENSTATION MODERATOR  

GENERAL COUNCIL MODERATOR  

MISSION & NURTURE COMMITTEE MODERATOR Williams, Rich 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE MODERATOR Palmerton, Fred 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN MODERATOR  

TREASURER Holt, Jim 
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Dennis turned the examination over to Tom Willcox, moderator of our Committee on Ministry.   
 
Lou Ellen was introduced to be examined for membership in John Calvin Presbytery and for service as pastor at 
First Presbyterian church of Rolla, Missouri. Tom asked the first question and after Lou Ellen’s response the floor 
was opened for questions. 
 
The motion was made to arrest the examination.   Seconded and approved. 
 
Lou Ellen was escorted from the room, discussion ensued on the floor. 
 
The motion was made to sustain the examination.  Seconded. Motion approved 

 
Lou Ellen was escorted back to the meeting and was met with applause and welcomed into membership of the 
Presbytery.   
 
Tom Willcox presented the terms of call and moved for approval.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The question of housing and salary needing to be listed separately was presented, along with the question of 
mileage and moving expenses was presented.  Elder Ken Kwantes stated that the terms should include salary 
$26,000, housing $26,000, moving expenses up to $6,000, mileage local reimbursed at the IRS rate and extended 
travel will be provided by rental car and gasoline. 
 
The motion was made to amend the previous motion and that the terms of call for the Reverend Lou Ellen 

Hartley at First Presbyterian Church of Rolla, Missouri be: 

  
        Mileage – Local reimbursed at the IRS rate. 
        Extended Travel will be provided by rental car and gas expense. 
 
 Moving expenses will be paid up to $6,000         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The moderator asked the body if the substitution motion was perfected.  Approved. 

The moderator asked the body if the main motion was perfected.  Approved. 

 

Initial Terms listed in report   

Board of Pensions   18,980 

Social Security offset 3,978 

Continuing Education 1,000 

Total Effective Salary 52,000 

2 weeks of study leave  

4 weeks of vacation  

Amended Terms of Call   

Salary   26,000 

Housing 26,000 

Total Effective Salary 52,000 

Board of Pensions   18,980 

Social Security offset 3,978 

Continuing Education 1,000 

2 weeks of study leave  

4 weeks of vacation  
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The question was put will the substitute become the main motion. Approved. 

 

The new motion was approved. 

 

 
Tom Willcox, along with those present from First Presbyterian Church of Rolla prayed for Lou Ellen and her 
ministry at the Rolla church. 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Lou Ellen Hartley - Biography 
I was born in Tishomingo, Oklahoma to Jim and Mary Rich.  My father was pastor of First Baptist Church, my 
mother was a stay at home mother.  I have two brothers, one older and one younger.  I grew up on the front range of 
Colorado in a loving and happy home.  My father was a Southern Baptist pastor and also worked for middle 
governing bodies.  My world was diverse, as suburban life often is.  I had friends from different faith backgrounds 
and no faith backgrounds.  
 

I graduated from college with a double major in French and Cultural Anthropology which meant graduate school 
was a must.  I began a master’s program in Applied Anthropology, but after one semester decided to go to 
seminary.  I transferred my life to the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky when it was 
still a respectable academic institution with open ties to the Presbyterian seminary and others in the area.  I 
graduated with an MDiv., but knew I was not Baptist.  During my final year of seminary, great turmoil erupted, 
professors were fired, Al Mohler became president and it was a very difficult time for progressive and moderate 
students.   
 

After graduation, I began working for the presbytery’s camp outside of Louisville.  The job was okay, nothing to 
write home about, but through it I met my first husband, Kirk Burdick.  He was the youth program director at 
Stronghold Camp and Conference Center in Blackhawk Presbytery.  We met and got married.  My plans for a PhD 
and academia were put on hold, and I became the director of Christian Education for a Presbyterian congregation in 
Freeport, Illinois.  It was there where I worked with the pastor to investigate Presbyterianism.  I spent a year 
reading and discussing theology, and I realized I had been a Presbyterian for a long time and didn’t know it.  I 
became Presbyterian and came under care of the presbytery.  I took some classes at McCormick in Chicago, passed 
the ordination exams and eventually found a call to a yoked position as associate pastor for First Presbyterian 
Church in Brunswick, Georgia and as associate pastor for Christian Education for Savannah Presbytery.   
 

Life was good, coastal living was wonderful, we had great friends and I served a great church and presbytery.  All 
of that changed when Kirk died of stage 4 colo/rectal cancer in January of 2008.  Life, of course, changed 
dramatically.  The church, our family and friends stood beside us and then helped me as I learned to live without 
Kirk.  I found solace in travel, in the water, kayaking, biking, and walking in the wildlife refuges which were 
refuges for me.  After a time of healing and a return to relative wholeness I married my current husband, Brett, who 
is currently a children’s mental health social worker, and has also been a teacher.  We enjoy the outdoors, biking, 
hiking, and walking.  Our move to Bemidji, Minnesota led us to a beautiful and at times harsh wilderness, full of 
extremes.  But it has been an adventure, and we are blessed to have experienced it. 
 

Lou Ellen Hartley - Statement of Faith 
I believe in the triune God whom we know as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, and a 
multitude of other names as revealed to us in Scripture.  I believe in birth, life and death we belong to God.  I have 
claimed this brief statement of faith throughout my life, but it was not until life took a tragic turn that I had to cling 
to it.  Several years ago, I lost my first husband, Kirk, to cancer.  He lived as a disciple of the living God who called 
him, and whose Holy Spirit gifted him and sustained him.  In his dying, Kirk comforted me by reminding me God 
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was with us in his illness and treatment.  When the final prognosis came and we knew we had only days left, Kirk 
once again reminded me that God was closest to us in those darkest moments.  I believe as Kirk left this life, the 
God to whom he belonged in birth and life, embraced him in eternal life.  During that terrible time, I truly 
experienced strength of the body of Christ.  We experienced God’s grace and love through the support of the 
church as people loved us, cried with us, fed us, and prayed for us.  After Kirk died, the church did not leave me, 
and through them the Holy Spirit sustained me as comforter and counselor.  Even when I felt alone and was 
walking through the dark valley of the shadow, God was with me.  As the grief subsided, I recognized the people 
accompanying me.  Through those experiences I realized our lives are not our own.  We cannot control what 
happens.  There are joys like finding love and remarriage after suffering a great blow like cancer and death.  There 
is grief, evil, helplessness and hopelessness.  There are also countless reasons to celebrate, joys to share, there is 
comfort and hope.  In all of this life, we belong to God.  Belonging to God doesn’t guarantee we are safe from life’s 
adversities.  It means we must live like we mean it.  Our lives mean we belong to God, and we are servants, 
children, disciples, forgiven sinners.  Through the gifts of baptism and the Lord’s Supper we are able to see, feel, 
and even taste God’s faithfulness to us even when we, ourselves, are less than faithful.  Through the gift of 
Scripture we learn of this covenantal God who abides with us, who infuses us with grace, who forgives us, who 
writes on our hearts the lessons we should learn, who transforms us and gifts us for the building up of Christ’s 
body, and who claims us as children with a place at the table.  It is this God whom I worship and serve, about who I 
study, to whom I pray, and without whom I would not know peace.  I believe we belong to God from birth, through 
life and in death.   
 

**********Concludes the examination of the Reverend Lou Ellen Hartley********** 
 
Tom welcomed those present from First Presbyterian Church West Plains, Missouri.  Elizabeth Grisham-Bennet 
chair of the Pastor Nominating Committee spoke of the search process of calling a transitional pastor for West 
Plains.  Elizabeth introduced the Reverend Dr. Tim Stover. 
 
Tom presented the Reverend Dr. Timothy Stover to be examined for membership in John Calvin Presbytery and for 
service as transitional pastor at First Presbyterian Church of West Plains, Missouri.  Tom asked the first question 
and after the response the floor was opened for questions.   
 
The motion to arrest the examination was made.  Seconded. Motion was approved. 
Tim was escorted from the room and discussion ensued.   
The motion was made to sustain the examination.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
Tim returned to the room and the presbyters welcomed him with applause. 
 
Tom presented the terms of call for approval.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The absences of mileage, moving expensed and housing from the terms of call was questioned.  Elizabeth Grisham-
Bennet stated that the addition to the terms of call for Timothy Stover be Housing $20,000, Mileage at the IRS rate, 
cell phone expense $60 monthly and moving expenses paid up to $5,000: 
 

Total Effective Salary 50,000 

Full Board of Pensions    

Continuing Education 1,000 

2 weeks of study leave  

4 weeks of vacation  

Paid moving expenses  
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The motion was made to amend the previous motion and that the terms of call for the Reverend Dr. Timothy 

Stover at First Presbyterian Church West Plains, Missouri be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The moderator asked the body if the substitution motion was perfected.  Approved. 

The moderator asked the body if the main motion was perfected.  Approved. 

 
The question was put will the substitute become the main motion. Approved. 

 

The new motion was approved. 

 
 
The Reverend Mary Wright and the members of First Presbyterian Church West Plains prayed for Timothy Stover 
and his ministry at West Plains. 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
 

Brief Biography of Dr. Timothy Stover 
Dr. Stover has served as a PCUSA pastor for over twenty years, serving two culturally diverse congregations within 
the Presbytery of Tropical Florida.   Dr. Stover has also served in various social ministries including Executive 
Director of a homeless shelter, as Mobil Crisis Specialist in an acute care unit of Palm Peach’s South County 
Mental Health Center and as an addiction counselor in minimum security prisons in South Florida.  Over the past 
four years Dr. Stover has accrued over twelve months serving in Lebanon worked closely with Hamlin Nursing 
Home in Hammana, Lebanon and working with the Synod of Syria and Lebanon.  In addition to serving locally and 
internationally, Dr. Stover has been an active member of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance National Response 
Team.  During that time he responded to tornadoes in Georgia and Alabama as well as to hurricanes throughout 
Florida and New Jersey.   
 

Dr. Stover earned his Master of Divinity Degree from McCormick Theological Seminary and his Doctor of 
Ministry Degree from The Florida Center for Theological Studies in Miami.  Dr. Stover has also earned a Master of 
Science in Psychology from St. Thomas University in Miami, Fl.  Prior to entering the ministry, Dr. Stover served 
as Director of Operations at Delaware’s Center for the Performing Arts.  Following his career in theatre, Dr. Stover 
worked in the marine construction industry and as a marine surveyor. 
 

A Statement of Faith 

The Reverend Dr. Timothy V. Stover 
I believe in God, the creator and source of life. I believe and accept that God is the ultimate mystery manifest as 
one in three forms: creator, redeemer, and sustainer. The mystery of God is expressed in the belief that God is what 
God is and God will be what God will be. I believe that with love and through grace, God is present with and 
shepherds all creation.  
 

Housing 20,000 

Total Effective Salary 50,000 

Full Board of Pensions    

Continuing Education 1,000 

Mileage-IRS rate  

Cell phone 60 

2 weeks of study leave  

4 weeks of vacation  

Paid moving expenses 5,000 
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I believe that God reaches out to all people: both the faithful and the lost sheep of creation. Moved by love for all 
creation, God became present to the world through the person of Jesus, the anointed one in whom God was well 
pleased. Through Jesus, God's essence was revealed through love, grace and Jesus’ complete obedience even in the 
face of death. Through death and resurrection, Jesus demonstrated God’s unwavering love; conquering death once 
and for all. Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are offered the promise of eternal life.  
 

I believe the Holy Spirit is God's pervasive presence among and within creation and is Christ’s gift to the Church. I 
believe in the Spirit as God's free gift of grace, inspiring God’s will and righteousness in our lives and daily 
activities. God’s Spirit in our lives confirms God's forgiveness, when we are unwilling to heed God’s call, helping 
us to better comprehend God's will for each individual and community. I believe that the Holy Spirit, through the 
Word of God written and proclaimed, reveals God’s desires for our lives and the lives of those around us. I believe 
Scriptures, through the power of the Holy Spirit are the written foundation of Christian life and ministry; and that 
they express the nature, essence and boundaries of the Christian faith. Through the Holy Spirit, Scriptures reveals to 
us truths about God and our relationship with the Divine and all creation.  
 

I believe the sacraments to be signs and seals of God's love and faithfulness to all through Jesus Christ. Christ is 
present in the sacraments through the power and communion of the Holy Spirit. Baptism symbolizes our 
participation in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and unites us in the covenant family of the Church. 
In the sacrament of the Lord's Supper through the Holy Spirit, we are united with Christ and one another, 
nourished, renewed, and empowered afresh to love and serve God and all creation.  
 

I believe the church, as the Body of Christ, is called to perpetuate and proclaim Jesus' reconciling earthly ministry. 
In God’s call to ministry we are inspired by the Spirit to promote peacemaking, extending Christ’s ministry of 
reconciliation, service, and justice to all people.  
 

I believe in a future in which justice and community will be restored to all creation. Jesus' life, death, and 
resurrection give us strength and courage to enact love and justice more fully in the present. I believe our future 
rests in God's loving hands and rejoice in the assurance that nothing can separate us from God's love and that 
through Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, all things are possible.  
 

********** Concludes the examination of the Reverend Dr. Timothy Stover ********** 

 
 
Tom Willcox introduced Ella Jones from St. Andrew Presbyterian Church of Kimberling City, Missouri 
 
Ella spoke briefly about the process involved in calling a transitional pastor for the congregations of St. Andrew 
and Hideaway.  One candidate began apparent as the best fit for them.  Ella then introduced the Reverend Emmett 
Powers.   
 
Tom brought forth Emmett Powers to be examined for services as transitional pastor at St. Andrew Presbyterian 
Church, Kimberling City, Missouri and that he be given permission to retain his membership in Arkansas 
Presbytery and be given permission to labor within our bounds for an extended period. 
 
Tom asked the first question and after the response the floor was opened for questions. 
 
The motion was made to arrest the examination.  Seconded.  Motion approved. 

 
Emmett was escorted from the room and discussion continued. 
 
The motion was made to sustain the examination.  Seconded. Motion was approved. 
 
Emmett returned to the room and welcomed with applause. 
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Tom made the motion to approve the terms of call for the Reverend Emmett Powers listed.   

Seconded.  Motion to approve the terms of call were approved. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Auto allowance reimbursement: as per IRS guidelines with expense report 

Moving expenses to a maximum of $1,000  
Paid vacation of one week per quarter; two weeks annual study leave. 
Total package: $65,538.60 plus itemized car and moving expenses 
 
 
The Reverend Jane Huffstetler prayed for Emmett Powers and his call at St. Andrew. 
 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

 

Biographical Information for Emmett Powers, D. Min. 
I was born in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1950, where my parents worked and lived. Soon thereafter they 

moved across the Mississippi River to less expensive housing and taxes. They were factory workers and worked at 
their jobs until their retirement. My father, born into a Methodist family, was not an actively religious person until 
his later years. My mother grew up in the Baptist church though she was not an active member for most of her life. 
She was a person of faith but held that idea very close to her, rarely voicing any religious conversation.  

 

By God’s grace one day my sisters and I were welcomed into a Vacation Bible School in a small Baptist 
church a few blocks away. I was ten by then and had never been in a congregation of any kind. By the age of 
thirteen I was able to articulate my faith and was baptized. I was so astounded by the ideas of faith, love, hope, 
future, and the divine that I very quickly expressed an interest in becoming a minister. I was soon accepted into the 
inquiry mode in the Baptist church referred to as licensing. So, from the eighth grade through high school I was 
very much involved in the life of the little congregation called Grace Baptist Church that later moved and has now 
closed.  

 

I enrolled in a Baptist university in Arkansas and studied religion, the Bible, and philosophy, particularly 
ethics, intently focusing on how to be a pastor at some time in the future. Counselors insisted that I would have a 
more effective ministry with a seminary experience. I enrolled at a seminary in Louisville and, in time, finished my 
degree. After three years following that experience as a pastor in Arkansas I felt a unfathomable sense that God was 
calling me to serve as a missionary. Discernment led me to offer to serve in Costa Rica and Argentina, though only 
for a while. My parents became seriously ill and we returned to the states.  

 

It was then that I began to be open to calls where conflict had been evident. The next two calls were to 
congregations that had been affected by disagreements over buildings. I led them through times of healing and 
growth before moving on. At the end of about eight years I accepted a call to Denver, Colorado, to assist in the 
development of new congregations, particularly with new language congregations. I completed a Doctor of 

Base Salary 29,396.00 

Housing 15,000.00 

Cell Phone 1,200.00 

Social Security offset 3,404.00 

Continuing Education 1,000.00 

Board of Pensions & Medical 15,538.60 

4 weeks of vacation  

Paid moving expenses  
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Ministry during that time in San Francisco where I studied strategies for congregational development and growth 
given certain contextual demographic characteristics.  

 

In the early 1990s I severed my relationship with that church group because of major theological and 
governance shifts though I kept my ordination. I started teaching Spanish in a high school while I began to look for 
a different church that more closely held to my own sense of theology, order, connection, and mission. I eventually 
found a seat on the back pew of a PCUSA church.  Under the preaching and tutelage of an able teaching elder I 
found what I had been looking for. My wife was just as enthusiastic, as were my children. We joined the church 
where leadership soon asked me to teach classes and later to serve as a ruling elder. Then, in 2001, I knew that God 
was calling me into an installed role in the Presbyterian church.   After taking my ordination exams (all of which I 
passed on the first sitting) and successfully standing for the exam before the presbytery, my credentials were 
transferred to the Presbytery of Arkansas where I still hold membership as an active minister. I served the 
presbytery on several committees, including COM, Congregational Care and Development, and Mission (where I 
still hold a position). I also led the development of a program of disaster response for the presbytery. I managed the 
construction of two volunteer villages for PDA after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  

 

In 2010, I began a ministry as an interim (transitional) pastor knowing that congregations can find 
wholeness and healing with guidance and discernment. Since then I have served four congregations temporarily in 
various capacities, including the one where I am now serving. I have completed both weeks of transitional pastor 
training. I look forward to my years ahead as I move from congregation to congregation working to lead in a 
ministry of healing for wounded congregations.  

 

I married Virginia (Ginny) Morris in 1972 after three years of dating. She grew up in base chapels and is a 
wonderfully devoted Christian woman. She is a retired teacher and an oblate with the Benedictine sisters in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. We have one son, Justin, who is married and has three sons. We also have a daughter who has 
two sons. Justin went to Arkansas State University, while Rachel went to Lyon College. Justin is a stay-at- home 
Dad. She was a Scottish Highland dancer and attended the school on a dancing scholarship. She works in geriatric 
care.  

 

I have a keen interest in baseball, especially the Cardinals. I began playing the sport as a young child and 
by sixteen I was coaching a little league team. I still value the lessons I learned on the diamond. Ginny enjoys the 
Cardinals, too. I also like to spend time exploring old roads. I volunteered with Arkansas Archeological Society for 
many years and still contribute research when I have time. I have a master’s degree in heritage studies from 
Arkansas State University where I studied among other things how people order space and time in their 
environments. So, the studies carry over well into the work I am called to do. I walk three to five miles a day to 
hold back the effects of too much Pre4sbyterian hospitality that I do so enjoy. Ginny’s interest is in fine art. She 
taught art for many years but then shifted to an ESL coordinator role for a school district where she finally retired in 
2010. She also loves to love the grandkids. She is an essential person in their lives right now, especially since one 
of them is a special needs child.  She is my soul mate still. We have agreed that the kind of ministry I am doing now 
and the call she feels to her children and grandchildren is where we should be for the time being. So, the idea of 
being a “tethered” pastor fits our situation well.  

 

I am a person who has always liked to travel to new places, meet new people, and become acquainted with 
new cultures. Right now I do not see retirement in sight, if ever. If there is one quote that describes my choices in 
my pilgrimage it is from German theologian and missionary Albert Schweitzer who said, “I don’t know what your 
destiny will be, but one thing I do know: the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who have 
sought and found how to serve.” 

 
Faith Statement for Emmett E. Powers, D.Min. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty whose love and grace flow like the ever flowing fountain in Calvin’s 
metaphor. I believe that God is the creator of all things seen and unseen. God’s purpose in all the creation is good. 
All things God created are for God’s glory. God keeps all things by God’s power, holding all things together by 
God’s Word.  
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, who, in due time, was born to the virgin, Mary, and who was, as 
scripture says, in all points tempted as we humans are and yet without sin. I believe that Jesus is a manifestation of 
God’s love for us. Jesus communicated that love toward all people through his life, his preaching, his miracles, the 
establishment of his church, his death on the cross, his burial, and his resurrection. I believe that he ascended back 
to God and sits at God’s right hand awaiting the final judgment of all things. I believe in his work of redemption 
and his sacrifice for human beings.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit. I affirm that the work of God’s Spirit is central to our daily living. The Spirit is 
God’s presence among us, bringing comfort to us in our sorrow, enriching our spiritual development, and giving us 
peace that passes all understanding. I believe that the work of the Holy Spirit is necessary in the mystery of the 
communion. Only with the Holy Spirit can the Word be rightly proclaimed and the sacraments rightly administered.  

I believe that there are two sacraments. In baptism we are sealed unto Christ. Baptism demonstrates for the 
church and the world God’s outward sign for the believer that we may know that God’s work of inner grace is 
present. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is a regular reminder of God’s gift to the church in the work of Jesus 
Christ who was broken for us and died for us on the cross, and whose blood was poured out as both a sign and seal 
of the new covenant between God and humanity. It is a joyous and celebration of Christ and his church, and the 
remembrance of the history of God’s grace to us.  

I believe that we have only one hope and comfort and life: We are kept by the power of God in Christ and 
through the presence and work of God’s Holy Spirit. I believe that all humans are created to glorify God and to 
enjoy God forever. I believe that though humans are fractured by sin, yet we are glorious to God through the work 
of divine creation and divine grace.  

I believe that the church of Jesus Christ is an institution of God’s work in the world. Its work is to provide 
for the nurture of all people in the Gospel, that it is made up of all those people from times past and present whom 
God has called and set apart for God’s purposes in grace.  

I believe the Bible is God’s holy Word. It represents God’s revelation to human kind over countless 
generations. It is a light to our path like no other, and from it we learn a life of discipline for our service of gratitude 
to God.  

These core beliefs characterize the uniqueness of my personal faith. Together they represent the basis of my 
understanding of the Christian life and the foundation of the vocation to which I am called as a minister of the 
gospel of God in Christ. 

 

********** Concludes the examination of the Reverend Emmett Powers ********** 

 

 

 
The Reverend Dennis Winzenried closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 11:05am. 
 
 
 


