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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 218th STATED MEETING MINUTES 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY’S VISION STATEMENT 

Joyful, holy community of Christian believers, diverse yet united.  

Committed to serving Christ in the church and in the world.  

Prepared by God through the Holy Spirit for mission and ministry.  

 

The 218th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery was called to order at 9:34 a.m. by 

Moderator Ruling Elder Brenda Wiegand Williams. Brenda welcomed everyone to 

Crocker Presbyterian Church of Crocker, Missouri. Elder Bill Agnew opened the 

meeting in prayer and shared some of the mission and ministry of Crocker Presbyterian 

Church of Crocker, Missouri.  

 

New Elders were introduced. 

- Ruling Elder Commissioner, Kristin Butler, Trinity Presbyterian Church, 

Springfield, MO 

- Ruling Elder Commissioner, Greg Carter, First Presbyterian Church, Joplin, MO 

 

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK     

Clerk Pro-Tem, Ruling Elder Linda Holt stated that based on the participants’ list and 

the registration roll, a quorum was present for this in-person meeting of presbytery. (“A 

quorum necessary to transact business at each stated meeting of the presbytery shall 

consist of not less than six (6) ministers and as many ruling elders as may be present, 

providing that at least four (4) particular churches are represented by ruling elders.”) 

 

Online registration preceded the meeting. Attendance was taken by means of sign-in 
sheets. The following roll was ascertained: 
 
Teaching Elder Members Present: (13) 

 

Laura Agee William John (Jack) Cormack Sarah Gengler 
John White Anderson Robert Dahlgren Julie Mercer 
Kira Nicole Anderson Daniel Mark Davis Thomas Lee Schacher 
Jill Carr Jennifer Dawson Tom Willadsen 
Diane Cooke   

 

Teaching Elder Members not present: (10) (# Requested Excuse *non-resident member) 
 

Kimberly Cunningham Daniel S Lee Changwon Seo 

Karla Ponder Endicott William Daniel Lee Charles W Spencer 

Tae Joong Kim # Matthew Roberts Peggy Wobbema 

 Randy Schreurs  
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Teaching Elder Members Honorably Retired Present: (4) 

Jane Huffstetler, HR Barry Williams HR  

Christine Iannucilli, HR Dennis Winzenried, HR  

 

Teaching Elder Members Honorably Retired not present: (26) (#Excused *non-resident member) 

Ron Allerheiligen, HR  Marvin Groote, HR Susan Rosenbaum, HR 

#Dixie Voss Anders, HR Bill Havens, HR Robert Simpson, HR 

John Becker, HR *Gilbert Hill, HR Gary Stratman, HR 

Robert Brueck, HR Kent Hollingsworth, HR *Carol Walker, HR 

Robert Docherty, HR Frank LeBlanc HR *Brock Watson, HR 

Greg Esselman, HR William Luce, HR Jon White, HR 

#Vicki Evans, HR *Steven MacArthur, HR *Richard Williams, HR 

Gregory S. Ferree HR John Nipper, HR *Roger Williamson, HR 

Paul Gray, HR  Karl Young, HR 

 

Churches Represented by Ruling Elder Commissioners: (18 churches / 20 Ruling Elders) 
Aurora, MO Jan Everett  Nevada, MO William Martin 
Carthage, MO  Dale Kersten  Ozark, MO   Cynthia Fritzgibbons 
Crane, MO   Jim Holt  Pittsburg, KS Mark Denton 
Crocker, MO Jackie Schofield   Rolla, MO   Mary Kwantes 
Forsyth, MO    Reed Click  Springfield, MO  
Galena, MO   Dennis Pirkle  Hillcrest Scarlet Cormack 
Joplin, MO   Trinity  (1) Susan Uffmann 

    First  (1) Jane Cage  Trinity  (2) Kirstin Butler 
    First  (2) Greg Carter  Westminster Diane Kent 

Kimberling City, MO Reina Daleske  Woodland Heights Jana Moore 
Mt. View, MO  Patty Orchard  Willard, MO Stephen Foreman 
 

Churches Not Represented: (21 Churches) 
Ash Grove, MO Fort Scott, KS  Mt Vernon, MO Shell Knob, MO   
Baxter Springs, KS  Greenfield, MO       First  Springfield, MO 
Carlyle, KS   Iola, KS      Ozark Prairie     Gibson Chapel 
Chanute, KS Joplin, MO  Neosho, MO Webb City, MO 
Erie, KS     Bethany  Parsons, KS West Plains, MO 
Everton, MO     Sarcoxie, MO    Willow Spgs, MO 
   Scammon, KS  

 

 

Ruling Elder Members by Virtue of Office Present: (4)  
 (+ Present and Counted as RE commissioner from a session) 

+ Reina Daleske, Administrative Ministries Committee, Moderator  
 Mary Lynn Grimes JCP Presbyterian Women 
 Marsha Landrith  Mission and Nurture Committee, Moderator 
+ Bill Martin,   Committee on Ministry 
+ Dennis Pirkle   Presbytery Moderator - Elect 
 Malinda Spencer Executive Presbyter 
 Brenda Williams Moderator 
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Commissioned Ruling Elders Present: (2) 
 

William Agnew Jonathan Kimball  
 

Commissioned Ruling Elders Absent: (1) 
Tim Oster   

 

Seated as a Corresponding Member (4) (as noted in minutes) 
  Sherri Finke, Presbyterian Foundation  
  Kenn Tilus, Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services  
  Doug Dischenger, Insurance Board  
  Mark Dischenger, Insurance Board 
 

Present in an Official Capacity Present: (2) 
Linda Holt, Stated Clerk pro-tem 
Michael Simpson, presentation                             
 

Other visitors present: (11) 
 

Attendance Summary 
 The attendance for the 218th Stated Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery 

Teaching Elder Members    13 

Teaching Elder Members Retired     4 

Commissioned Ruling Elders      2 
Ruling Elder Commissioners from Sessions 20 
Ruling Elder Members by Virtue of Office    4 
Corresponding Member      4 
Present in an Official Capacity     2 
Other visitors present   11 

  Total Registered Attendance  60 

 

Clerk pro-tem, Linda Holt noted that 10 minutes would be added to the AMC report to 

accommodate a report from the insurance board and then moved that the docket be 

approved as amended. Motion was seconded. Time for questions and discussion was 

given. Hearing no objections to the approval of the amended docket, it was approved. 

 

DOCKET - AMENDED 

 

   

8:30 AM  Informal Fellowship  
New Commissioner Orientation 
(8:45) 

 
Temporary Stated Clerk, Ruling 
Elder Linda Holt 
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9:34 AM Call to Order Moderator, Ruling Elder Brenda 
Williams 

 
Opening Prayer and Greeting from 
Host Church: Crocker Presbyterian 
Church of Crocker, MO 

Ruling Elder, Bill Agnew 

9:40 AM Introduction of Elders and Ministers 
New to the Presbytery 

Moderator, Ruling Elder Brenda 
Williams 

9:45 AM Report of Stated Clerk 
● Declaration of a quorum  
● Approval of docket  
● Approval of the Consent Agenda 
● Seating of corresponding members  

Clerk pro-tem, Ruling Elder Linda 
Holt 

10:00 AM Service of Morning Worship  Pastor John Anderson, First 
Presbyterian Church, Joplin  

11:00 AM BREAK  

11:10 AM Education Time Crocker Presbyterian Church Food 
Pantry 

12:00 PM LUNCH  

1:00 PM Call to Order and Report of the 
Executive Presbyter 

Moderator, Ruling Elder Brenda 
Williams/ Elder Malinda Spencer 

1:10 PM Report of Presbyterian Women Mary Lynne Grimmes  

1:15 PM Report of Mission and Nurture Elder Marsha Landrith/Mike 
Simpson 

1:25 PM Report from Administrative Ministries Ruling Elder Reina Daleske / Doug 
Dischenger  

1:30 PM Report of the Treasurer   The Rev. Dennis Winzenried  

1:35 PM Report from Committee on Ministry 
• Carthage AC Report 
• Woodland Heights AC Report 
• Commemoration of the Ministry 
          of Woodland Heights 

Ruling Elder Bill Martin 

 

RE Susan Uffmann 

RE Jana Moore, clerk of session 
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1:40 PM Report from Synod of Mid America Laura Agee 

1:42 PM Report from General Council The Rev. Dan Davis 

1:45 PM Resolution of Thanks and Closing 
Prayer / Go out as a Worshiping 
Community 

Rev. Dennis Winzenried 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

* Indicates an action item moved from another report to the Consent Agenda. 

 From Stated Clerk’s Report: 

 * 1. To dispense with the reading of the minutes of the February 22, 2025 Stated 

  Meeting of John Calvin Presbytery and that those minutes be approved. 

 From the Report of Administrative Ministries Committee: 

 * 2. That the financial reports for January 1 – March 31, 2025 be filed for review: 

  Financial reports for Budget vs Actuals: 1st Quarter 2025, 

  JCP Income Expense 1st Quarter 2025, 

  JCP Financial Balance Report 1st Quarter 2025, 

  Per Capita & Shared Mission 2025. 

 

Clerk pro-tem, Ruling Elder Linda Holt, moved that the Consent Agenda be approved.  

The Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA - AMENDED 

 

Clerk pro-tem, Ruling Elder Linda Holt asked if there were any corresponding members.  

- Sherri Finke, Presbyterian Foundation 

- Kenn Tilus, Presbyterian Children’s Home and Service 

- Doug and Mark Dischenger, Insurance Board, Synod Group Plan 

 

********** Concludes the Report of the Stated Clerk ********** 

 

Service of Morning Worship with the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
● The Rev. John Anderson led our worship service and officiated the Lord’s 

Supper. The offering that was collected will be split evenly between Crocker 
Presbyterian Church, Crocker, MO for their food pantry and John Calvin 
Presbytery’s Creative Ministry Grant Fund. 

********** Concludes Service of Morning Worship ********** 
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Report of the Presbyterian Women 

 

Presbyterian Women of John Calvin Presbytery held our spring gathering Saturday, 

May 3, 2025, at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Kimberling City, MO.  The event was 

fabulous.  The ladies of St. Andrew were very supportive and really stepped up to the 

plate to volunteer their help with all the ‘behind the scenes’ work.  Pastor Tom gave a 

very inspirational 20-minute meditation on how to feel joy in spite of all that is going on 

in our world today.  Other highlights of our gathering included: 

1. Information on the Presbyterian Women’s Racial Equity Dialogue Team to build 

an inclusive, caring community using dialogue as a tool for building relationships 

among women from different racial ethnic groups.  Each Synod is to have a 

team; Toni Spieth is Co-Chair on the Synod of Mid America committee.  

2. PW JCP Mission Report: Each church in the Presbytery is to submit a report to 

Mission Consultant Carol Minton listing the mission work of the church.  We 

thank Fort Scott, Golden City, Joplin First, Kimberling City St. Andrew, Mountain 

View, Springfield Trinity, Springfield Westminster and Willard/Mt. Zion for 

submitting their report. Only eight churches filled four pages with their mission 

work!  Let’s receive mission reports from all churches for 2025!   

3. Eighty percent of the offering from each PW gathering goes to a mission of the 

host church.   St. Andrew selected their Loaves and Fishes program and 

received $350 to help fund that program; $85 will be sent to the PW Birthday 

Offering. 

PW holds two gatherings each year – spring and fall.   The theme for each gathering is 

one of the two Presbyterian Women’s major national mission projects – Birthday 

Offering and Thank Offering.  The birthday offering started in 1922 when women were 

challenged to give a penny for each year of their life with the proceeds going to a girls’ 

school in Japan.  The tradition continues today with one to five projects funded each 

year in the amount of $75,000 to $150,000 each, depending on donations.  About 25 

years ago a John Calvin organization received one of the grants – this was in Branson 

where a women’s and children’s shelter abuse center was getting organized.  They 

received $125,000 to remodel a building for the cause.   

If your church has a wonderful idea which only needs money to get off the ground, 

consider applying for a birthday grant or a thank offering grant.  The Thank Offering is 

for smaller projects which might work better for your church – up to 20 projects in the 

amount of $5,000 to $50,000 are awarded each year.  Application deadline for the 

Birthday Offering grants is June 1 and for the Thank Offering grants, November 1.  It is 
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time for John Calvin to once again receive a PW grant.  For complete details go to 

presbyterianwomen.org.  Click Giving and Funding, then Grants. 

 

Our fall gathering will be hosted jointly by Hillcrest Presbyterian and Gibson Chapel on 

Saturday, September 20, 2025. Please put this date on your church calendar.  

********** Concludes Report from Presbyterian Women ********** 

From Report of the Executive Presbyter 

 

The work of a presbytery is sometimes repetitive:  supporting churches as they search 

for a pastor, exercising financial oversight, guiding staff, responding to needs.  The 

presbytery coordinated Zoom Bible studies in Lent, Advent, summer, and fall.  We filled 

flood buckets at presbytery meetings.  In accordance with the Book of Order, we 

provide yearly boundaries training, about 5 sessions each year, in different parts of the 

presbytery.  Four stated presbytery meetings each year, and a few called meetings.  All 

of these things require many hands, and minds.   

Some of our work is more stand-alone; that is, each event is not a repeat of any other 

event.  Here’s a list of some of the work of John Calvin Presbytery.  It starts with the 

most recent and goes backwards in time.   

2025--Catherine Neelly-Burton at Pittsburg 

Paul Grier at Pittsburg—You are more than your building! 

Crockpot Gathering at Ozark “This event is beginning to bear fruit.” 

Second Toolbox for Christian Ministry event at Trinity-Springfield 

Pastor and spouse gathering at Westminster—Counting Your Blessings 

Book of Order presentations on amendments--Townhall on Zoom 

Summer 2024—Paul Grier at Rolla 

First Toolbox for Christian Ministry event at Trinity-Springfield  

Pastor and spouse gathering at Woodland Heights 

2023--Preaching class, led by a faculty member from Dubuque Seminary, on 

Zoom 

Church Financial Series at Aurora, Ozark, Westminster, and FPC Joplin  

I hope you’ve taken advantage of some of these gatherings, and that we’ll be able to 

have many more, on topics your church needs.  Can you think of a topic?  Would your 
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church be willing to host a gathering?  Let someone on a committee or Council know, 

and we’ll see what we can do. 

********** Concludes the Report of the Executive Presbyter ********** 

From the Mission and Nurture Report 

 

Action Item for Presbytery: None. 

 

PC(USA) Youth Triennium: The Triennium is July 28-31, 2025 in Louisville, Kentucky, 

for high-school-age youth. According to the denomination website, “It is a well-planned 

and thoughtfully led event focused on worship, disciple making, Christian compassion & 

justice and biblical/theological education. It is also a catalyst for many young people to 

take the next steps in their faith.” https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/ 

 

Synod Youth Workshop: The Synod Youth Workshop will be held July 14-19, 2025 at 

Tulsa University. https://www.synodyouthworkshop.com/ 

Living Water for the World: Mike Simpson made a presentation on their recent trip to 

the Dominican Republic. 

 

Public Domain Hymn Project: Learn how to access and use the music/lyrics to the 

hymns available now through the Presbytery. 

********** Concludes Report of Mission and Nurture Committee ********** 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Per Capita gifts – 9 churches have paid their 2025 Per Capita in full, 7 others have paid 

some of their 2025 Per Capita. At the end of the first quarter that left 25 churches that 

have not sent in any per capita for 2025.  

Thanks to Willow Springs, Erie Federated, Mountain View, Webb City, Westminster 

(Springfield), Chanute, Iola, Parson, Woodland Heights (Springfield) who have sent 

in all their Per Capita for 2025.  

Thanks also to these who have sent in a portion of their Per Capita: Mt. Zion Willard, 

Fort Scott, Nevada, Carthage, Trinity (Shell Knob), Pittsburg, Hillcrest 

(Springfield).  

Shared Mission gifts – 8 churches have sent in gifts for Shared Mission: Mulberry 

United, Willow Springs, Erie Federated, Mountain View, Webb City, Westminster 

https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/
http://www.synodyouthworkshop.com/
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(Springfield), Trinity (Springfield) and Nevada. Along with these two minister 

members of presbytery are giving regular gifts to Shared Mission. We thank each of you 

for your gifts.  

An FYI about a gift from Mulberry United. Their gift to the shared mission was from a 

phone rebate a member received on behalf of the church and was then sent on to us. 

Thank YOU! 

(See April update for gifts from churches at end of this report.) 

Financial Summary first quarter 2025 

Revenue: Per Capita = $25,308.74, Shared Mission = $10,798.17, other revenue = 

$21,713.53. Total Revenue = $57,820.44 

Total Expenditures: $76,325.76.  

Expenditures – Revenue = -$18,505.32 

Update on Woodland Heights selling of their property and closing.  

End of February - $244,629.29 deposited in our Great Southern Account. It was then 

moved to the CFO Cash account because of higher interest rate (around 4%).  

Of this amount $171,240.50 (70%) has been placed in Church Development Equity 

Fund #3030. 20% is set aside to fund ministry/mission the church designates 

$48,925.86 and then 10% for the presbytery’s work on helping with closing of the 

church = $24,462.93. When Woodland Heights closing is completed, any funds received 

will be spilt ; 70/20/10.  

Closing Note – Just like a local congregation, presbytery counts on gifts from all 

member churches. Not all can give the same amount yet all can make a similar 

sacrifice. 10% is suggested in scripture. The 10% would be Per Capita plus gifts for 

shared mission. If not 10% then may each session set its own percentage goal for 2025.  

April 2025 update for gifts from churches 

First Aurora, Crocker and First Joplin all sent in a portion of the Per Capita for 2025.  

First Aurora and Crocker sent in shared mission gifts as well. 

Thanks for these gifts to the presbytery. 

 

May 2025 gifts 
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Crane Presbyterian paid their Per Capita in full and given a gift to the shared 

mission of presbytery. We thank you for joining other congregations that have 

done likewise. 

Total Income through May 2025 = $81,553. 

Total Expenses through May 2025 = $105,237. 

-$23,684 expenses over income. 

23 of our congregations have paid all or given some to Per Capita. 

11 of our congregations have given to Shared Mission. We thank you for each 

gift. 

A friend of mine shared the following with me. He had shared it with his 

congregational members. Not all give equal amounts, yet all are called to give 

equal sacrifice. 0 

********** Concludes the Treasurer’s Report ********** 

From the Administrative Ministries Committee Report: 

 

For Action: 

1. Financial reports for Budget vs Actuals: 1st Quarter 2025, JCP Income Expense 

1st Quarter 2025, JCP Financial Balance Report 1st Quarter 2025, Per Capita & 

Shared Mission 2025. 

2. In addition to the previous First Presbyterian Church of Carthage Missouri 

Administrative Commission responsibilities, set forth and approved by John 

Calvin Presbytery at its stated meeting on February 22, 2025, this Administrative 

Ministries Committee passed the motion to add the following: “The First 

Presbyterian Church of Carthage Administrative Commission (AC) will act on 

behalf of the presbytery through the final phase of the sale, as long as the AC 

deems that the sale is in the best interest of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Carthage and John Calvin Presbytery, unless the terms of the sale undergo 

significant change. 

3. John Calvin Presbytery overtures Commerce Bank, administrator of the trust, 

which was established by a Woodland Heights member, to transfer the 

beneficiary to Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, a daughter church of Woodland 

Heights, so that the work envisioned by the original donor may continue to be 

achieved. 

Actions Taken: 
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1. General Council approved the transfer of 70% of $244,629.29 from the sale of 

Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church building into the Church Development 

Equity fund #3030. This aligns with JCP’s policy of 70/20/10 percent for the sale 

of church property. Any further monies from Woodland Heights will be handled in 

the same manner. 

For Information: 

1. Bob Frasier, JCP Stated Clerk: Bob reported monthly hours for January (31.75), 

February (65.25), March (20.5) and April (20.5). These hours permitted Bob to 

become familiar with JCP, complete reports from 2024, attend Presbytery 

meeting and the Toolbox Event. As he prepares for session record reviews, 

which will be scheduled for late summer/early fall, he will use his time in 

conjunction with other events to maximize what is accomplished on each of his 

trips in JCP. 

2. With respect to the AMC Committee’s time, the committee is moving forward in 

subcommittees to cover tasks including personnel manual, JCP insurance 

coverage, investments, budget, etc. 

********** Concludes the Report of Administrative Ministries Committee ********** 

Committee on Ministry Report 

 

FOR INFORMATION 

1. Honored the request of Kent Hollingsworth to be relieved of his duties as 

Moderator of the Session at Hampton Presbyterian Church 

2. Accepted, with regrets, the resignation of William Lee, (TE) from the Committee 

on Ministry 

3. Transferred Laurie Foos, (TE) from John Calvin Presbytery to Seattle Presbytery 

by request 

4. Confirmed the Pulpit Supply Policy of John Calvin Presbytery that those filling in 

that capacity are not the serve the same Pulpit two consecutive weeks without 

permission for the Committee on Ministry. 

5. Barry Williams, (HRTE) reported on the first meeting of the Vision Taskforce 

regarding “Challenges of Our Churches.” Identified areas of needs in our 

churches (1) Our churches need help in establishing a mission and vision for 

their congregations, (2) Churched need assistance in money and resources 

available, and (3) Strengthening congregational and pastoral leadership.  
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6. Next meeting of the Taskforce is June 24. 

********** Concludes the Report of Committee on Ministry Committee ********** 

Administrative Commission Reports 

A report of the Administrative Commission for the sale of the property of First 

Presbyterian Church, Carthage 

REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION 

for FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of CARTHAGE 

On February 22, 2025 an Administrative Commission was assigned by John Calvin 

Presbytery to work with the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Carthage to 

determine the future of the congregation and the possible sale of the church property. 

The AC met with the Carthage session and other congregation members to begin the 

discussions on April 6, 2025. FPC Carthage had been renting portions of the building to 

Cornerstone Baptist Church, starting with the Fellowship Hall.  The attendance of the 

Cornerstone Church was increasing to the point that they were using some additional 

space.  During Lent, Cornerstone began using the Sanctuary for services.  This led to 

the two congregations to alter the times of the services to allow both to hold services in 

the Sanctuary. 

Cornerstone had also been contacted by a private Christian based school to possibly 

move their school to the Carthage property. 

In the discussion that followed, the AC asked what the Carthage congregation wanted 

to do in the future.  They said they were intending to remain an active congregation in 

the PCUSA denomination.  They were considering selling the building.  Leasing the  

building was also being considered.  The major concern expressed was, if the building 

were sold, they wanted the building to remain a place of worship.  They were worried 

that if it was sold to a non-church organization, it might be torn down for the value of the 

land. 

The document JCP Steps for the Sale of Property was shared with the group.  It was 

noted that they had already begun the process as stated. 

The AC advised them to continue to discuss the options and decide what direction the 

congregation would follow. 

On April 19, 2025, the AC met with session of the Carthage Church.  Members of the 

session told the AC that after much discussion with the congregation, they wanted to 
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see the building remain a church and the members wanted to remain a congregation. 

Session members shared that the Cornerstone Church wanted to welcome the private 

Christian school into the building with classes beginning August 15, 2025. 

The AC outlined three possible options for Carthage to consider: 

1. Continue to lease space to Cornerstone and welcome the school on a one-year 

lease. 

2. Sell the building to Cornerstone and request an option to “nest” in the building for 

the foreseeable future. 

3. Sell the building and buy or lease another facility. 

After some discussion, the session voted to call a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, 

April 27, 2025 to consider selling the building. 

On May 10, 2025, at a Called Meeting of the Carthage Session, a proposed sales 

contract for the church building to Cornerstone Baptist Church.  The session vote 

allowed Trustee Dale Kersten to accept and sign the proposed sales agreement, 

subject to JCP approval. The session also voted to call a Congregational Meeting to 

approve the contract for the sale of the building with a closing date of October 31, 2025.  

The Congregational Meeting will be followed by worship on May 18, 2025. 

 

A report of the Administrative Commission for the Woodland Heights 

Presbyterian Church, Springfield 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 

Administrative Commission Report 

Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church, Springfield, MO 

 

The Administrative Commission (AC) for Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church is 

composed of Rev. Dr. Daniel Lee (moderator), Elder Jay Kretzmeier (clerk), Elder 

Susan Uffmann, and Elder Bob Wilson. 

 

 Beginning on June 16, 2024 with a Zoom call including Clerk of Session, Jana Moore, 

and moving through many combined meetings with the full Session, this committee has 

attempted to walk with this congregation in their journey through the process of 

reviewing their current standings and their ongoing prospects. The AC attempted to 

listen, guide, and help with their discernment as they looked realistically at where they 

were and where they saw they needed to move forward as good stewards of their faith. 
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Through this process, the sale of their church building was deemed necessary and they 

sought and received approval from the Administrative Ministries Committee (AMC) to 

list the building for sale.  

 

Date of Sale: February 24, 2025.  

Sale Price: $400,000.00  

Final figure after closing costs and paying off loan: $244,692.29 (sent to JCP)  

Checks have also been sent to JCP from:  

Edward Jones $49,251.95  

Commerce $18,000.00  

(This leaves $1,156.80 in the account to finish out any loose ends. Balance to be mailed 

as soon as all other checks have cleared the account.) (TOTAL $311,944.24 +) 

 Disbursement from these proceeds:  

● 70% JCP – New Church Development  

● 10% JCP – Operational Funds 

● 20% Woodland Heights designated mission as follows:  

● 1/3 Crosslines Community Outreach  

● 1/3 Presbyterian Children’s Home  

● 1/3 Hillcrest Presbyterian (Springfield, MO) as follows:  

■ $5,000 to Air Conditioning Fund  

■ $5,000 to Food Bank 

■ $10,000 to be applied toward mortgage  

Woodland Heights was also the recipient of a substantial disbursement from a Trust. 

Commerce Trust Board will decide if that will be transferred to Hillcrest Presbyterian 

(Springfield, MO) as requested by Woodland Heights.  

 

All paid staff have received their complete compensation. All accounts have been paid, 

with the small amount in checking left for any unforeseen balances.  

 

Dissolution of Church Corporation with the state of Missouri is in process.  

 

Preservation of church records – boxed and delivered – should be done as of May 31, 

2025.  

 

Woodland Heights register and current year minutes have been turned over by May 31, 

2025, to the Stated Clerk so that church membership transfers can be processed.  
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Status of church members:  

Almost all of Woodland Heights members have ended up attending Hillcrest 

Presbyterian following a suggested period of visiting local churches. Perhaps this can 

be seen as “coming full circle”, as Hillcrest was started by Woodland Heights! 

  

Commemoration of the Ministry of Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church 

Jana Moore, the clerk of session of Woodland Heights Presbyterian Church recalled the 

history and impact of Woodland Heights on the community at large and the church 

family.  

 

 

MOTIONS:  

 

With gratitude for Woodland Heights' great ministry, service, and stewardship of the 

Kingdom, I move that the congregation of Woodland Heights be dissolved as of May 31, 

2025. 

  

I also move that the Administrative Commission for Woodland Heights be dismissed. 

********** Concludes the Administrative Commission Reports ********** 

Report of the Synod of Mid America 

 

A report was given about the life of the Synod and opportunities and things that are 

happening in the Synod. 

********** Concludes the Synod of Mid America Report ********** 

Report of General Council 

 

FOR ACTION 

1. In accordance with assigned responsibilities (3.10 Manual of Operations) the 

General Council nominates the following to fill vacancies in the Class of 2027 on 

the Committee on Representation: 

 John Nipper   WMTE, Honorably Retired, Springfield, MO 

 Michael Simpson WMRE, Trinity Presbyterian, Springfield, MO 
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FOR INFORMATION 

1. The General Council approved the presbytery paying moderator Brenda 

Williams’s expense to attend the Spring Assembly of the Synod of Mid America. 

2. The General Council approved supplementing the purchase of books for a book 

study with funds for the former Resource Center. 

3. The General Council approved funding the Toolbox events from COVID grant 

money as needed after offerings and donations receive. 

4. The General Council approved providing $300 scholarships to reimburse those 

attending the Stewardship Kaleidoscope event, scheduled for New Orleans on 

September 22-24. 
 

********** Concludes General Council Report ********** 

Report of Committee on Representation 

 

For Action 

COR moves that Sarah Gengler serve an unexpired term in the class of 2027 on the 

Committee on Ministry. She has agreed to serve in this way. 

 

For Information 

No other information to share 

********** Concludes Committee on Representation Report ********** 

Motion was made to close the John Calvin Presbytery 218th Stated Meeting following 

the Resolution of Thanks and the closing prayer. Seconded. Motion Approved. 

Ruling Elder Brenda Williams invited the Rev. Dennis Winzenried to offer the Resolution 

of Thanks and the closing prayer. 

Moderator Ruling Elder Brenda Williams adjourned the meeting at 1:42PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Scarlet Cormack 

Recording Clerk 

John Calvin Presbytery  


