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Practical Tools for Ministry

CONNECTIONS FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW

I'm coming to the event and here’s why...

I'm an elder from a small, rural congregation having
discussions about how we will continue when our pastor
retires. Rural Presbylerian churches can’t compete with larger
churches o attract pastors. It's a painful but necessary
conversation. Have we failed? Does God see us? Isthere a
place for us in this denomination? Yel we know God does see
us. There’s a sense of Him turning and smiling and urging us
lo come on - not to worry. So we will follow. And we pray this
evenl will equip us with the skills and resources to answer
God's call as we face this time of change. Patricia Orchard
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Calendar of Events

January.
18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

February

1 National Freedom Day

2. World Interfaith Harmony Day

11 Souper Bow! of Caring

14 Valentines Day and Ash Wednesday

March

1 World Day of Prayer

8 International Women'’s Day

18 Celebrating the Gifts of Women
Sunday/UN Commission on the Status
of Women

31 Easter

Preshyterian
Women'

Page Turners

Remarkably Bright Creatures
by Shelby Van Pelt

A charming book exploring the
depths of friendship and hope,
when they both seem lacking. It
follows a widow as she connects
with a giant Pacific octopus and
their journey through trying days.

Moderator’s Moment

Greetings and a Happy 2024 to you all!

As we begin a new year and continue "to nurture our faith through prayer and
Bible study." | want to share my experience with lesson four of "Sacred
Encounters” (2023-2024 PW/Horizons Bible Study).

We at Woodland Heights in Springfield have joined Lydia Circle at Springfield's
Trinity. This month, lesson four from Luke 10:38-42, we were challenged to read
the story of Mary and Martha with imagination and fresh eyes. Their encounter
with Jesus "calls us to value the role of each person in the community of faith."
This lesson presented an alternative way to view this story and sparked lively
discussion. "Reimagining Martha's role in the Jesus movement and
acknowledging Mary's role as Christ-given allows us to reaffirm the doctrine of
the priesthood of all believers. Teaching this theological concept can help each
person recognize their importance in the church and foster a sense of belonging.
It moves us from a clergy-centric or pastor-centric model of church to one in
which everyone feels valued and everyone has a part to play in the mission of
Christ." (Sacred Encounters)

| look forward to our monthly meetings with the women of Lydia Circle and
encourage all of us to join another church's PW Circle or group if necessary.

Joan Russell, Co-moderator PWICP

In the Know about Churchwide Gathering 2024

Did you know, The Gathering Quest, is a monthly email series focused on helping
you plan for the the PW Churchwide Gathering? You can be a part of this by
sending an email to patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org with the subject “add me to
PW emails!”

With the Gathering being held in St. Louis this year, we are hoping for a large
turnout from John Calvin. The theme for the conference will be “Do Everything
in Love.” The dates for this awesome conference will begin on August 8 and
conclude on August 11. Registration will open in March with full registration
being at 5450 and a one day or online registration set at $150.

If you plan to attend, PWICP, will once again be giving partial scholarships for
registration to John Calvin women. For more information you may contact,
Susan Uffmann, treasurer or see her at the April meeting in Ozark.




2023 USA Mission Experience -
Arizona and the Border Region

The November/December 2023 Horizons
(the magazine for Presbyterian Women)
contains a lot of thought-provoking articles
from many various aspects and views in
regards to this complex issue of
immigration. Hopefully, these can give us
more understanding and expand our
knowledge about the issues surrounding all
the rhetoric and our responses/actions
from our faith and beliefs.

Under The USA Mission Experience at a
Glance on page 24, it states, “In addition to
time in Phoenix and Tucson, the USA Mission
Experience went to Douglas, Arizona, and
Aqua Prieta, Mexico, to visit Frontera de
Cristo’s strong and varied ministries with
people living in and passing through the
borderlands. The region is a microcosm of
the migration realities that every state, and
likely every community, experiences.”

Look over their suggestions on what actions
we might personally and locally participate
in as we continue learning how to serve as
Christ’s hands and feet “for all of God’s
children”.

For more information see: Horizon
Magazine Nov/Dec 2023

. Migration - The Movement of Borders, Policies and
People

. Resistance and Hope: A Faithful Response to the
Realities of Migration

. People Crossing Borders

. Sanctuary: A Historic Movement with Evolving
Strategies

. Participant Reflections

May you be blessed....... and may
you be a blessing!

Wonder Woman

The Horizon's article “Wonder Woman: Real or Myth” by
Anita Wright discusses Proverbs 31:10-31 description of an
ideal or perfect woman or wife. Well, none of us are ideal or
perfect, but each of us has strengths as women: by
advocating for others, caring and supporting those less
fortunate, taking care of our families, supporting our church
missions, and many other actions that give others
something they need. So, Wonder Woman is each of us —
no longer a myth. For more information see: Horizon
Magazine Nov/Dec 2023

Spring Gathering— April 20,2024
Ozark Presbyterian Church

Dear Presbyterian Women of John Calvin Presbytery,

We will meet together for Spring Gathering 2024 at Ozark
Presbyterian Church, April 20, 2024, located in Ozark,
Missouri.

Installation of officers for PWICP will take place. We
will also celebrate the PW Birthday Offering and the
Fellowship of the Least Coin. The Least Coin offering
started in 1956 as a prayer movement. This year,
project funding of $108,000 will be distributed to
worthy causes in the USA, Latin America, Africa, Asia
and the Middle East. Don’t forget to bring your least
coin to donate to this worthy cause!

Please join us for a fun filled day!




= Clean your shelves while helping another church!
= Bring study books to the resource table at the
meeting.

Save the Date!
The first Stated Meeting for 2024 will be held on
Saturday, February 24th at Willard.

Per Capita Sunday
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January 21st

Presbyterians are invited to center their
worship services around the ways in which we
are called into mutual support and ministry
through per capita giving.

PRESBYTERIAN
GOLF ASSEMBLY

+ +

BEST BALL TOURNAMENT

Four person scramble
(at least one Presbyterian per team required)

We are hoping for 72 players to get the best price.
This is not a fundraising event — it is for fellowship, outreach
and playing the game we adore (and sometimes despise).
Price will be approximately $50 per player for a round,
' n‘ cart and lunch provided by Deer Lake.

‘ REGISTER SOON WITH MIKE SIMPSON
% = (TRINITY PRES) AT 870-736-2172

A April 27, 2024

DEER LAKE PUBLIC GOLF COURSE,
SPRINGFIELD, MO

TERMS OF CALL
MINISTER'S REPORT




& SESSION REPORTS
OH MY!!!
It's that time of year again! We are very excited to bring you

fillable web forms! You just click the link, fill in the correct
information, and hit SUBMIT! It's as easy as that!!

We have also been trying to make church information easier to
access. Please find your church here and let us know if the
information is correct or not. We appreciate you and all of your
hard work!

We would like these forms to be completed by February 2, 2024.
This will give us time to complete the directory before the meeting
on February 24th.

A Vital Gift from Our Board of Pensions for Members of Your
Presbytery

Last summer, the Board of Pensions of the PC (USA) began the Clergy Wellness Support
Program. This initiative provides ministers with grants up to $5,000 to foster renewal and
wholeness. The grants can be taken every six years.

The Clergy Program at the Davidson Centre for the Professionsis one of the
seven preapproved programs of the Clergy Wellness Program www.pensions.org/your-
path-to-wholeness/assistance-program/receiving-assistance/clergy-wellness-support.

Since 2004, more than 1,200 clergy have participated in this on-site intensive wellness
program —The Clergy Program. This program in Davidson, North Carolina has
strengthened lives and revitalized careers, especially for those in transition and stress.
This grant from our Board of Pensions will cover the full cost of this program and all
related travel expenses for pastors earning under an $80,000 salary.

We caregivers tend to give care for everyone, except ourselves. This onsite Clergy
Program includes intensive wellness work with certified counselors, spiritual directors,
consultants, life coaches, nutritionists, financial counselors, and personal fitness trainers.
It is a great week of self-care and a way to obtain tools for personal/professional
resilience. General information is found at www.davcp.com. This is an independent,
ecumenical, HIPAA compliant service, and a validated ministry of our church.

We are asking you to let members of your Presbytery know about our Clergy Program and
the other preapproved programs of our Board of Pensions. Please edit this note as you
wish and let your members know of this vital opportunity. You may wish to do so
through:

e Personal emails to members of your Presbytery,

e A Newsletter,

e Statement during a Presbytery meeting, and/or

e Any avenue you see best.

You members can register, or ask questions, by contacting our new Director Suzanne
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Schilling. Contact information is below.
Thank you and peace!

George Jacobs,

Director Emeritus and member of the Presbytery of Charlotte

Prayers Requested

All churches seeking a new pastor, to
understand God's call moving

forward.

First Presbyterian Church, Aurora, Missouri

First Presbyterian Church, Chanute, Kansas

Crane Presbyterian Church, Crane, Missouri

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church @Hideaway, Galena,
Missouri

First Presbyterian Church, Rolla, Missouri

First Presbyterian Church, Sarcoxie, Missouri

First Presbyterian Church, Scammon, Kansas
Community Presbyterian Church, Forsyth, Missouri

JCPDA

All Pastors of John Calvin Presbytery

Prayer submissions will remain on
the prayer list for two weeks,
unless an update is received.

To submit a prayer request, please
email cia@jcpresbytery.com

IISMO Youth Mentor Program

Pneumatrix Free Webinars

Contact Us!

Executive Presbyter:

Malinda Spencer
417-437-6748
mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Stated Clerk:

Becky Schwandt

417-837-9051
bschwandt@jcpresbytery.com

Communication & Information Assistant:
Rachel Holcomb

417-476-4031 Ext. 700
cia@jcpresbytery.com

copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Moderator of Presbytery:

Dan Davis

308-830-0535
revdanl@iolapresbyterian.org

& copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

General Council Moderator:

Kira Anderson

404-786-5291
kira.anderson@fpcjoplin.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Administrative Ministries Committee
Moderator:

Bob Dahlgren

417-280-6557
revrobertd@yahoo.com

copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Committee Ministry Moderator:
Kent Hollingsworth

417-848-8551
kenthollingsworth@gmail.com
copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Sub-Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Moderator:

Dixie Anders

563-343-9071

revdrdixie@gmail.com

copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Committee on Representation Moderator:
Diane Cooke

417-257-8349

dianejkik@gmail.com

copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

Mission and Nurture Committee Moderator:
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Daniel Lee

JC Presbyterian Women Co-Moderators: 417-414-2321
Joan Russell & Linda Jackson rev.dslee@gmail.com
Joan Russell - 417-895-0848 copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

jrikrussell34@gmail.com

Anti-Racism Task Force Moderator:

JC Living Waters Ministry: Jennifer Dawson
Grant & Toni Spieth 214-930-1726
620-762-3171 revdawson.j@gmail.com

tonis@columbus-ks.com copy mspencer@jcpresbytery.com

JCPDA Ministry:
Grant & Toni Spieth
Toni: 620-762-3171
tonis@columbus-ks.com

John Calvin Presbytery | PO Box 1394, Ozark, MO 65721-1394
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