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JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERY 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 

 
FOR ACTION: (Items with an * are included in the consent agenda.) 
 

1. * That Presbytery dissolve the bonds of the pastoral relationship between the Reverend Charley 
Shurtz and St. Andrew Presbyterian Church at Hideaway and transfer his membership to 
Presbytery of New Covenant as of July 15, 2021. 
 

2. * That Presbytery dissolve the bonds of the pastoral relationship between the Reverend Lou 
Ellen Hartley and First Presbyterian Church, Rolla, effective June 20, 2021, and transfer her 
membership to Tampa Bay Presbytery. 
 

3. That Presbytery examine Laura Agee for membership in the presbytery, for ordination, and for a 
full- time call as installed pastor for First Presbyterian Church, Nevada, 
Missouri beginning August 1, 2021, with the following terms of call:   

Salary   $55,000  
BOP dues  $20,350  
CE   $  1,500  
Mileage    $     500 @ IRS rate  
Prof. Expenses $     500  
Total Cost  $77,850  
2 weeks CE leave  
4 weeks vacation leave  

 
 
FOR INFORMATION: 
Actions taken: 

1. Received reports from COM liaisons. 
2. Received a report from Elder Greg Emery about the Transitional Project. 
3. Provided input to General Council concerning current grant applications. 
4. Received reports of the Administrative Commission working with First, Lockwood. 
5. Conducted a fit interview. 
6.  Assigned members to conduct exit interviews. 
7. Appointed the Rev. Greg Esselman to moderate the congregational meeting of St. 

Andrew Presbyterian Church at Hideaway on July 25 and the Rev. Dennis Winzenried to 
moderate their session beginning in September. 

8. Assigned the Rev. Greg Esselman to be COM liaison to St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
at Hideaway. 

9. Appointed the Rev. Bob Dahlgren as session moderator for First Presbyterian Church, 
Rolla. (Session meetings will be held by Zoom.) 

10. Assigned the Rev. Jennifer Dawson as mentor to Laura Agee. 
11. Appointed the Rev. Jennifer Dawson to moderate session for First Presbyterian Church, 

Fort Scott, on July 8. 
12. Assigned the Rev. Frank LeBlanc as moderator for Hollister Presbyterian Church. 
13. Assigned the Rev. Frank LeBlanc as mentor for CRE Clancy Cherry. 
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14. Combined COM’s stated meetings for November and December into one meeting held by 
Zoom on November 18, 2021. 

15. Placed the Rev. John Nipper on the pulpit supply list. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENTS 
 

Laura Agee 
Autobiography 

 
I was born in Terrell, Texas in December of 1982 and was baptized at 2 weeks old at First 

Presbyterian Church of Terrell, Texas by Rev. Dr. Eleanor Cherryholmes. My parents and I moved shortly 
after that to the central Gulf Coast area of Florida for 14 years where we were very involved at Kirkwood 
Presbyterian Church. Right before high school, my parents, maternal grandmother, and I moved to 
Arlington, Texas to be closer to my dad’s side of the family. I moved to Boulder, Colorado for college, 
initially majoring in Chemistry but then switching to Religious Studies and Sociology.  

I got connected to First Presbyterian Church of Boulder, Colorado. I attended the Tuesday night 
college ministry, Sunday morning services, volunteered with the high school ministry, and participated in 
missions in Los Angeles, Peru, and Belize. After graduation, I moved to Newport Beach, California to 
work as a junior high ministry intern at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church for two years. Then I headed 
south to San Diego and I was a junior high intern at Solana Beach Presbyterian Church in Solana Beach, 
CA. I began a Master’s program at Fuller Theological Seminary without knowing exactly what I wanted 
to do. I began the PCUSA Ordination process as an Inquirer in 2010. I continued taking a combination of 
seminary courses online, through distance learning, weekend intensives, satellite campus, and a season of 
commuting to the Pasadena campus. It was a very busy season while working full time at Solana Beach 
Presbyterian, but I appreciated the balance of learning and practicing ministry. I began a part-time pastoral 
internship (which led to becoming the Youth Director) at Northminster Presbyterian Church at the 
recommendation of my CPM for small church experience. I received a Masters of Divinity from Fuller 
Theological Seminary, became a Candidate for Ordination in the PCUSA in 2012, and certified ready for 
ordination in 2015. 

In 2015 I moved to Ranger, a very small Texas town. I attended First Presbyterian Church of 
Eastland, Texas, a congregation of 12. I spent my time working on small house projects, reading, and 
exploring small towns in the area. During my time of discerning future ministry, I reconnected with a 
mentor from college and began applying for youth ministry positions across the country. I found a job 
posting for a position in Fort Scott, Kansas, and after visiting, I not only fell in love with the congregation 
but the entire community of Fort Scott. I moved in July 2016 and began work as the Director of Youth and 
Media.  

I continued work at First Presbyterian Church in Fort Scott until budget cuts eliminated my 
position in late 2018. The church was supportive in the transition and while I don’t attend church there, I 
remain good friends/colleagues with the pastor.  I began providing pulpit supply for churches within the 
presbytery who were without pastors. This provided space for me to continue working on my preaching 
skills and exploring pastoral ministry. I interviewed with several churches for an ordained position, but 
nothing materialized. This was an emotionally draining time, and I questioned my future in ministry.  
Thankfully, I developed a phenomenal group of friends, bought a house, and began planting roots in the 
community. I began work as a substitute teacher, bartender, census worker, and as an on-call chaplain. 
Now, I’m ready and excited to be ordained and begin the journey of full-time pastoral ministry. 
 
 



John Calvin Presbytery                                                                                                            Two Hundred and Third Stated Meeting 
August 3, 2021                                                         First Presbyterian Church, Iola, Kansas 
                                                                                  (Zoom Videoconference) 
 

Packet 1   E 

Laura Agee 
Statement of Faith 

 
God is the creator of the entire universe and everything in it. God’s authority and power extends 

across all time and place, from the beginning to the end. God is one, the true God, in three persons: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. God is revealed in scripture, through Jesus Christ, and by the Holy Spirit’s illumination 
of creation. Women and men are both created in the image of God and created to be in full communion with 
the triune God. All of creation is poisoned by sin and brokenness. Humans continue to make decisions that 
lead them away from God’s goodness while settling for something far less which leads to continued 
brokenness and suffering.  

Jesus Christ was born of a virgin: fully man and fully divine at the same time, not two, but one. He 
was crucified in order to reconcile sinners to God the Father, saving from sin those whom God has 
redeemed. After dying on a cross, Jesus was raised from the dead, overcoming death, and ascended into 
heaven, allowing the chosen ones to share in righteousness. He will return again in the fulfillment of the 
Kingdom, restoring all of creation to what God initially intended. Through Jesus Christ’s sinless life, his 
sacrificial death and resurrection, we are cleansed of our rebellious nature, redeemed, and made whole. 
With our faith in Jesus Christ alone, God offers us grace to join in God’s movement in the world, free from 
the chains of bondage and brokenness due to sin. Jesus proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom of God, 
its nearness and present fulfillment. The Kingdom of God is good news for all people because it frees us to 
live lives that matter, to give of ourselves as we have been given life free from the judgment and 
condemnation of sin. By a covenant of grace, we are reconciled to God through Christ. We are enabled to 
live our lives pointing to the source of our hope, which implies that we are not only saved from death, but 
also saved for a greater purpose of life. We are called to be tour guides of God’s Kingdom, pointing out to 
others where God is active in the world and restoring the broken places throughout creation. 

The Holy Scriptures, which are composed of both the Old and New Testaments, are God-breathed 
and inspired, and reveal Jesus Christ through the work and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Scripture gives glory 
to God and is illuminated by the Holy Spirit convicting, comforting, converting, and building up the church. 
Through the Holy Spirit, we are guided, transformed, and able to understand the Scriptures, which have 
been given to the church. 

The two sacraments celebrated by the Reformed Tradition are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; 
both in a mysterious way mark God’s followers as belonging to God as they turn from sin, uniting them in 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and testifying to God’s faithfulness in their lives. Baptism is a mark for all 
believers celebrating their entrance into the community of God; this also includes infants as they are 
made part of the community by the faith of their parents and by the work of the Holy Spirit. The Lord’s 
Supper is a sign of our continual communion with the living God, who in Christ, lived and died for us. 
Everyday common elements of water, the fruit of the vine, and bread are used when celebrating the 
sacraments. They retain their true substance while being transformed into spiritual food in the midst of 
our celebration.  

The church is the tangible result of the Spirit of God’s work in the world.  The church is both 
visibly and invisibly sent forth to proclaim the Kingdom of God to the world, under Christ who is the head 
of the church. The marks of the church include the preaching of the Word of God, the right administration 
of the sacraments of Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and the upholding of ecclesiastical 
discipline. The church is composed of the people of God throughout time and place united as one body, 
those whom God alone has redeemed, who gather and are sent together in discipleship and mission. All 
are called to serve the church with their time, energy, and gifts, according to that which the Holy Spirit 
has given to them.  

In all of this I believe because Jesus is Lord.  
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2020-8-10      Administrative Commission Minutes (AC)                                             
   First Presbyterian Church  Lockwood, MO    

In attendance:  Margo Haubein and Loretta Koontz are the last two members of the 
church.  Gary Haubein, husband of Margo and brother of Loretta sat in.   
Rev. Jack Cormack, Kathleen Strait, and Toni Spieth members of the AC met at Haubein’s 
home. 
Excused:  Rev. Christine Iannucilli, Carole Hudgings   
1:30 p.m. Toni opened with prayer then shared the plan for the meeting.  Each one 
introduced self.  After discussion, here are the following items we all agreed upon: 

1) A booklet of history will be located in order to share this information with John 
Calvin Presbytery.  If there is only one, Rev. Jack offered to copy it for the 
historical record of the PC(USA).  

2) All acknowledged the church is not viable.   
3) Rev. Jack recognized the session of Margo and Loretta, to be moderated by the AC, 

so that any decisions/actions will be mutually agreed upon by both members of the 
church and the AC before carrying out. 

4) Loretta and Margo were invited to take any items from the church that would be a 
keepsake for them i.e.: lamp, picture, book, plate, plaque etc. 

5) We voted by consensus to dissolve the pastoral relationship between Rev. Christine 
Iannucilli and the church.  Her last paycheck was March 2020.   

6) Rev. Christine’s name will be removed from the checking account when these minutes 
are sent and Kathleen Strait will be added to the checking account.  The two utility 
bills will be automatically paid but any other check that needs to be written must 
have the okay of Margo, Loretta, and the AC. 

7) Loretta and Margo will get in contact with Elaine Kaelke to explore her continued 
interest in purchasing the Lockwood Church building for the purpose of turning it 
into a community museum.  If Elaine is interested, a meeting will be arranged by 
Loretta or Margo with her, the AC, and all interested parties.  If agreeable terms 
can be negotiated, an attorney competent in real-estate contracts will 
be employed to write the contract including a title/deed search.  If agreeable terms 
cannot be negotiated, the property will be listed for sale with 
Lockwood Enterprises.   

8) Loretta will locate a last bond/CD/annuity worth $5,000 and notify the AC.   
 
Rev, Jack closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted,  Toni Spieth 
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2021-7-1      Administrative Commission Minutes (AC)                                             
    First Presbyterian Church  Lockwood, MO    

Place: Margo and Gary Haubein’s home; 300 E. 8th St.  Lockwood, MO 
In attendance:  Margo Haubein and Loretta Koontz (last two church members) Malinda 
Spencer Executive Presbyter, Rev. Jack Cormack and Carolyn Hudgings members of AC, 
Kathleen Strait Treasurer, Rodney Lowe Realtor, Elaine Kaelky prospective buyer, Toni 
Spieth Moderator JCP 
Excused:  Rev. Christine Iannucilli  
2:10 p.m. Toni opened with prayer and shared plan for the meeting.  Each one introduced 
self.   
Kathleen gave treasurer’s report of $6,021.87. 
Discussion ensued exploring ways to sell the church and disburse funds.  The following was 
agreed upon: 

1) The attorney Alvin Rose needs to be paid $200 for his work towards the sale of the 
property. Toni contacted him February 9, 2021, and after weeks had passed was 
able to ascertain that he would not be able to continue helping us.  Loretta may 
write and mail that check. 

2) Fees for lawn care and utilities will be paid through month of July out of the 
account with Loretta and Kathleen in contact with one another.  There is no 
insurance on the building. 

3) Rodney is willing to broker the sale of the Lockwood Church. He does not want to 
charge us for his work.  We voted to send money to Senior Citizen’s Center, 
Greenfield ($200) in his honor.  

4) Closing fees will also be paid when submitted. 
5) It was agreed that the building is in significant disrepair with hole in ceiling etc.  
6) Since the Methodist Church is not interested in buying another piece of property 

and Elaine has a heart for the church, it was agreed to sell her the church and its 
contents for $10.  Her great grandmother was the first funeral there and Elaine 
was married in the church; she has a long history of care.  She remembers when 
Presbytery helped with Small Church Gifts to keep it going.  

7) After the above bills are paid, the money will be disbursed to four organizations 
equally: 1) The Crossing: After School Program for Kids—Lockwood Methodist 
Church 2) Local Food Pantry 3) John Calvin Presbytery 4) The Lutheran’s Church 
Ministry to R.H.A.A. a recovery program. 

Rev, Jack closed with prayer and several met at the church for a tour of the church.   
Respectfully submitted,   
Toni Spieth 
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2021-7-7 
ADDENDUM:   
Two days after the Administration Committee Mtg., on July 3rd at 12:27 p.m., Margo 
emailed me that Elaine had decided not to buy the church.  I called Elaine on Sunday the 
4th of July in the afternoon, and she said that she was advised not to buy the church, she 
had no real intent or purpose for doing so and that she could not live in the past.  So, I said 
we would then go forward.   
This is the way forward, as I see it. 

1) All decisions made at the July 1st meeting are on hold except the attorney needs to 
be paid and of course utilities and mowing. 

2) I have asked the realtor, Rodney, would he be willing to actively advertise the 
property and try to sell it?  I would like to give others a chance to bid.  Someone 
may want that lot or what the building and contents might bring.  I have not heard 
back from him yet. 

3) If, after a reasonable time (4 weeks or so) if no one bids, then we need to look at an 
auction.   

Of course, this is disappointing, but I truly am asking God to help us find the way ahead 
clearly.   
I thank everyone who has assisted us to this point.  We made a lot of progress in the 
midst of a pandemic, and I believe it will all conclude sooner rather than later.   
Toni Spieth 
Moderator, John Calvin Presbytery 
 
 
 


